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LSU did everything except stick the landing 
last season. The Tigers, kings of the comebacks 
and lords of one of the finest college football 
seasons ever for 13 games, had to swallow a 
oose-egg omelet, eagerly fed by league rival 
Alabama. Too bad it was in the BCS Champion- 
ship Game. 

Talk about all the motivation they need for this season. “Fire back" mode 
describes LSU perfectly after the sting of the title game. 

No one doubts the Tigers’ ammunition. The big boys on both sides of the 
line are nasty and among the nation’s finest — the best way to be when set- 
ting out fo hunt down the national championship. Size, speed and athleticism 
fill the roster — just your typical SEC championship team — plus these Tigers 
are led by a Honey Badger loaded for bear. 

THE GOOD NEWS: LSU has a quarterback. Zach Mettenberger, who 
began his career at Georgia before being dismissed for legal issues, will do 
What Jordan Jefferson couldn't in the national tite game: Stand and deliver. 
Coach Les Miles won't veer from loving on his punishing ground game — 
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a four-headed backfield is a year older and better — but Mettenberger creates 
the needed balance. CB Tyrann Mathieu returns to make plays everywhere all 
the time, while defensive ends Sam Montgomery and Barkevious Mingo are 
lightning bolts off the edge and can't be successfully double-teamed at once. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Tigers lost Thorpe Award-Winning cornerback 
Mortis Claiborne early to the NFL Draft, and receiver Rueben Randle and 
defensive tackle Michael Brockers also took an early train out of Baton Rouge. 
LSU fans don't want to think too hard about who's next if Mettenberger goes 
down ... or just isn't up to the task. As with last year, the Tigers will have to 
eam every inch of their No. 1 ranking with road games at Auburn, Florida, 
Texas A&M and Arkansas, 

OUR CALL: It's insanity to bet against the SEC winning its seventh 
consecutive national title. LSU gets Alabama in Baton Rouge for what should 
be the defining game of the college season. No team in the country looks bet- 
ter in its uniforms than LSU, and this time when the Tigers run out the clock at 
the end of the season, it wll be to celebrate their third national championship 
in 10 years. 


Photo by Chris Graythen/ Getty Images 


www.lindyssports.com 2012 


2. usc 


Talented roster returns to glory 

Matt Barkley confounded the draftniks and disap- 
pointed the rest of the Pac-12 by staying for his senior 
‘season, just like Matt Leinart did for the Trojans in 2005. Coach Lane Kiffin 
will forever be in Barkley’s debt as the 37-year-old coach now sees his career 
teally taking off after whatever that was with the Oakland Raiders, a false start 
at Tennessee, and two years of a postseason ban at USC. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Barkley has the best receiver in the country in 
Robert Woods, and if Woods isn't No. 1, Margise Lee might be. Multiple All- 
‘Americans dot the lineup, just like the Pete Carroll days. USC gets Oregon in 
the L.A. Coliseum, probably twice (once in the regular season, once in Pac-12 
title game). 

‘THE BAD NEWS: USC has 10 fewer scholarship players than most 
teams, capped at 75 this season as NCAA sanctions kick in. Depth is a con- 
‘cern virtually everywhere and trucking through to a 13-0 haul will require injury 
blessings from the football gods. 

OUR CALL: The Trojans re-tumed a comer last season by winning 
at Oregon in mid-November and are hitting the accelerator back to the glory 
days. The offense will be flat-out unstoppable ... a nice contrast, wouldn't you 
‘say, to LSU's defense in January? 


3. Alabama 


Restocking ... repeating not out of the question 

The easy way to get another national champion- 
ship trophy is to spend $30,000 on a new Waterford 
crystal football to replace the one that was shattered when a player's parent 
accidentally knocked it off its perch in the spring. The hard way is to eam it 
on the field after losing half of your starters on offense and defense, including 
Heisman finalist running back Trent Richardson, while trying to steer through 
the swamps of the SEC West — and win in Baton Rouge. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Alabama's offensive line is the best in the coun- 
‘try; QB AJ McCarron manages the game beautifully; and another star (or two) 
will emerge at running back, Nick Saban has recruited and evaluated better 
than anyone in the past five years. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Tide is still crazy-talented on defense, but it 
takes experience to run the defense as Saban wants, and that’s what Alabama 
lacks in places. There's no telling when the next shank, yank, or worm-bumer 
is going to come in the kicking game. 

OUR CALL: The Tide will pay hearty defense, run the ball, gain field 
position through special teams, and not turn it over. It will work. Again. We 
have them No. 3 ... so we're seeing only one L— at LSU. 


4. Oklahoma 


Bouncing back is Sooners’ strong suit 

Itwasn't just the injuries. It wasn't just the late- 
season flameout. It wasn't ust booting a chance at an 
eighth conference title in 13 seasons under Bob Stoops. It was that Oklahoma 
State capitalized on it all to win its first Big 12 championship. You can bet 2011 
isn't sitting lightly in the OU craw. How do we know? Following seasons in 
which the Sooners haven't won a conference title under Stoops, they are 50-8. 

THE GOOD NEWS: 08 Landry Jones, who slumped in the second 
half of the season, is recommitted, having spent part of spring practice study- 
ing under quarterback guru George Whitfield Jr. in California. Four offensive 
line starters retum from a unit that gave up only 11 sacks on 583 throws. 

THE BAD NEWS: Jones must thrive without WR Ryan Broyles, whose 
late-season injury was costly. Backup QB Blake “Belidozer’ Bell is a Wildcat 
wild card, but how will that all play out? The defense, while talented, wasn’t 
particularly physical last season, 

OUR CALL: The record-setting Jones will rebound in a big way. So will 
RB Dominique Whaley, a walk-on who was poised to lead the team in rushing 
before being injured. A national title might be possible if OU can win at West 
Virginia and TCU in the final three weeks. 
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NATIONAL PICKS 


Flying as high as a kite 
The Ducks came out ahead in offseason transac- 

tions, with quarterback Darron Thomas making the 
dubious decision to leave early for the NFL, while coach Chip Kelly kept his 
feet on the ground in Eugene after flirting with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
Replacing Thomas, while unexpected, is relatively easy — plug in Bryan Ben- 
nett or Marcus Mariota. Kelly is proving to be one of a kind, going 36-6 in three 
‘seasons with three conference titles and one national title game appearance. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Running back Kenjon Bamer is stil fast. Running 
back/receiver/retumer De’ Anthony Thomas is a rocket booster in Nikes. Offense? 
No prob, Defense? Speedy. The non-conference schedule is easy-breezy and the 
Ducks should be walking on water all the way to 9-0 and a date at USC, 

THE BAD NEWS: There's been a lot of, uh, smoke around the Oregon 
program with NCAA investigators snooping around over possible recruiting 
misdeeds and a spring ESPN report over alleged widespread marijuana use 
among the Ducks. Is this a program on the brink of very bad things? 

OUR CALL: Who's going to beat these guys except for USC? Yeah, no- 
body. The Ducks have averaged 43 points per game under Kelly and continue 
to live in the fast lane, 


Georgia 


Big-time defense and big-time schedule 

Coach Mark Richt distanced himself from the hot 
seat with a 10-game winning streak and an SEC East 
title last season. He's averaged 9.6 victories across 11 seasons in Athens, so 
any knocks on him mostly have to be chalked up to the hyperventilation of SEC. 
fans. Richt will keep on keeping on (and, perhaps, then some) with QB Aaron 
Murray, plenty of playmakers, and a hulking, talented and veteran defense, 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Dawgs won't dazzle with schemes on offense, 
‘but they do what they do well. If 2011 star recruit Isaiah Crowell doesn't stay 
durable and emerge as a star in the backfield, 2012 star recruit Keith Marshall 
will. Best news: No LSU, Alabama or Arkansas on the league schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line lost three starters. The defense 
‘has to deal with multiple suspensions early in the season. The running game 
has to show up against physical teams (73 carries for 129 yards in season- 
‘ending losses to LSU and Michigan State). 

OUR CALL: One SEC assistant coach told Lindy’s thal, "Georgia, 
to me, is the most talented defense in the league, no question.” That's good 
enough for us to predict an East tie and a close SEC championship game 
this time around. 


Michigan 


Sudden rise has Big Blue thinking bigger 

Going 11-2 and winning the Sugar Bowlin his 
first season wiped away much of the frustration from 
the three-year Rich Rodriguez era, but it sure didn't do Brady Hoke any favors 
going forward. Any patience the Wolverines’ faithful would have extended is 
gone now, given that smashing debut. Despite the record, he's still scrambling 
to cover some deficiencies in depth and talent. But if teams are going to make 
Michigan pay, they better hurry before Hoke's recruiting success takes hold. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Michigan has a pair of 1,000-yard rushers in 
QB Denard Robinson and TB Fitzgerald Toussaint. Robinson says his comfort 
evel running Al Borges’ system for a second year is “day and night" from last 
year. That can't be good for opponents. 

THE BAD NEWS: NT Mike Martin's departure alone would leave a 
gaping hole on the defensive line, but two other starters are gone from a unit 
that wasn't overly deep. Michigan has to shuffle up front, where defensive 
success starts ... or doesn't. 

OUR CALL: Michigan opens against Alabama in Dallas and plays 
three of its first five away from Ann Arbor. The season-finale at Ohio State is 
‘no picnic, either, but the Wolverines should be able to outscore a lot of their 
problems. 
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S. FLORIDA STATE 


‘Noles entering now-or-never territory 

Waiting for the tide to rise again after repeated 
epic recruiting hauls, Florida State has needed only 
ankle waders under Jimbo Fisher. The promise of a retum to prominence has 
seemed realistic; there are enough blue-chip recruits on the roster that last 
season's 9-4 record can be classified as an unmitigated disappointment. The po- 
tential of Signing Day can only carry a coach so far; it's time for Fisher to change 
the discussion back to championships. We're thinking 11 wins should do it. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Seminoles should have a guillotine of a de- 
fense with speed and explosiveness at every level of that unit. QB EJ Manuel 
is electric and could be a difference-maker if he adds consistency. 

THE BAD NEWS: Offensive line — namely left tackle, where DT 
convert Cameron Ewing could start — is unsettled. The personnel turnover on 
special teams rates as a chief worry for a team with a woeful recent history in 
close games (three losses by five points or less last season). 

OUR CALL: Manuel need not be a Heisman Trophy candidate. He just 
needs to let the weapons around him work for him and count on a cutthroat 
defense to be the team's meal ticket to the BCS. 


Pram ©. Arkansas 
Which way, Hogs? Tough to say 


‘Arkansas built a bridge to 2013 by bringing back 
popular assistant coach John L. Smith on a 10-month 
contract, but there still could be troubled water below the wake of Bobby 
Petrino's career face-plant. This looked to be the year for the Hogs, but how 
‘should we recalibrate expectations with an interim head coach? Will this be 


‘a more fragile team? Or could this be a rally-around-the-campfire moment? 
Hard to say. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Offensive coordinator Paul Petrino ranked senior 
QB Tyler Wilson just a step below Superman this spring. No one argued. The 
Hogs have all manner of Saturday superheroes, including RB Knile Davis, 
who should be back to 2010 form after 2011's ankle injury. 

THE BAD NEWS: Arkansas’ defense is good, but doesn't rank with 
the SEC elite; consider that the Razorbacks allowed a combined 79 points in 
losses to LSU and Alabama last season. And Aubum fans happily remember 
the 65 the Tigers plastered on the Hogs in 2010. 

OUR CALL: We like the hiring of Smith, who will retain the meeting of the 
minds between the players and coaches. But the Hogs have hit the SEC West 
glass ceiling, not breaking through, even with home games vs. LSU and ‘Bama. 


Mountaineers Have Muscle to Take Big 12 
4 Leaving the Big East for the Big 12 is nota lateral 

move, rather a major jump in class based on the 
offense and NFL-caliber talent on the other sideline every week. Second-year 
head coach Dana Holgorsen, formerly the coordinator at Oklahoma State, 
knows his offense works here. Whether the defense gets enough traction with 
its new-look 3-4 against the likes of Oklahoma and TCU is the great unknown 
entering 2012, 

THE GOOD NEWS: Holgorsen can coach quarterbacks. Geno Smith 
leads an elite offense that attacks vertically, horizontally and everyplace in be- 
tween. The Mountaineers have speed from marquee skill quys that go three deep 
at halfback, plus two 1,000-yard receivers — Tavon Austin and Stedman Bailey. 

THE BAD NEWS: WVU goes from a league dotted with dormant of- 
fenses to the OK Corral that is the Big 12. The Mountaineers could really use 
DE/LB Bruce Irvin, who became a first-round 2012 dratt pick. Coaches called 
the revamped 3-4 scheme a work in progress in the spring. 

OUR CALL: Unlike the Big East, October and November in the Big 12 
bring few breathers, butit looks as if the Mountaineers are conditioned to be 
marathon runners, as well as sprinters. 
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10. WEST VIRGINIA 


LL. South Carolina 


Poised for a run at East title 

It only took 20 years, but South Carolina looks 
like an honest-to-goodness SEC program, built on 
first-round defensive talent, a punishing ground game, and one of the best 
‘coaches money can buy. You can make the case that no coach in the SEC 
has squeezed more out of his talent the past few years than Steve Spurrier, 
especially last season when he reversed course at quarterback and lost his 
star running back at midseason ... and still won a school-record 11 games. 

THE GOOD NEWS: RB Marcus Lattimore is back from injury to plow 
even the stoutest of defenses. Dual-threat QB Connor Shaw could offer, 
at long last, the stability needed at the position. The only better pair of DEs 
(Jadeveon Clowney, Devin Taylor) is at LSU. Maybe. 

THE BAD NEWS: The architect of the defense, coordinator Ellis 
Johnson, is gone, taking over as the boss at Souther Miss. A playmaker 
‘on each side of the ball — WR Alshon Jeffery and CB Stephon Gilmore — 
left early for the NFL. Gamecocks have to play LSU and Arkansas; 
East rival Georgia does not. 

OUR CALL: The Gamecocks haven't lost in the past two years to an- 
nual rivals Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, and Clemson. Maybe only the Dawgs. 
get them this season. 


Michigan State 


Young, talented, and making titles a habit 

‘The return of 17 starters, only five of whom are 
seniors, suggests more success is on the way after 
‘coach Mark Dantonio guided MSU to consecutive 11-win seasons, including 
a share of the Big Ten title in 2010 and a Legends Division crown last year. More 
‘such good times should lie ahead, given the talent and experience Dantonio has 
returning. We'll know early one way or another, as Sparty takes on Boise State, 
Notre Dame and Ohio State — all at home — before the end of September. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Four starters on the offensive line and tandem 
tailbacks Le'Veon Bell and Edwin Baker give MSU a chance to break in new 
‘quarterback Andrew Maxwell and an inexperienced receiving corps through 
a tough early schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: Maxwell seemed ready to take over for three-year 
starter Kirk Cousins, but a sprained knee knocked him out of the last half of 
spring practice. That didn't help him build a rapport with a receiving group that 
must replace B.J. Cunningham and Keshawn Martin, 

OUR CALL: The Spartans are salty on defense, led by rush end Wil- 
fiam Gholston, and have a run game built for Big Ten success. That's got to be 
worth at least nine regular-season wins. 
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13. CLEMSON 


Tigers look to get tougher on D 

Set aside the perspiration on coach Dabo 
‘Swinney's brow over the prospect of replacing three 
starting offensive linemen and focus on what he cares about most — defense. 
Former Oklahoma coordinator Brent Venables was brought in to help Clemson 
not just repeat as conference champions, but to become a wrecking-ball group 
akin to the edgy Sooners’ defenses of yesteryear. That defense will be tested 
every day in practice by better skill players than it will see on Saturdays. 

THE GOOD NEWS: There aren't many offensive trios better than this 
dynamic group — QB Tajh Boyd, superstar WR Sammy Watkins and 1,000-yard 
rusher Andre Ellington. In the second half of the season, all the pedestal games 
are in Death Valley — Virginia Tech, Georgia Tech, NC State, South Carolina. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Tigers must delete any recall of the 70-33 
whipping from West Virginia in what became the Orange Crush Bowl, as well 
as the lopsided losses at NC State and South Carolina in back-to-back games 
in November. 

OUR CALL: Ciemson’s talent level rates with the elite in the confer- 
ence. That's nothing new. But the defense has to improve for the Tigers to be 
more than just a fun team to watch. 
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14. Ohio State 


Meyer's arrival has Buckeyes smiling 

Urban Meyer's retum tothe sideline and to OSU, 
where he started his career as a graduate assistant 
coach in the 1980s, immediately erased the lingering bttemess among those 
too thick to understand that Jim Tressel les to the NCAA and to his own school 
couldn't be tolerated. Buckeye fans are alin with Meyer, whose pursuit ofa third 
BCS tite ring must wait until the expiration ofa one-year bow ban left by Tressel 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sophomore QB Braxton Miller gives Meyer 
a piece of clay perfectly tailored to run the offense that Alex Smith and Tim 
Tebow rode to fame. DE John Simon's rejection of an early entry into the 
NFL also provides a fulcrum on which to build the defense. 

‘THE BAD NEWS: OSU finished 115th nationally in passing a year 
‘ago and returns no receiver with more than 14 catches, The linebackers were 
underachieving in 2011, which is one reason OSU struggled to its frst losing 
season since 1999. 

OUR CALL: A friendly schedule and the euphoria over Meyer's arrival 
should work for a nice bounce-back from OSU's 6-7 finish. Ifthe Buckeyes 
can add some element of the pass, and Miller can stay healthy, a 10-win 
season isn't far-fetched. 


Anew stadium, a new conference, a new outlook. 
Allof it can't come fast enough after an offseason drug 
scandal that resulted in the arrest of four players for alleged dealing. As the most 
‘overachieving non-automatic qualifier of the BCS era, the Homed Frogs know 
the schedule is getting tougher in the Big 12, but they're ready. TCU specializes 
in slaying bigger, badder opponents... and it gets Oklahoma at home. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Q8 Casey Pachall made them forget Andy Dalton 
real quick-like. Throwing for 473 yards in a win at Boise State will do that. The 
backfield is set: Ed Wesley, Matthew Tucker and Waymon James combined 
for 2,100 yards. DE Stansly Maponga has All-America talent. 

‘THE BAD NEWS: Strangely, Gary Patterson must revamp the 
defense. A unit that finished No. 1 in total D three years running slumped to 
32nd last season. TCU will face five of 2011's top 15 offenses playing in the 
Big 12. LB Tanner Brock, one of those arrested, is the biggest loss from the 
drug busts. 

OUR CALL: Patterson's 4-2-5 stack defense gets the toughest season- 
long test of his TCU career. Playing at Oklahoma State and West Virginia in 
back-to-back games will be the difference in the season. Ten wins aren't out 
of the question, 


Gundy has Cowboys maturing into a real power 

How do you follow the best season in school 
history? Coach ‘em up. Part of the story of Oklahoma 
State's near-BCS title game season was the maturation of coach Mike Gundy. 
The Eddie Robinson National Coach of the Year also cashed in on a lot of 
T. Boone Pickens’ cash, so Oklahoma State isn't going away as Gundy enters 
the prime of his career as a recruiter, play-caller, and coach. The Cowboys are 
no longer Texas and Oklahoma's little brother. 

THE GOOD NEWS: AB Joseph Randle was overshadowed by the 
axis of Brandon Weeden and Justin Blackmon, but only Barry Sanders scored 
more TDs in a single Okihoma State season. The Pokes are going to be 
more of a running team, which will be fine. 

‘THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback position looks bare. Is that too 
harsh? Only one QB on the roster has thrown a pass in a college game. The 
winner at the end of the spring was true freshman Wes Lunt, who won't have 
the top two WRs from last year. 

OUR CALL: Gundy has proven himself. The pipeline is roling at 
Stillwater, and as long as Texas is on the rebound, consider Oklahoma State 
the second-best program in the Big 12. 


12. Lindy's Sports Annuals 


TCU 15. tTcu 
Move up to the Big 12 offers big opportunities 


1G. Oklahoma State 


NATIONAL PICKS 


17. Wisconsin 


Major roster turnover doesn’t dim hopes 

Consecutive trips to the Rose Bowl and a 
resulting pair of excruciatingly close losses have 
ratcheted up the hunger for a BCS bow! win. Ohio State’s one-year 
bow! ban will only help Bret Bielema coach his team back to the league 
championship game in Indianapolis and continue its recent dominance of 
the conference, as he sticks with what works: Running the same off-tackle 
play over and over. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Badgers will try to duplicate Russell Wil- 
son's success in his lone year after transferring from North Carolina State 
by opening their arms to Maryland transfer Danny O'Brien. The 2010 ACC 
Newcomer of the Year will arrive in time for fall camp and to take over under 
center. 

THE BAD NEWS: Bielema might need name tags to recognize the 
new coaches. Only three holdovers retum from last season. The Badgers’ 

10 retuming starters are also the fewest number of any team in the Big Ten. 


OUR CALL: it’s impossible to overlook a team planning to play Montee 
Ball and James White together in the backfield, given their combined 4,700 
rushing yards the past two years. Wisconsin can ground and pound its way to 
the Big Ten title game if O'Brien makes a relatively smooth transition 


Supremely talented Thomas leads youthful Hokies 

Junior QB Logan Thomas, as naturally gifted 
as they come with his defensive end body type 
(6-6, 262), can do a ite bit of everything, He has electrifying abiity and 
should elevate the offense in critical junctures until the supporting cast can 
be identified. The Hokies enter the season with a depth chart pocked with 
inexperience around Thomas; four offensive linemen, RB David Wilson, two 
wideouts and lead tight end were replaced from the 2011 group. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Nine starters return from the Hokies’ seventh- 
ranked defense, including the entire front seven, and depth everywhere. 
They're equipped to face almost any scheme and avoid mismatches. 
D-linemen James Gayle and Luther Maddy are game-changers. 

THE BAD NEWS: The schedule is a minefield with five games 
against teams coming off of bye weeks and trips to Miami and Clemson, The 
Hokies almost always have a gem to carry the ball, but they enter the season 
unproven there and on the offensive line. 

OUR CALL: Frank Beamer’s postseason record has fallen into a 1-for-5 
slump since 2004. But Thomas and a salty Bud Foster defense will ee up 
another good opportunity. 


19. TEXAS 


From back-of-pack to return of the Mack? 
- Texas was 8-5 in 2011, a respectable rebound 
from a losing 2010 season, but the Longhoms were 
‘outclassed by Oklahoma State, Baylor and OU in a season in which coach Mack 
Brown never found that easy-chair level of comfort he’s been accustomed to. 
With a more seasoned roster and relative stability at quarterback, the Longhons 
are contenders because they've rediscovered trademark strengths — 

big, powerful and deep along the offensive line and nasty on defense. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB David Ash is well ahead of Case McCoy at 
quarterback; plentiful options are available at running back and Ash can lean 
‘on big-play speed at receiver. Defensive coordinator Manny Diaz has a better 
feel for his personnel — and vice versa — in Year Two. 

‘THE BAD NEWS: Depth thinner than a tortila on defense could be 
problematic, and the difference between eight and 10 wins likely rides on the 
impact of the 2012 reciting class. Brown's summertime stress might come 
from a kicking game that looked shaky in spring drills. 

OUR CALL: UT doesn't need the next Vince Young or Colt McCoy. 

Buti Ash is a capable manager, the Longhorns will survive tough times — 
like a three-game stretch against OSU, West Virginia and Oklahoma. 
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2O. Florida 


If the QB position settles down ... 

‘A7-6 record won't eam Will Muschamp many 
celebratory chomps in The Swamp. Gainesville 
expects championships, not fringe bow! bids. To restore Florida atop the SEC 
pecking order, the defense-ueled coach has to figure out the offense, Which 
is to say: UF can't catch Alabama and LSU unless sophomore QBs Jacoby 
Brissett and Jeff Driskel exceed expectations. “I'm not really looking for style 
points. I'm looking for production,” Muschamp said. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Florida has a veteran defense and a stellar kicking 
game. A deep and talented stable of running backs led by Mike Gilisiee can 
carry the offense until the quarterbacks get comfortable, New offensive coordina- 
tor Brent Pease wants a pedal-to-metal attack that keeps opponents guessing. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense suffered a blow with the tom ACL 
of junior DE Ronald Powell, but the Gators are hopeful he will return by 
‘October, LSU and Alabama don't fire blanks, and there's no guarding against 
shelishock for the fresh meat under center. 

OUR CALL: Muschamp needs more fireworks to give the people what 
they come to see. The spring signs were mostly positive, but if one or both 
quarterbacks prove to be duds, Florida's title chances go up in smoke. Florida 
remains a rung (rungs?) below Alabama and LSU. 


21. stanford 


Unlucky, but still dangerous 

The two men most responsible for 31 victories 
cover the past three seasons are gone — coach 
Jim Harbaugh left after the 2010 season, and two-time Heisman runner-up 
Andrew Luck became the first pick in the 2012 NFL Draft. David Shaw made 
‘a seamless transition last year to the head coach's headsets, retaining all of 
Harbaugh's brawny style on a campus known for brains. Luck has run out 
(OK, we can finally put those to rest), with sophomore Brett Nottingham or 
junior Josh Nunes poised to take over, 

THE GOOD NEWS: Stanford was third nationally against the run last 
‘season, and that front seven, led by NT Terrence Stephens, DE Ben Gardner, 
LB Chase Thomas and LB Shayne Skov, is the team’s strength. RB Stepfan 
Taylor fuels Stanford's tough-and-tricky rushing attack. 

THE BAD NEWS: There is no getting around the drop-off at quar- 
terback, which figures to result in more negative plays and pressure on the 
passing game, where the receivers are. .. Big-time OLs Jonathan Martin and 
David DeCastro are gone. 

OUR CALL: Shaw signed the fith-best class in the nation, according 
to Rivals.com, and this golden age of Stanford football isn’t over. In 2012, the 
ground game and ferocious front seven keep Stanford relevant and dangerous. 


pe 22. Kansas State 


a way despite margin for error 

Doubt Bill Snyder at your own risk. At age 71, he's 
as savvy as ever. With a roster picked near the bottom 
of the Big 12 in 2011, he won 10 games. The Wildcats should have played in the 
Sugar Bowl. K-State is the anti-Big 12 in a league that is famous for its quarter- 
backs and offense. The Cats squeeze out enough offense (only 337 yards per 
‘game last year) and make enough big defensive plays to be pesky. 

THE GOOD NEWS: A lot of folks considered QB Collin Klein the most 
valuable player in the country last year. Not the Heisman Trophy winner, just 
‘a guy who, if you took him off the roster, would be the difference between 10 
wins and sitting at home during bowl season. LB Arthur Brown and CB Nigel 
Malone are rather studly. 

‘THE BAD NEWS: The Wildcats probably need things to go just right. 
They won eight games last year by a touchdown or less. Klein is resilient, but 
ithe is to stay upright, his protection must get better. Three starters are being 
replaced in the offensive line. 

OUR CALL: Another 10-win season? Not quite. The secret to their suc- 
cess just might be pulling a repeat of 2011, when they were ninth in turnover 
margin, 
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23. LOUISVILLE 


Best of a weak Big East good enough 

Coach Charlie Strong knows respect is a reach 
given the recent collective product the Big East placed 
inthe BCS, and he spent the offseason doing a Dangerfield act to Kentucky 
media, which he felt paid too much attention to the Final Four basketball team. 
Now that West Virginia calls the Big 12 home, Louisville has the muscle to win 
a conference tile in Strong's third season with the core of the 2011 team back 
and QB Teddy Bridgewater leading a balanced offense. 

‘THE GOOD NEWS: The Cardinals are loaded at running back, three 
sophomore wideouts bring big-play flair and Bridgewater, a sophomore, has 
alleague skills. Strong can't call enough blitzes and has the depth in the front 
seven to make that tempo work. 

‘THE BAD NEWS: Lovisville is again one of the youngest teams in 
the country after starting 11 true freshmen at some point last season. Another 
slow start is possible, especially if the O-line takes too much time to jel. 

OUR CALL: The schedule reads lke a queue of weak sisters. Don't 
expect the Cardinals to be relevant nationally — this isthe Big East — but 
ook for this to be a title season that trampolines Louisville into top 15 consid- 
eration in 2013. 


24. Boise State 


Adding a MWC trophy on their way out? 

You gotta go with the odds — the Broncos have 
finished in the Associated Press Top 25 in eight of the 
past 10 years, and they would have been ranked in those other two seasons 
if they had made one more play in the final minute of bow! losses. This is, no 
doubt, a reloading year for the Program That Chris Petersen Will Never Leave, 
but it's a good time for a transition, with thorn-in-the-side TCU off to the Big 12 
and Boise State revving the engines for the Big East in 2013. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The last three seasons in which Boise State has 
used a first-time starting quarterback, the Broncos have gone 33-2, so let’s not 
overstate the loss of Kellen Moore. (No pressure on you, junior Joe Southwick 

of whoever.) Broncos are good and deep at OL, WR and DB. 

THE BAD NEWS: Boise Stale went 50-3 with Moore as the starting 
quarterback, so let's not minimize his departure. Standouts Tyrone Crawford, 
‘Shea McCiellin and Billy Winn are gone from the defensive line, and Doug 
Martin leaves big shoes to fill at tailback. 

OUR CALL: We'd expect one stumble somewhere after losing an 
opener at Michigan State, but that’s it. Clear room in the trophy case for 
a MWC crown. 


25. Nebraska 


Tough schedule makes more wins unlikely 

The Comhuskers rooted around in their new 
conference last season, digging up a couple of 
highlights to go with three Big Ten losses. Anybody will take a win over Ohio 
State whenever they can get it, and knocking off Michigan State was a nice 
feather. The lopsided road losses to Wisconsin and Michigan were another 
‘matter. Nebraska knows what it has to do, but upward mobilty depends on 
(QB Taylor Martinez, whose spring footwork in the passing game was said to 
be much improved. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Senior Rex Burkhead is one of the most reliable 
running backs in the country, and the Huskers have the depth to lighten his 
workload, if needed. Martinez has, at tantalizing times, looked like a Heisman 
candidate because of his superb running. 

THE BAD NEWS: Nebraska's defense will miss the tackling of LB 
Lavonte David (133 stops) and the attitude of CB Alfonzo Dennard. The Big 
Ten scheduling misses are Indiana, llinois and Purdue, expected to be among 
the league's worst teams. 

OUR CALL: Nebraska went 9-4 last season and finished No. 24 in the 
AP poll after a Capital One Bow! loss to South Carolina. Sounds about right 
again this season. 
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t has not been a proud run for a sig- 
| nificant slice of the coaching profes- 
sion, so forgive us if we leave any 

names out. 

Joe Paterno? A sad and sudden fall from 
grace. Now, tragically, gone. 

Butch Davis? Fired at North Carolina. 

Urban Meyer? A new job — and perhaps 
a new reputation. 

Jim Tressel? He's soooo 2011. 

There are deadlines, you know, so we 
offer this disclaimer: The dizzying pace 
of coaches gone wild means that Bobby 
Petrino may even have his next job by the 
time you read this. 

Coaches’ conduct has not only become a 
narrative for the 2012 season, it has been 
the main talking point in the industry for 
a while. Blame whatever and whomever. 

¢ The money? In the offseason, 
Alabama's Nick Saban became the first $6 
million coach (at least for a portion of his 
contract). That means, by the way, that 
he’s making in salary roughly three times 
the amount of money that the school 
pays for the complete scholarship package 
(tuition, room, board, books, etc.) of all 
85 players on scholarship. 

© The power? Petrino apparently felt he 
was titanium. One of the state's highest- 
paid employees rode helmetless on a 
motorcycle with a woman half his age who 
was not his wife. And that's the tasteful 
part of the story. 

© Maybe we're all to blame. As long as 
we give our undying adoration to mere 
mortals, we shouldn't be surprised. But, 
Good Lord, the variety of the misconduct 
has been stunning. There were NCAA 
violations at North Carolina and Ohio 
State, but Davis was never named in the 
NCAA report on the Tar Heels. Tressel was 
the central figure in Ohio State getting 
a bowl ban in 2012. 

Years of neglect by coaches and 
administrators may have led to Miami 
being on the NCAA chopping block. 

A weasely jock sniffer named Nevin 
Shapiro allegedly showered players with 
cash, gifts and the South Beach night life. 
Shapiro was so influential that he once 
reportedly confronted Miami's compliance 
director in the press box. And he still was 


= 


allowed to be around the team. 

But how do you compare that with 
whatever role Paterno had in the Jerry 
Sandusky scandal? 

“I think the Paterno thing and Tressel 
had a profound impact on this country,” 
said Jack Stark, a clinical psychologist 
out of Nebraska with a thriving sports 
practice. “It changed college presidents, 
ADs and boards of directors who are 
saying, T don’t care who this guy is. We 
cannot (let him) take the program down.” 

Since May: 2011, those two national 
championship coaches departed in shame, 
along with a highly respected president 
(Penn State's Graham Spanier) and his 


athletic director (Tim Curley, who was 
placed on administrative leave). How 
quickly things change. Spanier told 
CBSSports.com last summer that cheating 
in college football was “about as bad as 
it's been in the moder era.” 

Turns out the breaking of NCAA rules 
wasn't his biggest concern. 

“It's so crazy that this one (freakin’) 
pervert son of a bitch can bring down 
a university,” Paul Levine said of 
Sandusky. Levine, a Southern California- 
based author and screenwriter, became 
devoted to Paterno as a Penn State 
student in the 1960s. 

“I viewed him then,” Levine said, “as a 


m deeply worried about football ... if we don't fix some 


of the problems in football, in five years it will be as bad 


as basketball.” 


— Former Penn State pre: 


lent Graham Spanier, months 


before the Jerry Sandusky case became public 


CHIP KELLY, 
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“| was there when Woody Hayes punched that guy in the 


Gator Bowl. When all is said and done, it is a chapter in the 


book — it's not the book.” 


— Glen Mason, longtime coach, 
now Big Ten Network analyst 


towering figure.” 

But towering figures are being 
toppled around the country. Where 
tradition, loyalty and discipline were 
once considered the greatest virtues of 
the profession, we have seen win-at-all- 
costs override everything else. There is 
nothing else. 

In the spring, Petrino was the latest 
coach to run his career into a ditch. (OK, 
pun intended.) 

No one knows when his profession is 
going to be tamed. The same organization 
(American Football Coaches Association) 
that urged the NCAA to adopt tougher 
penalties for rulebook cheating can’t 


“the players had taken complete control 
of the team.” 

The result was not only 30 run-ins with 
the law over six years by Florida players, 
but also two national championships. 

So where's the problem? In one way or 
another, all the coaches mentioned in this 
story delivered. Some spectacularly. 

While Chip Kelly hadn't been formally 
charged by the NCAA as of late April, the 
recruiting practices of Oregon's coach are 
open to question, His program was under 
investigation by the NCAA. At the least, 
we can all agree that paying $25,000 
to a third-party “evaluator” (Willie 
Lyles) seems like a bit much, and — uh, 
providing NCAA statements that, shall we 
say, can be easily misinterpreted — is not 
exactly in the spirit of compliance. 

Davis led Miami out of a mid-1990s 
probation and laid the recruiting 
foundation for the Hurricanes’ 2001 
national championship. If you're willing 
to look past since-vacated wins in 2008 
and 2009 at North Carolina, Davis led 
the Tar Heels to their most sustained 
success since Mack Brown. That was 
before academic fraud, South Beach 
partying, and extra benefits were 
discovered by the NCAA, 

Larry Fedora now takes over in a low- 
pressure job in the underachieving ACC. 
Like Meyer, his program is also banned 
from a bowl in 2012. 

Meyer didn’t know about the ban until 
the NCAA weighed in 22 days after Ohio 
State hired him in December. “That was 
a shot,” he said. 

Consider it a gift from The Vest that 
keeps on giving. 

Bill O'Brien takes over at Penn State, 

a fresh face at a place that has been 
comfortable with Paterno’s comforting, 
coke-bottle-rimmed, craggy mug for 
decades, It’s about more than turning 
around a program at Penn State. It’s about 
changing the groupthink that allowed 
someone like Sandusky to operate in the 
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account for the marital sort. 

Does it matter off the field? Should 
it matter? There was a time when 
we were disgusted that Lane Kiffin 
had piled up a half dozen secondary 
violations at Tennessee, 

Something has changed for the worse. 
What once was shocking — Woody Hayes 
punching a Clemson linebacker — doesn’t 
qualify in modern times. While Hayes 
“only” lost his temper ... The Sporting 
News said in an offseason story that Meyer 
lost control of his team during a magical 
run at Florida. 

“Over the last two years he was there,” 
one former player told the publication, 


shadows for years. 

Maybe that’s why Penn State 
intentionally didn’t hire an insider. The 
chain link fence that walled off Happy 
Valley from the world needs to be torn 
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down. Glen Mason has considered all this. 
He was one of Paterno’s closest friends. 
He also played and coached for Woody. 

“I was there when Woody Hayes 
punched that guy in the Gator Bowl,” 
said Mason, now an analyst with the Big 
Ten Network. “When all is said and done, 
it is a chapter in the book — it’s not the 
book.” 

For Woody. For the profession. We can 
only hope. For now, Petrino’s salvation is 
that he didn’t cheat according to the 434- 
page NCAA Manual, the industry's gospel 
according to Mark (Emmert). 

Character issues alone usually don’t 
keep a fired coach down for long. The key 
point, according to an attorney who has 
represented coaches in the past, is, “There 
weren't any NCAA violations.” 

Holding coaches to the same standard 
of discipline asked of their players 
is a good place to start. Who knew 
that Arkansas athletic director Jeff Long 
would qualify as Man of the Year material 
for merely doing the right thing? 

The right thing apparently went out 
of style a long time ago. In the 75-year 
history of the wire service era, only two 
schools with national championships have 
never had an NCAA major violation in 
football: BYU and Penn State. 

“That's kind of amazing to me if that’s 
the case,” BYU athletic director Tom 
Holmoe said, “because it doesn’t bode well.” 

The last four BCS title game participants 
— Aubum, Oregon, LSU, Alabama — 
have either been on probation, are about 
to be investigated or already are under 
investigation by the NCAA, Almost half 
of the current FBS schools (56) have 
committed at least one major violation in 
football since 1987. Since that year, there 
has been an average of three such cases 
nationally per year. 

Multiple champions of the past 20 years 
have been named Miami, USC, Florida, 
Alabama and LSU ... none of which would 
need an introduction to the members of 
the NCAA compliance committee. 

The “everybody else does it,” defense 
has simply become accepted as the norm, 
and the only issue is whose hand will be 
caught in the cookie jar next. And that’s 
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just with the NCAA violations. 

“Tm deeply worried about football,” 
Spanier said last summer before the 
walls fell in on him and his university. 

“I believe if we don't fix some of the 
problems in football, in five years it will 
be as bad as basketball.” 

That's about as bad a thing as you can 
say about college football at the moment. 
The 2011 Final Four featured two coaches 
who had vacated tournament appearances 
in the same year — John Calipari and Jim 
Calhoun in 1996, 

UConn is ineligible for the 2013 
tournament, a victim of new, toughened 


standards in the Academic Progress Rate. 
North Carolina and Ohio State are already 
there with a postseason ban in football 
for their own misdeeds. Emmert's stated 
purpose since he took office two years ago 
was to wipe out the incentive to cheat. 

He's got some work to do. 

“The reward outweighs the risk,” 
said Dave Ridpath, an NCAA compliance 
expert and assistant professor of Sports 
Administration at Ohio University. “Most 
people will tell you that USC lost their 
BCS championship (in the Reggie Bush 
case). At the end, I wonder if people 
really care.” 


“The reward outweighs the risk. Most people will tell you that 


USC lost their BCS championship (in the Reggie Bush case). 


At the end, | wonder if people really care.” 


— Dave Ridpath, NCAA compliance expert and assistant 
professor of Sports Administration at Ohio University 
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“The Paterno thing and Tressel had a profound impact on 
this country. It changed college presidents, ADs and boards 
of directors who are saying, ‘| don’t care who this guy is. We 
cannot (let him) take the program down.” 


— Jack Stark, sports psychologist 


sty US PRESSWIRE 


Photo by 


Petrino’s baggage going forward 
includes a morally ambiguous record of 
covering up and lying, whether it was on 
a tarmac talking to Auburn officials or 
walking out on the Atlanta Falcons. Throw 
in the Arkansas misdeeds and you would 
think that’s enough to keep Petrino from 
ever being a head coach at the BCS level 
again. 

“| think it’s going to take him a very 
long time,” said Stark, who has spent 
35 years in the profession. “He's done 
two things. He burned his bridges pretty 
good at the pro level in the middle of the 
season, which is unheard of. There is a lot 
of anger there at the pro level. 

“At the collegiate level ... the thing 
that distinguished him is he repeatedly 
lied. That seems to be the new line in the 
sand for athletic directors.” 

That's a line that puts ADs, coaches 
and college sports on trial after the 
latest “worse than ...” scandal. If 
Petrino is hired again at the college 
level, then what are his employers 
saying about his conduct? What does it 
say about their values? 

Probably that winning trumps most 
everything, which confirms that exactly 
nothing is new. 

Petrino remains one of most innovative 
offensive minds in the country. He took 
a program that had been in the middle 
of the SEC and elevated it to national 
championship contention last season. The 
Hogs were ranked No. 3 in the BCS going 
into the last week of the season. 

It may be as simple as the value of the 
sport itself. A disgraced Petrino would be 
hotter — excuse that adjective — than 
any other sport's disgraced coach. Disgrace 
suddenly becomes relative when an athletic 
department's finances are involved. As 
football goes, so goes that department. 
Under Petrino, Arkansas had equaled its best 
two-year run (21 wins) in school history. 

Coaches will be hired again for the 
same reason Petrino’s return can't be 
discounted. They win. That might be all 
Coach P needs. 

Here's what might make Petrino’s 
conduct harder to overlook: There’s no 
argument about his culpability. It was 
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self-inflicted and terrible. 

That motorcycle passenger, Jessica 
Dorrell, somehow landed a job in the 
football office that was coveted by 158 
other applicants. She was paid by Petrino 
— $20,000, according to school officials 
— beyond her $55,000 salary. 

Petrino apparently didn’t care about 
using a private cell phone either. A simple 
records request revealed thousands of 
calls and texts to Dorrell since September. 
Either Petrino wanted to get caught or 
thought he was too powerful to be fired if 
he ever did. 

Emotional scars do heal — this is the 
land of second chances — and there has 
to be an AD/president somewhere who is 
going to be desperate enough to win. 

Stark sees those character flaws each 
day. He has worked with NASCAR drivers 
who can’t walk into a restaurant without 
being swarmed, and CEOs who handle 
billion-dollar corporations. In an offshoot 
of his practice, he also counsels football 
coaches around the country. There was so 
much demand that at one point he had to 
stop taking clients. 

“I worked with Tom Osborne for 25 
years,” Stark said. “I bet he always felt 
that he was a year away from getting fired 
if he went 6-6.” 

There is a difference, though, between 
insecurity and Biblical-proportion 
indiscretion. 

There are also worse Monday-morning 
analyses of Petrino’s future than Tim 
Brando's. 

“He going to have to pull the PR coup 
of a lifetime by throwing himself on the 
Dr. Phils of the world,” said the national 
radio host and CBS analyst. “He is going 
to have to go on daytime TV, maybe 
follow up with a book. If he doesn’t have 
handlers, he better get them. If he does it 
the right way, he comes back full bore.” 

Of course, most of Hog Nation could give 
two snorts what happens next to Petrino. 
His future remains a national case study — 
until the next coach goes wild. 


Dennis Dodd is a senior writer for 
CBSSports.com covering national college 
football. 


DEREK DOOLEY 


Some coaches get fired the old-fashioned way — by not winning 
enough. Here is a look at five who need to win now, or they and the 
coaches they hired will join the unemployment line: 


1. DEREK DOOLEY, TENNESSEE - Dooley is 11-14 in two seasons and is 
trying to avoid the first three-year stretch of losing seasons in Knoxville 
in more than 100 years. PREDICTION: A revamped coaching staff can 
coax at least seven wins out of this bunch, but none of the victories 
figure to resonate. Vol Nation will still-be itching for change. 


2. FRANK SPAZIANI, BOSTON COLLEGE - Always fighting a battle for 
relevancy within its own city, Boston College has had declining victory 
totals in Spaziani's three seasons, including last year's: 4-8 mark that 
snapped a 12-year bowl streak. PREDICTION: Spaz won't get to the final 
year of a five-year plan. 


3. RANDY EDSALL, MARYLAND - The second-year Terps coach is 


already trying to stay afloat after a 2-10 season, the transfers of about 
two dozen players (bye, bye Danny O'Brien) and a tepid endorsement 
from his athletic director in the offseason. PREDICTION: The cash- 
strapped Terps can't afford to make a change so soon. 


4. TOMMY TUBERVILLE, TEXAS TECH - Tuberville arrived before 

the 2010 season:amid the tempest of Mike Leach’s dismissal,’so that 
wasn't easy, and he has done little to convert the pro-Pirate crowd after 
compiling a 13-12 record and off-field drama. PREDICTION: A veteran 
team cures some of the woes. Patience prevails for a year. 


5. JEFF TEDFORD, CAL - He had the Golden Bears on USC's heels 
for a stretch, but those days are gone, and another middlin’ finish is 
projected for this season. Cal's 12-15 conference record the past three 
years suggests the magic is gone after 10 years on the job. PREDICTION: 
The program needs a' major shot in the arm to pay for the renovated 
Memorial Stadium .. and it-will get one with‘a new coach touting 
a national image. 

— Anthony Gimino 
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WHEN THE BIG 12 HAS 10, AND THE BIG TEN HAS 12, 
AND THE BIG EAST HEADS TO SAN DIEGO... 


all it the Great Reboot. 
¢ Usually, that’s the thing you do 

to your computer when the screen 
freezes. Too much information causes 
overload, Hit that cursed button. Sometimes 
it works; sometimes it doesn’t. That's why 
they put customer support overseas that 
keeps you on hold for three hours. 

In 2012, the Great Reboot projects the 
curse of the digital age to the condition of 
college football. 

Rebirth, reset, whatever. 

There has been too much overload lately. 
At the very least, the hard drive needs 
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a good defragmenting. Or even debugging. 

It seems like the entire sport is rebooting 
itself in 2012. What's old is new. 

The hottest topic of the offseason was the 
11 FBS commissioners (plus Notre Dame) trying 
to come up with a new postseason model that 
would begin in 2014. Sorta reformatting the 
drive and starting from scratch? Not quite. 

There are no new ideas, just new buzz 
words and revenue sharing models to frame 
those old ideas. 

Conference realignment already had a 
chokehold on the game. There's a game show 
out there somewhere just waiting for the title: 


“Who's In That League?” The Big East spent the 
offseason reconfiguring itself into what will 
eventually be a four time-zone league in 2015. 

In 2014, Boise State and San Diego State 
join what is still apparently going to be 
called the Big East Conference. East of what, 
we're not sure. Big Country, anyone? Or the 
Big Frequent Fliers Conference? 

In the meantime, the SEC added a team 
from the Midwest (Missouri) and a team 
from the Southwest (Texas A&M). 

What's newest is the Pac-12, as it debuts a 
network, cashes in on a lucrative rights deal 
and continues to break in six new coaches 
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since the beginning of 2010. 

Change, of course, isn’t always good. 
‘Twenty-seven programs are starting over 
with new coaches. In the past year, Ohio 
State and Arkansas sent coaches packing 
with a combined nine BCS bowls on their 
resumes. Not that they had much choice, 
mind you. 

The Great Reboot also has descended into 
the absurd. Try to name a school that hasn’t 
attempted a big splash in the offseason 
— successful or not — by debuting new 
uniforms, Seems highlighter yellow jerseys 
are replacing red zone defense as the most 
important component of a program. 

The Big 12 — which is down to 10 — has 
lost four teams in the past two years. It added 
West Virginia and TCU beginning this season 
to get back up to 10. Never mind that the 
Mountaineers’ closest Big 12 foe is in Iowa. 

Speaking of realignment, for 83 years, Cal's 
Memorial Stadium has rested on the Hayward 
Fault, one of the most active earthquake 
zones in the world. Beginning this year it 
rests more comfortably. The historic stadium 
has been retro-fitted to be quake-proof. 

But shaky (as in finances) continues to be 
the operative word in Berkeley. Now if Jeff 
Tedford can only find a quarterback. 

The best place to start on the field is 
the SEC. Why not? The league has won six 
consecutive national championships. Alabama 
and LSU both start where they finished, 
somewhere in the top five. In Tuscaloosa, the 
more things change, the more they stay Saban. 

That crystal football has ended up at 
Alabama two of the past three years and 
already they need a new one. The father of a 
player knocked over the trophy and broke it, 
causing one of the biggest stirs of the spring. 

That's motivation enough for Nick Saban 
to go out and win a third crystal football 
in four years. He loses a Heisman finalist 
(Trent Richardson), an offensive coordinator 
(Jim McElwain left for Colorado State) and 
the usual raft of NFL draftees. The directive 
hasn't changed. Not one minute of rest. 

“T understand that it’s only human nature 
to be satisfied with success,” Saban told 
CBSSports.com. “The good news is that this 
team doesn’t seem to have as much of 
a hangover (as the 2010 team). But I know 
this is something we're going to have to 
hammer home into their heads every day.” 

Like most of last season, though, Bama 
might not be considered the best team in 
its own league. LSU actually gets better 
at quarterback. Zach Mettenberger takes 
over for the sometimes-dependable Jordan 
Jefferson. He'll hand off to a stable of 
running backs that goes five deep. 
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The defense returns a Heisman finalist 
in Tryann Mathieu, and a philosopher 
— the always chatty defensive end Sam 
Montgomery. The Tigers are also trying to 
figure out what the hell happened after 
the 21-0 skunking in the second Alabania 
meeting that also happened to be the BCS 
Championship Game. 

“You still hear it now. Our kids still hear it 
now about the game,” offensive coordinator 
Greg Studrawa said. “Because everybody was 
so fired up after a wonderful season, that 
when it ends like that, that’s what they 


zone. Call it Lubbock North. Out of the 
way and, currently, out of mind. But 
Leach in Pullman has a clean slate, 
a loyal and capable AD and a president 
who doesn’t meddle. 

“A lot of schools wanted him,” athletic 
director Bill Moos said. “He wanted us.” 

The same can be said of Urban Meyer. The 
best name remaining on the board in late 
November ended a brief sabbatical when he 
got the Ohio State gig. 

Ina flash, the mercurial former Florida 
coach decided to leave his family to devote 


BCS National Championship: Alabama's Trent Richardson holding up AFCA The Coaches’ 


“focus on. Not the 13 wins, not how great it 
was up to that point. 

“Now you get a chance for redemption.” 

Speaking of redemption, Rich Rodriquez 
is at his second job since leaving West 
Virginia. You may recall that the Michigan 
thing didn’t quite work out. At Arizona, he 
is remade, redeemed and — yes — rebooted. 
Athletic director Greg Byrne conducted 
a national search and found the anti-Mike 
Stoops. Rich is an offensive guy. Rich is 
personable. Rich also trashed the effort 
of Stoops’ former players — while renting 
Stoops’ house in the offseason. 

RichRod found 300-pound linemen who 
couldn't bench their weight. He found 
defensive backs who couldn’t put up 240. 

“My point is, what have you been doing?” 
Rodriguez said. “You cheated the program,a 
but you also cheated yourself.” 

Speaking of starting over, Mike Leach 
finally found work. He had been out of 
coaching since December 2009, and we were 
beginning to wonder if active lawsuits against 
Texas Tech and ESPN were going to impact his 
future. It was only a matter of time, even if 
that time lasted almost two years. 

Washington State is a heck of a comfort 


_ Trophy after winning the BCS title game vs LSU at the Mercedes-Benz Superdome. 


more time to football. Or something like 
that. If Meyer was looking to rest, recover 
and retool, it didn’t take very long for him 
to do it. His time away from football lasted 
considerably less than a year when you 
remember he was an ESPN analyst before 
taking the Buckeyes’ job. 

Arkansas was on its best two-year run 
in more than 40 years until Bobby Petrino 
decided to take a Sunday Harley ride with 
his mistress on — wait for it — April Fool's 
Day. The Hogs, though, aren't the Tide. As 
it settled on John L. Smith as a one-year 
interim, it was clear the program remained 
in a fragile state despite 21 victories and 
two major bowls in the past two seasons. 

Crash a crystal trophy? Arkansas would 
kill for the chance. 

“You described it perfectly,” said Regina 
Gardner-Morgan, mother of Arkansas 
tailback Knile Davis. “Bobby Petrino has 
done so many things to work up to this 
point. He has that team just right and 
they're just about to go over the hill. Then 
something like this happens.” 

No worries, Hogs. Hit the button. This is 
your year, too, if you believe in the Great 
Reboot of 2012. 
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f t is not enough for USC quarter- 
4 back Matt Barkley to be the Heis- 
fj man Trophy frontrunner and 

potential No. 1 NFL draft pick. 
At the same time he gets hyped for a 
record-setting senior season, he's also 
looking to have a lot of fun. 

When Barkley decided to return 
to USC he did not merely call coach 
Lane Kiffin. He orchestrated a dra- 
matic moment, asking Kiffin to drive 
to his house just before Christmas. 

After Kiffin walked in the house, 
Barkley handed him a handmade 
cardboard ornament that showed the 
pair embracing after the USC-Colora- 
do game, where the star quarterback 


set the Trojans’ single-game record 
for touchdown passes. A caption read, 
“2011 Great Memories.” 

The ornament barely impressed a 
cynical Kiffin, who said, “Cool orna- 
ment, Matt.” 

But Barkley, Lindy’s Offensive Play- 
er of the Year, told Kiffin to turn it over 
and read another caption: “One more 
year. To the memories next year.” 

“T tried to be all sad,” Barkley said 
of the way he was trying to fool Kif- 
fin. “But I can’t hold a straight face.” 

Or as Kiffin says, “Matt can’t lie.” 

Barkley is one of the most driven 
and competitive athletes to play for 
USC in the past 15 years, but that is 
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By Scott Wolf 


complemented by a boyish nature 
that does anything for a smile. 

“I really did want him to stay,” 
said his sister, Lainy, who also attends 
USC. “It's so fun being on campus 
with him.” 

Barkley’s honesty and good na- 
ture (and his strong arm) are reasons 
USC feels so positive about its quest 
for a national title. And even he will 
not deny it. 

“Looking at the team we have, it’s 
definitely something special,” Bark- 
ley said. “We're on the ride.” 

That is the type of comment that 
makes Kiffin wince because he likes 
to say, “You won’t hear us talking 
about a national championship.” 

Barkley’s teammates, however, 
love his directness. 

“Matt always kept us energized 
because he is positive,” former USC 
tailback Marc Tyler said. “He knew 
how to motivate us and willed us to 
win during games last season.” 

Being a motivator is a natural 
talent for Barkley, who always finds 
ways to keep things fresh and inter- 
esting. 

Barkley took 15 of his teammates 
on a trip to Haiti to help build homes, 
a trip that illustrated Barkley’s pen- 
chant for finding ways to make his 
teammates bond. It is a stark con- 
trast to the last quarterback with this 
much hype at USC (Matt Leinart), 
who avoided much interaction with 
his teammates during his senior year. 

“I've never been out of the coun- 
try,” USC defensive end Devon Ken- 
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nard said. “I think it was a great idea 
by Matt.” 

It is not an unusual trip for Bar- 
kley. After his sophomore year, with 
no bowl game because of NCAA sanc- 
tions, he went to Nigeria with his 
family to help the needy. 

Going to Haiti appealed to Bark- 
ley more than being an NFL rookie. 
He knew he was going to be a top 10 
draft choice but said, “I was meant to 
be at USC.” 

By the end of this season, Bark- 
ley appears to be meant to be USC's 
leader in career passing and total of- 
fense. He also will be the school’s first 
three-time captain. 

“He's got a chance to blow all 
these school records out of the 
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water,” Kiffin said. 

USC will open its new $100-mil- 
lion football center this year named 
after legendary coach John McKay, 
but the reverence for Barkley already 
led to another possible title. 

“The Matt Barkley Center sounds 


better,” USC athletic director Pat 
Haden joked. 

Barkley would turn down that of- 
fer. He might enjoy being in the spot- 
light, but dislikes over-the-top pre- 
sentations. When he announced his 
retum to USC, he was surprised the 
school arranged for the school band, 
song girls and the Heisman trophies 
flanking him inside Heritage Hall. 
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“That's not me,” Barkley said. 
“That's not what I’m about. I just 
didn’t want that image of myself. 
Hopefully, we'll add another (Heis- 
man Trophy) here later, but as of 
now, we have some work to do first.” 

What Barkley wants is to win and 
go to a bowl game, preferably the BCS 
title game. He endured the Trojans’ 
two-year bowl ban and wants his se- 
nior year to make up for NCAA sanc- 
tions. 

“We've waited a long time and it’s 
been frustrating sometimes not going 
to a bowl, but we never let it define 
us,” Barkley said. “We can make this 
year worth remembering and we've 

got a team to do it. I can’t wait.” 


Pos Name Ht Wt. 
QB Matt Barkley 6-2 230 
RB Montee Ball 5-11 212 
RB Marcus Lattimore 6-0 218 
WR Robert Woods 6-1 190 
WR Sammy Watkins 6-1 200 
TE Tyler Eifert 66 251 

C Barrett Jones 65 302 
OL Alex Hurst 6-6 340 
OL Luke Joeckel 6-6 310 
OL Ricky Wagner 66 322 
OL Chance Warmack 6-3 320 
PK Caleb Sturgis 5411 187 


Yr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Aad 


FIRST TEAM 


‘Marcus Lattimore Sammy Watkins Tyler Eifert 
SECOND TEAM 

School Pos Name Ht. Wt. Yr. School 

usc QB Denard Robinson 6-0 195 Sr. Michigan 
Wisconsin RB Knile Davis 6-0 226 Jr. Arkansas 
South Carolina RB Ray Graham 5-9 195 Sr. Pittsburgh 
usc WR Keenan Allen 6-3 206 Jr Cal 

Clemson WR Marquess Wilson 6-4 183 Jr. Washington State 
Notre Dame TE Philip Lutzenkirchen 6-5 250 Sr. Auburn 
Alabama © Dalton Freeman 6-5 285 Sr. Clemson 
LSU OL — Omoregie Uzi 6-3 300 Sr. Georgia Tech 
Texas A&M OL Gabe Ikard 6-4 295 Jr. Oklahoma 
Wisconsin OL Chris Faulk 66 325 Jr. LSU 
Alabama OL Taylor Lewan 6-8 302 Jr. Michigan 
Florida PK Dustin Hopkins 6-2 190 Sr. Florida State 


2012 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy's Sports Annuals 27 


LIN DYES 2ore 


yrann Mathieu has seldom let 
boundaries define him. Why 
start now? 

LSU’s All-American corner- 
back starred at St. Augustine High in 
New Orleans’ tough Orleans Parish. 
The practice field was a public park. 
The field was not lined. There were 
no goalposts. Still, he made it his own 
place to make the big time. 

“It’s part of the culture,” said LSU 
running backs coach Frank Wilson, 
a “St. Aug” grad and New Orleans re- 
cruiting savant. “To those kids, they 
don’t ever see it as, ‘We don’t have 
lines.’ It’s not an issue. 

“It’s not like they’re sitting around 
there like, ‘We're deprived.’” 

So how hard could St. Aug be? 
Neighborhood residents, some casu- 
ally smoking pot, would watch after 
the players at practice. On occasion, 
coach Dave Johnson would have to 
yell, “Get down” when a particularly 


dangerous police chase buzzed by. 

Formally adopted last year, Ma- 
thieu was raised since the age of 5 by 
his aunt and uncle. FoxSports.com re- 
ported earlier this year that his birth 
father is serving time for murder. 

Unlined field? Not a big deal. 

More like unlimited potential for 
the tenacious Honey Badger. 

So when Mathieu left Orleans Par- 
ish for Baton Rouge at age 17, he was 
ready for the big time. He flourished 
even prior to his freshman year. Usu- 
ally casual 7-on-7 drills became a bat- 
tleground for a kid longing to prove 
himself. 

LSU veterans remember Mathieu 
making every play, tight-roping to stay 
inbounds after interceptions. Skinning 
knees, bruising elbows. This was a try- 
out in itself for the skinny 5-9 cover 
guy. 
“He wanted to prove his worth,” 
Wilson said. “To prove, ‘I belong here.’” 
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There’s No 
Limiting 
this Honey 
Badger 


By Dennis Dodd 


We know now, don’t we? 

In a breakout 2011, Mathieu 
earned respect and that unforgettable 
nickname — Honey Badger. His ac- 
complishments got him to New York 
City, where he finished fifth in the 
Heisman voting. He won the Bednarik 
Award for National Defensive Player of 
the Year. Mathieu became perhaps the 
best player at his position — certainly 
the one with the most impact — since 
Charles Woodson. 

As a junior, he’s Lindy’s Preseason 
Defensive Player of the Year. Let’s just 
say he’s not stopping there. 

“] just think mentally, in my mind, 
I was always a step ahead of the game,” 
he said. “Not to take anything away 
from other players, I was just always 
confident in myself. I could make the 
best plays.” 

In redefining the position — at 
least in 2011 — Mathieu became mas- 
ter of what became dubbed “Badger 
Plays.” In 26 career games, he has four 
interceptions, 11 forced fumbles, eight 
fumble recoveries and two punt re- 
turns for touchdowns. That adds up to 
25 Badger Plays, almost one per game. 

“It’s almost like split personalities,” 
Wilson said. “On the field, he has this 
bravado about himself, this swag, for 
lack of a better word. Off the field, he’s 
humble and almost shy.” 

When the lights come on, he is the 
5-9, 180-pound overachiever. The ev- 
eryman Honey Badger. 

Defensive coordinator John Chavis 
came up with the nickname returning 
from a game at West Virginia. A viral 
YouTube video sprang up showing how 
nature’s real Honey Badger tenaciously 
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takes on dangerous prey. 

Mathieu’s cult of personality was 
such that the Heisman Trust even 
overlooked his one-game suspension 
during the season, Officially, LSU said 
it was for a violation of team rules. 
ESPN reported that Mathieu and two 
teammates had tested positive for syn- 
thetic marijuana. 

“T think I got punished,” Mathieu 
said, “I think I definitely did.” 

That barely diminished how the 
adopted son of a UPS truck driver bur- 
rowed his way into LSU hearts. With 
the season in the balance, he led the 
Tigers back from back-to-back double- 
digit deficits against Arkansas and in 
the SEC title game against Georgia. 

With his team down 14-0 against 


Sam Montgomery ‘Kawann Short 


the Hogs, Mathieu returned a punt 
92 yards for a score. Georgia was up 
10-0.in Atlanta, when Honey Badger 
once again sparked the comeback. A 
62-yard punt return for a touchdown 
ended with Mathieu apparently not 
even scoring. Replays seemed to indi- 
cate that he tossed the ball to an offi- 
cial before crossing the goal line. 

“I could see the referee looking at 
me kind of strange,” Mathieu said, “I'll 
be sure the next time to make sure I 
cross the goal line.” 

When you're on that much of a 
roll, apparently even the replay booth 
is in awe. 

Mathieu wasn’t even allowed to re- 
turn punts until his senior year at St. 
Aug. Because of his size, he hadn't 


been a star prospect on the camp cir- 
cuit. But Wilson saw something. Work- 
ing for Tennessee at the time, Wilson 
begged then-coach Lane Kiffin to offer 
Mathieu. No go. 

To get him more attention, Wilson 
suggested to Johnson — now at Tulane 
— to feature Mathieu. Basically, John- 
son created a few ways to make Ma- 
thieu’s uncommon skills readily ap- 
parent. Then, Mathieu garnered some 
invitations to summer camps, where 
he became a national-level recruit, 

“Unfortunately, I can’t take a knife 
and cut him open and allow you to 
see the heart that was in him,” Wilson 


said. “You can’t measure what he has.” 
In a way, fans, media and team- 
mates already have. 


Star Lotulelei Brandon Jenkins 


FIRST TEAM 


Pos Name Ht. Wt. 
DL SamMontgomery 6-4 245 
DL Kawann Short 6-3 310 
DL Star Lotulelei 6-4 325 
DL Brandon Jenkins 6-3. 260 
LB Jarvis Jones 63 241 
LB Manti Te'o 6-2 255 
LB Gerald Hodges 6-2 233 
DB Tyrann Mathieu 5-9 175 
DB David Amerson 6-3 194 
DB T.J. McDonald 6-3 205 
DB Eric Reid 6-2 208 
P Brad Wing 6-3 184 


Yr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
So. 


School Pos Name Ht Wt Yr. School 

LSU DL William Gholston 6-7 275 Jr. Michigan State 
Purdue DL Alex Okafor 6-4 260 Sr. Texas 

Utah DL Joe Vellano 6-1 285 Sr. Maryland 
Florida State DL Barkevious Mingo 6-5 240 Jr. LSU 

Georgia LB Chase Thomas 6-4 245 Sr. Stanford 

Notre Dame LB AJ, Klein 6-2 244 Sr.  lowa State 
Penn State LB  KhaseemGreene 6-1 220 Sr. Rutgers 

LSU DB Johnny Adams 5-11 175 Sr. Michigan State 
NC State DB Nigel Malone 5-10 185 Sr. Kansas State 
USC DB Robert Lester 6-2 210 Sr. Alabama 

LSU DB Bacarri Rambo 6-0 218 Sr. Georgia 

LSU P Ryan Allen 6-2 215 Sr. Louisiana Tech 


Le | 
if 
Jarvis Jones 


Manti Te'o 


SECOND TEAM 


Gerald Hodges 


Tyran Mathieu 


David Amerson 


Eric Reid 
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Robinson adds ‘leader’ 
to his role as UM star 
as his lightning-quick feet isn’t as omnipresent as it once was. 


I The grin is still part of the package, evidence that the Michigan 
quarterback is as calm as on the first play from scrimmage in his career, when he 
tured a mishandled snap into a improvisational touchdown sprint. 

But time, along with self-analysis and refinement, has changed Robinson. 

The once shy personality has been replaced with an assertive demeanor, 
Once all smiles, Robinson is now businesslike and focused. 

Although outside criticism persists, suggesting he doesn't have what it takes 


he wide, effervescent smile that once defined Denard Robinson as much 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Matt Barkley USC 
Enters season with 9,054 passing ar; 80 TDs... and looking for ring, 


| Dene Michigan 
¥ se 


RK 


Denard Robinson Sr. 
ee emit not be sania QB? H 


Landry Jon 
Has 12,979 career yards and something fo prove after lat 


ese ein 


Se 
posto him on our all-purpose list 


ve Clemson 
The AIFACC QB fs just scratching is potential after 33-TD season, 


Tyler Bray rennessee 
Has the arm that makes scouts aa now, he needs to win a big game. 


| Logan Thomas Virginia Tech 
3 tctant 8 set schol mak wth’ 3468 tot 


Keith Price Jr, Washington 
me st ace with RG Il is id, wild Alamo Bowl loss, 


“Saban says the word tte. i NOB can cay mee of th load, 
“Casey Pachall 
‘Super'debut as starter (2,914 va 35 09), wth a WRs coming back, 
EJ Manuel Florida State 

ergot launched as full-time st last year (injuries, incon 


Bryn Renner North Carolina 
‘Strong, accurate thrower led ACC m4 mesg nes es avating) 


stent), 


iraxton 
Urban says he loves Miller's “work a 


Taylor Martinez 

ihe truly has fixed some ofthe Gitibeanie trewiu note 

' Seth Doege Sr. Texas Tech 

an nee but tailed off in the eens half of the season. 
Washington State 

sata ‘ ke off Connor ra forthe iat igh Lact ‘sattack, 


a saa i mother things, 


oy inch gave him 31 TDs passes; in Philip fresh a more at State. 


‘Alex Carder ichigat 

are the a for MAC QBs; sui weave vauer alee hai 2011. 
Fresno State 

David Cat? ki bo should tive a hore of a look for ‘Dogs, 

“Connor Shaw uth Carolina 

Went 8-1 as starter, got better in va option, ant tt vex Spurrier, 


| Zach Mettenberger su 
Maybe he belongs on lst, maybe oat - Wil be fase 


either way. 


PLAYER RATINGS 
QUARTERBACKS — 


g 
a 
5 
to play quarterback at a 
the next level, Robinson 3 
remains focused on what a 


time he has left in Ann DENARD ROBINSON 
Arbor, That would be the 
job description for his senior 
season, which requires him to take charge and hold his teammates accountable. 
That is, to be less of a pupil and more of a teacher. 

“He's taking on more of a leadership role, and that's something that's exciting 
for me,” offensive coordinator Al Borges said, “That's exciting for all of us." 

Once more comfortable in the back of the room, Robinson is at now the head 
of the pack, willing to step to the forefront to help deliver the Wolverines’ first Big 
Ten championship since 2004, 

“{ don't do a lot of yelling and patting people on the butt," Robinson said, “Some- 
times, you have to get up in them, help them out and give them encouragement. 

“You can't always be nice to them — | can't always have a smile on my face.” 

That face has also been the face of Michigan football since he took over at 
quarterback in 2010. The facial expressions have evolved over time. 

Last season, a change in offensive philosophy changed Robinson's main 
duties, challenging him to run less and evolve into a more complete quarterback. 

But there were growing pains. As Michigan flourished during an 11-2 season, 
capped by a Sugar Bowl victory, Robinson struggled with consistency. Despite 
flashes of brilliance, Robinson completed only 56 percent of his passes and was 
intercepted 15 times, 

“That's not acceptable as a quarterback,” Robinson said. 

Borges, who adjusted his philosophies to accommodate Robinson's skills, 
impressed on his star quarterback that things had to change: It's time to eliminate 
turnovers and connect on more passes. 

“He's made a marked improvement,” Borges said. “There-are still errors here 
and there, but they're less. As he goes and understands better and better, you're 
going to get a better product.” 

And when he doesn't meet the standard, it's Robinson — not Borges — 
who does the correcting. 

With the extra effort, Robinson became more decisive and improved his 
accuracy, cutting down how much he threw off his back foot, 

He also took a step forward as a leader, 

The trait isn’t one that comes naturally to the normally soft-spoken Robinson, 
whose teammates once struggled to understand him in the huddle. But over time, 
he made an impression on those around him. 

“He has been more outgoing this season,” receiver Roy Roundtree said. 
“Being a quarterback, that's what it takes, because everyone is looking up to the 
quarterback. We take real impact in being a senior and taking leadership — 
just like (last year's) seniors did. 

“We're just trying to accomplish something better.” 

For Robinson, making his team better means making himself better. While 
remaining the focal point of his team and the school's resident Big Man On 
Campus — even earning him a shout-out from visiting President Barack Obama 
— Robinson has made self-improvement a main priority. 

Both as a quarterback and a leader. 

‘Ask how much his passing has improved, and Robinson characterizes the 
change as night and day. Bring up his tendency to be more vocal, and his all- 
business persona appears, understanding it's now part of who he is. 

“'m taking on a leadership role, trying to be the best quarterback | can be for 
the team,” Robinson said. “Right now, I'm just trying to get better at everything.” 

And that’s got everyone around him smiling from ear to ear. 

— Jeff Arnold 
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PLAYER RATINGS 
RUNNING BACKS 


Ball returns to be better 
than last year’s No. 1 RB 


‘obody came up to his face and said it, but Montee Ball knows some the risk of injury? Didn't he 
people were tempted to do so. ‘know running backs have 
When the Wisconsin running back made the surprising decision to Notoriously short NFL shelf 


return for his senior year, he read and heard a lot of comments about what a huge lives and shouldn't waste 


mistake he was making. Carries at the college level? 
How could he possibly improve on his 2011 season, when he was a Heisman In announcing his 
Trophy finalist and led the Badgers to a second straight Rose Bow!? What about decision to retum, Ball MONTEE BALL 
admitted he was making 
“a pretty huge gamble.” 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Montee Ball Sr. Wisconsin 
A2011 Heisman finalist after rushing for 1,923 yards and 33 TDs. 
Marcus Lattimore a ‘South Carolina 
Let's assume a healthy knee; punishing runner will rip through SEC. 
Knile Davis Jr. Arkansas 

Remember, he had 1,028 yards in seven games of 2010 season. 
Ray Grahi Pittsburgh 

hat pelo secre boc Fisher tors ion injury at midseason, 
Joseph Randle Jr. ‘Oklahoma State 
Scatback seeks same open port with new weapons at QB, WR. 
Giovani Bernard North Carolina 
AILACG freshman had 1,253 yards a 18 touchdowns. 

Fitzgerald Toussaint Michigan 

Ready to build off sensational set half of the 2011 season. 

Stepfan Taylor Stanford 

Fag “aula” onsecutve 1,000-yard season in aan Luok's shadow. 
Robbie Rou: Sr. State 

Big-time workhorse; carriad 36 se for 169 va vs. Nebraska. 
Andre Ellington 

Rushed for 1,178 yards last senor tos ak ie ar of health, 

Rex Burkhead Nebraska 

Not as flashy as some, but he's aor for north of 1,300 yards again 
John White IV Sr. Utah 

‘As a JC transfer last season, set a school we ‘with 1,519 rushing yards. 
Kenjon Barner Sr. 

Main man now? Went for 939 ma wid 11 TDss sale last season. 
Eddie Lacy Alabam: 

From Mark Ingram to Tent rea and hefe's the next Bama star. 


Zach Line ‘SMU 
fuse for atleast 8 yards in al 10 ames oe zie late in 2011. 


Sr. 
Thasteet leading returning rusher; darted for i555 yee. 1410s. 


Chris Mic u Sr. Texas A&M 

Oft-injured and coming off ACL tear, but his ceiling is as high as any. 
Cierre Wood ‘Sr. Notre Dame 

Bigger focus of offense with QB in eat 102 rushing yards in 2011. 
Silas Redd n State 

Needs to be a constant for Lions on change to el O'Brien's offense. 


isaiah Crowell Georgia 
Touted recruit was SEC Freshman cL the ‘Year wine 850 yards, 
Curtis McNe 

Bulked up to help durability; sec 69 jutens a & last year. 
Le'Veon Bell Michigan State 
Potential for more carries after 948 ae 13 TDs share, 
Onterio McCalebb 

Little guy can do it all, and should 


| LSU's quart 
‘Take your pick: 


n/a Lsu a 
| Ford, Spencer Ware, Kenny Hillard, Alfred Biue. 


While he knew all of the arguments against returning, they were trumped by 
two things he couldn't get out of his mind. 

The first was outdoing an NFL Draft evaluation that projected him as a third- 
round pick. “I do believe I'm better than the third round,” he said. 

The second was the four-year commitment he made to the Badgers when he 
signed. 

“My character speaks for itself,” Ball said in the spring, “I'm true to my word. 
That's why | decided to stay here and help this team win. | signed a letter of intent 
to stay (four years).” 

Ball told the running backs of his decision the day before the Rose Bowl, then 
informed the rest of the team in the locker room, following the heartbreaking 45-38 
loss to Oregon, 

For a while, it appeared as if Ball might be the only one returning, Six as- 
sistant coaches bolted for new jobs in January. Wisconsin sent a school-record 
eight players to the scouting combine, the second-highest total of any school in 
the country. 

But Ball placed his trust in Badgers coach Bret Bielema and weathered the 
turmoil. Bielema found new coaches, and the Badgers go into the season hoping 
to make school history with a third consecutive Big Ten title. 

“From day one, when | told (Bielema) to his face, | decided to stay, | had a lot 
f faith in him — and | still do,” Ball said, “He picked the right coaches. They're re- 
ally doing a great job finding a bunch of young players who are going to help us.” 

Ball's show of faith was a strong declaration about the program's direction. 
He also backed up his vow to get better with his performance in winter workouts. 
‘Strength coaches set up six individual stations, where players competed one-on- 
one in a variety of agilty drills. Ball went undefeated, 

“He was challenged more than anybody,” running backs coach Thomas Ham- 
mock said. “He won every one. He was always at the front of the line, pushing the 
guys.” 

Ball worked in the spring to polish minor flaws in his game, focusing on pass 
protection and becoming even more explosive out of cuts. 

“What I've seen right here (in the spring), Monte will be a better player,” 
Bielema said. 

Ball led the nation with 1,923 rushing yards last season, and his 39 total 
touchdowns tied the NCAA record set by Barry Sanders in 1988. Bielema said Ball 
could be a better all-around player in 2012, even if he doesn't match his gaudy 
2011 statistics. 

“He's not trying to produce the same numbers,” Bielema said. “He's not trying 
to do anything other than try to win football games and play his best football.” 

‘And those critics, who said he was crazy for coming back? They provide even 
more motivation for Ball's relentless pursuit of improvement. 

“Its a lot of fuel,” he said. 

Hammock tells his players, “The enemy of great is being good.” Ball refuses 
to be satisfied and is determined to drag his teammates along with him. 

“That's what I'm striving to be — great,” he said. “You don't know how hard 
I'm going to work and how hard I'm going to push these players to make this thing 
work. You never know what a player is capable of doing.” 

— Tom Mulhern 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RECEIVERS 


SC wide receiver Robert Woods was a consensus All-American and 
finalist for the Biletnikoff Award last season, but if he needs motivation 
for his junior season, he needs to look no further than the comments 
of his coach, Lane Kiffin. 
The day after USC defeated UCLA, 50-0, in the season-finale, Kiffin said 
Woods was “the second-best receiver” on the team, behind Marqise Lee. 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 


| RK _NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Robert Woods Jr. usc 
an line up anywhere and create a mismatch; 111 catches last year. 
‘Sammy Watl Clemson 

Freshman season: 62 catches for 1,219 yards and i touchdowns. 
Keenan Allen Ir. 

Fad 88 cates for 142 yards ast Season wit Ral bother at OB, 
“Marquess Wilson Jr “Washington State 
‘Uneven spring, but big-play guy sk to bethe focus of Mike Leach attack 
Margise Lee 

So dangerous after the catch; qanierea ae 


‘Justin Hunter Jr Tennessee 
Last season's tor ACL won't ea him from becor one ‘SEC's best. 


Tavon Austin Ss West Virginia 
Inside WR had great spring after four i 
Arkansas 
target this time around. 
Terrance Williams Baylor 
Aployeker or the pew OB: 58 cates, SiyersstTes TDsin ‘11. 
Da’Rick Rogers Tennessee 
First-round potential, but has had i Share of st field Ts 
‘Stedman Bailey 
Gotta love his speed, playmaking (a's) and 18 raya per catch, 
Malcolm Mitchell 
‘Look good in the spring 
Ryan Swo} 
Can he repleste 89 catches, 1 207 i 
DeAndre Hopkins 
| Dabbled in pest: focused on toot now; 124 catches in two years. 
Tavarr Sr. 
| Has a gear that can go get plenty at sone aes fa Asc Murray. 
Josh Boyce 
Came up big vs. Boise last season: tices oi th 998 yards, nine 
Emory Blake ‘Auburn 
Deep threat averaged 17.0 yards oat catch lat season, 
Conner Vernon Sr. Duk 
Only player in ACC history with multiple seasons of To-plus catches 


OdellBeckham 
LSU's new go-to guy will in down deep balls from Zach Mettenberger. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
‘Tyler Eifert ‘Sr. “Notre Dame — 
med some All-America honors last season (63 catches, 803 y 
Philip Lutzenkirchen Sr. 
Makes the circus catches, blocks 
Jacob Pedersen Wisconsin 
Made eight TD a i ‘season and is blossoming as a blocker. 
Austin Washington 
Terrific athlete who seapaved ei ‘hoops: cee for monster season. 


Jake Stoneburner io State 
Remember Aaron Hemandez at Fora for Meyer That's § neuer 


Georg 
ee plenty as WR. 


Texas AM 
jout Tan and in SEC? 


Auburn . 
comes through in the clutch. 


“Not rated due to spring suspension: Darius Johnson, SMU 


‘The Robert Factor’ keeps 
Trojans looking downfield 


Itwas an odd com- 
ment. Woods set the 
conference receiving 
record (111), and led the 
team in receiving yards 
(1,292) and touchdown 
catches (15). 

Yet, in the Trojans’ rout of the Bruins, while Woods was catching 12 
passes, Lee was catching 13. While Woods was amassing 113 yards and two 
touchdowns, Lee was piling up 224 yards and two scores. On that night, Lee 
was unbelievable. 

“I respect what Coach Kiffin said,” Woods said. “I just want to be healthy 
and 100 percent this year. Then | can show everyone what I'm capable of 
doing when I'm pain free.” 

Woods, you see, played with an ankle injury that bothered him the entire 
‘season. Even with the bad ankle, Woods did things most receivers fail to do 
with two healthy wheels. Just one example: He caught a short pass against 
Arizona and tumed it into an 82-yard touchdown en route to 255 yards receiv- 
ing against the Wildcats. 

“He makes a lot of plays that make me look good,” USC quarterback Matt 
Barkley said. “He's really easy to play with because he is always where he 
needs to be. | can depend on him every play if | need to. We have a special 
Telationship that way.” 

Having an experienced playmaker like Woods, and an up-and-comer like 
Lee, gave Barkley two reasons to come back for his senior season. 

From his first day at USC, Woods displayed special tendencies, walking 
everywhere with his playbook and learning the offense faster than the other 
freshmen. He and Barkley were immediately on the same page. 

“We always had our timing down,” Woods said. “It’s like playing catch with 
someone. It’s real natural.” 

Woods underwent ankle surgery after last season and, to ensure he is 
healthy this year, did not participate in spring practice. 

With teams now worried about Lee, it might be impossible to double-team 
Woods. The duo's combined receptions (184) and receiving yards (2,435) 
were the most by a pair of USC receivers in a single season. 

Kiffin called opposing teams’ double-coverage ‘The Robert Factor.” 

“He helps us in ways | don't think people understand,” Kiffin said. “Even 
it he only has eight receptions in a game, they're trying to take him away and 
it's allowing all these other guys to make plays.” 

Woods opened the season catching a school-record 17 passes against 
Minnesota, drawing ever-increasing attention from defenses, 

“What's really amazing, even after all the attention they gave him, he had 
33 catches in the first three games,” Kiffin said. 

But Woods is not just one of the nation’s top receivers, he's one of the 
hungriest. 

“There were times when Coach Kiffin said | might not play in games (be- 
cause of injuries),” Woods said. “I remember everyone wanted to know if | would 
play against Oregon. | knew I would play. But | also knew | wasn't at my best. 

“| have no doubts | will be at my best this year.” 

Whatever Woods does, the big question for USC fans is whether Woods 
will retum for his senior season in 2013? 

“If the NFL is there, of course you have to look into it,” Woods said. “But 
Matt and (safety) T.J. McDonald set the standard, returning for their senior 
year. Me and (linebacker) Dion Bailey and a lot of guys were talking, That 
should be the new trend, getting your degree.” 

If that is what Woods really thinks, Kiffin will have no problems bestowing 
any title the wide receiver wants. 


Photo by John Pyle 


ROBERT WOODS 


— Scott Wolf 
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Aggies tackle is no 
joke to opponents 


fn fler graduating a semester early from Arlington (Texas) High, offensive 
lineman Luke Joeckel — perhaps the biggest prize of Texas A&M's 2010 
A recruiting class — enrolled in January 2010, along with his twin brother 
Matt, a quarterback prospect for the Aggies. 


CLASS caer 


Barrett Jones Sr. 
Outland Trophy winner takes on a new position on Bama’ talented OL. 


Dalton Freeman Sr. Clemson 
AI-AGG center has started 96 ci in his career. 


Khaled Holmes 
Hew asott a Nt Amedcan combination at OB and center for USC? 


Ben Habern Sr. ‘Oklahom: 
Missed spring with neck injury but vt be back to help lead standout OL. 


Joe Madsen jr. West Virginia 
Hasn't niece a start nhs carer fed team in noekcones locks in 1 


Travis Swanson Jr. Arkan: 
Willbe thd-Year starter; the up-front centerpiece fora prolific ofens 


T.J. Johnson Sr. ‘South Carolina 
Started all 40 games of career, with postseason awards along the way. 


Braxston Cave Sr. Notre Dame 
Missing last four games helped him decide to retum for fifth year. 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 
ck r. Alabamé 
Even with Barrett Jones at center, Boss might be Bama’s best OL. 


Omoregie Uzi Georgia Tech 
Carrer IAC honors and checked but rat status Betre retuming. 
Gabe Ikard Jr. ‘Oklahoma 

Also excelled at center when Ben ie was out a season, 


Alvin Bailey nsas 
Was I the doghouse in the spring. ut has ARSED tnt 


Larry Warford Sr. Kentucky 
Two-time second-team selection to the AILSEC team. 

Jonathan Cooper Sr. North Carolina 

Was rated NELDraftScout’s No. 1 senior OG prospect in spring. 

Chris McDonald Michigan State 
fifa tneman whose bother, Niches spot past wo years in NEL. 
Lane Taylor Sr. Oklahoma State 
With 96 career starts, leads a aes lina in font of freshman OB. 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Alex Hurst Sr. 
Sceches ALSEO selection who mans the fight sto forthe Tae 
Luke Joeckel ‘Texas A&M 

Huge potential will be tested by the big and spacey SEO pass rushers 
Ricky Wagner Sr. Wisconsin 

Has nicely followed in LT er (of Joe Thomas and Gabe Carimi. 
Chris Faulk su 

Should be a eying a first-round Gat ace vita bg junior year. 
Taylor Lewan Jr. Michigan 

Kid with big personality who is seo Comparisons to UM greats. 
‘Oday Aboushi Virgi 

avs have had three first-round ors 5 Since 2006 ... one more? 

DJ. Fluker Jr. Alabama 
Might have most potential on OT I tig Jean at a scant 350 pounds. 


Justin Pugh Syracu: 
AI-Big East performer; has blocked ie two different 1, "000-yard RBs. 


With Jerrod Johnson 
and Ryan Tannehill 
entrenched at quarterback 
entering the spring of 
2010, Matt Joeckel had no 
illusions of playing early in 
his collegiate career. Because of deficiencies in the offensive line, however, Luke 
was regarded as a likely candidate to work his way into the starting lineup as 
a true freshman ... at the high-profile spot of left tackle, no less. 

But when spring ball started, Joeckel was embarrassed on the practice field. 
His hopes of starting immediately — as well as most of his long-term dreams — 
were initially dashed when he could rarely even touch the rush linebacker in front 
of him. 

“It was a joke, but it wasn't funny to me,” the well-spoken Joeckel recalled. 

“| was right out of high school trying to make a big impression, and there were 
many times | couldn't even touch the guy. 

“I'm dead serious. | remember thinking, ‘Man, is this the kind of talent I'm go- 
ing to see every week in the Big 127’ | was pretty happy when we started playing 
games and realized that not everybody | faced was like Von Miller.” 

Well, yeah. Miller, remember, led the nation in sacks in 2009, won the Butkus 
Award in 2010, and was the NFL's Defensive Rookie of the Year in 2011 after 
a stellar debut season with the Denver Broncos. Additionally, Miller may have 
placed Joeckel on the fast track in terms of his development as an offensive 
lineman. 

“My freshman year was hard, especially in terms of just getting used to the 
speed compared to high school,” Joeckel said. “But blocking Von Miller in spring 
practices helped me a ton. | had a lot of offside penalties when | first came in, but 
after four or five games, | started getting better.” 

Joeckel, a 6-6, 315-pound left tackle, soon realized that nobody else could 
block Miller one-on-one, consistently, either. So upon starting all 13 games as a 
true freshman in 2010, Joeckel struggled at times, but made major strides as the 
Aggies won their last six regular-season games before falling to LSU in the Cotton 
Bowl. 


Photo by Doug Holleman 


LUKE JOECKEL 


Joeckel continued his impressive development as a sophomore, emerging as 
the premier player on an offensive iine that allowed the fewest sacks (nine) in the 
Big 12 in 2011. 

“I felt much more comfortable last year,” he said. ‘This year, I plan on getting 
better and better and building on what I've done so far.” 

Joeckel and fellow junior right tackle Jake Matthews, son of NFL Hall of 
Famer Bruce Matthews, form one of the most impressive tackle tandems in Texas 
‘A&M history. As the Aggies prepare to enter the SEC in 2012, the offensive line is 
undoubtedly the team’s strength. 

Joeckel says he is fully aware that dominant defensive line play has been 
one of the key characteristics of the premier teams in the SEC for many years. 
Nevertheless, Joeckel is confident he is prepared for anything or anyone he will 
face this year and beyond. 

“Going to the SEC, we are playing against the best competition in the coun- 
try, and it is a league known for its great defensive linemen,” said Joeckel, whose 
father, David, was an offensive lineman at Texas Tech. 

“But | am looking forward to that challenge. Jake and | are looking forward to 
‘going against those great defensive ends in the SEC. Personally, | feel like I've 
already played against the best of the best in Von. 

“That guy is a total freak in a good way, and | was not surprised at all that he 
was the Defensive Rookie of the Year. He really helped me develop in a hurry and 


prepared me for whatever Ill face next.” 
— Rusty Burson 
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Montgomery said it takes “a dominant defensive mentality... I's all about 
mindset.” 
If that were the only requirement, there would be no shortage of “great LSU 
players.” 
Then, again, given the talent-rich depth of the Tigers, it could be argued they 


| nthe quest to become “a great LSU player,” junior right defensive end Sam 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Sam Montgomery Jr. Lsu 
Was a FWAA first-team All-American after posting nine sacks on great D. 
“Brandon Jenkins Sr. Florida State 

‘Has helped lead resurgence of FSU D with 36.5 career tackles for loss. 
‘William Gholston 

Reminiscent of former Spartan Juli 

Alex Okafor Sr. 

Big Oak was, ist team All-Big 12 i 14 TFls, a ‘seven sacks, 

| Joe Vellano_ Mary! 

Great motor; moving to end in 3-4 fork, Would tate en ghar at DT. 


Barkevious Mingo Jr. Lsu 
| Almost unfairly quick off the edge, had five QB hurries in SEC title game. 


PLAYER RATINGS 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


For LSU’s Montgomery, it’s ‘all 
about the mindset,’ and more 


James Gayle Virginia Tech 
es Han to be as good a defender as theres nthe HOG, 


Auburn 
Fiscet defense: stars with ron 5 sacks, five forced fumbles). 


John Simon Ohio State 
28 cares tackles for loss and less Ube's talented Dino, 


Jackson Jeffcoat Jr. Tex 
Rangy and sudden off the line, as fs 2 TFLs last season suggest. 


Dion Jordan Oregon 
Just like the rest of the Ducks: out for Rosas and Jey a mismatch. 


Devin Taylor 


NAME coe 


Kawann Short urdue 
Has rare quickness, pass-rush skis fo interior lineman (17 TFLs). 


Star Lotulelei Sr. 
Was voted by Pac-12 offensive eat asthe ibague's best DLlast year. 


| Jonathan Hankins 
ads 67 tacos an season and hada big spring fo new coae ‘coaches. 


John Jenkins Sr. Georgia 
At 351 pounds, he is the classic inne ibieta on the ms tine, 


‘Aaron Donald 
Moved around the front last year vihen he had TOTELS aed 11 sacks, 


Jesse Willi Alabama 
a's 


COLLEGE 


jake Forest 
| Not the Toure He's 611, 260, and just zips past interior i 
_ Nebraska 
Senior season could be special 


don't lack for great players. 
Yet, only a select few stand 
ut from the rest, and that's 
where Montgomery fits in, 

Not only is he strong 
“between the ears,” which 
is how he classified the 
proper mental disposition, 
he has the physical ability 
to become an NFL first-round draft choice. At 6-4, 245 pounds, he has the size to 
disrupt the opposition and the speed and footwork to create havoc. 

What's more, he works diligently to enhance those physical skills. 

Defensive coordinator John Chavis said Montgomery “brings some special 
things to our defense in terms of a guy who can play the run well and also rush the 
passer.” 

Montgomery's statistics support that claim. Last season, he registered 
a team-high nine sacks, the third-highest total in the Southeastern Conference. 

That matched the fourth best single-season total in school history. 

His 13.5 tackles for losses ranked fourth in the SEC. He finished with 49 tackles 
overall, tops among LSU's returning linemen. 

No wonder he was selected first-team All-America by the Football Writers of 
America, and was a Ted Hendricks Defensive End of the Year finalist. 

Montgomery considered jumping early to the NFL, but decided against it 
because he wanted to earn his degree next spring. He also wanted to help his young 
backups prepare to start when he does leave. 

Besides, in the meantime, he's enjoying himself and college. He redshirted his 
first year and then started the first five games of 2010 before his season was cut 
short by a knee injury. He had 18 tackles with two sacks, leading coaches to name 
him to the SEC All-Freshman Team. 

Then came his dominant redshirt sophomore season. As much as he has ac- 
complished, he has only 16 starts in his career, so an additional year of experience is 
likely to help him in the eyes of the NFL. 

He'll team with Barkevious Mingo, LSU's other starting junior defensive end, to 
keep the Tigers among the nation’s best defenses. They ranked second last season, 
limiting foes to just 261.5 yards and 11.3 points per game. 

‘We haven't lost a beat,” Montgomery said. “The front looks good. We just need 
to step it up some. We'll work on that during the summer.” 

Namely, LSU has to be just a notch better than Alabama, which edged the 
Tigers in both defensive statistical categories and embarrassed them in the BCS 
national championship game, 21-0. LSU stopped Alabama in overtime during the 
regular season, 9-6, but was no match for the Crimson Tide in the postseason. 

‘Montgomery said he and his teammates have moved on. ‘January 9th was put 
to bed a long time ago.” 

He did add a qualifier to that statement: “It's been in our minds, But just as a 
reminder that for every game you have to be ready for every last moment... As far 
as the bad taste in my mouth, | just look forward to the next time we play them.” 

That would be Nov. 3 in Tiger Stadium. There will be plenty of football to play 
before then, and LSU will need Montgomery performing as well as ever to handle the 
rigors of the SEC. 

Montgomery has paid special attention to his hand work and his quickness off 
the line, saying he’s committed to doing whatever necessary to finish his college 
career right. 

‘That would entail finishing off the season one game better than last season .. 
which is where Lindy’s ranks the Tigers heading into the fall. 
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SAM MONTGOMERY 


— Dave Moorman 
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Rare talent has Irish 


looking for rare season 


as Manti Te’o only come around every so often. 

Diaco says the only defensive player he has been around that 
compares to Te’o is Chris Long, the former Virginia star and current St. Louis 
Rams defensive end. 

“He was unique,” said Diaco, who coached linebackers and was special 
teams coordinator at Virginia from 2006 to 2008. “| hadn't been around some- 


J NI otre Dame defensive coordinator Bob Diaco knows linebackers such 
I 
a 


| RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

Manti Te'o Sr. Notre Dame 

Hasn't serene! on or off field. Career: 324 tackles, 28.5 for loss. 
AA. Kiel Sr. iowa State 

Goxblg 12 Detensive POY; had 14 lain in ea ‘of Okiahoma State, 
Chris Borland nsin 

The best middle linebacker in Big ta . again {M43 taco, 19 fr oss) 
‘Arthur Brown Kansas State 
Ex-Miami Hurricane flew around w 101 stops in al-eague season, 
C.J. Mosley Alabama 

Farrel veer Avan Wilt aaron ‘expanded role. 
Kevin Reddick Sr. North Carolina 

Vocal leader could be another first za patete on Carolina. 

‘Alec Ogletree 

Be hard ae to find a quicker lbs 52 tackisotn en games in'11, 
Nico Johns« Sr. ‘Alabama 

Hasn't had the ful playing time to bas big su "but he wil 
James Morris 

Wate 110 tales lst season while spliting time Wise and ouside 
Shayne Skov Sr. 

ACL rehab was coming along fine in the spring; tough, tenacious player. 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


| RK NAME eo oe 
Jarvis Jones jeorgia 
Big plays get noticed (13.5 sacks, i 5 TFLs), a he’s a complete package. 
Gerald Hodges in State 
Former safely ‘has great instincts vet tra md beckdard 
Chi Thoms stanford 
Great size and pass-rushing ability of the edge e 5 sacks last year). 
Khaseem Greene Sr. Rut; 
Big East co-Defensive Player of a Year after leaguerleaing 141 stops. 
Jonathan Brown Minois 
Frid surat guts: 8 acon 3:5 Fs fotes aw sates Wo recat 
Mike Taylor Sr. Wisconsin 
First-team All-Big Ten player who made 150 tackles last season. 
Jake Knott lowa State 
Retuming All-Big 12 player is pra tough; = ess ‘Career tackles. 
elt Jenkins 
ie profile athletic lin od Hho, shoul ber ra huge 

res Allen Michigan State — 
A playmaker (11 sacks, 18.5 TFLs) m= cos ce ‘State defense. 
Sean Porter 
fener (7 TFs, 9.5 sacks) and DE rane Moreh ft in = in SEC, 
ind 

he 2011 season. 


aryl 
SOO AACS safety retuing fom AGL niu sutfoed 
‘A.J, Johnson So. Tennessee 
Made 80 tackles en route to consensus Freshman All-America honors. 
Dion Bailey usc 
Ready for blgger honors after wae Pac-12 Defensive Freshman POY. 


‘Shaun Lewis ‘Oklahoma State 
An impact player from the start. vi v7 5 career tackles for loss. 


PLAYER RATINGS 


one like him before or since 
Manti. It's like every 
10 years, 20 years.” 

Te’o has been special 
— or as Diaco calls him, 
“rare” — since he arrived at 
Notre Dame as the nation’s 
No. 1 defensive prospect 
out of high school. 

The 6-2, 255-pound senior started 10 of 12 games as a freshman and 
recorded 63 tackles and 5.5 tackles for loss. 

He followed up by more than doubling his tackles as a sophomore — 

133, including 9.5 for loss, as he started every game. 

Te’o continued to rack up impressive numbers as a junior, notching 
128 stops with 13.5 for loss, And he added another element — sacks. 

After recording only two sacks in his first two seasons, Te’o had five last 
year. 

“| can improve on everything as a leader, as a football player,” Te’o said. 

“| can just improve on everything and in every facet of my game.” 

There was no guarantee Te’o was going to give Notre Dame all four years 
of his eligibility. He contemplated entering the NFL Draft after the Irish finished 
8-5 for a second straight season and lost 18-14 to Florida State in the Champs 
Sports Bowl. 

He was projected as high as a first-round draft selection, but he didn't want 
to leave Notre Dame without his degree or feeling like he gave the university 
and football program everything he has. 

“I'm just going to try to maximize everything | got, maximize my potential,” 
Te’o said. “I'm going to make sure that when | leave here | can honestly say 
| gave it my all.” 

But while he gives it his all, Te’o understands that being one of the most 
high-profile players at Notre Dame can create some unwanted attention. 

He said he will block out bad thoughts as he plays his final college season. 
“Honestly, it's a lot of pressure, and sometimes it’s pressure you don't 
want,” Te’o said. “Sometimes it carries over to your family, and people say stuff 

about your family. 

“It hurts. You are just a regular 21-year-old, who has loving parents, and 
people are saying stuff about you and your family. It comes with the territory 
I guess. 

“You always have to keep a clear mind and remember who you are and do 
what you do. And not pay attention to all the critics and guys who praise you. 
You have to stay focused, level-headed, and you will be fine.” 

Te’o retums to a defense that has plenty of talent, even after emerging star 
defensive end Aaron Lynch left the program during spring practice. Lynch said 
he wanted to retum home to south Florida. 

Notre Dame's defensive line features ends Stephon Tuitt and Kapron 
Lewis-Moore and nose guard Louis Nix III. Te’o will be joined in the linebacker 
fotation by Dan Fox, Carlo Calabrese, Ishaq Williams and Danny Spond. 

In addition, safeties Jamoris Slaughter and Zeke Motta will keep the defen- 
sive backfield strong, as new cornerbacks Lo Wood, Josh Atkinson and Bennett 
Jackson settle in. 

‘With a strong supporting cast, Te’o says he is thinking of only one thing in 
his final season — going out on top. 

“| just want to win,” Te’o said. “I want to do whatever it takes to win. | know 
| have guys around me, and this team wants to win. It's a special team. I'm not 
just saying that because it is my senior year.” 


MANTI TE’O 


—Tony Krausz 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Carolina State's spring game. 
There was Wolfpack comerback David Amerson’s 65-yard intercep- 
tion retum in the Belk Bow ... three times, three different angles, played 
over and over, Every time it was a touchdown, 
twas Amerson’s favorite interception of a conference-record 13 in 2011. 
“That's a tough one to top,” Amerson said of the big play against Louisville. 


T he replay looped on the videoboard at Carter-Finley Stadium during North 


TOP CORNERBACKS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Tyrann Mathieu 
Plays bigger than hei, knows the wi time to ie See 


Can't expect him nto grab 13 INTs sin but el ares affect the game. 


Johnny Adams Michigan State 
a S in aki active and ost ‘three INTS and four = in 2011. 


Kansas 
iS'sove its ist season in is i year out of Hee oe 
Johnthan Bani Mississippi State 


ks 
Has 12 career INTs; best Bulldogs 88 in about a decade. 


Nickell Robey usc 
Small and quick (5-8, 165), he's All he 12.vs. wars tall, talented WRs. 


Micah Hyde 
Versatile DB stepped up in spring, lc be lan ord play more man. 
Brodrick Brown Jr. Oklahoma State 

Makes up for lack of height (5-8) with athleticism and on-ball skills. 

EW. Gaines Jr. Missouri 

Defended 18 passes last season to set a single-season school mark. 
Merrill Noe! So. Wake Forest 

Was a fearless frestiman who broke a ‘a school-record 19 passes. 
Demontre Hurst Oklahoma 

A veteran of 27 starts; had 55-yard NT tum ca) vs. Texas in'11. 


Xavier Rhodes Jr, lorida Stat 
Niner cb down last year, but he's aig, prea player With upside. 


TOP SAFETIES 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
T.J. McDonal 
Another Trojan ie stayed: 
Eric Reid 
By our count, one of six LSU j incite could bet first-rounders in 2013, 
Robert Lester Sr. Alabama 
After nearly leaving for NFL, came back to lead reloaded secondary. 
Bacarri Rambo Sr. Georgia 
Downgraded a bit because he has x Serve early season suspension. 
John Boyett ‘Oregon 
shoe a Veebuckar moval othe postion, nate 108 aps last our 

ny Jefferso ur. ‘Oklahoma 
wags parked at FS this year aftr cid all over last season. — 
Kenny Vaccaro 
| Big hitter and game-changer, and Yel nother standout UT Ds. 

Florida 

SS get: pipe esa CE i ee rr soos 
Lamarcus Joyner Florida Sta 
At5-8, covers a lot of ground from & spot; seeand team AFACG in 2011. 
Hakeem Smith Louisville : 
All-Big East safety already a vetecan net 25 career starts. 


Has forced seven fumbles and med 08 aches pet wo > years. 
C.J. Barnett Ohio State 


Led the Buckeyes with 75 tackles last season. 


Wolfpack craving a replay 
of Amerson’s baker’s dozen 


“Itwas for the (ACC) record; 
it went for a touchdown, and it 
helped us win the game.” 

‘Amerson, who didn't 
have an interception as 
a freshman, had two in the 
31-24 bowl victory, The 
pick-six in the third quarter 
became the deciding points 
in the game and eclipsed former North Carolina comerback Dre Bly's conference 
mark of 11 interceptions from 1996. 

Amerson added one more interception on Louisville's final possession of the 
game to give him 13 for the season, Al Worley of Washington is the only player in 
Division I-A history with more, 14 in 1968. 

That kind of a season would be tough for anyone to top. What do you do for an 
encore after breaking a 73-year-old school record, setting a conference record, and 
leading the country in interceptions? 

It's a question the junior from Greensboro, N.C., has already thought about in 
a whirlwind offseason of collecting All-American honors and the Jack Tatum Award 
as the nation’s top defensive back. 

First things first for Amerson: Stay humble. The bright-eyed, soft-spoken, 
under-recruited local product gets more attention on campus — and some good- 
natured trash talk from his teammates — but he's focused on following up his 
‘spectacular 2011 season. 

“As quick as you go up, you can go down,” Amerson said, “I have to have the 
same hungry attitude. | can't be satisfied with where I'm at.” 

Amerson attributes his success to his soft hands — he played receiver in high 
school — and a knack for the ball. If he can touch the ball, it's usually his. At 6-3, 
he's tall for a corner, but he still has quick feet and good hip turn, qualities the best 
cover comers have. 

It's the combination of all the qualities — the athletic ability and the |Q— 
that makes Amerson so successful, NC State coach Tom O'Brien sai 

“He has a great feel for the game and a great sense of anticipation,” O'Brien 
said. 

Plus, the coach added: “He just has a knack for making plays.” 

Amerson’s attitude is even more impressive to O'Brien. After the season, 
Amerson’s teammates voted him team MVP. When he stood up for the acceptance 
speech, he told his teammates that he would be defined by what he does with the 
rest of his career, not what he did in 2011. 

“He has his mindset in the right direction,” O'Brien said. 

But will anyone throw in Amerson's direction this season? He had four games 
in 2011 with at least two interceptions, with game-deciding touchdown returns 
against Virginia and Louisville. Senior safety Earl Wolff said Louisville tested 
Amerson only twice in the bow! game ... and both passes ended up his hands. 

“Any time the ball comes his way, he can make a play,” Wolff said. 

Given the design of the Wolfpack’s defense — Amerson lines up as the field 
comer, always to the wide side of the field — O’Brien says Amerson will get tested, 
just not as much as last year. 

Amerson worked on his strength and footwork in the offseason, but maybe he 
needed to work on his patience. He is prepared to see fewer passes and, likely, 
come up with fewer interceptions. 

Thirteen, he admits, is a lot and there was some luck involved. But there's one 
stat he'll be counting on this season. 

“As long as we get the wins, I'll be fine,” he said, 

In NC State's case, the wins usually follow the highlight-reel interceptions. 

—Joe Giglio 
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goes for the jugular 


7] Fm he Black Mamba is the fastest and one of the deadliest land snakes in the 
world, 
& Named for the black coloration of its mouth, the Black Mamba uses 
a variety of quick strikes while attacking its prey. Each bite delivers a lethal 
injection of deadly venom. 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Caleb Sturgis Florida 
Made 48 of 60 FGs for career with ve coming from 50 yards or more, 
Dustin Hopkins Sr. Florida State 
‘Man with the golden cleats was a Groza Award finalist last season. 
Quinn Sharp Oklahoma State 
Best foot in the nation: Has been A 
Brett Maher “Nebraska 
Ms 19 of 23 on FG attempts last Sone ene 


w Alle! Sr. Lsu 
Made 0.0113 Fs fast season; io what it's ie to kick in the clutch. 


Zach Hocker 
Beater than 90 percent in creer (7 6 46 FGs) and gest kickoff man. 


Michael Hunnicutt So. Oklahoma 
Stability i ners kicking see 21 of 24 He long of 53. 


Andre H 
When. Banoy tuo en Ds, he Nis: 15 of 17, long of 50. 


TOP PUNTERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


| Brad Wing So. Lsu 
2011 All ‘American kept Bama ab all day in rer 


| Ryan Allen Loui 
Won the Ray Guy Award (46.1- Sai ‘average, 2 inside the 2, 


| Quinn Sharp Oklahoma State 


Sr. 
Has posted a 45.8-yard average across three seasons, 


e 
unt enough for Rice 5 quality eto ‘th 45,9-yard average. 


ss Way Sr. Oklah 
2011: Placed 24 of 63 punts inside the 20 with ony sk touchbacks. 
Brian Schmiedebusch Jr. Bowling Green 
Ranked sixth nationally in punting: a was fith in net punting. 
lan Campbell 
Has tw 6 a ater trast 


CLASS COLLEGE 


De’Anthony Thomas. 

th the rig act of touches, 
Gi Okiahor e 

ree ent Goon ek ehune teorenets rected 

‘Andre Debose Florida 

Big-play WR has three kick-returns oe touchdowns in 40 attempts. 

Jamal Miles_ 

“Theo tetum TDs in 2011; a threat on laterals and quick passes, 

Greg Reid Florida State 

One of top comers inthe ACC and rs three career punt return TDs, 

Dennis Johnson Sr. Arkansas 

Helped fill in for RB Knile Davis; was Seed in SEC in all-purpose yards. 

Dustin Harris Texas A&M 

_Led nation in punt retums and is mh {of rotation at cornerback. 


Tyler Lockett So. Kansas State 
WR had two kick retum TDs; is son of former K-State star Kevin Lockett 


Oregon's ‘Black Mamba’ 


Oregon sophomore 
De'Anthony Thomas is sort of 
the football equivalent. He's 
devastating to defenses in 
versatility and impact to the 
point that the 5-9, 173-pound 
running backWwide receiver! 
kick retumer has carried the moniker “Black Mamba’ since elementary school. 

“It’s been following me throughout my whole career,” Thomas said, “l got it from 
my game on the field being compared to a snake.” 

‘Asa freshman in 2011, Thomas slithered, darted and struck his way to 18 
touchdowns while taking the term ‘versatility’ to extremes. 

Many running backs catch passes out of the backfield, Wide receivers get the 
‘occasional carry. Each position produces fine kick returners. But few college football 
players have ever been so effective from all three positions, 

Thomas was the only player in the country last year to surpass 400 yards in 
rushing, receiving, and kickoff return yardage. And while the Ducks had a Heisman 
Trophy candidate at running back in LaMichael James, Thomas still ranked 11th 
nationally in all-purpose yards (159.6 per game). 

Now, Thomas is better versed in the Ducks’ no-huddle, spread-option offense 
and is in the process of adding bulk to his slight frame. 

“think his role will expand for us, and it’s exciting because he’s such a talented 
kid,” Oregon coach Chip Kelly said. “You still kind of catch yourself going, ‘Wow! 

Many have expressed a similar reaction while watching Thomas perform since 
he first touched a football, 

Thomas received the nickname “Black Mamba’ at age 11 while playing football 
for rapper Snoop Dogg's “Snoop Youth Football League” in Los Angeles. While at 
Crenshaw High School, he ran the 100 meters in 10.57 seconds. He is typically the 
fastest player on the field .. so, he has only the end zone on his mind. 

“expect to score, but you never know how fast a guy is, so you always want to 
go as fast as you can no matter what,” Thomas said. 

Thomas originally committed to USC as a senior before changing his mind 
weeks before Signing Day, 2011. Essentially, Thomas turned down the chance to be 
the next Reggie Bush at USC to become the first De'Anthony Thomas at Oregon. 

Playing behind running backs LaMichael James and Kenjon Barner allowed 
Thomas to learn, while Kelly and offensive coordinator Mark Helfrich schemed ways 
to take advantage of his skills. 

Kelly held one-on-one meetings with Thomas during the season to accelerate 
the learning process. 

The strategy produced mind-blowing numbers for a freshman: 

+ Pushing: 55 carries for 595 yards (10.8 average), seven touchdowns, 
+ Receiving: 46 receptions, 605 yards (13.2 average), nine touchdowns. 
* Kickoff returns: 36 for 983 yards (27.3 average), two touchdowns. 

* Punt retums: 3 for 52 yards (17.3 average). 

That's 140 touches for 2,235 yards (a 16-yard average), with his 18 touchdowns. 

So what's next for Thomas? Try more touches‘for potentially more yards and 
more touchdowns, He will back up Barer this season at running back, but helll play 
plenty at receiver, and of course retur kicks. 

“He's got the whole package both at wide receiver and running back,” Kelly said. 
‘Whether or not Thomas' body could handle a larger workload out of the backfield 
remains a concern, although he said he plans to add five to seven pounds of muscle 
by the fall while maintaining his speed, Oregon running backs coach Gary Campbell 
said it's difficult to gauge Thomas’ ability to handle punishment at the collegiate level 
because defenders have rarely gotten a clean hit on him. 

Getting to Thomas is easier said than done. Just ask Oregon cornerback 
Terrance Mitchell 

“He's a quick dude. ... 
just like him.” 

Maybe, but a cat is no match for a Black Mamba. 
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De’ANTHONY THOMAS 


He's like a cat,” Mitchell said. “So you have to be like a cat 


— Aaron Fentress 
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UNIT PANNE, 


BACKFIELDS 


1. ARKANSAS 


Here's how this works: We could rank the best 
quarterback groups in the country, and we could 
‘separately rate the running back units, but we like to 
mash them together and mix it up. It's more fun to look 
‘at who has the best quarterbacks and running backs 
+» $0 any one-hit wonders in either department need 
not apply. 

The backtield has to be the complete package. 

‘Which brings us to Arkansas. 

The double-shot of quarterback Tyler Wilson and 
tunning back Knile Davis — both third nationally in our 
player position rankings — gives the Razorbacks two 
fealistic All-Americans and two first-round draft picks 
for next season. 

Wilson fired for 3,638 yards last season and is 
stil coached by a Petrino (offensive coordinator Paul, 
not head coach Bobby), while interim coach John L. 
Smith will serve as caretaker of the offense and let 
Wilson flourish, 

While Davis was sitting last season with an ankle 
injury, Dennis Johnson and Ronnie Wingo filled in 
nicely, and both are back. But the Hogs are eager to 
‘see the return of Davis, who ran for 1,322 yards in 
2010 and can be a difference-maker in the SEC. 


2. MICHIGAN 


Quarterback Denard Robinson leaves plenty 
to be desired as a passer, but he's as slippery as 
any running back in the country and just as able to 
completely take over a game with his feet. The senior 
has 3,229 career rushing yards and 35 touchdowns 
‘on the ground, which makes backfield mate Fitzgerald 
Toussaint jealous. He didn't earn the featured role until 
a month or so into last season, but then he finished 
with 678 yards in the final five regular-season games. 
And the Wolverines have high hopes for sophomore 
power back Thomas Rawis, all while scheming cool 
‘ways to get Robinson and backup Devin Gardner on 
the field at the same time, 


3.USC 


‘The Trojans’ best option is to have the nation’s 
best quarterback throw to the nation’s best pair of 
Teceivers, but there is nothing wrong with Matt Barkley 
handing off to senior Curtis McNeal, who emerged 
around the middle of last season to finish with 1,005 
yards. What's ify is the depth, with no experience 
behind Barkley and uncommonly little behind McNeal, 
‘especially after a spring knee injury to Tre Madden. 


4. GEORGIA 


‘The Dawgs’ Aaron Murray has had back-to-back 
3,000-yard passing seasons and led Georgia to the 
‘SEC title game last year. Isaiah Crowell wasn’t disap- 
pointing as a touted freshman last season — other 
than the two disciplinary suspensions — as he ran 
for 850 yards. Needing depth, the Bulldogs added 


. Tyler Wilton 


early enrollee freshman Keith Marshall, a national top 
‘50 recruit whose quickness and instincts impressed 
‘coach Mark Richt in the spring. 


5. KANSAS STATE 


Senior quarterback Collin Klein is built like 
a linebacker and runs like a tailback. Last season, 
he tied Ricky Williams’ Big 12 record with 27 rushing 
touchdowns, while setting school QB records for rush- 
ing yards (1,141), carries (317) and points (162). Klein 
also passed for 1,918 yards. Junior running back John 
Hubert rushed for 970 yards. And the system works 
because of effective blocking from senior fullback 
Braden Wilson. 


6. TCU 


‘The Horned Frogs are the only team in the nation 

that had three running backs over 700 yards in 2011: 
junior Waymon James (875, six touchdowns), senior 
Ed Wesley (726, six TDs) and senior Matthew Tucker 
(702, 12 TDs). Wesley ran for 1,078 yards in 2010. 
Junior Casey Pachall, who broke Andy Dalton’s re- 
cords for completions, yards and completion percent- 
age, rallied his team from behind four times in 2011. 


7. CLEMSON 


The Tigers have another year of experience in 
the up-tempo offense and the retuming personnel 
to bum rubber in the opener against Auburn (some 
reconstruction along the offensive line, notwithstand- 
ing). Quarterback Tajh Boyd passed for 3,828 yards 
last season, and running back Andre Ellington (1,178 
yards, 11 touchdowns) retumed after considering the 
NFL. 


8. OKLAHOMA 


Senior Landry Jones is the Sooners’ leader in 
‘every career passing category and is about to become 
the school’s career leader in victories. Hard-pounding 
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senior Dominique Whaley (105 yards per game and 
nine TDs before a broken ankle) and junior scatback 
Roy Finch (605 rushing yards and 34 catches) are 
anice 1-2 punch. Sophomore quarterback Blake Bell, 
Jones’ backup, rushed for 13 TDs, and junior fullback 
Trey Millard plays all over the field. Expect major con- 
tributions from running back transfer Damien Williams, 
who led junior college last season with 1,931 yards 
and 30 touchdowns, 


9. NEBRASKA 


Gritty Rex Burkhead has a nose for the goal line 
(17 total touchdowns last year) and twice had at least 
95 carries in a game. Junior quarterback Taylor Marti- 
nez will continue to frustrate defenses with his ability 
to slash-and-dash in the ground attack. The question 
is whether or not he'll continue to frustrate those in 
‘scarlet and cream with his inaccuracy. 


10. ALABAMA 


This final spot could have gone to North Carolina, 
maybe Oregon, even Fresno State — hello, Wiscon- 
sin! — but the tie goes to the national champions. 
Cool customer AJ McCarron is easy to appreciate 
at quarterback, and Tide fans will cling to him ever 
more tightly after the late-April transfer of backup 
Phillip Sims, New faces in the backfield — Eddie Lacy, 
Jalston Fowler, Dee Hart and early enrollee freshman 
T.J. Yeldon — have varying styles and fresh legs. 


RECEIVERS 


1. USC 


Robert Woods and Marqise Lee aren't just the 
best pair of receivers in the country this season, they 
could be the best pair of receivers in just about any 
season. 

Here are just the raw numbers from last year: 
184 catches for 2,435 yards and 26 touchdowns. And 
that was when Woods was a sophomore and Lee a 
true freshman. They just might be better now. Woods 
lines up everywhere in different formations, as USC is 
always probing the matchups. But not even Woods is 
as dangerous after the catch as Lee. 

Who is behind these guys? Does it matter? Yes, 
transfers have thinned the backup spots, with one of 
the beneficiaries being sophomore George Farmer — 
giving USC a first-team trio of receivers who were all 
teammates at Gardena (Calif.) Serra High School, 


2. CLEMSON 


Sophomore Sammy Watkins was, like USC's 
Lee, a freshman sensation last season, overshadow- 
ing Tigers’ junior DeAndre Hopkins. Hopkins got the 
message, giving up playing hoops for Clemson last 
winter and having a fabulous spring practice, able to 
add strength and weight and better battle for balls. 
Watkins won't get worse after catching 82 passes for 
1,219 yards and 12 touchdowns, and look for Hopkins 
to improve on his 72-catch season. 
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3. WEST VIRGINIA 


‘Senior Tavon Austin led the nation with 2,574 
all-purpose yards (198 per game), including a 
‘school-record 101 catches for 1,186 yards and eight 
touchdowns in the Big East, Junior Stedman Bailey is 
a top deep threat, averaging 17.8 yards per catch with 
seven 100-yard games in 2011 (school record 1,279 
yards and 12 TDs). Junior Ivan McCartney chipped in 
49 catches for 585 yards and three scores, 


4. TENNESSEE 


The Vols get better in a hurry with the return of 
rangy 6-4 Justin Hunter, known as “Gumby” for his 
ability to contort and stretch for any pass within his 
significant leaping ability and wingspan. Hunter, who. 
missed most of last season because of a knee injury, 
rejoins Da’Rick Rogers (67 catches, 1,040 yards, nine 
touchdowns), while both welcome talented newcom- 
ers, including JC star Cordarrelle Patterson. 


5. OKLAHOMA 


Junior Kenny Stills (61 catches in each of his first 
two years) and Jaz Reynolds (715 yards, 17.4 per 
catch last year) are returning starters, though both had 
the drops last season, However, the Sooners’ best two. 
receivers might be newcomers: junior college transfer 
Courtney Gardner and freshman Trey Metoyer, who 
was the top high school wideout in the nation in 2010. 
He played at prep school in 2011 and was the Soon- 
ers’ best wideout in the spring. 


6. WASHINGTON STATE 


This is probably the deepest spot for the Cougars, 
which is the right way to be when head coach Mike 
Leach walks through that door. These receivers will 
post numbers, none moreso than junior star Marquess 
Wilson, who could become Leach's Michael Crabtree 
of the Northwest, although the coach was on Wilson's. 
case this spring for a lack of effort, There was nothing 
wrong with Wilson's effort last season: 82 catches for 
1,988 yards and 12 touchdowns, 


7. ARKANSAS 


Apipeline to the NFL hasn't depleted Tyler 
Wilson's targets. Wideout Cobi Hamilton and tight 
end Chris Gragg moved up the receiving hierarchy 
this spring, ready to cash their tickets. Sophomore 
Marquel Wade previewed his shifty skills In the return 
game last season and now will be a playmaker in the 
passing game. 


8. FLORIDA STATE 


Explosive sophomore Rashad Greene, who had 
597 receiving yards and seven touchdowns last year, 
is a star in the making, He averaged 15.7 yards per 
catch. Five of the Seminoles’ top six receivers return 
for quarterback EJ Manuel. 


9. GEORGIA 


Coach Mark Richt dared in the spring to move 
dynamic wideout Malcolm Mitchell to defense in order 
to shore up depth at cornerback. Tums out, the 6-1 
sophomore has skills there, too. Maybe the coaches 
will play tug-of-war with Mitchell, maybe they share 
him, but Richt won't want to be without his best deep 


OFFENSE 


threat for too long, Senior Tavarres King keeps coming 
‘on, making 47 catches for 705 yards last season. 


10. TEXAS TECH 


The Red Raiders retain their top three pass- 
catchers from last season, led by Eric Ward, who. 
picked up some second-team All-Big 12 honors last 
season after catching 84 passes for 800 yards and 
11 touchdowns. 


OFFENSIVE LINES 


1. ALABAMA 


At the end of spring ball, Alabama had NFL- 
DrattScout's top-rated senior center (Barrett Jones), 
its third-rated senior guard (Chance Warmack), its 
third-rated junior tackle (D.J. Fluker) and its No. 1 
‘sophomore tackle (Cyrus Kouandjio), Not much of that 
isa stretch, with Kouandiio muscling into the starting 
lineup and moving Jones to his third position in three 
years. 


2. LSU 


The Tigers have four returning starters, with the 
nation's best pair of tackles — Alex Hurst and Chris 
Faulk. Senior guard Josh Dworaczyk, who has started 
26 games, is back after missing last season because 
of a knee injury. LSU isn't waiting on him. The depth is 
such that sophomore La’el Collins came out of spring 
with the starting job. For now, 


3. OKLAHOMA 


The Sooners have four returning starters (junior 
left guard Gabe Ikard, senior center Ben Habern, 
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senior right guard Tyler Evans, senior right tackle-to- 
left tackle Lane Johnson) and a fifth (sophomore right 
guard Adam Shead) who started half the season. This 
group helped OU average 4.5 yards per carry and 
allowed only 11 sacks last season. 


4. TEXAS A&M 


The Aggies might not be ready to hang with new 
‘SEC West pal LSU right away, but they don't have 

to concede much on the offensive line, especially at 
tackle, Luke Joeckel and Jake Matthews are junior 
three-year starters, having already graduated from 
what Lindy’s described last season as “beasts in the 
making’ to full-on monsters. 


5. WISCONSIN 


Despite routinely losing personnel to the NFL, 
the Badgers rarely get caught short-handed on 
the line, Ricky Wagner will keep the quarterback's 
blindside free from trouble, while Travis Frederick can 
dominate at guard or center. File this name away for 
the future; Dan Voltz, who impressed after enrolling in 
January as a freshman, 


6. WEST VIRGINIA 


Four full-time starters return, including senior 
center Joe Madsen, who has made 38 career starts 
and Is one of the best in the country at his position, 
Left guard Josh Jenkins, who redshirted last season 
because of a knee injury, has 24 career starts, 


7. NORTH CAROLINA 


The Tar Heels bring back four starters, who still 
might be catching their breath from the fast-paced 
spring practices of new coach Larry Fedora. With left 
tackle James Hurst and left guard Jonathan Cooper 
having All-ACC talent, the smart money is on North 
Carolina getting in shape and being able to plow foes 
in the fourth quarter. 


8. MICHIGAN STATE 


The heart of the Spartans’ offensive attack will 
be a thick front line led by guard Chris McDonald and 
tackle Fou Fonoti. Having one of the conference's 
most experienced lines will help ease the loss of 
all-conference pick Joe! Foreman. 


9, OKLAHOMA STATE 


Three starters are gone to the NFL, but senior 
guard Lane Taylor (36 career starts) is a plow horse 
and senior guard Jonathan Rush (16 career starts) is 
back after a knee injury. Senior tackle Michael Bowie 
and Parker Graham each have five career starts. Even 
new center Evan Epstein is a senior. 


10. TENNESSEE 


This could be a reach, The Vols were a woeful 
running team last season, reflecting poorly on the line, 
This also could be a savvy projection, with five return- 
ing starters — not untalented, mind you — looking to 
make amends. If this pick doesn’t work out, send your 
criticisms to Derek Dooley before UT pulls the plug on 
his university e-mail. 
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ONT RVAINICIINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINES 


1. LSU 


We'd like this group even better if it still had NFL 
early entry defensive tackle Michael Brockers, a first- 
round pick, but we're also pretty sure we can't rate the 
Tigers any higher than No. 1, 

LSU had such depth last season — and still has 
‘so much of it — that end Barkevious Mingo started 
only four games... and stil had 15 tackles for loss, 
eight sacks and 11 quarterback hurries, Returning 
starting end Sam Montgomery had 13.5 tackles for 
loss, with nine sacks. Bennie Logan (57 tackles) is 
back at a tackle spot. 

Our pals at NFLDraftScout.com projected in the 
spring that each of these juniors would be top 25 picks 
in the 2013 Draft, By that time, they should be wearing 
national championship rings. 


2. FLORIDA STATE 


FSU's defensive line is starting to look like many 
of the ones of yesteryear — the ones with Corey 
Simon, Derrick Alexander and Andre Wadsworth .., 
those kind of guys, 

FSU didn't allow any of its final eight opponents 
last season to score more than 19 points, and let's 
credit a line that returns three starters. The Seminoles. 
jumped to fourth last season in total defense — better 
than anybody outside of the SEC — and ranked 
‘second in rushing defense. 

Senior end Brandon Jenkins, somehow not in the 
NFL yet after making 36.5 career tackles for loss, saw 
a dip in his stats last season, if only because of all the 
extra blocking attention, Junior end Bjoern Werner 
and senior defensive tackle Everett Dawkins will keep 
taking advantage. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Gamecocks will put their defensive ends 
— 6-6 sophomore Jadeveon Clowney and 6-8 Devin 
Taylor — up against those in Baton Rouge and Tal- 
lahassee. Clowney, the nation’s top recruit in 2011, 
had eight sacks and five forced fumbles last season 
while just running around and being an excitable 
freshman. He's smarter and stronger as a sophomore, 
when the coaches will also slide him inside, looking for 
mismatches. Senior Devin Taylor is an All-SEC-caliber 
pass rusher at the other end, while sophomore tackle 
Kelcy Quarles is coming off a Freshman All-American 
season. 


4. GEORGIA 


Nobody has nose guards like the Bulldogs, who 
have a talented pair of 350-pounders — give or take 
breakfast — in John Jenkins and Kwame Geathers. 
Coordinator Todd Grantham tinkered in the spring, 
using them in the same alignment, and not just at the 
goal line, an idea that has a chance to work because 


of Jenkins’ athleticism. Let's just call this the biggest 
three-man front in America, including 309-pound end 
Abry Jones and 269-pound end Comelius Washing- 
ton, a speedy former outside linebacker. 


5. TCU 


Junior end Stansly Maponga is in the recent mold 
of TOU's undersized but super-quick pass rushers. 
He had nine sacks, 13.5 tackles for loss and five 
forced fumbles last season. Senior end Ross Forrest, 
a former walk-on, had six tackles for loss; sophomore 
defensive tackle David Johnson, a Freshman All- 
American in ‘11, had seven. 


TEXAS 


Senior Alex Okafor, a first-team All-American in 
2011, needs to be in the discussion as the nation's 
best defensive end, On the other end, junior Jackson 
Jeffcoat was second-team All-Big 12, That duo 
combined for 15 sacks and 35 tackles for loss, At 
tackle, junior college transfer Brandon Moore could 
help immediately. 


7. MICHIGAN STATE 


No Jerel Worthy, no problem. William Gholston 
is one of the nation's best athletes on the edge, and 
fellow end Marcus Rush (yes, that’s the last name we 
want for our defensive ends) drew national recognition 
for his freshman campaign. Their ability to get into the 
backfield (a combined 28 tackles for loss last season) 
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will lessen the load on the interior line, where Anthony 
Rashad White had an impressive spring, 


8. OHIO STATE 


All four starters return to a line that is looking 
to improve upon OSU's No. 50 national ranking in 
tushing defense. John Simon is one of the Big Ten's 
best and most reliable linemen; his 6-4, 317-pound 
teammate Johnathan Hankins might possess the 
most potential at the next level. They combined for 
27 tackles for loss last season. 


FLORIDA 


Defensive end Ronald Powell's spring ACL tear 
was a blow, figuring to keep him out unti at least Oc- 
tober. Coach Will Muschamp still has dominant pieces 
to deploy in end Sharrif Floyd, who could move inside 
to tackle, and tackle Dominique Easley, who could 
slide outside to end. Such interesting options to have 
with guys who weigh around 300 pounds. 


10. VIRGINIA TECH 


The line returns intact for what has a chance to 
rank with the Hokies’ finest defenses. Defensive end 
James Gayle leads the unit and should push for ACC 
Defensive Player of the Year honors. 


TOPAe 


NEBACKERS 


GEORGIA 


Jarvis Jones, who began his career at Southern 
California, was an All-American in his first season at 
Georgia last year, fitting in perfectly into the Bulldogs’ 
3-4 scheme, He's the NFL prototype for an outside 
linebacker — one of those get-into-the-backfield guys 
Who go high in the first round. Jones had 13.5 sacks 
and 19.5 tackles for loss last season. 

All of his linebacker pals are back, including Alec 
Ogletree, a former safety whose speed is a wonderful 
asset on the inside, especially when he's free to roam 
because those 350-pound nose guards keep blockers 
off of him, 


2. IOWA STATE 


Arguably the two best linebackers in the Big 12 — 
and one of the most productive tandems in the nation 
—play in Ames. Senior A. Klein (116 tackles, 7.5 
for loss) was the Big 12's Co-Detensive Player of the 
Year in 2011, and senior Jake Knott (115 tackles, four 
forced fumbles) was also a first-team All-Big 12 pick. 


3. ALABAMA 


Dont’a Hightower is gone, taken in the first round 
of the NFL Draft, and Courtney Upshaw went high in 
the second round. Coach Nick Saban will just blow his 
whistle, start the assembly line and crank out more for 
2013. It's called "NFL ready’ ... and the Tide will 
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have two more in senior Nico Johnson and junior 
C.J. Mosley, while Saban carves out space in the rota- 
tion for all his former five-star recruits, 


4. STANFORD 


Stanford has four starters back in its 3-4 scheme, 
plus Shayne Skov, who is making his way back from 
a knee injury suffered early last season. The Cardinal 
was third nationally against the run last season — 
so these linebackers are active and tough — and 
outside linebacker Chase Thomas led the league with 
17.5 tackles for loss. Trent Murphy had 10 TFLs on 
the other side. 


5. WISCONSIN 


Bucky brings back two of the Big Ten’s top five 
tacklers — Mike Taylor (10.7 per game) and Chris 
Borland (10.2). Both eamed first-team nods and are 
experienced enough to help the team bring along 
‘a new face to start opposite Taylor on the outside. 


6. OREGON 


Michael Clay is coming off a 102-tackle season 
from the weak side, with returning starter Boseko 
Lokombo doing more of the dirty work on the strong 
side. Middle linebacker Kiko Alonso has a chance to 
be dominating — that’s defensive coordinator Nick 
Aliotti's word — and will be looking to build off his 
Rose Bowl performance, when he was Defensive 
Player of the Game. 


PENN STATE 


Linebacker U remains, First-team All-Big 12 per- 
former Gerald Hodges is among the best in the nation, 
while Michael Mauti is inching his way toward 100 
percent after rehabbing a torn left ACL (at least now 
he has a matching set of surgically repaired knees). 


8. MICHIGAN STATE 


Chris Norman has made 23 starts and is a veteran 
complement to fellow outside ‘backer Denicos Allen, 
whose 11 sacks last season are the most among 
returning Big Ten defenders, Max Bullough controls the 
middle of the field as well as any Big Ten linebacker. 


9. FLORIDA 


The Gators can always count on Jonathan Bostic, 
a heady middle linebacker who led the team with 94 
tackles last season — 10 for loss. The man with big- 
time NFL upside is Jelani Jenkins, but he first needs 
to translate that athleticism into more game-changing 
plays for Florida. 


10, USC 


Its an all-sophomore starting crew, with Pac-12 
Defensive Freshman of the Year Dion Bailey on one 
side and Hayes Pullard on the other — they shared 
the team lead in tackles. Middle linebacker Lamar 
Dawson, who supplanted now-departed veteran Chris 
Galippo halfway through last season, further settled 
into a comfort zone and leadership role in the spring. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


1. LSU 


You can't not love the Honey Badger. In two 
years, Tyrann Mathieu has 15 tackles for loss, includ- 
ing six sacks, 14 pass break-ups, four interceptions, 
11 forced fumbles, eight recoveries and two punt 
return touchdowns, That's a busy, busy Badger. And 
‘he might not be the Tiger's best pure cover man, even 
after Morris Claiborne left early for the NFL. 

‘While Mathieu is 5-9, Tharold Simon is 6-3, and 
he broke up 10 passes last season in a rotational role. 
“He looked like he was 6-7 because he's all arms and 
legs,” an opposing SEC coach told Lindy’s. “He looked 
like a damn spider.” 

Throw in All-America candidate Eric Reid at free 
safely ... and the Tigers could have the nation’s top 
defensive back for the third year in a row, following 
Patrick Peterson and Claibome. Take your pick. 


2. NC STATE 


The Wolfpack has been a big-play outiit in the 
past couple of seasons, leading the nation last year 
with 27 interceptions — an amazing 13 coming from 
comerback David Amerson. He and rest of the starting 
‘secondary retum for more in 2012, having combined 
for 114 career starts. 


3. USC 
Free safety Tl. McDonald pulled a Barkley by 


staying for his senior season. Consider McDonald 
the quarterback of the defense, and a terrific spring 
Portends an All-America season. Nickell Robey, 

a feisty 5-8, is one of the top cornerbacks in the 
Pac-12 and helps make this one of the deepest 
units in an otherwise thin lineup. 


4. TEXAS 


Junior Carrington Byndom was first-team 
All-Big 12 last season, and teams with impressive 
sophomore Quandre Diggs as a pair of formidable 
comers. Senior SS Kenny Vaccaro, another first-team 
All-Big 12 performer, has a relentless flair that gives 
a needed edge to the Longhorns’ defense, 


5. GEORGIA 


The Bulldogs, who swiped an SEC-best 20 
passes last season, will have to get by early in the 
season without retuming All-America safety Bacar 
Rambo, who was suspended, Other defensive backs 
also will have to sit out fora bit, but the Dawgs will be 
at full strength forthe bulk of their schedule, 


6. ALABAMA 


The Tide will use movable parts — deep and 
talented movable parts — around safety Robert Lester, 
whose return for his senior season provides a high 
baseline for confidence, Look for comerback Dee 
Milliner and safety Vinnie Sunseri to excel in expanded 
roles. 


7. OKLAHOMA 


Junior Tony Jefferson, one of the Big 12's best 
tacklers, takes his 21 career starts to free safety, 
Senior safety Javon Harris, victimized deep throughout 
2011, moves down low. Senior Demontre Hurst is 
one of the Big 12's best cover men and a fierce hitter, 
while junior Aaron Colvin, who has played all over 
the secondary, is maybe the Sooners’ top defensive 
playmaker. 


8. FLORIDA STATE 


The Seminoles intercepted 16 passes and ranked 
25th nationally in passing efficiency defense last year. 
Comerbacks Xavier Rhodes and Greg Reid, and 
safety Lamarcus Joyner — all veterans, are honors 
candidates so expect similarly good results for FSU. 


9. OKLAHOMA STATE 


The cornerbacks are playmakers. Senior Brodrick 
Brown was first-team All-Big 12 in 2011, and junior 
Justin Gilbert was second-team. Junior free safety 
Daytawion Lowe led the Cowboys with 97 tackles and 
three forced fumbles. 


10. MICHIGAN STATE 


Yet another defensive strength for Michigan 
State. Johnny Adams is an All-America candidate, and 
Darqueze Dennard isn't shabby at the opposite corer. 
Safety Isaiah Lewis returned two of his team-leading 
four interceptions last year for touchdowns. 
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THE SEC IS JUST TOO DOMINANT FOR 


What this college football season needs 
is a bolt of lightning. Or two. Actually, it 
might take a whole bucket full. 

Because the way the SEC has had its 
way with the rest of college football 
lately, it’s getting monotonous. 

For everyone outside the SEC, the end 
of the college football season has turned 
into a horror story. Fans in the Midwest, 
Pacific Coast, Southwest and Northeast 
have been left shivering around a campfire 
listening to Nick Saban, with a flashlight 
under his chin, telling spooky tales of 
300-pound defensive tackles who run like 
linebackers and suck the souls of opposing 
quarterbacks. 
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The SEC dominance, while profound, 
is getting old. It’s time for the rest of 
college football to start shining its light. 

The whole of college football needs 
the best conference in college football to 
punch each other out. This year, we need 
a bunch of two-loss SEC teams. 

That the SEC has won six consecutive 
national titles is just great for the SEC, 
especially the state of Alabama. Good for 
the league. Well played. God bless. 

Face it: That two SEC teams — LSU and 
Alabama — held a rematch in last year’s 
national championship game wasn’t so 
wonderful for the big picture. It resulted 
in the third-lowest TV ratings in the 
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THE REST OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


14 years of the BCS and was a relative 
yawner of a game, a defensive slog. 

Instead, picture a season in which 
Alabama beats LSU, Arkansas beats Alabama, 
Florida beats Georgia, South Carolina 
beats Florida ... you get the idea. The in- 
conference wreckage would be just enough 
that two teams from other conferences could 
stroll to Miami for the BCS Championship 
Game without having to fear LSU or Alabama 
or any of those other unbeatable SEC teams. 

You know, something like USC vs. 
Michigan. 

Those traditions. Those fan bases. Those 
quarterbacks. Those helmets. Those comeback 
stories — Michigan from its internal demons 
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of the Rich Rodriguez “er 
messy post-Pete Carroll transition. 

Michigan, the winningest program in 
college football history, has never played in 
one of these BCS title games. The Trojans 
won one (just ask them), but the record 
book doesn’t show it because it was vacated 
due to sanctions. Now, they are re-emerging 
from two years in lockup, as LA-sexy as ever. 

Sorry, SEC. That matchup sounds like a 
double-shot of adrenaline compared to more 
yawn-twins from the land of smashmouth. 

We get it. The SEC is the best. It will, 
indisputably, collectively, be the very best 
conference again this year. Bigger and 
better. But we can dream of some new 
blood, can’t we? 

At least we can until the first week of the 
season when, in Dallas, in Jerry Jones’ man- 
cave, Michigan opens against ... Alabama. 


CONFERENCE REALIGNMENT 

Seven of the 11 conferences have a 
different look this season, including the 
addition of four programs to the Football 
Bowl Subdivision. 

College football is about at halftime of 
the whole realignment movement. 

Last season saw the expansion of the 
Pac-10 and Big Ten (as well as shuffling in 
the Mountain West and WAC). And we're 
still waiting for the final shoes to drop on 
ACC expansion (Pitt, Syracuse) and the 
ensuing waves of change that will lead 
to a geographically incongruent Big East 
(Boise State, San Diego State, Houston, 
SMU, etc.) and new looks for Conference 
USA and the Mountain West. 

But, hey, one year at a time. For this 
year, here is how realignment affects your 
conference standings for 2012: 


SEC (14 teams, 2 divisions) 

In: Missouri (East), Texas A&M (West) 
Big 12 (10 teams, no divisions) 

In: TCU, West Virginia 

Out: Missouri, Texas A&M 

Big East (8 teams) 

In: Temple Out: West Virginia 

MAC (13 teams, 2 divisions) 

In: UMass (East) Out: Temple 

MWC (10 teams) 

In: Fresno State, Hawaii, Nevada Out: TCU 
Sun Belt (10 teams) 

In: South Alabama 

WAC (7 teams, no divisions) 

In: Texas-San Antonio, Texas State 
Out: Fresno State, Hawaii, Nevada 
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BCS MATCHUPS 


The BCS National Championship Game heads to Miami. Here's 
how Lindy’s sees the biggest games shaking out this season: 


ROSE BOWL 

TUESDAY, JAN. I 

PASADENA, CALIF. * ROSE BOWL 

BIG TEN #1 VS. PAC-I2 #1 

LINDY’S PICK: MICHIGAN VS. OREGON 


ORANGE BOWL 

TUESDAY, JAN. | 

MIAMI * SUN LIFE STADIUM 

ACC #1 VS. BCS AT-LARGE 

LINDY’S PICK: FLORIDA STATE VS. LOUISVILLE 


SUGAR BOWL 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 2 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. * LOUISIANA SUPERDOME 
SEC #1 VS. BCS AT-LARGE 

LINDY’S PICK: ALABAMA VS. WEST VIRGINIA 


FIESTA BOWL 

THURSDAY, JAN. 3 

GLENDALE, ARIZ. * UNIV. OF PHOENIX STADIUM 
BIG [2 #1 VS. BCS AT-LARGE 

LINDY’S PICK: OKLAHOMA VS. MICHIGAN STATE 


BCS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
MONDAY, JAN. 7 

MIAMI * SUN LIFE STADIUM 

BCS #1 VS. BCS #2 

LINDY’S PICK: LSU VS. USC 
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SCOPING THE NATION 


HEISMAN WATCH 


There is always a certain logic to handicapping the Heisman race in the 
preseason. Quarterback; Top 10 team; name recognition — they're the holy trinity 
of Heisman indicators. 

Funny how the past three years have made pretzels out of our logic. 

* Alabama running back Mark Ingram? Oh, he was a nice time-share 
running back ... 

* Cam Newton? Merely a junior college transfer taking over an Auburn 
team that had lost five of its last eight games in 2009. 

* Robert Griffin II? A Heisman winner at Baylor? Hahahahaha ... 

In the age of constant highlights, we can’t really be sure of anything anymore 
in the Heisman race, although we'll stick with as much logic as we can muster for 
now. Here are 10 players who, out of the gate, have the best shot: 


1, Matt Barkley, QB, USC — All he has to do is match his numbers from last 
season (3,528 yards, 39 touchdowns) and get the Trojans to the BCS national title 
game (oh, is that all?) ... and the stiff-armed trophy is his. 


2, Denard Robinson, QB, Michigan — Four of the past six Heisman winners 
have been dual-threat quarterbacks (Troy Smith, Tim Tebow, Newton, RG III). 
Robinson fits the bill, even as Michigan tries to squeeze more passing out of its 
attack. (Let him run, Brady!) 


3, Montee Ball, RB, Wisconsin — Only one running back has won the Heisman this 
millennium (Ingram in 2009, when he benefitted from a championship team and a 
modest cast of competitors). For Ball to win, he just might have to get past 2,000 
yards ... which he came within one long run of doing last season when he hit 1,923, 


4. Geno Smith, QB, West Virginia — He's playing in a Dana Holgorsen-designed 
offense, so his numbers will rate with anybody in the nation. But he’s not just a 
product of the system. 


5, Landry Jones, QB, Oklahoma — Had one of the least memorable seasons for 
someone who passed for nearly 4,500 yards and 29 touchdowns. It’s just that 
Jones’ sophomore year was statistically superior, and the Sooners didn’t live up to 
2011's preseason No. 1 billing. Perhaps this is the year. 


6. Tyrann Mathieu, DB/RET, LSU — The combination of “Badger Plays,” his 
return game and a team poised to be on the biggest stage give Mathieu more 
Heisman hope than just your regular star defender. Besides, he got to New York 
last year, so his name recognition is huge. 


7. De‘Anthony Thomas, RB/WR, Oregon — Chip Kelly is no dummy. Whether 
he deploys Thomas more as a running back or receiver (plus returner), the 
sophomore is going to get all the touches he can handle, which means he will 
provide as many thrills as anyone in the country. 


8. Marcus Lattimore, RB, South Carolina — This all spins on the health of 
his knee coming back from ACL surgery and if he can hold up for 12 punishing 
regular-season games. If so, his ceiling is as high as any. 


9. Aaron Murray, QB, Georgia — The SEC's best quarterback, and the Bulldogs 
have a sneaky-good feel about them this season. (Hey, that's what we wrote 
about Murray last year, too!) 


10. Tyler Wilson, QB, Arkansas — No, wait. Wilson is the best quarterback in 
the SEC! We'll see how it all plays out, but his QB rival at Georgia has a better 
shot at winning his division, which counts for something. SEC quarterbacks have 
won two of the past five Heismans. 


46 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


FEBRUARY CHAMPIONS 

Rivals.com assigns a point total to each 
of the school's recruiting classes every 
year, but a team can’t be great based on 
just one recruiting class. Who's done it 
the best for five years? Let’s add up all 
those points and see the answer. 

OK, big shock: Alabama's Nick Saban. 
He has two national titles to show for it, 
and it would be no surprise if more are on 
the way. But celebrating on Signing Day is 
only part of the winning equation. 

Be careful what you brag about. Nine of 
the top 15 teams in this recruiting snap- 
shot have had at least one losing season 
in the past five years (and another, USC, 
is coming off a two-year postseason ban). 

Here are the best recruiting teams of 
the past five years: 


TEAM POINTS 
1. Alabama 13,183 
2, USC 12,080 
3. Florida 11,827 
4, Texas 11,825 
5. Florida State 10,986 
6. LSU 10,761 
7. Ohio State 10,602 
8, Oklahoma 10,124 
9. Georgia 10,039 
10. Auburn 9,564 
11. Michigan 9,269 
12. Miami 8,612 
13. Clemson 8,536 
14. UCLA 8,148 
15, Tennessee 8,144 


(Editor's note: Don't ask what the points 
mean ... it's too complicated!) 
___RULE CHANGES FOR 2012 

The change that most affects the game 
comes on kickoffs, in an effort to decrease 
what is considered the most dangerous 
play in football. 

The NCAA moved up the spot where 
toe meets leather from the 30- to the 
35-yard line, making it easier for kickers 
to reach the end zone, thereby increasing 
touchbacks and reducing the high-speed, 
injury-causing collisions. 

At the same time, returners are encour- 
aged to take a knee in the end zone, since 
offenses will now begin possession on the 
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25 instead of the 20. 

While some coaches will be content 
to take the touchback, others might 
strategize. A high kick near the goal line 
might often result in a tackle inside 
the 25. Is it worth the risk? We'll see 
how coaches play this. 

Elsewhere, there is new regulation for 
blocking below the waist and a banning of 
leaping over the punt protection shield. 
One new rule that will be noticed is that 
a player must miss a snap if he loses his 
helmet during a play. 


STOP THE RUN! 
We're not here to tell you that stopping 
the run is the most important ingredient 
in having a championship team, because 
you know that. (Turnover margin is a 
close second.) But here are some numbers 
that back it up. 


* Two of the past 10 national 
champs have led the nation in 
rushing defense, 


Half of the title teams in the past 
10 years ranked in the national top 
three against the run. 


Only one champion — 2005 Texas — 
ranked worse than 15th nationally 
against the run, and that Longhorns 
team had Vince Young to score as 
many as needed. 


National Champions:Rushing Defense 


Year Champion Rank YPG 
2011 Alabama 1 72.2 
2010 Auburn 9 109.1 
2009 Alabama 2 78.1 
2008 ‘Florida 15 105.4 
2007 «LSU 12 106.1 
2006 Florida 5 72.5 
2005 ‘Texas 33 130.9 
2004 USC b 79.4 
2003 LSU 3 67.0 
2002 Ohio State s 77.7 


What does it mean for this season? If you 
really like a team against the run, you 
might want to head to Vegas. We recom- 
mend checking out our list of the top 10 
defensive lines in the country elsewhere 
in the magazine. 


by Tim Willams 


THE TWEET LIFE 

When Arizona athletic director Greg Byrne 
fired Mike Stoops at midseason, he and his 
marketing staff set out a strategy to unveil 
whoever became the next head coach, That 
plan included top-level secrecy and breaking 
the news via Twitter. 

Welcome to football/life/technology/social 
media in 2012. 

Byme followed through on the idea, 
improved upon after a suggestion from his 
wife, Regina. 

“We were flying into the Detroit airport 
to pick up Coach (Rich) Rodriguez and his 
family and I asked her, ‘What should I put in 
the tweet?” Byme said. “And it was her idea 
to use a picture.” 

So Regina snapped a picture of her 
husband with the Rodriguez family, and 
Byrne tweeted: “And the new Arizona football coach and his family is......." with a 
link to a photo. As of late April, that photo had been viewed more than 68,000 times. 

It is believed to be the first major coaching hire announced via Twitter, and it surely 
isn’t going to be the last. 

Whether it’s hirings and firings, recruiting news, injury updates, practice reports, 
press conference ramblings or in-game reports, fans and media alike are twitcuffed to 
their smartphones. The fullest experience of being a college football fan is waiting on 
Twitter — with players, schools, reporters and, ahem, the staff of venerable preseason 
magazines offering an overload of information. 

Some of it valuable. 

© Twitter was the only place for immediate and unfiltered reaction from Pitt players 
when Todd Graham bolted for Arizona State after only one season. Several Panthers, 
feeling burned by the coach's sudden departure, took to their Twitter accounts, 
including defensive end Brandon Lindsey, who wrote: “For someone who said they read 
the Bible everyday, he must've missed the pg that said ‘thou shall not lie” 

® Mississippi State painted a Twitter hashtag — #HAILSTATE — in one of its 
endzones for last year’s game against Ole Miss. Michigan and Arkansas followed suit 
with promotional hashtags on their fields for their spring games. 

© As of late April, Matt Barkley — Lindy’s preseason Offensive Player of the Year — 
had more than 53,000 followers. That's a start. Our preseason Defensive Player of the 
Year, Tyrann Mathieu, had close to a staggering 115,000. 

Get on board ... or get left behind. 

“It's just the reality of the world we're in that news and information is going to 
break on Twitter, so who's going to be the one to break it?” Byme said. 

The breaking news is nice — for example, Notre Dame announced with a tweet this 
spring that defensive end Aaron Lynch was transferring — but athletic departments 
everywhere are wary of TMI — too much information. 

Compliance staffs are monitoring athlete's accounts for offensive comments — 
Michigan pulled its scholarship offer from four-star comerback Yuri Wright after 
a series of foul tweets this winter — while educating players and boosters about 
improper contact with recruits. Notre Dame tight end Tyler Eifert ran afoul of the NCAA 
rule book when he mentioned a recruit’s official campus visit on his Twitter account. 

“Getting your arms around it completely is easier said than done,” Byme said. “We 
set guidelines for our athletes and I tell them, ‘Just imagine that whatever you put on 
your account will end on the ESPN ticker’ That registers with some more than others.” 

Purdue coach Danny Hope scoffed at the use of Twitter this spring, saying, “To me, 
tweeting is a lot like keeping a diary. Back in the day, men didn’t keep diaries to share 
our secrets, so I don’t get the Twitter thing.” 


2012. www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 47 


THE NATION 


COACHING CHANGES 


Given who has returmed to the sidelines this fall, 2012 in college football is the Year of the Comeback Coaches. 

Six guys who spent time out of the major college game are back for another go in careers that have featured some high peaks. 

Urban Meyer and Rich Rodriquez won 10 games multiple times and hope to reprise that success in new locales. The others — Terry 
Bowden, Mike Leach, Bob Davie and Charlie Weis — also had moments of greatness and are back at it. 

Add former NFL head coach Jim Mora Jr., and that's seven noteworthy names to jump all at once right back into the fray. 

The coming season also affords some former offensive “gurus” the chance to show that their acumen stretches beyond the 
coordinator's office. Norm Chow, Paul Chryst, Jim McElwain and Gus Malzahn will undoubtedly find new challenges now that they are 


responsible for whole football teams. 


Fourteen of the 27 jobs that changed hands came in the six BCS automatic-qualifying conferences, including four in the Pacific 12 and 


three apiece in the Big Ten and SEC. 


Of course, the roster of college head coaches lacks the name Joe Paterno for the first time in 47 years. Following his removal at 
Penn State in the wake of the Jerry Sandusky scandal, Paterno died in January after a short battle with lung cancer. 
Also not coaching this fall, for a variety of reasons, are former sideline fixtures Bobby Petrino, Howard Schnellenberger, Pat Hill, Ron Zook, 


Houston Nutt and Rick Neuheisel. 


Akron 
Out: Rob Ianello | In: Terry Bowden 


Bowden ended a 10-year hiatus from 
coaching in 2009 when he left a 
broadcasting career to take over at Division II 
North Alabama. Three playoff appearances 
later, he earned the surprise hire at Akron, 
which hasn't had a winning season since 
2005 and was 2-22 in Ianello’s only two 
seasons. The Zips have fantastic facilities, 
and Bowden has a fertile recruiting ground 
in Northeast Ohio, which has given birth 
to unwavering optimism with their goofy 
kangaroo mascot ... and new T-shirts that 
read, “Fear the Dadgum Roo.” 


Arizona 
Out: Mike Stoops | In: Rich Rodriguez 


The Wildcats hope the classic “polar 
opposite” hire can eventually get 

them to their first Rose Bowl. Out goes 
Stoops, a defensive specialist with little 
public presence, and in comes the glad- 
handing RichRod, with his flashy offense. 
Rodriguez's defense couldn't stop anyone 
at Michigan, but this time he convinced 
his former West Virginia coordinator, Jeff 
Casteel, to come along for the ride and 
install his 3-3-5 scheme. 


Arizona State 


Out: Dennis Erickson | In: Todd Graham 
After the Sun Devils reportedly put so 
much of their eggs in Kevin Sumlin’s 
basket, it took them a while to figure 
out what to do after Sumlin went 
instead to Texas A&M. Rich Rodriguez's 
former linebackers coach at West 
Virginia, Graham had spent 11 months in 


Pittsburgh, where the Panthers went 6-6. 
Comically, he was quoted as calling three 
of his assistants who left for Rodriguez's 
staff “nothing but mercenaries,” and 
two weeks later left for ASU to go head- 
up with those guys. He will be leading 
his fourth team in seven seasons (Rice, 
Tulsa, Pitt, ASU). 


Arkansas 


Out: Bobby Petrino | In: John L. Smith 


Petrino’s 21-5 record the past two seasons 
and the return of quarterback Tyler Wilson 
and running back Knile Davis, among 
many others, had Hog fans thinking BCS 
title. Then he had to go for a Sunday- 
afternoon motorcycle ride and the whole 
thing came crashing down in a scandal 
that harkens to another Arkansan and 

a previous, uh, personal shortcoming 
(that one was in the White House). 


Arkansas State 


Out: Hugh Freeze | In: Gus Malzahn 


The most head-scratching job change 
of the offseason belongs to Malzahn, 
who was making $1.3 million as 
Auburn's offensive coordinator before 
taking a half-million-dollar pay cut 
to take over the Red Wolves, who got 
to go to the GoDaddy.com Bowl as a 
reward for a 10-win season last year. 
Coach Hugh Freeze’s reward for his 
one year at ASU was a rich contract 
at Ole Miss. If Malzahn had any 
second thoughts over his decision, 
they probably multiplied when Bobby 
Petrino melted down at Arkansas. That 
could have been Malzahn’s job, if only 
the timing were different. 


Colorado State 
Out: Steve Fairchild | In: Jim McElwain 


Colorado State put up $6.5 million and 
a five-year deal to grab McElwain away 
from Alabama, where the Tide won two 
BCS titles in his three years as offensive 
coordinator. Moving to Fort Collins is a 
nice move for the Missoula, Mont., native, 
who played at Eastern Washington, 
coached at EWU and Montana State, 

spent a year on Art Shell's staff with the 
Oakland Raiders, and was the offensive 
coordinator at Fresno State when Nick 
Saban called in 2008. He won't have much 
pressure immediately, given the Rams’ 3-9 
marks in each of the past three years. 


Florida Atlantic 
Out: Howard Schnellenberger | In: Carl Pelini 


Bo Pelini’s big brother gets his chance as 
a head coach. Schnellenberger deserved 
better than a 1-11 farewell in the final 
season of a sterling career that saw him 
recruit Joe Namath to Alabama to play 
for Bear Bryant, start the Miami dynasty 
with freshman QB Bernie Kosar, win a 
national title in 1983 and take Louisville 
to a Fiesta Bowl. He shepherded FAU 
into Division I and built the 30,000-seat 
stadium that Pelini will try to fill. 


Fresno State 
Out: Pat Hill | In: Tim DeRuyter 


Hill took Fresno State to the precipice by 
“playing anybody, anytime, anywhere,” 
but could never quite get the Bulldogs 
over the top. Still, it was a shock when 
FSU canned him following 11 bowl games 
in 15 seasons. DeRuyter, a Californian who 
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spent the past two years as Texas A&M's 
defensive coordinator, faces a challenge 
duplicating Hill’s 112-80 record. But 
bettering Hill's 40-41 mark over his final 
seven seasons is definitely do-able. 


Hawaii 


Out: Greg McMackin | In: Norm Chow 


It took five schools, four decades and 

three national championships as a college 
assistant before Chow finally became a head 
coach, A native Hawaiian, Chow is a natural 
fit for the Warriors, who have seen declining 
attendance even though the “retiring” 
McMackin had led two bowl trips in his four 
years. Chow's first game will be at the L.A. 
Coliseum, where he helped Pete Carroll and 
USC win a pair of national championships. 


Houston 


Out: Kevin Sumlin | In: Tony Levine 


If Levine's first season goes anything like 
his first game, Houston will look savvy for 
promoting him from assistant head coach to 
take over when Sumlin left for Texas A&M. 
The Cougars responded with a 30-14 win 
over Penn State in the Ticket City Bowl. 
Now we'll see if Levine, who's been a part 

of 35 Houston wins in four seasons as an 
assistant, can win without Case Keenum. 


Illinois 


Out: Ron Zook | In: Tim Beckman 
Midway through the 2011 season, 

Tlinois was 6-0 and fireronzook.com 

was being laughed at. But the original 
“fireyourcoach website” had the last laugh, 
as the Illini stumbled through a six-game 
losing streak and Zook was finally fired. 
Beckman, meantime, rescued Toledo from the 
dregs and a point-shaving scandal to go 
21-16 in three seasons, with two bowl 
games. Not the most exciting hire, but the 
Mid-American Conference to Big Ten highway 
has been successful for some in the past. 


Kansas 
Out: Turner Gill | In: Charlie Weis 


Weis didn’t seem to like Kansas very much 
two years ago when he worked for the 
Chiefs, but he injected himself into the 
Jayhawks’ search late and came away with 
the job. He'll try to dig out from a 5-19 
mark in Turner Gill’s two seasons. Count 
the people of South Bend skeptical, given 
Weis’ steady decline over a five-year stay 
at Notre Dame. Gill was hired as head 
coach at Jerry Falwell’s Liberty University. 


Memphis 


Out: Larry Porter | In: Justin Fuente 


After coaching with Les Miles at Oklahoma 


State and LSU, Porter got his first head 
coaching job ... and went 1-11 and 2-10 
before the former Memphis Tigers running 
back was fired after only two years. So, 
as Porter becomes running backs coach 
at Arizona State, there’s no high bar 

for Fuente to scale. He served as Texas 
Christian’s co-offensive coordinator last 
season. He'll have to get busy quickly in 
order to have Memphis ready for a move 
to the Big East next year. 


New Mexico 


Out: Mike Locksley | In: Bob Davie 
Locksley struggled through off-field 
controversy in Albuquerque and never 
built on the promise he showed either 


as a recruiter and assistant at Illinois, 
when the Illini made it to the Rose Bowl. 
He was fired midseason, and the Lobos 
had a chance to fully assess Davie as a 
candidate. They hope he is re-energized 
after a decade away from the sideline 
(and mostly in the ESPN broadcast booth) 
since his firing at Notre Dame, where he 
had two nine-win seasons in five years, 
including one BCS bowl. Davie, remember, 
built his reputation with the “Wrecking 
Crew” defense at Texas A&M in the 1990s. 


North Carolina 


Out: Butch Davis/Everett Withers 

In: Larry Fedora 

Davis got the boot just before the 2011 
season, leaving the Tar Heels in a bad spot 
— but not as bad as forfeiting all of their 
wins from 2008 and 2009, when Davis used 
ineligible players. Although not directly 
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implicated in an NCAA agent and academic 
scandal, there was too much smoke on his 
clothes to survive. Withers did a solid job as 
interim coach (7-6), and has since been hired 
by Urban Meyer as co-defensive coordinator 
at Ohio State. Fedora arrives from Southern 
Mississippi, where he went 34-19 in four 
years, including 12-2 last season. 


Ohio State 
Out: Luke Fickell | In: Urban Meyer 


The worst-kept secret in coaching searches 
ended with Meyer's departure from the 
ESPN booth for the only job he said could 
have lured him back to the sideline. He 
inherits a 6-7 team and his predecessor. 
Fickell was retained as defensive 
coordinator at the same salary he made 
last year as Jim Tressel’s interim successor. 
Meyer, of course, has a 65-12 record with 
two national championship rings, but 

he burned out terribly at Florida and 
reportedly lost control of his team. 


Mississippi 


conference down. It’s the keeping 

of the coach that needs to improve, 
Graham bolted after 11 months, 
following Mike Haywood (15 days on 
the job before being fired when he was 
arrested on domestic violence charges), 
and Dave Wannstedt (six seasons). 


Rutgers 


Out: Greg Schiano | In: Kyle Flood 


Tt seems like Schiano did this just about. 

as well as you can do it. He helped build 
Rutgers into a reputable, competitive 
program, did not jump at the first couple 
of chances to cash in, but after 11 seasons 
(including 49-28 with five bowls in the past 
six years), he is taking his chance in the 
‘NFL. Rutgers was reportedly close to hiring 
FIU coach Mario Cristobal, but by promoting 
Flood, the offensive line coach for seven 
years, the Scarlet Knights retained most of 
their recruiting class in the aftermath of 
Schiano’s January departure for Tampa Bay. 


Southern Mississippi 


Out: Houston Nutt | In: Hugh Freeze 


The purveyor of the Wild Hog and the Wild 
Rebel has given way to Michael Oher’s high 
school coach in “The Blind Side.” Nutt’s 
decline at Ole Miss (from successive nine-win 
seasons to 4-8 and 2-10) was remarkably 
sudden, In the meantime, Freeze’s ascent 

to the job is just as remarkable. He wowed 
them in his one year at Arkansas State, 
where he was the lowest-paid coach in 
major-college football ($200,000). 


Penn State 
Out: Joe Paterno | In: Bill O'Brien 


The issue here is how O'Brien will be able 
‘to progress with the smoldering anger 
surrounding Paterno’s dismissal. The hiring 
of O'Brien seemed to be a purposeful 
tuming to the outside, and was not greeted 
warmly by Nittany Lion Nation. O'Brien 
comes from the New England Patriots, 
where he served as offensive coordinator. 
For what it’s worth, he went to Brown 

.. which means all the Penn State head 
coaches since 1966 have gone to Brown. 


Pittsburgh 


Out: Todd Graham | In: Paul Chryst 
Chryst, the former Wisconsin offensive 
coordinator, enters through the 
revolving door, becoming the fourth 
Pitt coach inside of 13 months. The 
Panthers have the introductory press 


Out: Larry Fedora | In: Ellis Johnson 


Johnson will be able to preach the 
“never give up” gospel to his players, 
since he tried for the Southern Miss 
job in 2008 when Fedora was hired. 
Johnson comes from South Carolina, 
where he was assistant head coach and 
defensive coordinator. Fedora went 
33-19 in four seasons. 


Texas A&M 


Out: Mike Sherman | In: Kevin Sumlin 


Sumlin and his high-scoring offense 

gets the challenge of ushering A&M into 
the SEC. He went 35-17 in four years 

at Houston and was a hot property on 
the coaching circuit last year. Arizona 
State and Illinois flirted with him, but 
he returned to College Station, where he 
had been an assistant under RC Slocum in 
2001. Sherman, the former Packers coach 
who enjoyed just one winning season in 
his four at A&M, is back in the NFL as 
Dolphins offensive coordinator. 


Toledo 


Out: Tim Beckman | In: Matt Campbell 


The Rockets’ flashy offense earned this 

job for Campbell, their coordinator, even 
though he is just 32. Beckman wanted to 
take him along to Illinois, but Toledo hopes 
Campbell was the big reason it averaged 
more than 42 points a game last season. 


Tulane 
Out: Bob Toledo | In: Curtis Johnson 


This seemed like a head-scratching 
hire until Bounty Gate blew up with 
the New Orleans Saints, where Johnson 
coached wide receivers since 2006. 
Maybe he knew something. Maybe 
Tulane knows something. Johnson 
has been only a receivers coach in 

a 24-year career. He's never been 

a coordinator, let alone run the show. 
But Toledo had tons of experience 
running offenses and being a head 
coach ... and that didn’t work out so 
well, either. 


UAB 


Out: Neil Callaway | In: Garrick McGee 


McGee, who left his position as offensive 
coordinator at Arkansas, is tackling 

his first head-coaching job — and he’s 
looking at a steep climb. The Blazers have 
gone 26-57 in the past seven seasons, and 
McGee will have to overcome an apathetic 
fan base. 


UCLA 
Out: Rick Neuheisel | In: Jim Mora Jr. 


Neuheisel was snake-bit at the 
quarterback position for all four of his 
seasons, miscalculated in switching to 
the Pistol offense halfway through, and 
stumbled to a 21-29 record. Mora knows 
a little about being snake-bit. He was 
fired by the Atlanta Falcons after kidding 
on Seattle radio his dream job was in 
Seattle at the University of Washington, 
and that he'd leave “even if we were in a 
playoff run.” Then he joined the Seattle 
Seahawks staff, spent a year as Mike 
Holmgren’s replacement-in-waiting, but 
after Holmgren “retired” in 2008, Mora 
lasted only a year before USC's Pete Carroll 
came available ... and the Seahawks fired 
Mora to hire Carroll. 


Washington State 


Out: Paul Wulff | In: Mike Leach 


The Palouse is a lot of open country — 
plenty of space for Leach to swing his 
sword. If he can approach his 10-year 
record at Texas Tech (84-43, 10 bowl 
appearances), Washington State will be 
delirious. The Cougars showed annual 
progress, but didn’t manage a winning 
season in four years under Wulff and 
hasn't been above .500 since 2003. 
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SNEAK PEEK 


The best and most productive players in college aren't always 
the ones most coveted by the NFL, which is why we always ask 
our pals from NFLDraftScout.com to give us a long-range pro 
perspective. 

From this distance, it appears that the 2013 NFL Draft could 
be a good one for pocket passers. 

USC’s Matt Barkley, who was in the top 10 of this list last year 
as an underclassman, is No. 1. No surprise. But a pair of SEC 
quarterbacks — Tennessee's Tyler Bray and Arkansas’ Tyler 
Wilson — are also in the top five. 

Befitting its status as the nation’s best conference, the SEC has 
15 of the top 28 draft-eligible prospects, according to 
NFLDraftScout.com. 


MATT BARKLEY 


NO. PLAYER 

Matt Barkley 
Barkevious Mingo* 
Tyler Bray* 


Tyler Wilson 
Robert Woods* 
Marcus Lattimore* 
Alex Okafor 

Manti Te’o 

Justin Hunter* 
Dominique Easley* 
12. Bjoern Werner* 

13. Jarvis Jones* 

\4. Keenan Allen* 

15. Corey Lemonier* 
16. Tyrann Mathieu* 
17. Montee Balt 

18. Brandon Jenkins 
19. David Amerson* 
20. Barrett Jones 

21. Kenny Stills* 

22. Knile Davis 

23. Bennie Logan* 

24. Johnthan Banks 
25. Sam Montgomery* 
26. DeAndre Hopkins* 
27._ Kevin Reddick 

28. Sean Porter* 

29. Landry Jones — 

30. William Gholston* 
3i._ Tyler Eifert* 


FS oN op wp 


Kawann Short 


36. Joseph Randle* 
7 Alex Hurst 

. Craig Roh 

39. Jonathan Cooper 


Oday Aboushi 
. Terrance Williams 


Tony Jefferson* 
Ricky Wagner 

Matt Elam* 

Xavier Nixon 
Kwame Geathers* 
T.J.McDonald 


*Underclassman 


Johnathan Hankins* 


POS. SCHOOL 
QB USC 
DE LSU 
QB Tennessee 
DT Ohio State 
OB Arkansas 
WR USC 
RB South Carolina 
SDETa __ Texas 
_ LB Notre Dame 
WR Tennessee 
DT Florida 
DE _ Florida State 
OLB CGeorgia 
WR California 
DE Auburn 
CB LSU 
RB Wisconsin 
DE Florida State 
cB NC State 
OL Alabama 
WR Oklahoma 
RB ___ Arkansas 
DT LSU 
cB Mississippi State 
DE LSU 
WR Clemson 
LB North Carolina 
LB Texas A&M 
QB Oklahoma 
DE Michigan State 
ee Notre Dame 
DE Texas 
G Alabama 
DL Ohio State 
DT Purdue 
RB Oklahoma State 
Chama _ isu 
LB Michigan 
G _North Carolina 
OT Virginia 
WR . ‘Baylor 
oT Alabama 
Ss Alabama 
OB Virginia Tech 
Ss Oklahoma 
OT Wisconsin 
s Florida 
oT __ Florida 
Pir Georgia 
5 USC 
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1. MICHIGAN VS. ALABAMA, SEPT. | 
(COWBOYS STADIUM, 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS) 


The up-and-comers from Ann Arbor are 
looking to climb all the way back against 
the defending national champs. Can the 
Wolverines’ Denard Robinson be enough of 
a passing threat? Will the Tide’s revamped 
defensive front roar from the start? 


2. NOTRE DAME AT OKLAHOMA, 

OCT. 27 
These college football pillars have met 
just nine times; just once since 1968. The 
most recent meeting came in 1999, which 
was Bob Stoops’ first season in Norman. 
The Irish have had six head coaches since 
1999, including George O'Leary, if only for 
a few minutes. 


3. MICHIGAN AT NOTRE DAME, 
SEPT. 22 


This has provided great theater over the 
years, and last year’s was a classic under 
the lights in the Big House in front of 
an NCAA-record crowd of 114,804. The 
Trish, wearing three-leaf clovers on their 
helmets, scored a TD with 30 seconds 
left to take the lead, but the Wolverines 
stunned ND with a long pass and a 16- 
yard touchdown toss with two seconds 
left for a 35-31 win. 


4. BOISE STATE AT MICHIGAN 
STATE, AUG. 31 


You don’t want to mess with the Broncos 
early, as they have opened the past three 
seasons by beating Oregon, Virginia Tech 
and Georgia. All of that, however, was with 
now-departed quarterback Kellen Moore. 


5. FLORIDA AT FLORIDA STATE, 
NOV. 24 


Second-year Gators coach Will Muschamp 
has to make up ground after losing 

his debut in the rivalry, 21-7. Florida 
State has regained the upper hand after 
losing six in a row, winning the past two 
meetings and holding Florida to 

a touchdown each time. 


wae 


6. SOUTH CAROLINA AT 
CLEMSON, NOV. 24 


The Tigers, especially coach Dabo Swinney, 
are desperate after losing the past three 
meetings by a combined 60 points. We're 
due for a thriller, with a top ACC offense 
going against a robust SEC defense. 


7. NOTRE DAME AT USC, NOV. 24 


This is the end of an arduous schedule for 
the Irish, while the Trojans (presumably 
runaway champs of the Pac-12 South) will 
be tuning up for the conference title game 
and possibly looking for Matt Barkley’s 
Heisman moment. Lane Kiffin and Brian 
Kelly have split their two meetings. 


8. BYU AT UTAH, SEPT. 15 


These Holy War rivals went separate ways 
after the 2010 season — the Utes to the 
Pac-12 and the Cougars to independence. 
After extending the heated series for two 
years, this could be the sad end of the road. 


9. AUBURN VS. CLEMSON, SEPT. | 
(ATLANTA) 


West Virginia in the Orange Bowl. Auburn 
needs to build momentum for the ensuing 
four-week march that includes games at 

Mississippi State, vs. LSU and vs. Arkansas. 


(0. MIAMI VS. NOTRE DAME, 

OCT. 6 (CHICAGO) 
We'd like it better if this was a time- 
machine game back to the late 1980s, 
with Lou Holtz and Jimmy Johnson on 
the sidelines. We'll settle for two programs 
scratching back for glory at Soldier Field in 
their first regular-season meeting since ‘90. 


ll. WASHINGTON AT LSU, SEPT. 8 
Hard to see the Huskies solving LSU's 
defense, even with quarterback Keith 
Price, but it’s a potentially tricky early 
test for the Tigers, who open against 
North Texas. 


12. NAVY VS. NOTRE DAME, SEPT. [ 


The location is a novelty. The pain Notre 
Dame feels after losing three of the last 
five to the Midshipmen is real. 
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Will both teams get here undefeated? LSU 
has previous games at Auburn, Florida and 
Texas A&M, as well as a home showdown 
vs. South Carolina. The Tide will have to 
navigate a neutral-site game vs. Michigan 
and trips to Arkansas, Missouri, and 
Tennessee. It could all be a prelude to 
Game of the Century III. 


So, how are you liking Nov. 3 so far? The 
Trojans shocked the fourth-ranked Ducks 
last season, ending Oregon’s 21-game 
winning streak in Autzen. Best news: This 
matchup, flush with playmakers, should 
be only the first of two, with the rematch 
coming in the conference title game. 


This is getting good, again. Michigan is 
back to being Michigan. Urban is at Ohio 
State. Denard Robinson. Braxton Miller. The 
Buckeyes, ineligible for the postseason, can 
be the ultimate spoiler to “that school up 
north” as the Wolverines could very well 
be looking to put a bow on the Legends 
Division. Michigan, which snapped a seven- 
game series skid last season, hasn't partied 
in Columbus since 2000. 


2012 wwwilindyssports.com 


The SEC set up its newbies with attractive 
home games to start the conference 
season. How accommodating. And then 
watch the SEC eat its young ... if it can. 


CH 


ALAI AVS. LSU 


The heaviest hitters from the SEC Eastern 
Division will try to land a few haymakers, 
while Steve Spurrier fires barbs from 
outside the ring. 


10.AL 


These teams played two great ones last 
season, the Spartans winning on a Hail 
Mary in the regular season and the Badgers 
one-upping MSU with a come-from-behind 
42-39 win in the Big Ten Championship 
Game. This is the middle of a brutal stretch 
for Sparty — after a game at Michigan and 
before a game vs. Nebraska. 


Last day of the regular season. SEC West 
title at stake? 


A rivalry that stays in the Big 12. Hooray 
for tradition. 


A new non-traditional rivalry that could 
become one of the best in the Big 12. 
Hooray for change. 


After opening against Jacksonville State 
and Louisiana-Monroe, the Bobby Petrino- 
less Hogs will see if they still have 

a chance to be special. 


Brady Hoke solved Ohio State last season. 
To be a Legends leader, he has to get 

his Wolverines to end a four-game skid 
against State. 


The frontrunner for the ACC Atlantic 
Division emerges after this game. Mark 
Stoops’ FSU defense is still smarting after 
giving up 455 yards to the Tigers in 

a 35-30 loss last season. 
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COMEBACK PLAYERS 


Injuries are part of the game, and so is 
coming back from them. Here is a look at 
10 players who missed all, or a significant 
part, of last season, including some high- 
profile running backs: 

Knile Davis, RB, Arkansas (broken ankle) 

He didn’t have any contact in the spring 
but is expected to have the burst and the 
cuts that led to an All-SEC sophomore sea- 
son in which he ran for 1,322 yards and 
13 touchdowns. Missed all of last season. 
Ray Graham, RB, Pittsburgh (knee) 

With 939 yards through six games last 
year, Graham was on pace for a 2,000-yard 
season. He is hoping to be 100 percent by 
fall camp for new coach Paul Chryst. 


Montel Harris, RB, Boston College (knee) 

He's BC's career rushing leader (3,735 
yards) and was granted an extra year of 
eligibility after playing in only two games 
last year. Sad news, though: His 2012 
season was in doubt after re-injuring the 
knee at the start of spring. 


Justin Hunter, WR, Tennessee (knee) 

The tall, speedy sophomore has aver- 
aged 22.4 yards a catch ina little more 
than a season. He blew out his knee in 
the third game last year when he was 
leading the SEC in receptions. 


Marcus Lattimore, RB, South Carolina (knee) 
Was still recovering this spring from a 
torn ACL suffered in October, when he was 

leading the SEC in rushing. The outlook 
was positive for the junior, who can’t be 
stopped even by SEC defenses; he has four 
games of at least 176 yards vs. the SEC. 


Brandon Magee, LB, Arizona State 
(Achilles’ tendon) 

The former ASU coaching staff was say- 
ing last year that Magee was the team’s 
best linebacker (at least the one with 
his head on the straightest) before the 
injury in fall camp. Magee, who made 
73 tackles as a junior in 2010, should have 
no trouble replacing the modest produc- 
tion and lack of leadership from departed 
would-be superstar Vontaze Burfict. 
Kenny Tate, LB, Maryland (knee) 

The former All-ACC safety moved to 
linebacker before last season, which 
seemed like a curious move, but he’s stay- 
ing there as the Terps put in a 3-4 scheme 
this spring under new coordinator Brian 
Stewart. If the defense is as aggressive as 
promised, Tate should be one of the na- 
tion's top defensive playmakers. 

Jeff Tuel, QB, Washington St. (collar bone) 

Tuel, limited to three games last season 


because of a variety of ailments, was 
sensational in the spring game. He could 
face competition when sophomore Connor 
Halliday returns in the fall from a liver 
injury, but Tuel is the one most likely to 
benefit from Mike Leach’s offense. 


Nathan Williams, DE, Ohio State (knee) 
Projected to be the Buckeyes’ top defender 
last season as a senior, he had to shut it 
down after one game, eventually needing 
microfracture surgery. He was still healing 
as he sat out spring drills, but Ohio State is 
hopeful that Williams (21.5 career tackles for 
loss) can team with John Simon and others 
to create a formidable front line in the fall. 


Arizona's ACL army 

Here's a special, uh, honor for first-year 
coach Rich Rodriguez and the Wildcats, 
who have five players coming back from 
ACL tears. Ouch, make that four, because 
safety Adam Hall, the team’s hardest hitter 
and a projected leader, is out again after 
ripping up the same knee in the spring 
game. Linebacker Jake Fischer looked great 
in the spring, though, and defensive tackle 
Willie Mobley and running back Greg Nwoko 
were also back for spring ball. Jonathan 
McKnight, the team’s best cornerback, was 
on pace for a fall camp return. 
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1 The Great Outdoors 

Sarah, a senior Marketing major 
from Huntsville, Ala., enjoys 
anything outdoors ... fishing, 
cooking out, being on the lake, 
hunting with her dad, and of 
course, cheering on the sideline 
at Bryant-Denny Stadium 


2. Clear as a Crystal 

Emily is an Elementary Education 
major from Crystal Lakes, Ill. who 
dances with the Ilinettes Dance 
Team. Reading and traveling are 
among her favorites. It's crystal 
clear why Illini fans are glad she 
came their way. 


Sidelines 2012 


5. Here Comes the Sun 

Eva is from Louisville, a sophomore 
Biology major who enjoys playing softball. 
Pulling hard for the Miami Hurricanes, 
she’s a member of their dance team, 

the Sunsations ... sensational! 


4. Home Sweet Home 

Sara, a senior Elementary Education 

major, has been marching with the Auburn 

band for four years. A native of Auburn, 

Ala., and a big Tiger fan, when it came 
time for college, why look anywhere 
else? 


5. The Eagles Have Landed 

A first-year college student, Sum- 

mer landed in Hattiesburg to major in 
Healthcare Marketing. Her interests 
are varied — deep sea fishing, moun- 
tain bike riding, photography, tennis ... 
and cheering for the Eagles of Southern 
Miss. 


6. Taytum of Tallahassee 
A sophomore from Baker County, Fla., 
Taytum loves cheerleading, boating 
and skeet shooting. She's an Exercise 
Science major ... appropriate since 
she gets so much exercise cheering 
for the Seminoles. 


7. Dancing for a Tiger Title 
With hepLSU'team favored for the 
national title, Ragen can enjoy danéing . 
‘with the Golden Band from Tigerland even 
more. She's an Industrial Engineering 
| major from Franklinton, La., and has five’ 
you blings. , 


15. Lights, Gamera, Action 

Meaghan likes the action, especially if 
her Bulldogs are doing well. You may see 
her smiling face on TV one day. She is 
considering a minor in Broadcasting, 
“just to see how | like it.” 


16. Blaze of Glory 

Excitement is high among UAB fans this 
season, With Kelsea as a Blazerette 
Dancer, can you blame them? A Second- 
ary Education major from Gadsden, Ala., 
she enjoys time with her friends. 


If your fashion 
makes a statement, 
that statement is: 


“I WORK HARD.” 


At Cabot? we've been making premium wood stains L | 

since 1877. We truly recognize the value of experience. I il A é Ss 

When you know what you're doing, every part of the job is : 

finished at a high level. There is no mistaking a pro's work 

when the job is done. The quality of the finished project, Sooo 

more than anything, is what sets the pro apart from the —sz i 
_ 


amateur. And it's what sets Cabot Stain apart from the rest. 
CabotStain.com 


(©2011 The Valspar Corporation. 


TEMPLE Sept 22 SYRACUSE Nou KANSAS 


hug3t MILOWA S23 alone Nyt alOushona 
Sen MRNAS Seis joRTIESTER Now 7 KANSAS STATE 
Sep. 22 Pam Ste a aie Au 24-— ve Tens Tech gtr, TH) 
a8 SOUTHRLOADA Dee OKLAHOWASTATE 
(06.13. a Coonectit tdi lee 
ei pies Nov. 10atlinis ee 
Newt? atNebsta Sea TULSA 
fee thi Nw.26 MICHIGAN STATE S18 atl 
ae CINCINNATI. NEBRASKA. es WESTERN ILLINO'S. 
ak —_ a ———— sei TevsTet 
Non 28 SYRACUSE Rew ab vectiag O46 ato 
Sor a Oci13 KANSAS STATE 
FLORIDA. SipLI5_ ARKANSAS STATE a 8 eats oe 
Sept CHATTANOOGA fant BM cuz non 
‘Sip alNevade canal Nov ORLAHOMA 
i 0x6 eOhiosae 
‘Sept.13 RUTGERS Novi0atTexas: 
Sept 22 all Sate pets ees Novi? tara 
ee ‘Sept22FLORIDASTATE epi hewn fort 
Spt taba Cloge BIG EAS O86 Temple eA delespertea! bead 
oe eel REN as ene vio. PENNSTATE KANSAS 
BOSTON COLLEGE __ Sip. 15. BETHINE COOKIN CINCINNATI Ge.27 SYRACUSE psi eae Se SOUTHOAKOTASTATE 
‘Sep. MAMI ‘Sepl.22 at Georgia Tech ‘Seph.6PITSBL Now'3 CONNECTICUT ‘Sepl8 RICE 
we IS saa) teers Sots UNE SIKTE et aa NORTHWESTERN ___—Sapl 15. TCU 
atNotestn v4. Neto Dane (Chicas) Greta ten 
ee cohen a Se" surance) pperTears Si ita oe skeen 
O86 km 0:20 LORDASTATE Oats FORAL 15 (13. OfLAHOMA STATE 
0c. 13 at Florida State ‘Nov. VIRGINIA TECE pga 
H Oda) ated BIG TEN Se. 22. SOUTH DAKOTA Os.20 aokatona 
Oct 20 at Georgia Tech Now.10 at Vigra Oct 26 al Loiovile Segl. 29. INDIANA Oc.27 TEXAS 
(Oe.27 MARYLAND Nov17 SOUTH FLORIDA iow.3 SYRACUSE Ons = aPemSite Nov 3a Bayon 
Now at Wake Forest Nov.24 astute Nov 10 aiTe BENS Se Nov 10 at 
eh sitet atTemple Oct 13. atMinnescta Texas Tech 
HeslOCT MeS NORTH GAROLINA Nout? RUTGERS Sept WESTERNMIGHGAN Osa NEBRASKA Nov 17 SOWASTATE 
te iran he Sout tha tae Oxt27 10H Dec 1 tet Vita 
Coed HARLESTONSOUTHERN Nov. 10. alMchigan 
IgteRRSONL Sake aeons aS Sept 22 LOUISIANA TECH Now 17 —aMchgan Ste KANSAS STATE 
St eMteisi oy Smt ETON im WSGGHRETS Oe ato ere a Mn 
7 0 8 
ge la ‘Sep.29 IDAHO Sep NOSTATE Oc.13atMihigan QHIO STATE _ Spb 15 NORTH TEXAS 
bead eth as Wana rect Se elie Gait NOM Sp MAM (OH) Sep 22 al Okstona 
13 atMiami ‘at Westem Michigan 3 -atOhio State ‘Sep.8 UCF Oc.6 —KANS 
Sip 29 Boron Colege O22 ade Sip.23 BUFFALO Now. MINNESOTA S15 CALIFORNIA cab dows 
(c.6GEORGATECH Spank 
ae eae Ona? NOSTATE Ons alhages Now? PURDUE Sp 2 UB na) ten Vig 
Gian Vere Nin Gan cae TARE Nou. 24 aiNebesten Soi.2) alitign Sle On.27TENASTEGH 
‘oo aD ees fora) Sun ete wowna___ Gia tr hice 
a 
cae ae oe Se es ee ee see 
Pi? Lo aPeen Stale 
Nou 24 SOUTH CAROLNA Tena j ‘ect CNCINAAT! Sept 15 ALLSTATE Nov LLNOS bel aah 
DUKE ely elas LOUISVILLE bere persis Novi Wisconsin “OKLAHOMA 
‘Sapt1 FU PE SITAENGS ‘Sept 2 KENTUCKY Ont. 1 i ee Sat pes 
Sop8 at Sion ete Se8 MISSOURI STATE eee PENN STATE Sel8  FLORIDAASM 
Sepl 5 NG, CENTRAL ‘Sept 15 NORTH CAROLINA Oc27 allio Se MISS SINE 
Se.22 MEPS On.6  RLOROASTATE $2 af ou3 Ok satay Fv Fageceltn 
So.2) ala Fue 02.20 athnhed Sa sSucentis Nov WSC Sus Oe 18 Tera ala 
ee et Siar atencanka Pee Iocan oma Ta Ge ae 
(e193 atVena Tech Now3 VIRGINA (Oc.20. SOUTHFLOAIDA, Now 2k alPue Soa alas arc 
(04.20, NOATHCAROUNA Now.10 WAKEFOREST 02.35 ONONAAT Repeat bte Nos allvaSile 
Go.z7 Pan Te: Nord TEMPLE towa. ert tal l Now 10 BAYLOR 
3 CLEISON ees Nov a Syeise Solin naa Novt7 atest 
(Cia) On.27 OHOSTATE igs 
ee a oer VIRGINIA tin bane Sys HASTE Nd Pie beg Mersey 
r a Ee = Ses jomeniou Now 10. tN ieee 
FLORIDA STATE ____ Sep. PEINSTATE (in se ce ee Aa eos 
Sept MURRAY STATE Sept 15. a1Geaga Tech Spit YOUNGSTOWN STATE erie a Meteo 8 eae Sept SAVANNAH STATE 
Sepl'8_ SAVANNAH STATE Seph.22 aTCU Sel6 al Grennad HR pate PURDUE Sepe8atAzona 
‘Sep 15, WAKE FOREST Sepl.23LOUISIANATECH ‘Sept 1S VIRGINA TECH ee ul Sept 15. LOUISIANA 
Sip 22 CLENSON C8 tala Sip. 22 Gatch Nessa 6 Sia aN Sil 22 TENS 
Sap. 29 aout Fea 3.19 MARYLAND O25 aSraowe tae Fene Suatatayraa On atKansas 
OcL§ at NC State ‘Oct. 20. WAKE FOREST ue Ue tee Near ae Sah} sy "0 
Oc 13 BOSTON COLLEGE No.3 atNC State, 4 eee aa eae are prey Sinaeeneels 
oder 3 atNotre Dame ICHIGAN. ? ‘ 
fore, aig Ls As Nov aGioectt MICHIGAN ___ 941% 0h Sate fou 10. WEST VIRGINA 
Nov? atManand oa Te Nov 24 RUTGERS Sep. veARbama (Aingon TX) 00.27 aAMneota Nout? TEXASTECH 
ow 24 FLORIDA VIRGINIA TECH Dec) at Sout Fads eh ealeaiice Noi.g) PENNSTATE ete! er 
none gt a ‘me eee e eee: ce ae 
mugen a Nawt7 atlas 
ay ae St ASINEAY aaa cee Ons Puke Nov24— NDINA teu 
Sele PRESSYTEAAN ie plea ‘Sept 8 HOWARD Oct. 13. LUNOIS: WISCONSIN ‘Sept.6 GRAMBLING STATE 
pee eit ete GREEN Seo13 alSnuh Fede Oc.20. MICHIGAN STATE WISCONSIN ____ ‘Sept 15_alXanses 
Sel22 MALI le us eta Earn ‘Sepl.22 at Oc27—atNebraska. ‘Sap. NORTHERN IOWA ‘Sept22 VIRGINA 
ee Sis alone Sieamcentr Nou.3 anes Sep.8_ Ong Site Sept SM 
Bede ecen 13 DUKE Oc 13 SYRACUSE ‘Now.10 NORTHWESTERN ‘Sep 18 UTAH STATE Ot6é — IOWASTATE 
fetal ee es Ost atCensen ie es Nev NA Sinz UTEP Oa19 aaer 
cat BW fovs RORDASTTE fo AM wisi ois nos Caz? sOsbuas 
cea 10 NAoNaAN STA @ WLNOS 02.27 sOtsbona sate 
Hors Mid Not? aba Oo fou aie MIGHIGANSTATE __ Gap. savae Nod aed ie 
fae eS fov2t VIRGINA tt aaa fg.Si BOSESTATE x20 MNNESOTA Nor 10 HANSASSTATE 
Nov 24 Georg WAKE FOREST No.2 LOUISVILLE sate Meaiey fogial ae aaPhG No.2 at Teras 
MARYLAND Seu usm) SYBACUSE ___ Sa. Eten wiaony Nout? OROSTATE aco id 
Sai UMAR ‘Segt 8 NORTH CAROLUNA ‘Sepl 1 NORTHWESTERN Re (OHO STATE Nov.28  atPem State 
a oe oo ee oe oe = eae 
‘Soph8 CONNECTOUT Sept 22 ARMY ‘Sep 15 STONY BROOK paki BIG 12 Sept. NEWMEXICO 
Sip. 22 alVetVepria Sep 23 DUKE Sip. 22 tMmesa mio che Sept 15 ales 
Océ WAKE FOREST Océ atManyand Oa5 — PITSBURGH at Weconsin ‘Sept 29 at Oldehoma 
Nov 3 NEBRASKA at Oéehona Se 
(Oc. 13 at Vila Ock20alVageia Oct 19 at Rugers pe BAYLOR Oct WEST VIRGINA 
ona) NOSIATE 02.25 CLEISON oa19 coMECnOUT ree tele St Si a. 13 ys. Clem Olas) 
=e cy = Soe SY cece ae ne 
4 ah TA Se22 aU Oa.27 lKaras 
Nae alan Nov 7 atore Dine Now 10) LOUSVLLE Sep. West Nida 
rae fowatWoerSc? Hott alsa ae Ae as we foci) MMSE 
Nov2t aed Capion i. 28 Tenge SE patie ne 0220 Tes Now 2t TOU 
Oct.27—atlowa State Dec. at Kansas State 


62 Lindy's Sports Annuals 
www.lindyssports.com 2012 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


TEXAS TECH ee) ons auFAO ‘Sip 18 oLoRADO 
INDEPENDENTS |isueere=ee O22) gain Sm asa 
ee RESET mi eae Oct27_EASTERNMICHIGAN Oc. 27atWestem Mitigen ‘Sepi.23 SANDIEGO STATE 
Site aes Sate Sigh _STEPHENF: AUSTIN No.7 0h Ny.3 MASSACHUSETTS 028 aGkdSioe 
Bony sere ‘Seti TESA ane Nou. KENTSTATE Nxt TOLEDO On 1s aeSate 
Sez TOU Ss tSaDeg See Nox 23 we Bila (Oomies OF) Nou 23 alEaem ign 22 WyoUNG 
bee ale One | AUTEP ‘Sept 15 NORTHERNLLNOSS 0:27 atNew Meso 
(a 13. WESTVRGNA 0a 13 aan Sz atiieFues oe oo fio. HAWAL 
Sen 0220 HOUSTON Sez STONY BROOK Seti aGeoge Sett aPemSate Now 10 atNevada 
Nov.3 TEXAS. Oc. 27 MEMPHIS Oa6 — BOSTON COLLEGE ‘Sept8  MORGANSTATE ‘Sep.8 — NEWMEXICO STATE Nov.24 AIRFOROE 
Nov to. KANSAS No.3 Ur Onis KENTSTATE Set 1900 EMTSTATE Seis aleve 
Nout? ateema Sate Novto  SOUTHERNMISS C2) aeatenlkcign $2 aowecion Sel NORFOKSTATE HAWAIL 
‘Nov. 24s, Bar (ington, TX) HOT eae O27  BMLSTATE Ons Oho ‘Sol 29 alMassacusets Sep aUSC 
Regia Nox24 TUSK No.3 ARFOROE Oe 18, Neem ics Os8 BIFFAO Sats UMAR 
ee SS eres Now 10 atFigers Oct.20 PITTSBURGH Oc 13 AKRON ‘Sept 22 NEVADA 
Sept MARSHALL et NTT TARE 0427 TOLEDO 0227 alMani(OH) bere 
‘SoS Jaesiadon Sekt atNebasia Dec.8 veNey(Prladepha PA) Hoe MAM (OH) Novi EASTERNMOHIGAN Oks Sandiego Sie 
Sept 2 WAYLAND Sep 15 EAST CARCUNA Nos WESTERNUCHBAN No.7 BOWLING GREEN 
BYU O23 NEWVENCO 
Sez awn sa aoe ae pes = Nou tT aac Nos. Bak Sate Oat catokeeb sie 
atTexas: ‘LOUISVILLE 1 VASHINGTON STAI Nov. 23, Bowling Green (Coarbus, OH) ' 
Oot 13 at Teras Tech Oks — BOSESTATE Sept WESERSTATE vetreioes ae ee aes Ud Wr) 
(Oct20 KANSAS STATE Otis aCe Setts allen ‘CENTRAL MICHIGAN, TOLEDO Nov.10  BOSESTATE 
Now.S TOU (0c.20 MARSHALL Set 2 Bose Sate 4a) SOUTEASTMSSOURISTATE Sot atatzra bree th? 
Ngo Os fa a S08 One? atfice Set HANA ‘Sei 8  MCHGANSTATE Sqt8_ Wyong Prt Ate 
UTAHSTATE Set slows ‘Sh 15 BOWLING GREEN ae So 
GeOnSING ‘Se.28 atNorhem lings ‘Sept.22 COASTAL CAROUNA NEVADA 
: Ons sTeee S123 2 Vesa Metigst ; 
Geog Ted 0413 NAVY Oa§ — OENTRALMICHGAN a 
DO 022) SALSTATE Oc. 13a Ezsem Mehigan Pea Freud nen pa 
‘8 San Jose Sale Od.27 AKRON, Oct.20 CINCINNATI. aH 
“at New Mexico State ‘Nov.3 WESTERN MICHIGAN, On27  sButiao farest elie 
trio Session Nore BULSME Se ae 
= voor ie Note ese is SS 
*s (Oi ers) fgg. 25aansrate NGO 
Pensae a mee Oat SINDEGOSTAE 
Sel WL EASTERN MICHIGAN ___ WESTERN MICHIGAN _ 0.77 altos 
Sio.za UTP On) UTE Se SANOSESTATE eS) season Sei) aia Nox 10.FRESNOSTATE 
ee eles Oka UB ORG atheFone ‘Se8  LUNOSSTATE ‘Seph8  EASTERNILLNOS Now.17 New Mico 
9.8 Mas Nod RE Onis scence pars eee Ean foc BOSE STATE 
Nvt0, at Nengs O12) NOAM SH align Sete 2 CONMECTOUT 
ee Nout? EASTCAROUNA O27 stfasCanina as estate mis Sse EW MEXICO, 
ae Nov2t alfa Now RORDAATLANTC: oats TOO Ons ASSHOMUSETTS Sie SOUTHERN 
eet Melt ae No t0 Tey 2a JAM O23 Basa Set8 Teas 
Nout? TEUSSTATE 227 Bogen 042) aKeiSae Set 15 Teas es 
HOUSTON Set amas Dee 8 Amy Phas Net tO O22? NORTHERN LLNOS Sip. 22 aN Merc Sete 
1 TBASSTATE Sets TLE NOTRE DAME N10 CONTRAL MOHAN No.3 etapa Se BOSESTATE 
sous LOUISIANA TECH Sept NCHOLS STATE ‘Nov 17 atWestem hlchign ‘Now10 Blt Ok6 —TEXASSTATE: 
ane PUTS ‘ey aie) ia 23 NORTH LLNOS Now tT EASTERN MCHIGAN 909 nal 
‘Sept. 29 vs. Rice (Raiant Stadium) KENT STATE a 
Oc.6 NORTH TEXAS Michigan Sate Oc.27 FRESNO STATE 
oats Ue woHGAN Ag 3) Town MOUNTAIN WEST [iscieein 
Oc. 20 atSMU ‘v8 Mari (Chicago) ‘SelB at Kentucky ‘Now. 10 WYOMING 
ona UEP pease Sot 1920 abit AIRFORCE foy.17 NEVADA 
Nov.3 at East Carolina ‘Sqtz BALSTATE Sel] DMOSTAE.——~-—NO28-— at Colorado State 
Nevt0) TULSA ibaa O85 aeasenlatign S91) BIOSTATE 
Nov? Metal ITSSURSH Olt dala SeL8 alitign SAN DIEGO STATE 
Now 24 TULANE as Oct 2) WESTERNMICHIGAN Pea Septal Washingon 
ta FES On27 atRuges Se ESS Sop8 ARMY 
SHALL #080 Nov MEOH One Mair Se 15 NORTHOAOTA 
‘Sept. atWest| ‘Now10 at Mami (OH) (O13 at Wyoming ‘Sep22 SAN JOSE STATE 
Sai.8_ WESTERNCAROUNA ou sowieg en 220 NEWNEXCO Se. aFesm Sale 
‘Sept 15 OHIO Noi Z3 OHO ‘O27 NEVADA oda AMA 
‘Soph. 22 at Rice Now3 Amy Oc.13 COLORADO STATE: 
Sap.29 Put AKBON MASSACHUSETTS: Not0 atSbieg Sam Ogg sinecde 
Gre thee hg UF nS) Ceres oct BANAL a 
oan aioe 2Fu Sey. vera Bt) Nox 2s atFesoSe fi a BieSae 
oral: 15 alee 
Nov MEMES Pee Spy erty poe A 
Now.10. AUB ane (04) SetZ O80 gS) atMitigan Sate 
Now. 17 HOUSTON ‘BOWUNG GREEN Ons © atWestemtictigan ‘Sept 15 MAM (OH) UNLV, 
ee 20h O2.20 BOWING GREEN Sete BU 1g.) MNRESOTA 
MEMPHIS. NORTHERN ILLINOIS Ont Vande ‘Sept.23. atNew Mexico Sep. NORTHERN ARIZONA 
Cea ign Noe Neda eis 026 aSosbemifes FE tia 
Sew aket Sa Noe Alen ais FRESOSTATE Pals Hee 
Sk sans Sie Sewers feat aro tea Wy Ses 
ety ats aToeo ‘Now23 CENTRAL MICHIGAN Oa27 at Wyoming = 
Siplz2 ade feces ae Od5 llaseaTen 
eae BALLSTATE | MIAM(OH) attend ORS PEO 
Regal fee EASTERN MOHAN So hioSate Nout COLORADOSTATE eee 
Od. 20enson ‘Sep.8 SOUTHERNILLNOIS. Nov.24  atNevada Be SMa Sd 
Bi bine atindana Se 15 a Bose Sate Nov. NEWMEXICO 
Wear ahr SOUTH ORDA Sez MSSOMISETTS COLORADO STATE __ Hey. 10st Guba Sat 
bear ket Sa SLB atin ‘Sgt? Cobvado Dewey) ow. 17 WYOMING: 
Noval SOUTHERN ss NORTHERN LLNOS O88 Geers SeL8 NORTHOMKOTASTATE ——NOL24_— tora 
WESTERN MICHIGAN On13 at Bowing Green ‘Seph 15 at San Jose State WYOMING 
RICE Oneal aa 080 S12 UTAASTATE 
Set UGA ak Nod s3éo See aArFee Sit ate 
ei iaiiee Toe Now KEMTSTATE O26 FRESNOSTATE Sig6 TOLEDO 
SaU15 dladraTodh #0 Noe TT Cen Metin 0213 aSmDep See Set i5 CALPOLY 
Soz2 RSHALL atari) Nou BALSTATE ona AWA Sepia aloo 
‘Sept 29. Houston (lan Staton) BOWLING GREEN IATHERN ILLINOIS. Lt en! ee: 
Océ = at Memphis. " Gee See ‘Nor.10 UNLV Oc 13 AIRFORCE 
Och 13-UTSA atFiodda ‘Sekt we lowa (Chica) Nov.17 at Boise State Ot atFresno State 
Oct 20 atTutsa AHO ‘Set8  TENNESSEE-VARTIN Nov.24  NEWMEXICO Oct27 BOISE STATE. 
Paine aie ea Ten Sia was FRESNO STATE fo eli 
car ‘ERESNO STATE ___ 
au RHODE ISLAND 22 CENTRAL MICHIGAN ‘Sept WEBER STATE ‘Now.t7— atUNLV 
Nc 
New.24 atUTEP athoon OLS aba Sate ‘Set8 Oregon ‘Now.28 SAN DIEGOSTATE. 


2012 www.lindyssports.com Lindy's Sports Annuals 63 


NATIONAL SCHEDUL 


Wrangler 


| PAC-12 | UCLA AUBURN, il ot ae e.g oo Tamessee Non 24 NORTH TEXAS 
ee a a 
Se ae SA) CewnlensW —Ong Sabet Gaz? WESTERN KENTUCKY 
‘ARIZONA ee aa Oa. ALABAUA fv aS Abana 
SS ae Seis Ua Saat feo aoa 
Sip TOLEDO Six 22 OREGONSTATE Sip? LSU eee ea) has 
Seté OMANOUASTATE Sip.29 Carat O26 ARKANSAS Novt0. at Terese i i 
SpLt5 SOUTHCAROUNASTATE O28, alla a3 Ole bse Novi? SYRACIRE LOUISIANA ____ug.co_ EASTERN WASHINGTON 
‘Sepl.22 at Oct 13. UTAH Oct 20. atVandertit Nov, 24 alTexas ARM t 
pt. e900 “Oct 27 ‘Oka? TEX! ome Sept.) LAMAR ‘Sept. 8 at Bowing Green 
‘Sep,29 OREGON STATE: at Afaona Stale i TEXAS ABM Sepl8 aT Sep 1S at SU. 
lke saceed wv ARONA Noc3  NEWMENCO STATE SOUTH CAROLINA feuteriodeyon te irowne 
(OcL20 WASHINGTON. Nov, 10 at Washington State Nov. 10. GEORGIA Ags) alvandetn rent Hes eta) aimee 
Odk27 USC Hot eT Ue (ate Grisso! ‘Sep. EAST AROUNA Od6 TULANE. Océ NEW MEXICO STATE 
Nov.3— atUCLA Now.’ STANFORD Nov. 24. at aber ‘Sept 15 UAB Oct.16 —atNorth Texas. Oct 13 at Toxas State 
Niov.19 COLORADO usc FLORIDA ‘Sepl22 MISSOURI (Oct 23 ARKANSAS STATE ct 20 at Louisiane Tech 
Novt7 at Utah ———_—————— Sint 2 at Kentucky Nov.3atULM ‘Nov.3. SAN JOSE STATE. 
Nv 2 ARONA STATE en ee Gas ceo Noni) a Nouto. BYU 
1 Sac a abc ‘ al 7 NoutT. UTSA 
ARIZONA STATE Seis aah pee Tern om Pot fe deine Now.24 Utah state 
See ONTENIINEe ge NTUCKY 
Skee CA cai aes ae 
‘Sep 15 atWissout Oe. 13 alWastingn Sas al vanderoR v ORD ‘hug 90 TEXAS ABM 
Sept. 22. UTAH. Qd.20 COLORADO, Oot BOUTHCAROEN ovr aL oe ‘Aug. 90 McNEESE STATE ‘Sept. 8 al Houston 
epL29-_atCalomia Oc.27 at Aizona OALgT orga acai) ‘TENNESSEE. Syke FAU Sept t5 RICE 
ck} st Caoraco Nov.9 OREGON i Sih 15 at Monch Sep 22 atlines 
O18 OREGON Nv.) ARZONASTATE Nov 10. LOUSINA un 3) 9. NO Sta (Att) SepuZh al Geena Tech Sip. 09 align 
Ot27 UCLA Nov.17 at UCLA Nov.17 JACKSONVILLE STATE ‘Sept.8 GEORGIA STATE Oké = ULM Ok6 = UNV 
Nov’ al Orogn Site v.24 NOTREDANE He A" ate Bi Sepk.15- FLORIDA Och ta al FU ‘Oct20 IOAHO 
Nowid alUS6 UTAH GEORGIA a pen cL20. al Mississippi ‘ci 27 —atNew Man Stale 
Nor? WASHINGTON STATE bei MRD ua On.2t NORTHTEAS tvs. UTsA 
Now 28 at zon. ‘Aug 90 NORTHERN COLORADO. Sep. 1 BUFFALO Ai il Sine Nov, at Westem Kentucky Nout at Texas State 
So? allah Sa Sake lesa faa Ma Not aside Bra Nou? UIAISTATE 
CALIFORNIA ‘apt 15 BYU ‘Sapt 15 FAU fey aoe cae Now 24 TROY Now. 24 atSan Jose State 
Sept) NEVADA Se. 22 tao Sa Se TaN Nov 10. MssoUR be ten NEW MEXICO STATE 
Sepee SOUTHERNUTAK Ea an on mesa caee Not Taine NORTH TEXAS San Aaa 
opt 15. at Oto State a On. Now 24 KENTUCKY. Sia ae 
2 i 01120 Oven Ste tkertucly Sols asl Se.8 atTous 
SL ARZONASTATE ‘0c.27CALIFORWA Oc.21 va Fioida lassen) = TEXAS ARM __—“Sa.B._TEXASSOUTHENY 6p. 15. alToas Tech 
‘Nov.3. WASHINGTON STATE Nov.3  OLEMISS : Sap 15 at Kansas State Sept. 22 at Now Mawico Stato 
Oa8 UGA Nov 10) oA atlas Tech 
Oct 13. at Wasting Sate Novi ath Teal bc FLORIDA Sept. TROY Seph 29 BOISE STATE 
(20 STANFORD Noy? ARZONA (GEORGI SOUTHERN ls Sep 29 MAU 6 TEXASSTATE 
heathy isis No 24 GEORGIA TECH Oa.6atHason Oc 13 alta 
bea ted Baal KENT SOUTHCAROUNASTATE 16. LOUISIANA Oe 20, at A Fore 
ieee WASHINGTON. eR Parad (27 aM Terese (Oe.27  FRESNOSTATE 
bd rs ‘Skt SANDIEGO STATE Sink? atlovey rr Noid ARKANSAS STATE Ned, akUNLY 
alt ey tI Sos Mls Sept KENTSTATE. ibe Nov. 10 SOUTHALABAIMA No.0. WYOMING 
COLORADO. ‘Sopt. 15 WESTERN KENTUCKY at Nov? at ULM Nov.17 NEVADA, 
eR eA TATE Sip 22a Fd aso Sle Nov 24am Kesey Nei24 Cobre Sue 
Sept. vi,Cobrdo Sate (Dane) —-S8RL.27 STANFORD Sep.) SOUTH CAROLINA Berar’ 
‘Sapl.8 SACRAMENTO STATE. cle atCrego (OcLé MISSISSIPPI STATE ‘SAM HOUSTON STATE: SOUTH ALABAMA ___ SAN JOSE STATE 
Sip. 15 Fin Sa pie Ce Oa 13 alAlaass ated ‘ig UTSA Sept) ano 
‘Sopl. 22 at Washington Sate Oct 20 GEORGIA VANDERBILT. ‘Sept. NICHOLLS STATE. ‘Sept. 8 UC Davis 
‘Sopl, 29 UCLA Ock.27 OREGON STATE Oct 27 atMissour ‘Sept 15 at NC Stal ‘Sept. 15 COLORADO STATE. 
%  SOUTHOAROUNA _ : 
(atl ARZONASTATE Niv.2 Calin No.9 VANDERBLT s Sip 22 at Magi Sa Sip.2 al Sin Deo a 
Oda aUSC. Now lO UTAH Nov? SAMFORO: Fee fe M acne Sept 2). TROY Soph 29 atNavy. 
On27 —atOr Nov. 17 at Colorado ‘Sept 15 PRESBYTERIAN 
Oregon Now 24 a Tenneson salt (ck 13 atAansas State Oc13 UTAHSTATE 
Nov STANFORD. Nov. 23 at Washing Sle bate plree cua0 FAL 4.20. IUTBA, 
fori ante WidsHintaton SOc ts rd ou an Ga Tbussrite 
Nov 17 WASHINGTON eS Soi NORTHTEXAS. OES LA Now'3 FU Nlow.3 —atidahy 
Nov23 UTAH Soph) BYU Bop WASHINGTON Char AASSHOHUSETTS Nov 10 atNorh Texas No, 10atNow Meo Stato 
oregon Sol. EASTERN WASHINGTON Sept 15. IDARO. Nord. aKeruely Nov 17 MIODLE TENNESSEE Nout? BYU 
SANRIO oe pend rele Sept 22a Abu Noi. alOleMan Hoc ashen Niov24 LOUISIANA TECH 
q sAS STATE op 29 TOWSON i 1 thin 
Set8 FRESNOSTATE ap.29 ve. Og Sat). One aA Noah ANF ene sat 
Sopl 15 TENNESSEE TECH O.6 aL ragon Sta ‘Oe. 13 SOUTHCAROLINA Sepia Houston 
SipL22_ARZONA (3,19 CALFORNA Oc. atTous AIM Sipl8TEXASTEOH 
Sap 20 vs Wage at) az? alSanod fond ALBAIIA SUN BELT Seth LOUISIANA Sip 22 STEPHEN. AUSTIN 
Octé = WASHINGTON Nov,3) at Utah ‘Nov.10 MISSISSIPPI STATE: Sepl 15 MISSISSIPPI STATE ‘Sept. 29 NEVADA 
Od18  atAizona Sie Not 30. UCLA Now 17 OLEMISS ARE NSASoTaie Sept 22 at Nath Teas Oc. at New Mee 
‘0:27 COLORADO. NovAT at Azo Stale Now 24 atAtansas ARKANSAS STATE __ Sept 29 alSouh Alabama c.13. IDAHO, 
Nova atUSC Now 23. WASHINGTON. ‘Sept! atrayon ‘Ocl11 WESTERNKENTUCKY, Oc.27 San Jose Sato 
Nov10 at Calli QUEMISS ____ Sig MEMPHS Oet20 FU. Nov.3 aL Uah Stat 
Nvt7 STANFORD Sip. CENTRALARANEAS SHUTS aN One7 alFAD Nit) LOUSANATEGH 
Nov24 al Oregon Stato Sopt'6. UTEP Sept 22. ALCORN STATE Nov.3. at Tenneson Nov 17 aly 
‘Sep. 18 TEXAS Sop.20. WESTERN KENTUCKY Now 10 NAVY Nov.24 — aLUTSA, 
OREGON STATE ‘ALABAMA, Sepl22 Tulane ret Noi sT “AAU TATE ee! _NEWMEXIGO STATE 
1 NoHoUssTATE sat wma Smee abana SOUTH ALABAA 124 ade Terni 
sae WISCONSIN Sui Mia Men) Ge TESA Oa a Coat ULM ASIA 
pope Sip. WESTERN KENTUCKY Oat. SEH No.3 atNonhToas jg. 30—SOUTHERNUTAA 
uaa Sep 18 al ana aa? At Nob UU Seb atMansas Sooty UTAM 
‘Ock6 WASHINGTON STATE. Slee FAY Nou.S atGeorgin Nov.17 atTioy Sept 15 at Auburn ‘Spl. 15. a Wisconsin 
Oct 13 aBYU. ‘Sept. 29 OLE MISS Nov.10 VANDERBILT Dec! —- MIDDLE TENNESSEE ‘Sept.22_ BAYLOR Sept. 22 at Colorado Stale 
‘Ock20 UTAH Oc 13 at Missour, Nov.17 at LSU FAU. ‘Sept. 29 at Tuane ‘Sopt. 20 UNLV 
peroarteseg Oda) st Temette Se apa eTATE 08.6 alld Terese Ons) ABU 
Nov.3 ARIZONA STATE ‘Oct. 27 MISSISSIPPI STATE ‘Aug.31 WAGNER Ok 1S FAU Oc.13 at San Jose State 
Nov.10 at Stanlord it eR MISSISSIPPI STATE ete Erland ae Eaten ‘Oct, 20. NEWMEXICO STATE. 
i ny ri Oa27 aUTSA 
pepe tee) Nut WESTERN CAROUNA rents iat Sepz2 atAbana Nov LOUSANA fod TEXASSTATE 
Now 24 AUBURN Salis ah Sept 29. NORTH TEXAS Nov 8 atAnaneas Sle Now 7 altoiana Tech 
‘STANFORD Ste ALANA Oat atu Now 17. NORTH TEXAS N24 IDAHO 
Se, NAS Oct 20 at Sout Alabama Now.24 ot FD 
Sept SVJOSESTATE acinar Oa atkentcty ou27 TROY TSA 
Sept 8 DUKE abs Odi 13 TENNESSEE Nov.3—atNawy WESTERN Men Ce Te 
Sept 15 USC peer (a.20 MOLE TENNESSEE tonto. alWeeomke Ng.) ath 
ae Se i5 ALABAMA Oa.27 abana wa Goapele Sipe TEXAS ABW-COWNEROE 
Oct 13 atNore Dame On atAibum Reaches FU. Sept 22 SOUTHERNMSS Sep.29. New Meno State 
On.20 ations Oats KENTUCKY Realoy aoe Sy __ 6.29. atatarss Sate Onis alee 
oc.27 WASHINGTONSTATE oa? OLEMsS “3 a Gai atte O22). SIN JOSE STATE 
Now 3 atGoboradn Nov. TULSA MISSOURI Bae Aol hea aay WmaletAte 
No. 10. OREGON STATE 10 Sau Cana 4 aLowareToch 
Nout? apa foci? avspy Sle Sak} Sepia siz (pious Wht loerewesse info abe oe 
Nov.26  atUCLA Nov,24 LSU ‘Sept.15 ARIZONA STATE ‘Oct. ¢ ARKANSAS STATE: Nov,17 at Louisiana Nard BAS SINE 


64 Lindy’s Sports Annuals www.lindyssports.com 2012 


Photo by Matt Kartonian-US PRESSWIRE 


Landry Jones is a knee slapper. 

When something tickles Jones’ funny bone 
more than normal, he gets a high pitch and 
automatically slaps his knee. 

“Landry is really old school in that sense,” 
said Oklahoma punter Tress Way, who along with 
other teammates of the Oklahoma quarterback 
have had countless knee-slapping moments. 

There will be more in 2012. Jones decided to 
stay in school for his senior year. 

“T prayed about it for awhile and felt like God 
was telling me to come back. I really want to 
enjoy my senior year and my teammates, This is 
my last go-round and it’s a little bit more urgent. 
There are goals I want to achieve,” he said. 

Among goals are winning the national 
championship, the Heisman Trophy and 
becoming the career leader in victories for an 
OU quarterback, He enters this season with 
29 wins, three behind Steve Davis’ record of 
32 from 1973-75. 

In 2011, Jones moved to first in career 
passing yards with 12,379, passing Heisman 
‘Trophy winners Jason White and Sam Bradford. 
With 93 career touchdown passes, he broke 
Bradford's school record. Jones finished sixth 
nationally last season in total offense, 
averaging 343.3 yards per game. In 2010, he 

: won the 
Sammy 
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Baugh Trophy as the nation’s top college 
passer, 

Despite the accolades, the quote Jones 
says most is that he is a Christian who 
happens to play football, not a football 
player who is a Christian. 

Jones is the Sooners’ spiritual leader. When 
middle linebacker Austin Box died accidentally 
in May 2011 at age 22 of pulmonary edema 
and aspiration pneumonia, Jones was in Haiti 
on a mission trip. At a memorial service, Jones 
spoke about how precious life is, He told 
teammates if they were unsure that Christ was 
in their life, they needed to talk with him and 
get it straight with God. 

“Him doing that in front of the team meeting 
shows how big a factor Christ is in his life," said 
Way, who is also an evangelical Christian, 

Through the influence of “great” parents 
Kevin and Kellye Jones, Landry made a 
profession of faith in Christ at age six. He was 
baptized at First Baptist Church in his 
hometown of Artesia, N.M. 

He attends Antioch Community Church in 
Norman where pastor Chris Bennett has led 
him in discipleship. “He is the person that 
kind of sharpens my sword and works on 
things in my walk,” said Jones. 

One of Jones’ favorite Bible verses is about 
a life rooted in Christ. Colossians 2:6-7 reads 
“Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus as 
Lord, walk in him, rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught and overflowing with thankfulness.” 

“Tm sure it sounds like a cliché, without 
Jesus I don’t think I would have made it at 
OU," he said. 

During the first part of college, he rebelled 
against God. 

“T believed in Him, but I didn’t follow Him. 
After the first year, I got to the point I was so 
sad and depressed. If life is not fun, it is not 
worth it. I was an angry young man.” 

Slowly he began to follow Christ, whom now is 
his life, he said. Jones changed his lifestyle. He 
changed the “girls situation” and the “drinking.” 

“tT changed the way I was living. I was taking 
a stand, I understood deeper. I needed God in my 
life. The lifestyle I live (now) is a habit. 
Tunderstand the deeper meaning of who Jesus is 
in my life, He is my source of happiness, a comfort 
in hard times and hope there is a better life, 

“It’s knowing that when everything is 
screwed up in your life, everything is going to 
be OK. Being an athlete that is huge; 
everything is based on your performance. 
Everyone judges on wins and losses. You 
persevere through hard times, With Jesus, 
there is a big picture of things. At the end 

of life, you are going to heaven and that is 
basically the only thing that matters.” 
Prior to the 2011 season, Jones became 
engaged to OU point guard Whitney Hand, 
They are planning to be married in July. 
The way he treats his fiance sets him 
apart said Way, who 
has listened as Jones 
relates Christ to the 
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church, whom the Bible says is His bride, and 
how God “is always pursuing us.” 

“We are looked at as a thing of beauty, just 
the way he talks about Whitney,” said Way. 

Hand has taught Jones, 23, about how to 
pursue her and encouraged him in the godly 
pursuit of other people. 

“Being engaged, getting married, you realize 
how to put someone else above you and start 
being selfless and give your life away to 
someone else,” said Jones. 

While he is expected to be a first-round 
NFL draft choice in 2013, the ministry is also 
in his plans. 

“Ym still trying to figure that out and what it 
is going to look like. I don’t know if I'm going to 
be a pastor. I'm not sure what God has in store 
for me.” He has also discussed church planting, 

“You are to be bold about it and tell people 
about Him. God is real. If they don't respond, 
you pray for them. You never give up on people.” 

A member of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes leadership team, Jones also leads 
a weekly Bible study for teammates. They 
recently studied Matthew. 

It is Jones’ work ethic and competitiveness 
that gives him an edge, 

“On the field, Landry does a great job of 
reminding us that we are playing for the guy 
next to us,” said Way. 

Jones, who was named for Dallas Cowboys 
coaching legend Tom Landry (Jones is not 
a Cowboys fan), encourages players to spend 
time with Christ. 

“The best advice he has given me in my walk 
with Christ is in order for a relationship to get 
stronger, you have to spend time with that 
person, That means spending more time with 
God and reading His word and in prayer,” said 
Way, whose strong leg may land him in the NFL. 
Averaging 45.7 yards per punt last season, Way, 
an honorable mention All-Big 12 selection, had 
a school record 58 punts more than 50 yards each, 

What Jones exhibits most, said Way, is joy 
and love. 

“This may sound kind of cheesy, but it is 
love. He has the biggest heart of anybody 
Thave ever met. It is not so much how many 
people he cares about, it is how much he cares 
about those people,” 

Jones would want people to say that he is 
a man who loves Jesus and follows Him, is 
a great leader, a great friend and is loyal. 

During the 2011 mission trip to Haiti, Jones, 
along with the women’s basketball team and 
members of the football team, worked in the 
Mission of Hope, an orphanage. He saw poverty 
first hand. 

It made a big difference in his life, “You see 
the family of God in another light. You see 
how the body of Christ comes together, It gives 
you a heart for those people, You see how 
strong they are. You see how God was all they 
had and it was enough. 

“When we choose God and not worldly 
things and do something for Him, it fills us 
with joy,” said Jones, who plays the guitar and 
went sky diving three years ago. “Christianity 
is about how you live, about how you love 
people and the kind of choices you make.” 

Football is a gift said Jones and he plans to 
use it for Christ. 

“How I use football is like the platform; the 
game plan of how to evangelize and show 
people who Jesus is.” 
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By Chris Nee 
Rivals.com 


‘THE PARTICULARS: ATH - 2, DB~4, OT 5, K-1, B~5, OL-3, QB 1, RB-2, TE- 1, WR-2 

‘THE BUZZ: Alabama's class was led by a trio of five-star prospects in 
Geismar (La.) Dutchtown safety Landon Collins, Daphne (Ala.) running back 
Ti. Yeldon, and Panama City (Fla.) Arnold athlete Eddie Williams. 

The Crimson Tide addressed needs at wide receiver by adding a trio of 
prospects from Florida, In addition to Williams, Jacksonville (Fla.) First Coast 
wide receiver Chris Black and Miami (Fla.) Northwestem wide receiver Amari 
Cooper also have the ability to contribute early. 

(On the defensive side of the ball, Alabama signed a strong group at 
linebacker with five four-star prospects in the group. Madison (Ala.) Bob Jones 
four-star inside linebacker Reggie Ragland is an imposing force at 6-4, 245 
pounds. Daphne (Ala.) High four-star outside linebacker Ryan Anderson has the 
capability to come down to the defensive line, and be a difficult speed-rusher off 
the edge. 

‘Alabama also addressed a need for depth and talent at defensive back 
by adding a pair from junior college in Thatcher (Ariz.) Easter Arizona Junior 
College four-star cornerback Travell Dixon and Booneville (Miss.) Northeast 
Mississippi Community College three-star comerback Deion Belue. Joining Col- 
lins from the high school ranks in the secondary will be Atlanta (Ga.) St. Pius X 
School four-star comerback Geno Smith, 


YY 2 ia 


THE PARTICULARS: ATH ~§, DB -2, DE~3, OT-4, K~1, LB-5,0L-4, 0B-1, RB 1, WR-2 

‘THE BUZZ: Texas once again competed for the recruiting national 
title with a strong group of 28 signees. The group was led by a pair of in-state 
five-star prospects in running back Johnathan Gray from Aledo and defensive 
tackle Malcom Brown from Brenham. Gray is an ultra-productive back with 
great size, while Brown is a thick, dominating force in the middle of the 
defensive line, 

Mack Brown and company added several talented offensive linemen with 
Harker Heights (Texas) High four-star offensive tackle Camrhon Hughes, Pearl~ 
and (Texas) Dawson four-star offensive tackle Kennedy Estelle, DeSoto (Texas) 
High four-star offensive guard Curtis Riser and Senatoba (Miss.) Northwest 
Mississippi Community College four-star offensive tackle Donald Hawkins. 

They also addressed needs on the defensive line from both the high school 
and junior college ranks. Joining Brown {rom the high school ranks is Humble 
(Texas) four-star defensive tackle Paul Boyette Jr. and Dallas (Texas) Bishop 
Dunne three-star defensive tackle Alex Norman. Scooba (Miss.) East Mississippi 
Community College three-star defensive tackle Brandon Moore is a massive 
6-6, 335-pound defensive tackle from the junior college ranks, 

‘Two other prospects who could make an early impact at Texas are Austin 
(Texas) four-star wide receiver Cayleb Jones and Athens (Texas) four-star 
athlete Kendall Sanders. 


THE PARTICULARS: 0B -4, DE -5, DT-3, K~ 1, 18-2, OL~2, OB-1, AB-1, TE~2, WR-2 

‘THE BUZZ: Will Muschamp and staff put together a very strong class 
in their frst full year of recruiting for the Gators. The class is led by a pair 
of five-star defensive ends in Shelby (N.C.) Crest’s Jonathan Bullard and 
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Lakewood's Dante Fowler Jr. The Gators also attained the 
services of five-star offensive tackle D.J. Humphries from Charlotte (N.C.) Mal- 
lard Creek. Another standout is Land O'Lakes (Fla.) High four-star tight end Kent 
Taylor, who was the top ranked tight end in the natior 

In total, Florida added five defensive ends. Joining Bullard and Fowler Jr. 
is a trio of three-star prospects in Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
Bryan Cox Jr., Clemmons (N.C.) West Forsyth’s Alex McCalister and Tyrone 
(Ga) Sandy Creek's Quinteze Williams. The defensive tackle group was led by 
two big men in the middle in Scooba (Miss.) East Mississippi Community College 
four-star defensive tackle Damien Jacobs and Venice (Fia.) four-star defensive 
tackle Dante Philips. 

The Gators also added some top-end talent in the defensive secondary with 
a pair of in-state signees in Melbourne (Fla.) Holy Trinity four-star safety Marcus 
Maye and Bradenton (Fia.) Southeast four-star comerback Brian Poole. 

Joining Taylor at tight end is Warminster (Pa.) Archbishop Wood Catholic 
four-star tight end Colin Thompson, who is an elite blocking tight end. 
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Seffner (Fla.) Armwood four-star running back Matt Jones is a big back that 
isa very capable receiver out of the backfield. 

‘Another skill position player who brings a lot of versatility to the Gators 
offensive attack will be Citra (Fia.) North Marion four-star wide receiver Latroy 
Pittman. 

Boynton Beach (Fla. offensive guard Jessamen Dunker joins Humphries 
as the only other offensive lineman signee in the class, but he wil provide the 
Gators with a big and athletic offensive quard down the road. 


THEPARTICULARS: ATH 1,08 4,08 -3,DT-1, 84, 0L~5,08—1,RB~2,TE~1, WR-9 

THE BUZZ: The Buckeyes finished as strong as anyone in the nation af- 
ter the hiring of Urban Meyer. Their 25-man class is led by two five-star defensive 
ends — Harrisburg (Pa.) Bishop McDevitt's Noah Spence and Cincinnati (Ohio) 
Taft's Adolphus Washington. 

Joining Spence and Washington at defensive end will be Canton (Ohio) 
MoKinley four-star defensive end Se'von Pittman. 

Playing beside that strong defensive end class will be Glen Ellyn ({l,) 
Glenbard West four-star defensive tackle Tommy Schutt, 

‘Another defensive standout is West Roxbury (Mass.) Catholic Memorial 
four-star inside linebacker Camren Williams, the top player from Massachusetts, 
He will be joined at linebacker by Galen (Ohio) Olentangy four-star outside 
linebacker Josh Perry. 

The offensive class is headlined by Windsor (Colo.) four-star offensive 
tackle Joey O'Connor. Joining him in the trenches will be Vandalia (Ohio) Butler 
four-star offensive tackle Taylor Decker, Cleveland (Ohio) Heights four-star 
offensive tackle Kyle Dodson, Pickerington (Ohio) Central three-star offensive 
guard Jacoby Boren, and Pickerington (Ohio) North three-star offensive guard 
Pat Elflein. 

‘Some offensive playmakers in the class include Columbus (Ohio) St, Fran- 
cis DeSales four-star running back Warren Ball, Canton (Ohio) Glenoak four-star 
running back Bri'onte Dunn, South Bend (Ind.) Washington four-star athlete 
David Perkins, and Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy four-star wide receiver 
Michael Thomas. 


THE PARTOULARS: 08-9 DE ~3,0T-2 18-2 OL~7,B-1,WR-4 

‘THE BUZZ: Nearly one-third of Stanford's signing class was along the 
offensive line, where they brought in seven prospects. The depth and quality of 
the group is impressive, Tempe (Ariz.) Corona Del Sol five-star offensive tackle 
Andrus Peat and San Clemente (Cali) High five-star offensive tackle Kyle Mur- 
phy lead the group. Four of the other five signees along the offensive line are 
four-star prospects — Eden Prairie (Minn.) High offensive tackle Nick Davidson, 
Brentwood (Tenn.) Brentwod Academy offensive tackle Graham Shuler, Pleasant 
Grove (Utah) High offensive guard Brandon Fanaika, and Puyallup (Wash.) High 
offensive guard Joshua Garnett. 

Another standout signee for the Cardinal is Atwater (Calit) Buhach five-star 
defensive end Aziz Shittu. Honolulu (Hawaii) Punahou four-star defensive end 
Luke Kaumatule and College Park (Ga.) Woodward Academy four-star defen- 
sive tackle Jordan Watkins are another two to keep an eye on, 

‘Ashbum (Va.) Briar Woods four-star safety Alex Carter and Leesburg (Fla.) 
High four-star outside linebacker Noor Davis can make an early contribution, 

‘Top offensive skill position signees include Oklahoma City (Okla.) Heritage 
Hall four-star running back Barry Sanders and Los Angeles (Calif) Loyola four- 
star wide receiver Kodi Whitfield. 


(EEE Flora state | 


‘THE PARTICULARS: DB -3, DE-1, DT-4, K-2, {B-2, OL-2, 08-2, RB—1, TE—1, WR-1 
‘THE BUZZ: Florida State signed three five-star prospects, including 

a pair of defensive tackles. Hueytown (Ala.) dual-threat quarterback Jameis 

Winston can do damage with his arm and legs. Defensively, Denton (Texas) 

Ryan defensive tackle Mario Edwards and Washington (D.C.) Friendship Col- 

legiate Academy defensive tackle Eddie Goldman are a strong duo in the middle. 
The defensive line class is strong for the Seminoles with the likes of Prat- 

‘ville (Ala.) High four-star defensive tackle Justin Shanks and Mobile (Ala.) 
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Davidson four-star defensive end Chris Casher joining Edwards and Goldman. 

The Seminoles are excited about Stone Mountain (Ga,) four-star linebacker 
Ukeme Eligwe and Jacksonville (Fla) First Coast four-star linebacker Reggie 
Northrup, 

The defensive back group is led by four-star comerback Ronald Darby 
from Oxon Hill (Ma.) Potomac and a pair of four-star safeties in Ocala (Fla,) 
Vanguard's PJ. Williams and San Antonio (Texas) Brandeis’ Colin Blake. 

Winston is coming in along with some good offensive talent. Cape Coral 
(la, Island Coast four-star running back Mario Pender is a nice mix of speed 
and size. Orlando (Fla.) Boone four-star wide receiver Marvin Bracy has elite 
speed, Orange (Cali) Lutheran four-star tight end Christo Kourtzidis is 
a capable blocker who is also a threat down the field in the passing game. 

The offensive line group has a pair of junior college signees in Mission Viejo 
(Calif) Saddleback Community Collage offensive tackle Menelik Watson and 
Roswell (N.M.) New Mexico Miltary Institute three-star offensive tackle Daniel 


Glauser. 


‘THE PARTICULARS: DB ~4, DE -3, DT ~3,LB -4, OL ~4, RB ~3, TE ~2,WR -2 

‘THE BUZZ: Brady Hoke and Michigan landed a special player in Kansas 
City (Mo.) Park Hil five-star defensive tackle Ondre Pipkins, Pipkins is massive 
at 6-3, 325 pounds and Is surprisingly athletic when pursuing quarterbacks and 
ball carriers. 

‘Another top signee is Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward five-star offensive tackle 
Kyle Kalis, considered the top prospect in Ohio for the 2012 class. 

A couple of other talented offensive linemen taking their ability to the 
Wolverines are Carlsbad (Calif,) La Costa Canyon four-star offensive tackle Erik 
Magnuson and Nashville (Tenn.) Montgomery Bell Academy four-star offensive 
tackle Blake Bars, 

Switching back to defense, Michigan landed a strong linebacker group led 
by four-star inside linebacker Royce Jenkins-Stone from Detroit (Mich.) Cass 
Tech and a pair of four-star outside linebackers in Orchard Lake (Mich.) 

St. Mary's James Ross and Cincinnati (Ohio) Colerain’s Joe Bolden. 


Apair of offensive skill players to keep an eye on are Detroit (Mich,) Martin 
Luther King four-star running back Dennis Norfleet and West Des Moines (lowa) 
Dowling four-star wide receiver Amara Darboh. Norfleetis a versatile running 
back who is great at creating in space, while Darboh is a bigger target at wide 
receiver with excellent speed, 


FEY Southern Cattornia | 


‘THE PARTICULARS: DB ~ 3, DE -3, LB~2, OL-3, RB~1, TE-1, WR-2 

THE BUZZ: USC signed just 15 prospects, but only two of them are 
ranked below four-star status. Low on quantity, but extremely high on quality. 

Al three five-star prospects in the class play on the offensive side of the 
ball, Tampa (Fla.) Berkeley Prep five-star wide receiver Nelson Agholor is a 
versatile offensive weapon who can make an instant impact. Lakewood (Wash,) 
Lakes five-star offensive tackle Zach Banner is massive at 6-9, 310 pounds, 
while Encino (Calif.) Crespi five-star offensive guard Jordan Simmons also has 
his fair share of bulk at 6-5, 333 pounds. 

Joining Banner and Simmons up-front on the offensive line is Santa Mar- 
garita (Cali,) Catholic four-star offensive tackle Max Tuerk, 

The Trojans didn't just dip into Florida for Agholor, they also got a very tal- 
ented defensive end from the Sunshine State in Daytona Beach (Fla.) Mainland 
four-star Leonard Williams, 

The defensive back haul was also very good as they landed Woodland Hills 
(Calif.) Pierce Community College four-star safety Gerald Bowman, the nation’s 
{op junior college player. Joining Bowman will be Inglewood (Cali) High four-star 
comerback Devian Shelton and Pasadena (Callf.) Muir four-star comerback 
Kevon Seymour, 


J iii” 


THE PARTICULARS: ATH ~ 1, DB ~8, DE ~5, DT ~3, LB ~3, OL -3,0B -3,RB ~2, WR ~5 
‘THE BUZZ: Miami signed the largest class in the nation with 33 pros~ 
pects, The Hurricanes added much needed depth, especially at defensive back, 
along the defensive line, at quarterback and at wide receiver. 
“The top two prospects in Miami's class hail from right around the comer 
from the campus, Miami (Fla.) Norland five-star al: purpose back Randy ‘Duke’ 
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Johnson was arguably the top high school player in the Sunshine State. Miramar 
(Fla, five-star comerback Tracy Howard was ranked the top college prospect 
from Florida in the 2012 class, 

Joining Howard at the top of the class is Miami (Fla.) Columbus four-star 
safely Deon Bush, 

Other top defensive signees include Tampa (Fla.) Jefferson four-star de- 
fensive end Tyriq McCord, Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas four-star 
defensive end Jelani Hamilton, and Stone Mountain (Ga.) Stephenson four-star 
linebacker Raphael Kirby. 

Offensive standouts include four-star wide receivers Robert Lockhart and 
Malcolm Lewis, Lockhart, from Fork Union (V.) Fork Union Military Academy, 
has good size and runs precise routes, Lewis, who was teammates with Howard 
at Miramar (Fla.) High, is a quick wide receiver with sure hands 

Miami (Fla.) Norland four-star offensive tackle Ereck Flowers has a high 
ceiling as an edge blocker and could be an early contributor. 

Wellington (Fla.) Palm Beach Central four-star athlete Angelo Jean-Louis 
could contribute on either side of the ball, 


QU Auburn 


‘THE PARTICULARS: DB - 3, DE - 1, OT -1,LB -2,0L -7,0B -2, RB ~1,TE -2,WR -2 

THE BUZZ: Gene Chizik and Auburn signed a top 10 class on the shoul 
ders of a strong offensive line group. Out of the seven signees on the offensive 
line, five of them are ranked as four-star prospects, The top offensive line signee 
for the Tigers was Palm Beach Gardens (Fla.) four-star offensive tackle Avery 
Young. Joining Young at the tackle spot is four-star Shane Callahan from Parker 
(Colo,) Chaparral, four-star Patrick Miller from West Palm Beach (Fla.) Dwyer, 
and four-star Jordan Diamond from Chicago (Ii) Simeon, Castle Rock (Colo.) 
Valor Christian four-star offensive guard Alex Kozan also opted for Auburn, 

Both wide receiver signees — Tyrone (Ga.) Sandy Creek four-star JaQuay 
Williams and Miami Beach (Fla.) four-star Ricardo Louis — offer good size and 
athleticism, 

Four-star tight end Ricky Parks from Hogansville (Ga.) Callaway and four- 
star running back Jovon Robinson from Memphis (Tenn.) Wooddale are also 
solid offensive additions for the Tigers. 

Fairburn (Ga.) Creekside comerback Joshua Holsey was the top defensive 
signee for Auburn in 2012. He and Birmingham (Ala.) Woodlawn four-star outside 
linebacker Cassanova McKinzy have the potential to make an early contribution. 


0) aa 


‘THE PARTICULARS: ATH - 2, DB -2, DE ~3,LB - 1, OL ~4, 08 -1,RB -3, TE -4, WR -5 

‘THE BUZZ: The Sooners top signee was a prospect who they originally 
landed the services of in 2011 — five-star wide receiver Trey Metoyer — who. 
had to go to prep school in order to qualify. 

‘Metoyer leads a strong wide receiver group that also includes St, Louis 
(Mo.) DeSmet four-star wide receiver Durron Neal, Oklahoma City (Okla.) 
Heritage Hall four-star wide receiver Sterling Shepard, Inglewood (Cali,) High 
four-star wide receiver Derrick Woods and Roseville (Calif.) Sierra Community 
College four-star wide receiver Courtney Gardner. 

The offensive class also included four-star quarterback Trevon Knight of 
San Antonio (Texas) Ronald Reagan, four-star running back Alex Ross of Jenks 
(Okla.), four-star tight end Taylor McNamara of San Diego (Calif) Westview, 
and a pair of four-star offensive lineman in Santa Clarita (Calif.) College of the 
Canyons offensive tackle Will Latu and Apopka (Fla.) Ty Darlington. 

The top defensive signee in the class was Seffner (Fla.) Armwood four-star 
outside linebacker Eric Striker. Overall, just six of the signees for the Sooners 
were on the defensive side of the ball. 


(oY i2 ceorsia 


THE PARTICULARS: ATH ~2, DE 4, DT -2, K-2, 0L~3, QB 1, RB-3, TE- 1, WR—1 

THE BUZZ: Georgia landed two five-star prospects in the 2012 class. 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Boles five-star offensive tackle John Theus wil oin his 
brother, long snapper Nathan Theus, in Athens. The top prospect in the Peach 
State in 2012, Valdosta (Ga,) Lowndes five-star athlete Josh Harvey-Clemons, 
decided to play for the Bulldogs. 

In total, 1 of the 19 signees come from the Peach State. Joining Harvey- 
Clemons at the top ofthat group is Hamilton (Ga.) Harris County four-star defen- 
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sive end Jordan Jenkins, Millen (Ga.) Jenkins County four-star defensive tackle 
Jonathan Taylor, Eastman (Ga.) Dodge County four-star defensive end Leonard 
Floyd, and Tucker (Ga.) four-star defensive end Josh Dawson. 

Ater Theus, the top offensive prospects for Georgia are two running backs 
who both hail from North Carolina. Raleigh (N.C.) Millbrook four-star al purpose 
back Keith Marshall is a talented runner with great speed, while Tarboro (N.C.) 
four-star running back Todd Gurley has a great combination of speed and size. 


3,0B~4,DE-3, DT- 1,1, 18-1, 0L~5, 08-1, RB-1,TE~1, WA-5 

‘THE BUZZ: Jim Mora immediately got to work after being hired at UCLA 
and put together a strong finish over the final month of the recruiting season. His 
top get was five-star defensive tackle Ellis McCarthy from Monrovia (Cali) High 

Other prospects landed over the final month of the process include Old 
Tappan (NJ.) High four-star athlete Devin Fuller, Westlake Village (Cali) Oaks 
Christian four-star wide receiver Jordan Payton, Chandler (Arz.) High four-star 
wide receiver Javon Williams, and Murrieta (Cali) Vista Murrieta four-star 
defensive end Jeremy Castro. 

Westlake Village (Calf) Oaks Christian four-star defensive back Ishmael 
‘Adams pledged to Mora and company after their arrival, 

One holdover from the previous staf that is capable of making an immediate 
impactis Compton (Cali) Dominguez four-star offensive tackle Lacy Westbrook. 


es Clemson 


THE PARTICULARS: ATH ~3, DB -9, DE -2, DT, K~1, B-1, OL~5, OB-1, WR—1 

‘THE BUZZ: Clemson put together a solid class that added talented depth 
and some prospects that could contribute early on in their careers. 

The top prospect in the class was Tallahassee (Fla,) North Florida Christian 
four-star safety Travis Blanks. The top offensive prospect was Charlotte (N.C.) 
Phillip © Berry Academy of Technology four-star wide receiver Germone Hopper. 

Jonesboro (Ark,) Jonesboro Senior four-star athlete Zac Brooks could find 
his way onto the field early, His primary position will be as a running back, but his 
unique combination of speed and size at 6-2, 180 pounds makes him valuable in 
Clemson's spread attack. 

Defensive tackle Carlos Watkins, a four-star prospect from Forest City 
(N.C.) Chase could find his way onto the field early. 

Buffalo (N.Y,) St. Joseph's four-star quarterback Chad Kelly likely won't be 
called upon early in his career at Clemson, but he is a good athlete with a big 
arm who cai fill the void that will be let when Tajh Boyd concludes his career. 


x [1M [15 | Texas A&M 


THE PARTICULARS: ATH-1, DB -3, DE- 5, OT-1, LB- 1, OL-3, QB- 1, RB- 1, WR-3 

THE BUZZ: Texas A&M prepared for their move to the SEC by signing 
a strong class led by one of the nation’s best offensive players. Spring (Texas) 
Dekaney five-star running back Trey Williams is a dynamic weapon who had an 
ultra-productive high school career, with more than 8,000 rushing yards over his 
final three seasons and scoring over 80 rushing touchdowns. 

The offensive class also includes Houston (Texas) four-star quarterback Matt 
Davis and Dallas (Texas) Skyline four-star wide receiver Thomas Johnson. Davis 
‘can make things happen with his arms and his legs and shows great leadership 
skills. Johnson could work inside or outside and is very good after the catch. The 
best offensive lineman in the group is Missouri City (Texas) Elkins four-star center 
Mike Matthews, who was the nation’s top center in the 2012 class. 

The defensive class is led by Mesquite (Texas) Hom four-star comerback 
DeVante Harris. Harris is a 5-11, 160-pound cornerback. Four-star outside 
linebacker Jordan Richmond of Denton (Texas) Ryan also make his way onto 
the field early, 

Carthage (Texas) High four-star athlete Edward Pope (6-3, 170) was a 
defensive back for most of his high school career, but had a great senior season 
at wide receiver. He could contribute on either side of the ball, 


oREGON ORT) Oregon 


THE PARTICULARS: ATH -1, DB~3, DE~6, DT- ,~1, B-1, OL, 08-2, RB~1, E~2, WR-3 
THE BUZZ: Chip Kelly and Oregon signed 21 prospects in their 2012 
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class. The top prospect was Elk Grove (Calif) Pleasant Grove four-star defen- 
sive end Arik Armstead. Armstead could play on either side ofthe ball, as he 
also projects as an offensive tackle at 6-8, 280 pounds 

Armstead wasn't the only standout defensive end in the Oregon's class. 
He was joined by Portland (Oregon) Central Catholic four-star defensive end 
Alex Balducci and Honolulu (Hawai) Punahou four-star defensive end 
DeForest Buckner. 

Hillsboro (Ore.) Liberty four-star outside linebacker Brett Bafaro was 
another top defensive signee for the Ducks. 

On the offensive side, Oregon loaded up with top-tier talent atthe skill 
positions. Rocklin Calif.) Whitney four-star quarterback Jake Rodrigues has 
excellent arm strength and accuracy. 

Rodrigues will ike targets such as Cincinnati (Ohio) Taft four-star wide 
receiver Dwayne Stanford and Missouri City (Texas) Hightower four-star wide 
receiver Bralon Addison. Oregon also added two athletic tight ends in Lynchurst 
(Ohio) Brush four-star Pharaoh Brown and Aurora (Colo.) Grandview four-star 
Evan Baylis. San Jose (Calif) Valley Christian four-star running back Byron 
Marshall is one of the nation's best. 


[ Inessee 


‘THE PARTICULARS: ATH - 3, DB- 3, DE -3, OT-2, K-1, LB- 1, QB-1, RB-2, TE- 1, WR-4 

THE BUZZ: The Volunteers were looking for immediate help at wide 
receiver and they tumed to the junior college ranks in Hutchinson (Kansas) 
Hutchinson Community College four-star wideout Cordarrelle Patterson. Patter- 
son, who is 6-4, 205 pounds, is a big outside target who can to stretch the field. 

Patterson leads a strong group of wide receivers. He is joined by Norcross 
(Ga.) High four-star wide receiver Jason Croom, Jackson (Tenn.) Christian four- 
star wide receiver Drae Bowles, and Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater four-star wide 
receiver Alton Howard. 

They will be happy to know that they are coming in along with a talented 
quarterback in Fruit Cove (Fla.) Bartram Trail four-star signal-caller Nathan 
Peterman. Peterman is a smart quarterback with a strong arm, nice touch, 

Four-star athlete Davante Bourque from Crowiey (La.) High will ikely end 
up at running back. The 6-3, 200-pounder provides good size in the offensive 
backfield and is explosive with the ball in his hands. 

The defensive class is headlined by Dallas (Texas) Wilmer-Hutchins four- 
star safety LaDarrell McNeil. Joining McNeill in the secondary will be fellow 
four-star cornerback Deion Bonner of Columbus (Ga.) Carver. 

Apair of four-star defensive tackles also are making their way to Knoxville. 
Milledgeville (Ga.) Georgia Military College defensive tackle Daniel McCullers 
was a top junior college prospect. Flint (Mich.) Powers Catholic defensive tackle 
Danny O'Brien is coming from the high school ranks. 


G | 


‘THE PARTICULARS: ATH - 1, DB-5, DE-1,K-1,LB-5, OL~5, QB-1, TE-1, WR-3 

THE BUZZ: Despite coming off a season where the Tigers played for the 
national championship, they find themselves down in the pack a bit with regards 
to recruiting rankings. While the class doesn't have any five-star prospects or 
headline grabbers, it does include a lot of talent. 

One big need addressed by Les Miles and his staff was along the offensive 
line. They brought in five linemen led by New Orleans (La.) Edna Karr four-star 
offensive tackle Derek Edinburgh and Buford (Ga,) four-star offensive guard 
Vadal Alexander. 

‘The Tigers are also bringing in skill talent on the offensive side of the ball in 
two outside receivers, Pompano Beach (Fla.) Blanche Ely four-star wide receiver 
Avery Johnson and Breaux Bridge (La.) four-star wide receiver Travin Dural are 
both big, athletic targets. 

The top defensive signee for the Tigers was New Orleans (La.) O. Perry 
Walker four-star cornerback Dwayne Thomas. Other top defensive signees 
include Katy (Texas) Morton Ranch four-star defensive end Danielle Hunter, 
Oxford (Ala.) four-star outside linebacker Kwon Alexander and Patterson (La.) 
four-star outside linebacker Lorenzo Phillips. 

Four-star athlete Lamar Louis from Breaux Bridge (La.) High will also likely 
end up on defense, starting his career at linebacker, 


Eé 9 South Carolina 


‘THE PARTICULARS: ATH ~2, DB-5, DE, -2, DT-1,K-1,LB-2, OL~5,QB-1, AB-2,TE-1, WR-3 
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‘THE BUZZ: The Gamecocks landed two major offensive weapons in their 
2012 signing class in Stone Mountain (Ga.) Stephenson four-star running back 
Mike Davis and Lexington (S.C.) High four-star wide receiver Shaq Roland. 
Davis is a productive back with good size and speed who can do work 
in-between the tackles or on the outside. Roland is a big-play wide receiver 
who can score in a variety of ways. 

‘Another wide receiver to keep an eye on will be Monroe (N.C.) Sun Valley 
four-star Jody Fuller. The 6-0, 200-pound wide receiver with 4.5 speed could find 
a role early in his career with the Gamecocks. 

Four-star athlete Jerell Adams, who is making his way to South Carolina 
after spending a year at Fork Union (Va.) Miltary Academy, will ikely start out as 
a tight end. 

The five-man offensive line class is led by four-star tackle Brock Stadnik of 
Greensboro (N.C.) Wester Guilford and four-star quard Joe Harris of Lithonia (Ga.). 

The top defensive signees for Steve Spurtier and his staff are a pair of safe- 
ties — Cape Coral (Fla.) Island Coast four-star Jordan Diggs and College Park 
(Ga.) Banneker four-star Chaz Elder. 


HNIER) Notre Dame 


‘THE PARTICULARS: ATH ~ 2, DB- 4, DE-1, DT -2, OL- 3, QB-1, AB-1, WR-3 

THE BUZZ: Notre Dame landed its biggest commitment in mid-January 
when five-star quarterback Gunner Kiel of Columbus (Ind.) East High flipped 
his commitment from LSU and immediately enrolled in South Bend. Kiel, the 
top-ranked pro-style quarterback in the country, has the potential to be one of the 
next great college quarterbacks. 

in the future, Scottsdale (Ariz.) Chaparral four-star wide receiver Davonte 
Neal will ikely be a popular target for Kiel. Neal is a smooth wide receiver with 
great speed who is excellent after the catch. 

Austintown (Ohio) Austintown Fitch four-star running back William Mahone 
will be another key cog in Notre Dame's offensive attack. Everett (Wash.) Mari- 
ner four-star athlete KeiVarae Russell could end up in the backfield with Mahone 
or on the outside as a wide receiver, but his future is definitely on the offensive 
side of the ball. 

Las Vegas (Nev.) Bishop Gorman four-star offensive tackle Ronnie Stanley 
is the top offensive linemen making his way to South Bend. 

On defense, East Orange (N.J.) Don Bosco Prep four-star safety Elijah 
‘Shumate will likely be looked upon to contribute early in a thin defensive back- 
field for Notre Dame. 

The front seven added some bulk on defense when a pair of four-star defen- 
sive tackles — Indianapolis (Ind.) Warren Central's Sheldon Day and Rochester 
(N.Y.) Aquinas Institute's Jarron Jones — signed with Notre Dame. 

Fresno (Calif.) Washington Union four-star comerback Tee Shapard was 
‘atop signee for the Irish and enrolled early in South Bend, but he has already 
withdrawn from school and departed from Brian Kelly's team. 


Ww 


THE PARTICULARS: ATH - 3, DB- 4, DE-4, DT-1, K~2, 1B, OL-5, 0B-2, RB-2, WR-1 

THE BUZZ: Washington's class was headlined by Sacramento (Calif) 
Grant five-star safety Shaq Thompson. Thompson pledged his services to the 
Huskies and gives them a physical, imposing safety to build a defense around 
He was considered the top prospect in California for the 2012 class. 

On the offensive side of the ball, Steve Sarkisian is geting a pair of talented 
quarterbacks to work with in Denver (Colo.) Mullen four-star Cyler Miles and 
Mercer Island (Wash,) High four-star Jeff Lindquist. 

Four-star athlete Jaydon Mickens likely ends up on the offensive side of 
the bal as a wide receiver. The 5-8, 170-pounder is a quick, elusive target in the 
‘open field who wil ikely play the slot position. 

(On defense, Compton (Calif) Dominguez four-star comerback Brandon 
Beaver will join Thompson in the secondary. 

Patterson (Calif) High four-star defensive end Pio Vatuvei could also find 
his way onto the field early on in his career. 


‘THE PARTICULARS: ATH - 3, DB ~5, DE-3, DT-2, LB-5, OL-3,RB-3, TE- 1, WR-3 
THE BUZZ: The top player in Frank Beamer’s 2012 signing class was 

Midlothian (Va) Clover Hill four-star athlete Joel Caleb. Caleb wil ikely end up 

a wide receiver when he artives in Blacksburg and he will be a nice weapon for 
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the Hokies. He is a physical player at 6-2, 201 pounds with the ability to make 
big plays in a variety of ways. 

Caleb wasn't the only top offensive weapon lured to Virginia Tech in 2012, 
asa pair of running back signees are worth keeping an eye on. Chesapeake 
(Va.) Oscar Smith four-star running back J.C. Coleman and Exton (Pa.) Downing- 
town East four-star running back Drew Harris are both explosive. Coleman is 
more of a small, shifty back, while Harris isa physical, tough runner. 

(On defense, the Hokies loaded up at linebacker, signing a total of five at 
the position. Chesterfield (Va.) Lloyd C. Bird four-star outside linebacker Deon 
Clarke is the top prospect in the group. Also keep an eye on Cifton (Va.) Cen- 
trevill four-star outside linebacker Ken Ekanem and Ringgold (Va.) Dan River 
four-star outside linebacker Trey Edmunds. 

Miami (Fla.) Central four-star comerback Donaldven Manning isn't physi- 
cally intimidating, but he has excellent quickness and good instincts making him 
a perfect fit in the Virginia Tech secondary. 


GLEN caiitornian 


THE PARTICULARS: ATH - 2, DB-2, DT-1, K~1,LB-2, OL~4, 08-1, RB-2,WR—4 

‘THE BUZZ: The top prospect in the Golden Bears’ 2012 signing class 
isa talented pro-style quarterback Danville (Cali) San Ramon Valley four-star 
signal-caller Zach Kline. Kline has shown the ability to attack all parts ofthe field 
with a big arm and good accuracy. 

He will have a nice group of receivers stepping on campus along with him, 
led by a trio of four-star wideouts — Belifiower (Calif) St. John Bosco’s Bryce 
Treggs, Lakewood's (Cali) Darius Power, and Upland (Calif) High's Kenny 
Lawler. There is also a good chance that Lakewood (Wash. Lakes four-star 
athlete Cedric Dozier ends up catching passes. 

The offensive ine signing class was led by Richmond (Cali) Salesia four- 
star offensive tackle Freddie Tagaloa. 

Cal signed just one defensive prospect considered a four-star or higher and 
that was Concord (Calif) De La Salle inside linebacker Michael Barton. 


R 24 Rutgers 


‘THE PARTICULARS: ATH 3, DE ~2,K ~1, 1B ~2, OL -5, 08 1, RB -1,WR -4 

THE BUZZ: Despite going through a coaching change on the verge of 
signing day, Rutgers was able to retain a majority of its commitments and add 
a few down the stretch to finish with a top 25 class. 

‘The top commitment for the Scarlet Knights came from Ramsey (NJ.) Don 
Bosco Prep five-star defensive end Darius Hamilton, who opted to stay home for 
his college career just days before signing day. 

Another top addition on the defensive side was Sicklerville (N.J.) Timber 
Creek four-star inside linebacker Quanzell Lambert. The 6-2, 230-pound inside 
linebacker could be an early contributor for the Big East program. 

The offensive class for Rutgers was led by Boyertown (Pa.) Boyertown Area 
Senior four-star offensive tackle Chris Muller and fellow four-star offensive tackle 
Jed. Denman from Fairless Hills (Pa.) Pennsbury. 

Ramsey (N.J.) Don Bosco Prep four-star wide receiver Leonte Carroo is the 
top skil position player coming in on the offensive side of the ball 


N [25] Nebraska 


THE PARTICULARS: ATH -2, 08-1, DE-2, 0T-2, B-4, OL-2, 0B-1, RB-1,TE-1,WR-1 

THE BUZZ: Nebraska signed a smaller class that was split down the 
middle with regards to offensive and defensive signees. The top signee in the 
class came on the defensive side ofthe ball in Thatcher (Ariz.) Easter Arizona 
Junior College four-star comerback Mohammed Seisay. Seisay can be an im- 
mediate contributor for the Comhuskers. 

Other possible early contributors on defense for Bo Pelini and his staff will 
be Riverside (Cali) Riverside Community College four-star outside linebacker 
Zaire Anderson and Akron (Ohio) Hoban four-star defensive end Greg McMul- 
len. 

On offense, Arvada (Colo.) Arvada West four-star offensive tackle Paul 
Thurston is the top signee for the Huskers. 

Lombard (ll.) Montini four-star wide receiver Jordan Westerkamp is the top 
kill position player on offense making his way to Lincoln next year. 

Winnfield (La.) Winnfield Senior four-star athlete Alonzo Moore has the 
capability to contribute on either side of the ball upon his arrival at Nebraska, 
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1GO}ROR2O1 2. See 


‘Noah Spence 6-4/245 Harrisburg (PA) Bishop McDevitt Ohio State 
11. Darius Hamilton ‘Ramsey (NJ) Don Bosco Prep Rutgers 
Adolphus Washington Cincinnati (OH) Taft Ohio State 
7. Aziz Shitty ‘Atwater (CA) Buhach Stanford 
Dante Fowler Jr. rs ‘State Petersburg (FL) Lakewood Florida 
Chis Casher ‘Mobile (AL) Davidson Florida State 
TOP 100 PLA YERS BY POSITION ), Eli Harold Virginia Beach (VA) Ocean Lakes Virginia 
|. Channing Ward ‘Aberdeen (MS) Aberdeen Mississippi 
‘Ak Name “L/W. Hometown/School == College Leonard Wiliams Daytona Beach (FL) Mainland usc 
3. Jordan Jenkins Hamilton (GA) Harris County Georgia 
eee eA CS eres | ea ExGme (A Peea'Ga Opn 
10. Jameis Winston 6-4/200 — Hueytown (AL) Hueytown Florida State 3. Javonte Magee ‘San Antonio (TX) Sam Houston Baylor 
20. Gunner Kiel 6-4/220 Columbus (IN) East ‘Notre Dame ‘Tyrig McCord Tampa (FL) Jefferson v ‘Miami (FL) 
35, Cyler Miles 6-4/220 Denver (CO) Mullen \._ Se'von Pittman Canton (OH) McKinley Ohio State 
44. Zach Kline 6-2/210 Danville (CA) San Ramon Valley 97. Alex Balducci Portland (OR) Central Catholic Oregon 
59. Tanner Mangum 6-3/195 Eagle (ID) Eagle ‘99. Ieadi Odenigbo Centerville (OH) Centerville Northwestern 


RUNNING BACKS DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


5, Johnathan Gray 5-11/190 Aledo (TX) Aledo 3. Mario Edwards 6-4/275. Denton (TX) Ryan Florida State 
42, Td. Yeldon 6-2/205 Daphne (AL) Daphne 7. Eddie Goldman 64/907 Wstngon (00 Friendship Cola Acfeny Florida State 
15, Trey Willams 5-875 Spring (TX) Dekaney 44. Ondre Pipkins 6-3/825 Kansas City (MO) Park Hill Michigan 
30, Randy Johnson 5/180 Miami (FL) Miami Noland 21. Elis McCarthy «65/311. Monrovia (CA) Monrovia UCLA 

98. Mario Pender 6-0/185 Cape Coral (FL) Island Coast 26. Malcom Brown, 6-2/280 Brenham (TX) Brenham Texas 
SeaslOae GUND E196,” ‘Tarboro (HC) Tarboto i 64, Tommy Schutt 62/301 Glen Ellyn (IL) Glenbard West Ohio State 
48, Keith Marshall 5-11/190 Raleigh (NC) Millbrook i 72. Jonathan Taylor 64/315 Millen (GA) Jenkins County Georgia 
55, Rushel Shell 6-0/210 Aliquippa (PA) Hopewell Pittsburgh 

63. Mike Davis 5-10/200 ‘Stone Mountain (GA) Stephenson South Carolina LINEBACKERS 


——— 
WIDE RECEIVERS |. Jabari Ruffin 64/230 Downey (CA) Downey usc 


- Reggie Ragland —-6-4/245_Madison (AL) Bob Jones Alabama 
arn BE S220 SE weep Uke Eline 37210 Stone Mountain (GA) Stone Mountain. orida State 
._Stfon Diggs 6-085 Oey (MD) Our Lady Of Good Counsel Manfand feet AUeitDe Meta abr RIV Fai oa Use 
}. Nelson Agholor 6-2/180 Tampa (FL) Berkeley Prep use 

1. Noor Davis Leesburg (FL) Leesburg stanford 
. Mal sae eels deaths Nick Dawson Charlot (Philp 0 Ber Acad Of Tech. Louisville 
. Amari Cooper 61/175 Miami (FL) Northwestern Alabama AONE Rie KOU ERATE 
ata enc SRST ASRS We Vv Raphael Kiby Stone Mountain (GA) Stephenson Miami (FL) 
Chris Black 5-11/170  Jacksonvile (FL) First Coast ‘Nabama Ryan Anderson Daphne (AL) Daphne ‘tahama: 
,Durron Neal 6-1/195 State Louis (MO) DeSmet Oklahoma 
Shaq Roland 6-1/170 Lexington (So) Lexington sane DEFENSIVE BACKS 
5. Garmone Hopper 6-0/5. Carte (N) Philip Bry Acad OF Tech Clemson “saa Traps el 21240 eA SEaan {CAV GTAR Washington 
Bryce Troggs S-11/171 _Bellower (GA) State John Bosco California 13. Tracy Howard 511/175 Miramar (FL) Miramar Miami (FL) 
ALAR OL TS EDN OS Washington State 47, Landon Coins 519/199) Geismar (LA) Dutchtown Alabama 
via Heiss CODE LGA San TK seaewtd 57. Alex Cater 6-0/193 Ashburn (VA) Briar Woods Stanford 
Ea 2 RN A OS A 60, Travis Blanks 64/195. Talahassee (FL) Not Florida Chistian Clason 
TIGHT ENDS 68, Ronald Darby 511172 Oxon Hill (MO) Potomac Florida State 
LS «I. DeVante Haris 51160. Mesquite (TX) Horm Tovas A&M 
54. Kent Taylor 657220 Land Oakes (FL) Land O'Lakes Florida . Marcus Maye 61/195 Melbourne (FL) Holy Teint Floida 


3. Tee Shepard 6-1/180 Fresno (CA) Washington Union Notre Dame. 


. J. Humphries 65/265 Charlotte (NC) Mallard Creek Florida Kevon Seymour 6-0/180 Pasadena (CA) Muir usc 
Zach Banner 69/310 Lakewood (WA) Lakes ts Deon Bush 6-1/185 Miami (FL) Columbus Miami (FL) 
1 Kyle Murphy 6-7/275 San Clemente (CA) San Clemente Stanford Yori Wright 6-2/180 Ramsey (Ni) Don Bosco Prep Colorado 
Kyle Kals 6-5/902 Lakewood (OH) Sate Edward Michigan 5. LaDarrell MeN! 6-1/190. Dallas (TX) Wimer-Huteins Tennessee 
tn Theus §-6292 Jackson (FL) Bolles Georgia 88, Geno Smith 5-11/180 Atlanta (GA) StPlus XSchool Alabama 


. Jordan Simmons 65/433. Encin (OA) Crespi usc 
Andrus Peat 67/905 Tempe (AZ) Corona Del Sol Stanford ATHLETES 


. Joshua Garnett 6-5/295 Puyallup (WA) Puyallup Stanford 

Max Tuerk 6-6/294 Santa Margarita (CA) Santa Margarita USC i ES an 2 i RA OY. LY Aro Aas 

. Isaac Seumalo 63/280 Corvalis (OR) Corvalis Oregon State MoU Biifel AS PONIES REE Nabe) Lone Sead 
Kennedy Estelle 67/900 Pearland (TX) Dawson Teas al NES TRMOM Taras NL OM Tappa ve 
nen Young 6-673 Palm each Gardens (1) Pon Beach ares Auburn . Kendall Sanders 6-1/175 athens (TX) Athens Teras 

Erik Magnuson 6-6/275 Carlsbad (CA) La Costa Canyon Michigan 1. DJ. Foster 5-11/190 Scottsdale (AZ) Saguaro Arizona State 
Canis Reser 6-283 DeSoto (TX) DeSoto ie Gyrus Jones 5-11/183Balimore (MD) Giman School Alabama 


). Chris Muller 6-6/287 Boyertown (PA) Boyertown Area Senior Rutgers: 1. Joel Caleb 6-2/201 Midlothian (VA) Clover Hill Virginia Tech 
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FOR 2013 2ermseeeues 


—— - 3. Kenny Bigelow: 6-3/285 Elkton, MD/Eastern Christian Academy 
= , Joey Bosa 6-5/260 Fort Lauderdale, FL/St. Thomas Aquinas 
, |. Eddie Vanderdoes 6-4/285 Placer, CA/Placer 
2. Dee Liner 6-2/274 Muscle Shoals, AL/Muscle Shoals 
). Garrett Sickels. 6-4/240 Little Silver, NU/Red Bank Regional 
3, Isaac Rochell 6-5/260 McDonough, GA/Eagle's Landing Christian 
TOP 100 PLAYERS BY POSITION 5 dordanShent>—— 6:4245 Tampa, FUboraigh 
|. Kylie Fitts 6-4/260 Redlands, CA/East Valley 
|. Carl Lawson 6-2/253 Alpharetta, GA/Milton 
}. Joe Mathis 6-4/254 Upland, CA/Upland 
QUARTERBACKS Dal, Ware 6-4/240 Lawton, OK/Lawton 
100. Jonathan Alien 6-3/225 Ashbum, VA/Stone Bridge 
8. Max Browne 6-5/202 ‘Sammamish, WA/Skyline 
‘i. Tyrone Snoopes’_6-9/220.WiMewight,TKMNgt DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
16. Shane Morris 6-3/183 Warren, Ml/De La Salle 
47. Ryan Bums 6-4/218 Ashburn, VA/Stone Bridge 
71. Troy Williams. 6-0/173 Harbor City, CA/Narbonne 
80. Johnathon McCrary 6-3/180 Ellenwood, GA/Cedar Grove 


3. Montravius Adams 6-3/280 Vienna, GA/Dooly County 
. Henry Poggi 6-3/250 Baltimore, MD/Gilman School 
Isaiah Golden 6-2/285 Carthage, TX/Carthage 
). A’Shawn Robinson —6-4/302 ‘Fort Worth, TX/Arlington Heights 
). Michael Hil 6-3/315 Pendleton, SC/Pendleton 
RUNNING BACKS Greg Web 6-2/290 Sicklerville, Ni Timber Creek 
nbs TAS? SU son NN BeaiereR OMAGH i preset 6-3/285 Crescent City, FL/Crescent City ; 
Ti 6:9/2159 ele, olit Cathie 3. Jaynard Bostwick 6-4/291 Port State Lucie, FL/St. Lucie West Centennial 


1. Altee Tenpenny 5-11/200 North Little Rock, AP/North Little Rock Se: URI NaS: Cae INA 


1. Greg Bryant 5-11/200 Delray Beach, FL/American Heritage School LINEBACKERS 

1. Justin Davis 61/195 Stockton, CA/Lincoln 

'. Derrick Green 6-0/215 Richmond, VA/Hermitage 2. Reuben Foster 6-2/228 Auburn, AL/Aubum_ 

I. Kallo Moore 10/180 Rosedale, MS/West Bolivar 12. Matthew Thomas 6-3/201 Miami, FL/Booker T. Washington 
7. Taquan Mizzell 5-10/180 Virginia Beach, VA/Bayside 1S. Ed Levenbierry Jt.) "6-8/2 Wondbiidge, VA/O: D: Hytton 


yeyan Green 5-40/195 State Petersburg, FL/Catholic 17. Michael Hutchings 6-2/210 Concord, CA/De La Salle 


34, Jaylon Smith 6-3/202 Fort Wayne, IN/Bishop Luers 
WIDE RECEIVERS 36. Trey Johnson 6-1/220 Lawrenceville, GA/Central Gwinnett 
37. Dorian O'Daniel 6-1/205 Olney, MD/Our Lady Of Good Counsel 
13. Ricky Seals-Jones 6-5/220 Sealy, TX/Sealy 40. Chans Cox 6-3/220 Lakeside, AZ/Blue Ridge 

1. Derrick Griffin 6-6/215 Rosenberg, TX/Terry. 44. Mike McCray 6-4/230 Trotwood, OH/Trotwood-Madison 

1. Marquez North 6-9/205 Charlotte, NC/Mallard Creek 53. Daniel MeMiilian 6-3/220 Jacksonville, FL/First Coast 

3. Robert Foster 6-3/170  Monaca, PA/Central Valley 62, Peter Kalambayi 6-3/229 Matthews, NC/Butler 

|. Laquon Treadwell 6-3/183 Crete, IL/Crete Monee 68. Doug Randolph 6-3/215 Richmond, VA/Woodberry Forest School 

riStey Co) EIA eam GaUana pat FINGACEt 88. Johnny O'Neal 6-2/225 Dublin, GA/West Laurens 


95. Larenz Br 1 i 
1. Steven Mitchell 5-11/170 Mission Hills, CA/Bishop Alemany _ ocak: CSL ADR I Ehaitotes NOV ates 


). Ahmad Fulwood 6-4/197 Jacksonville, FL/Bishop Kenny DEFENSIVE BACKS 
|. dake Oliver: 6-4/194 Dallas, TX/Jesuit 
. Demarcus Robinson 6-2/200 _Fort Valley, GA/Peach County Kendall Fuller 6-0/185 Olney, MD/Our Lady Of Good Counsel 
. Su’a Cravens 6-1/205 Murrieta, CA/Vista Murrieta 
TIGHT ENDS . Cameron Burtows —6-1/195 Trotwood, OH/Tratwood-Madison 
|. Vernon Hargreaves Ill 5-10/177 Tampa, FL/Wharton 
22, Adam Breneman 6-5/220 Camp Hil, PA/Cedar Ciif . Eli Woodard 61/185 Voorhees, Nd/Eastern 
35. OJ. Howard 66/226 Autauga, AL/Autauga Academy . Max Redfield 6-2/195 Mission Viejo, CA/Mission Viejo 
55. DeSean Smith 6-4/222 Lake Charles, LA/Barbe . + Leon MeQtiay Il G-2H71 'Sefiner, FUAMmWood 
RITES BOE 6-6/230 Pickerington, OH/Pickerington North . Antonio Conner 6-2/192 Batesville, MS/South Panola 
Marcell Harris 6-2/208 Orlando, FLIDr. Philips 
3. Mackensie Alexander 5-11/175 Immokalee, FL/Immokalee 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN .Dashion Hunt 5-10/175 Westlake Village, CA/Westlake 
alana 6-6/278 Lake Clty, FLIColumbia . Tray Matthews 6-1/190 Newnan, GA/Newnan 
25. Kent Perkins 6-5/300 Dallas, TX/Lake Highlands ua Holland shen 6-2/205."~ Midlothian; VA/Manchester 
SERGE 7A WAALS . Dymonte Thomas 6-1/175 Alliance, OH/Marlington 
eMC? ava LPS GOIPa aa Will Likely 5-T/171 Belle Glade, FLGlades Central 
- AGN . Priest Willis 6-2/200 Tempe, AZ/Marcos De Niza 
1. Steve Eimer 6-6/305 Midland, M/Midiand . 3 
|. Jake Raulerson 6-4/250 Celina, TX/Celina er eee EPIC NEN 
ATR RORe S/oa0 SENG PANG NGA . Nick Washington 6-0/180 Jacksonville, FL/Trinity Christian 


”. Austin Golson 6-4/277 Prattville, AL/Prattville ATHLETES 


1. Kyle Bosch 6-5/285 Wheaton, IL/State Francis 

”. Reeve Koehler 6-3/280 Honolulu, Hl/State Louis |. Derrick Henry 6-3/241 Yulee, FL/Yulee 

|. Evan Lisle 6-6/265 Centerville, OH/Centerville Jatin Marshall 6-0/190 Middletown, OH/Middletown 
, Darius James 6-5/319 Killeen, TX/Harker Heights, John Diarse 6-0/202 Monroe, LANeville 

|. Aaron Cochran 6-6/320 Atwater, CA/Buhach 5. ArDarius Stewart 6-8/190 Fultondale, AL/Fultondale 
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TOP 10 SCHOOLS BY POSITION 


Quarterback 7. USF . Michigan 
_ Florida State 9. Oklahoma State . Virginia Tech 
. Washington 10. Michigan . Ohio State 


» Purdue Offensive Line Louisville 


. Notre Dame . Nebraska 
Oregon . Stanford USC 


Cal . Auburn . Florida State 


. Southern Miss USC” 
BYU . Michigan 


. Auburn Texas 
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. Oklahoma 
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By Josh Helmholdt 
Rivals.com 


Ohio State 


Overview: The complexion of this class 
changed on Nov. 28 when Urban Meyer was named head coach. Jim 
Tressel's resignation and the looming threat of NCAA sanctions had the 
Buckeyes recruiting at lower levels than years past, and losing top 
in-state recruits to rival Midwest programs. Due to their in-state 
reputation, the Buckeyes had picked off a few of Ohio's top prospects 

including running backs Bri’onte Dunn (6-1, 214-pounds) and Warren 

Ball (6-2, 200). The bulk of the class, however, and nine of their top 13 
rated commitments were landed after Meyer was named head coach. 
The Buckeyes also damaged several of their Big Ten and Midwest foes 
by snapping up prospects who were previously committed elsewhere. 
They took Rivals100 defensive tackle Tommy Schutt from Penn State, 
Rivals100 defensive end Se’von Pittman from Michigan State and 
Rivals250 offensive tackle Taylor Decker from Notre Dame. 

Headliners: Five-stars Noah Spence and Adolphus Washing- 
ton are a potent pair of bookend defensive ends. 

Sleeper: Safety Najee Murray is rated four stars, but few knew of 
him when Ohio State offered last summer after seeing him at their camp. 

Bottom Line: \n the two-plus months between Meyer's hire and 
National Signing Day, the Buckeyes added nine Rivals250 prospects. 
This class was headed for disaster prior to Meyer coming on board, but 
rallied to sign the fourth best class in the country. 


Overview: Head coach Brady Hoke and his 
staff did most of their damage in the spring and summer, landing 20 
commitments before the end of July. The Wolverine's capped off their 
class on Signing Day by adding four-star running back Dennis Norfleet, 
their ninth Rivals250 prospect in 2012. Their 20th and final commitment 
of the summer may have been their most notable, as they were able to 
sway five-star Cleveland offensive lineman Kyle Kalis away from rival 
Ohio State, where he had previously committed early in his junior year. 
Michigan bolstered its offensive line, defensive line and linebacker 
positions, signing four offensive linemen, four linebackers and six 
defensive linemen in the 2012 class, 

Headliner: Expect defensive tackle Ondre Pipkins (6-3, 325) to 
step onto the field immediately as a freshman and possibly fill the spot 
vacated by graduating second team All-Big Ten nose tackle Mike Martin. 

Sleeper: Kentucky three-star Jeremy Clark (6-4, 205) grew three 
inches between his junior and senior seasons and could project to either 
strong safety or outside linebacker at the college level. 

Bottom Line: Under Hoke, Michigan has developed a game 
plan of securing the bulk of its class before prospects start their senior 
season. That allows them to get a jump on recruiting but also makes 
them susceptible to de-commitments. The Wolverines experienced a 
few de-commitments in the 2012 class, most notably Rivals250 tight end 
Pharaoh Brown, who signed with Oregon. 


Nebraska 


Overview: Although National Signing Day did 
not produce the flood of additions Nebraska fans had hoped for, they still 
landed three top talents on the first day of the signing period with 
four-star athlete Alonzo Moore and three-star defensive tackles Vincent 
Valentine and Aaron Curry. Nebraska addressed needs across the 
board, but was most effective at the linebacker position, where the 
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Cornhuskers signed four prospects, headlined by four-star junior college 
transfer Zaire Anderson (6-1, 220). Nebraska fans are especially excited 
about four-star wide receiver Jordan Westerkamp (6-1, 195) who broke 
the state of liinois' career receiving record after tallying 4,446 yards and 
68 touchdowns over his final three prep seasons. 

Headliner: The No. 8-ranked junior college prospect in the coun- 
try, comerback Mohammed Seisay, enrolled in January and was able to 
participate in spring ball with the Comhuskers. 

Sleeper: Bo Pelini's staff picked up explosive Toledo athlete 
LeRoy Alexander late in the process. The 6-2, 190-pound prospect could 
play either side of the ball and also is a return specialist. 

Bottom Line: This was always going to be a small class for the 
Cornhuskers because of limited scholarship availability, but they did finish 
with 17 total signees who have an average star rating of 3.35. Nearly half 
of the Corhusker's class waited to commit until the final month before 
National Signing Day. 


Overview: Purdue closed out National Signing 
Day week with the additions of three-star Kentucky offensive lineman 
Joey Warburg and three-star Chicago quarterback Robert Gregory to 
bring its class to a total of 26 players. What is most impressive about the 
Boilermakers’ haul is that their 26 signees hail from 16 different states. 
Another anomaly in this class is that Purdue signed four quarterback 
prospects — Austin Appleby, Aloyis Gray, Gregory and Bilal Marshall. 
Appleby is the only pro-style quarterback of the bunch, so expect one or 


TOP 20 INCOMING 
BIG TEN RECRUITS 

Rk. Player HUW, Pos. Hometown/School 
4. Noah Spence 6-445 DE Harisburg (Pa) Bishop MeDevit 
2. OndrePipkins 6-8/325 OT _Kansas City (Mo) Park Hill 
3. Kyekals 65/802 OT Lakewood (Oi) St. Edward 
4, Adolphus Washington 6-4/245 DE Cincinnati Ohio) Taft 
5. Tommy Schutt 6-201 DT Gln lyn (i) Glenbard West 
6. Vince Biegel 6-9/210 LB Wisconsin Rapids (Wis) Lincoln 
7, BicMagnuson 66/275. OT Carsbad (Cl La Costa Canyon 
& Se'vonPitman 63/259 DE Canton (Oia) McKinley 
9. Heatienigbo 64/200 DE Centers (hic High 
10. Joey O'Connor 6-485 OT Windsor (Cola) High 
11. Aaron Burbidge 61/175 WR Farmingon Hs (ich) Karson 
12 Mohammed Seisay 62/200 CB Thatcher (iz) Easter Arizona J.C, 
13. Joe Boden 62225 1B Cncnnal (hic) Clean 
14, Bifonte Dunn 6-1/214 RB Canton (Ohio) Glenoak 
18, Eugene Lewis 6-281 WR Plymouth Pa) Wyoming Valey 
16. Josh Perry 6-4/231 LB Galena (Ohio) Olentangy 
17, Past Thurston 6-274 OT _ Arvada (Coo) West 


| 18. Dan ot 657289 0G Barington i) High 
18. Davi Perkins 6-225 ATH South Bend (nd) Washington 


20, CamrenWitiams 62215 LB West Roxbury Mass) Cathoic Memorial Ohio State 


College 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
hi tate 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
Nonthwestem 
Ohio State 
Michigan tate 
Nebraska 
Nichigan 
Ohio State 
Penn Stale 
Ohio State 
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more of the others to switch positions at some point during their college 
careers. They also addressed special teams by signing kicker Paul 
Griggs of North Carolina and punter Thomas Meadows of Virginia. 

Headliner: The Boilermakers dipped into one of the top talent- 
producing prep programs on the East Coast for Olney (Md.) Good 
Counsel four-star defensive lineman Ryan Watson. 

Sleeper: Danny Anthrop (6-0, 175) is a small school star who 
could make an early impact on special teams. 

Bottom Line: Head coach Danny Hope and his staff signed 
prospects from New York to California and many places in between. Lo- 
cated in a state that features three BCS programs and a relatively small 
pool of talent, Purdue has had to get creative in recent years to succeed 
on the recruiting trail. Hitting 16 different states to sign its 2012 class is 
certainly creative, 


Overview: The Spartans moved just ahead of 
lowa for fifth place in the Big Ten class rankings when three-star wide 
receiver Monty Madaris finally did fax in his letter of intent to the 
Michigan State coaching staff the morning after National Signing Day. 
Madaris is part of an impressive wide receiver haul for Michigan State, 
which is also bolstered by the addition of Tennessee transfer DeAnthony 
Arnett. The Spartans had limited scholarships available in the 2012 
class, but they took care of needs at receiver, tight end, offensive line 
and defensive back. They were one of the few schools to outduel Ohio 
State down the stretch for a recruit Urban Meyer wanted when they were 
able to land four-star Jeannette, Pa., safety Demetrious Cox. 

Headliner: Wide receiver Aaron Burbridge should be able to 
step on the field as a freshman. He hails from Farmington (Mich.) Hills 
Harrison High, which has been a consistent feeder to the Spartans 
program. 

Sleeper: Mark Dantonio's staff passed on some more widely 
known defensive tackles to sign Portland's David Fennell (6-3, 274). 

Bottom Line: Michigan State has always relied heavily on 
securing talent from the states of Michigan and Ohio. With Brady Hoke 
leading a resurgent Michigan recruiting effort and Meyer grabbing almost 
any recruit he wanted in the final two months before National Signing 
Day, that certainly affected the Spartans in the 2012 class, but they 
showed great resilience in signing the conference's No. 5 class. 


Overview: Head coach Kirk Ferentz was able 
to announce a class of 24 signees on National Signing Day, including 
a quartet of four-star prospects. One of those four-stars is Pennsylvania 
running back Greg Garmon, who could be called upon early in his career 
after the Hawkeyes lost starter Marcus Coker to transfer following the 
2011 season. They also stayed in-state and were able to lure running 
back Barkley Hill (6-0, 190) away from rival lowa State to bolster a 
position at which the Hawkeyes have had trouble finding consistency in 
recent years. 

Headliner: Chicago-area four-star Jaleel Johnson is one of two 
four-star defensive tackles lowa signed in 2012. The 6-4, 300-pound 
Johnson could line up at defensive tackle or end in college. 

Sleeper: Linebacker Nate Meier (6-2, 235) played 8-man football 
in high school, but he has the physical tools for the Big Ten. 

Bottom Line: The Hawkeyes lost a lot of close battles for top 
prospects in 2012, but they were able to win enough to bring in a class 
of 24 that will provide depth and some star power. Offensive tackle Ryan 
Ward (6-6, 270) played in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl, and along 
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with their two four-star defensive tackles in the 2012 class, the Hawkeyes 
will be stronger in the trenches as a result of this class. Eight of their 24 
players signed in this class will come in along the offensive or defensive 
lines. 


Penn State 


Overview: Penn State had 16 commitments in 
the 2012 class when the Jerry Sandusky scandal broke in early 
November. Six of those players opted to de-commit and sign with other 
schools, but the 10 that remained formed the base of the 19-man class 
head coach Bill O'Brien eventually signed. With only a few weeks left until 
National Signing Day when O’Brien was hired, he often had to dip deeper 
to address needs, but the addition of four-star defensive tackle Jamil 
Pollard (6-5, 280) from New Jersey a month before Signing Day was 
a feather in O'Brien's cap to start his tenure with the Nittany Lions. 

Headliner: Four-star wide receiver Eugene Lewis stuck with the 
Nittany Lions throughout their troubled stretch. 

Sleeper: Da’Quan Davis is a lockdown cover corner with good 
‘speed and loose hips. 

Bottom Line: Penn State’s recruiting troubles started with the 
‘scandal in State College that resulted in the dismissal of iconic head 
coach Joe Paterno, then escalated when the University took almost two 
months to name his permanent successor — a coach who was still tied 
toa NFL playoff team. Bill O’Brien had just three and a half weeks to pull 
the 2012 class together, but was also juggling responsibilities with the 
New England Patriots. The result is a once-promising class that now just 
barely resides in the top 50 classes in the nation. 


Northwestern 


Overviews: The Wildcats did a solid job in the 
Midwest and went into the state of Texas for several of their additions, 
including their final commit in the 2012 class — North Forney three-star 
athlete Stephen Buckley. The state of Ohio is where Northwestern did 
their most damage, however, signing a pair of four-star prospects in 
Centerville defensive end Ifeadi Odenigbo and Cleveland defensive 
tackle Greg Kuhar. With 21 total signatures on Signing Day, the Wildcats 
added both depth and talent to future rosters. They started their 2012 
class with the commitment of Joliet (Ill.) Catholic running back Malin 
Jones (6-2, 190) during the fall of his junior year. Jones has the potential 
to see the field early and often in his career in Evanston. 

Headliner: Odenigbo was attracted to Northwestern because 
of its academics. Pat Fitzgerald was attracted to the 6-4, 220-pound 
Odenigbo because he is a freak athlete. 

Sleeper: Lancaster, Pa., offensive lineman Adam DePietro (6-5, 
270) could play guard or tackle in college and has outstanding technique 
for a young offensive lineman. 

Bottom Line: Head coach Pat Fitzgerald is notoriously conde- 
scending about the star rating system in recruiting, and he reiterated that 
point in his National Signing Day press conference in February. Ironically, 
Northwestern finished 2012 with one of its highest rated classes during 
his tenure, bolstered by the signing of the two four-star defensive linemen 
from the state of Ohio. 


Overview: Four-star linebacker Vince Biegel 
and four-star offensive guard Dan Voltz are two of the best at their 
positions in the entire country, but overall the Badgers finished poorly 
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after a strong start to the class back in the spring. They lost two four-star 
offensive tackles in the final weeks to Rutgers and Ohio State, though 
the addition of three-star Indiana offensive tackle Jake Meador on 
National Signing Day does alleviate some of the sting from those 
departures from the class. When the dust settled, Wisconsin had only 
signed 12 prospects, and they missed out on meeting several needs in 
the class. Besides Voltz and Biegel, California quarterback Bart Houston 
and Kenosha, Wis., running back Vonte Jackson add some star power 
to the small class. 

Headliner: |n-state linebacker Vince Biegel (6-3, 210) should be 
leading the Badger’s defense for a number of years. 

Sleeper: Running back Leo Musso rushed for 5,348 yards and 
87 touchdowns in his high school career. The 5-10, 190-pound prospect 
could contribute early in his career as a return specialist. 

Bottom Line: \n a year when Wisconsin won the inaugural 
Big Ten Championship Game, the Badger's low recruiting finish in the 
conference for 2012 is disappointing. This was never going to be a big 
class because they had limited scholarships available, but the loss of 
six assistant coaches following the 2011 season killed the recruiting 
momentum they had built early in the process. 


BAA 


Overviews: The Gophers cleaned up in their 
own backyard, where they landed seven of the top nine prospects in the 
state of Minnesota. Heralded Mankato West quarterback Phillip Nelson 
was the big prize in-state, but they complement him with the 

No. 3-ranked in-state prospect, wide receiver Andre McDonald, who. 
recommitted to the Gophers days before Signing Day after spending 

a few months on Vanderbilt's commitment list. They outdueled the likes 
of Auburn, Michigan and Ohio State to keep 6-9, 295-pound offensive 
tackle Jonah Pirsig in-state, and went into the state of Texas to sign five 
prospects to complement their in-state haul, 

Headliner: Nelson is a cool customer under center and could 
see playing time early in his career. The 6-2, 225-pound signal caller 
threw for 2,439 yards and 43 touchdowns during his senior season, and 
rushed for an additional 669 yards. 

Sleeper: Having just turned 17 years old shortly before he signed 
his letter of intent, athlete Duke Anyanwu should still be a junior in high 
school. Instead, he will be partaking in a college camp this summer. 

Bottom Line: Jerry Kill's staff met a lot of their outstanding 
needs in 2012 by signing a large class of 27 players. The class does 
not have any four-star or five-star talents in the group, but 19 of the 27 
signed are rated three stars, so what the Gophers lack in flash, they 
make up for in substance. 


| tints 


Overview: Tim Beckman tapped into his contacts 
throughout the Midwest to help him finish out Illinois’ class after leaving 
Toledo in December to take over the Illini’s head coaching position. 
Twelve of the 19 players signed by Illinois committed to the program 
after Beckman took over as head coach, and eight of those hailed from 
the states of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana and Michigan. Several of those late 
additions came from talent-rich programs in the state of Ohio, including 
Cleveland Glenville defensive back V’Angelo Bentley and Cleveland St. 
Ignatius linebacker Mike Svetina. 

Headliner: Florida running back Dami Ayoola turned down 
offers from more than a dozen schools to sign with Illinois. 

Sleeper: While Ayoola will get most of the fanfare coming in, 
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do not be surprised if Detroit's Devin Church turns out to be the best 
running back in this class. 

Bottom Line: Surprisingly, Beckman left the group of prospects 
that had committed to his staff at Toledo before his departure alone, 
even though there were several on that list who could have helped out 
the Illini. Whether that was due to an agreement he had with the Toledo 
administration or just a move of his own undertaking, it shows Beck- 
man has his eyes on long-term in Champaign. Poaching prospects from 
Toledo's commitment list could have helped his program in the short run, 
but his approach should serve to enhance his reputation among Midwest 
high school coaches. 


Overview: Although 2012 will be most 
remembered as the year in which Indiana had a commitment from 
five-star quarterback Gunner Kiel before the in-state signal caller opted to 
take his talents elsewhere, Kevin Wilson's first full class in Bloomington is 
still a large group of 25 signees that can address a lot of needs on the 
roster. The Hoosiers did a great job adding depth at the defensive line 
positions, but also signed two quarterbacks in California three-star 
Nathan Sudfeld and junior college transfer Cameron Coffman to ease 
the pain of losing the nation’s top ranked pro-style passer. 

Headliner: Oak Forest, Ill, running back Tevin Coleman was 
a big pickup late in the recruiting process for the Hoosiers and is the 
highest ranked prospect in their 2012 class. 

Sleeper: Tight end Jason Spriggs (6-7, 265) has the frame to 
grow into a left tackle in college. 

Bottom Line: After spending the previous nine seasons at 
Oklahoma, Wilson knows how to recruit the elite prospects in the 
country, Just getting an early commitment from the nation’s top-ranked 
pro-style quarterback shows Wilson has the ability to do that in Bloom- 
ington, even if Kiel did not ultimately sign with the Hoosiers. Indiana will 
need to show recruits they can win ball games before bringing in top 
talent, but Wilson's initial full class at Indiana showed the potential his 
staff has as recruiters, 


Overview: The class Notre Dame signed on 

Feb. 1 was far different from the one it looked as if they would sign a few 
weeks before. The Irish were in on a number of big recruitments late, but 
failed to connect on any in the final weeks of the process. Then, the big 
disappointment happened on National Signing Day when Rivals 100 wide 
receiver Deontay Greenberry of California shockingly sent his letter of 
intent to Houston after being committed to the Irish for the previous eight 
months. They finished with the nation's No. 20 ranked class. 

Headliner: The quarterback position is one you have to get right 
to have success, and the Notre Dame-Gunner Kiel match up looks like 
a great fit. It also helps that he enrolled mid-year and practiced with the 
Irish in the spring. 

Sleeper: College coaches have been raving about Texas athlete 
Nicky Baratti (6-2, 215) since his junior year. 

Bottom Line: Notre Dame's class has several big-time talents 
in it, but finishes with just 17 total signees. Notre Dame is one of the 
few schools that can effectively recruit nationally, but signing just five 
prospects from the Midwest is not a long-term recipe for success. You 
have to develop a go-to region from where you build your class, and with 
17 players hailing from 14 different states, the Irish were just too eclectic 
in 2012 to make a run at a Top 10 class. 
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PICKING THE BIG TEN 


While Buckeyes Build, Big Blue is Back on Top 


‘ou have to feel for Michigan. 
Entering a season in which most 
see the maize and blue as the Big 


Ten’s team to beat, that darn school due 
south somehow managed to steal most of 
the offseason headlines. 

The conference is abuzz over the hir- 
ing of Urban Meyer, whose mission is 
to clean up and rebuild Ohio State into 
a perennial powerhouse. 

No one questions whether Meyer can 
do it, or even that he will do it; it’s just a 
matter of how long it will take. Perhaps 
Meyer could steal a few pointers from his 
new archrival, Brady Hoke, who turned 
Michigan's mess into a BCS qualifier in 
just one season. 

Outsiders may have marveled at Hoke's 


Ten Picks 
LEGENDS 


Good news 


ui Michigan time to lead Michigan, 


2; Michigan State best Din the Big Ten, 


3. Nebraska 


4, lowa 
5. Northwestern 


6. Minnesota 


LEADERS 


1. Ohio State 


2. Wisconsin 


3, Penn State 


4, Purdue 


Silllinots outstanding players. 


6. Indiana non-conference opponents, 


Brady Hoke was the right man at the right 
MSU lost Jerel Worthy and still has the 
Rex Burkhead, Taylor Martinez are 


a formidable pair on the ground. 


James Vandenberg and the passing game 
will be much better than what's expected. 


The passing game has the potential to 
rank among the conference's best.. 


The Minnesota Legislature approved a plan 
to allow the sale of beer on game days. 


The Buckeyes replaced one legendary 
coach with another (Urban Meyer). 


As usual, the mammoth ground attack is 
reloaded and ready for more yards. 


There is plenty of talent on the roster; 
neither Michigan school is on the schedule, 


Al-World DT Kawann Short skipped a hand- 
some payday to retun to West Lafayette, 


The defensive front seven boasts several 


The Hoosiers could sweep their four 


work, but not Big Ten coaches. 

“Y’'ve been part of this conference for 20 
years,” Iowa’s Kirk Ferentz told Lindy’s, 
“and one constant is that you can never 
count Michigan or Ohio State out for long.” 

The Wolverines’ 1-2 punch of quar- 
terback Denard Robinson and running 
back Fitzgerald Toussaint leads a roster 
full of promise. 

The school’s season-opener against 
Alabama will serve as an indicator for 
whether Hoke’s squad is ready to take the 
next step, but the more important test will 
come weeks later when the Wolverines 
entertain in-state rival (and leading con- 
ference challenger) Michigan State. 

In Columbus, Meyer has few pieces to 
play with in year one. The offensive line 


Bad news 


The regular season begins with Alabama 
and ends at Ohio State. 


Filling holes on offense, specifically in the 
passing game, will not be easy. 


‘The Cornhusker defense lost elite talent 
at each tier. 


Alittle house cleaning has left the 
cupboards a bit bare. 


Only one starter returns to a secondary that 
ranked last in passing yards allowed, 


Gophers need something in the stands to 
distract fans from the action on the field, 


No matter how quickly Meyer cleans up 
Columbus, OSU is still ineligible for 2012. 


Transfer QB Danny O'Brien might not be 
Russell Wilson. 


Scandal stil looms over University Park; 
the program could take years to heal 


‘The QB crop hardly lives up to the school's 
“Cradle” reputation, 


New coach Tim Beckman watched four 
former Illini players get drafted in April. 


Last we checked, a team needs at least six 
wins to become bowl eligible, 


must be reshaped to fit his wide-open 
approach, and Braxton Miller must become 
more consistent under center. On defense, 
the secondary is deep but inexperienced. 

Again, no one doubts that the man who 
won two national titles while at Florida is 
up to the challenge. 

“What he’s done speaks for itself,” says 
Minnesota’s Jerry Kill. “(His arrival) only 
makes our conference tougher.” 

No matter how well the Buckeyes fare, 
it's kind of a lost season; the team is ineli- 
gible for postseason play, including the 
Big Ten title game in Indianapolis. That 
leaves the door open for Wisconsin to 
return to Lucas Oil Stadium. 

First, the Badgers must replace three 
offensive linemen and retool the second- 


Our call 


Oh, forget the bad news; we're in love with the 
Wolverines! 


‘The season will come down to the Oct. 20 trip to 
Ann Arbor — the way it should be. 


{twill be another good season for the Huskers; 
not great, but good. 


Kirk Ferentzis still one of the Big Ten’s best 
coaches, no matter how things look in 2012. 


With Pat Fitzgerald at the helm, NU Is always 
prepared to spoil someone's season.. 


Life could be worse (ok, not much). 


Expect big steps for the Buckeyes in Year One of 
the Meyer era, 


Aretum trip to Indianapolis is in the cards, but as 
a whole, UW will take a step back. 


‘The middle of the pack won't satisfy anxious 
Nittany Lions fans, but it will have to do. 


An encouraging start will be crushed by the 
Boilermakers’ deadly October schedule, 


Despite how things appear, Illinois is closer to the 
middle than the bottom. 


Kevin Wilson refused to make bold predictions this 
offseason, for good reason. 
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ary, but that’s hardly a worry. What fans Most Valuable Offensive Player Defensive Player Newcomer 
Player of the Year of the Year of the Year 


are concerned about is quarterback; 2011 
starter Russell Wilson transformed the 
grind-it-out offense into a multi-dimen- 
sional attack; 2012 transfer Danny O’Brien 
has yet to take a snap for the red and white. 

The team Wisconsin beat in last year’s 
title game is desperate to return. 

“Having been there, it was even more 
exciting than we could have imagined,” 
said Michigan State's Mark Dantonio. 

His club will rely on an outstanding 
defense, highlighted by a fierce pass rush 
and a trio of linebackers — Max Bullough, 
Denicos Allen and Chris Norman — that 


Denard Robinson Montee Ball Kawann Short Kyle Prater 
QB, Michigan RB, Wisconsin DT, Purdue WR, Northwestern 


rates among the best in the country. The Most Accurate Passer Nathan Scheelhaase 
Spartans must weather several tests before Strongest Arm /andenberg low: 
ee sous a pes a : BM Best Scrambler binson ‘Michigan 
an Nebraska and Penn State play | < Bertrankatie ten Denard Robinson __ Michigan 
spoiler? Only if both clubs’ offensive and | © |iiss—"aa99se9sr97EEEET Cy t= oT 
2 f = Toughest to Bring Down Le'Veon Bell Michigan State 
defensive lines come together in time. | & Ii————— = naa, a = 
Same goes for lowa and Northwestern — | gy (eoeeeeat == is Wisc 
Pee cooker teaatareentem mee Most DangerousDeep Threat __ Roy Roundtree __ Michigan 
aiencwar Fl Best Pass Blocker ChrisMcDonald___ Michigan State 
Of course, it’s foolish to count out any 2 Best Run Blocker Travis Frederic Wisconsin 
squad in this conference. Best Pass Rusher Denicos Allen _ Michigan State 
“Any team can rise to the top in this Best Cover Corner _JohnnyAdams _ Michigan State 
conference,” Dantonio said. Special Teams De es ‘Ameer Abdullah 


— Mike Beacom 


QB Denard Robinson Sr. Michigan QB Braxton Miller So. Ohio State Taylor Martinez dt Nebraska 
1B Montee Ball Sr. Wisconsin: RB Rex Burkhead Sr. Nebraska Le'Veon Bell Jr. Michigan State 
B Fitzgerald Toussaint Jr. Michigan B Silas Redd Jr. Penn State Stephen Houston Jr. Indiana 

WR Jared Abbrederis Jr. Wisconsin WR Roy Roundtree Sr. Michigan WR Antavian Edison Sr. Purdue 

WR Keenan Davis Sr. lowa WR Demetrius Fields Sr. Northwestern WR Justin Brown, Sr. Penn State 

TE Jacob Pedersen Jt. Wisconsin Jake Stoneburner Sr. Ohio State TE Ben Cotton Sr. Nebraska 

C Travis Frederick Jr Wisconsin James Ferentz r. lowa C Matt Stankiewitch Sr. Penn State 

Ricky Wagner Sr Wisconsin Jack Mewhort r. Ohio State OL Ricky Barnum Sr. Michigan 
ChrisMcDonald Sr. Michigan State Brian Mulroe . — Northwestern. OL Will Matte Sr. Indiana 
Taylor Lewan Jt. Michigan Graham Pocic r. Mtinois Brandon Scherff So. lowa 
‘Spencer Long Jt Nebraska Fou Fonoti . Michigan State Reid Fragel Sr. Ohio State 
Brett Maher Sr. Nebraska Drew Basil r. Ohio State Anthony Fera Jt. Penn State 
Ameer Abdullah So. Nebraska Jared Abbrederis r. Wisconsin Jordan Hall Sr. Ohio State 


OFFENSE - FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE - SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE - THIRD TEAM 


Kawann Short Sr. Purdue Jordan Hill r. Penn State Craig Roh Sr. Michigan 


William Gholston Jr. Michigan State 
John Simon Sr. Ohio State 
Johnathan Hankins Jr. Ohio State 
Gerald Hodges Sr. Penn State 
Chris Borland Jr Wisconsin 
Jonathan Brown Jr. Mlinois 
Johnny Adams Sr. Michigan State 
Micah Hyde Sr. lowa 


Michael Buchanan Sr. illinois Akeem Spence J Illinois 
Marcus Rush ). Michigan State Steven Bigach Sr. lowa 
Baker Steinkuhler Sr. Nebraska Beau Allen Jt Wisconsin 
Mike Taylor r. Wisconsin Max Bullough Jr. Michigan State: 
Ryan Shazier So. Ohio State 
Michael Mauti Sr. Penn State 
Daimion Stafford Sr. Nebraska 
Terry Hawthorne = Sr. Illinois 


James Morris s lowa 
Denicos Alten Michigan State 
Isaiah Lewis r. Michigan State 
Jordan Kovacs % Michigan 
C.J. Bamett Jr. Ohio State JT. Floyd rt Michigan Ibraheim Campbell So. Northwestern 
Ricardo Allen J. Purdue Travis Howard Ohio State Devin Smith Sr Wisconsin 
Brett Maher Sr. Nebraska Anthony Fera .  PennState Cody Webster Jr. Purdue 


DEFENSE - FIRST TEAM 
DEFENSE - SECOND TEAM 
DEFENSE - THIRD TEAM 
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THE BIG ONES 


Aug. 31 
Boise State at Michigan State Two national powerhouses, each breaking in a new QB. 
Sept.1 
Michigan vs, Alabama (Arlington, TX)| Just a little season-opener that will influence the national title chase. 
Sept.8 
lowa State at lowa It took three overtimes to decide this intra-state affair last season. 
Nebraska at UCLA Bruins last faced a Big Ten foe in the regular season in 2004 (Illinois). 
Sept. 15. 
Boston College at Northwestern | QB Kain Colter did it all in beating BC last season. 
Notre Dame at Michigan State | The home team has won the last four games in this series. 
Cal at Ohio State Challenging game for the guys coached by Urban Meyer. 
Sept. 22 7 
Michigan at Notre Dame A college football classic (and maybe meaningful, too). =~ 
Sept.29 
Ohio State at Michigan State Last year, the Spartans nearly kept OSU scoreless. re £ 
Wisconsin at Nebraska Huskers embarrassed themselves in Madison last year. Revenge? fe) 
Oct.6 re 
Northwestern at Penn State The Wildcats have dropped five straight to the Nittany Lions, ai 
Nebraska at Ohio State OSU hopes to atone for 27-6 lead it coughed up in Lincoln last year. (3) 
Oct. 13 5 
lowa at Michigan State The Hawkeyes’ chance to climb into the Legends race, s 
Oct. 20 at 
Michigan State at Michigan Wolverines trying to reclaim the state in this huge game. ay P3 
Minnesota at Wisconsin Badgers have toted Paul Bunyan's Axe in 15 of past 17 meetings. = a 
Oct. 27 = 3 
Michigan State at Wisconsin Picking up the series after two great games last season. 2 
Michigan at Nebraska After playing Michigan State, Michigan can't afford letdown. i 
Ohio State at Penn State A game pitting two programs desperate to return to prominence. 
Nov. 3 
Nebraska at Michigan State Last year, Huskers ruined Spartans’ bid for a perfect league mark, BOWL CONNECTIONS 
Nov. 10 
Big Ten Champion 
Penn State at Nebraska Nat Osbome and Paterno... but Peliniand O'Brien wil do, BCS (National ttle garme 
Northwestern at Michigan A28-point second half helped Michigan to victory last year. if ranked #1 or #2, otherwise Rose) 
Nov. 17 Big Ten #2 Capital One Bowl vs. SEC 
Ohio State at Wisconsin Urban Meyer, Bret Bielema brushing aside talk about hard feelings. Big Ten #3 Outback Bowl vs. SEC 
Nov. 23 Big Ten #4 Insight Bowl vs. Big 12 
Nebraska at lowa Two lunch-bucket teams going to battle the day after Thanksgiving. Big Ten #5 — TaxSlayer.com Gator Bowl vs. SEC 
Nov. 24 BigTen #6 Meineke Car Care Bowl 
Michigan at Ohio State OSU playing spoiler for Michigan's big postseason plans? cheese ee Bae 
Dec.1 Big Ten #7 _TicketCity Bowl vs. Conference USA 


Big Ten Championship Game If our predictions hold, Michigan vying for first Rose Bowl since ‘06 season. EES NET POLES 


1.Johnathan Hankins DL Jr. __ Ohio State Has the bulk (g20-plus) to clog up the middle. 


2, Montee Ball RB . Wisconsin Possesses the right qualities (vision, patience, toughness). 


3. William Gholston DE/OLB a Michigan State Athletic rusher whose only hang-up will be “character issues.” 


4. Kawann Short DT % Purdue Has the size to line up inside and the quickness to create pressure. 


5. Johnny Adams CB Sr, Michigan State _ Could snap MSU’s decade-long first-round drought. 


6. Ricky Wagner oT . Wisconsin Just another in UW’s long list of first round OL prospects. 


7. John Simon DE Sr. Ohio State Doesn't have eye-popping measurables, but strong, productive. 


8. Taylor Lewan oT . Michigan Should receive more attention this year with Michigan on the rise. 


9. Travis Frederick  C/OG Wisconsin NFL teams will appreciate his versatility. 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


10. Jordan Hill DL . Penn State Lacks ideal size, but plays with leverage and makes plays. 
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AROUND THE BIG TEN 


New Coaches Embrace Traditions 


ne of the tasks a first-year Big 

Ten coach must get a handle 

on is how to take care of his 
program’s traditions during a transi- 
tional phase. 

When Tim Beckman accepted Illinois’ 
head coaching job last December, he start- 
ed reaching out to three or four former 
players a day to introduce himself and 
remind the alums of their importance to 
the program.” 

Former players served as the head 
coaches and coordinators for spring ball, 
and Beckman established the first-ever 
Illini golf outing in the spring. Despite 
poor weather, more than go players 
attended the event, which was followed 
by a barbeque. 

And this fall, linois will unveil a 
new room in the northwest corner of 
the end zone where former players can 
gather and become more connected 
with the program. 


“We're reaching out because this 
program is about them,” Beckman told 
Lindy’s. “It’s about the strength of the tra- 
dition we have here.” 

Last year, Minnesota’s Jerry Kill was 
sensitive to the same needs of his pro- 
gram. Kill spent time in each practice dur- 
ing the team’s two-a-day camp educating 
players about the important traditions 
and rivalry games tied to Gopher football. 

“It's history. We talk it about it all the 
time,” Kill said. “That’s the great privilege 
of playing in the Big Ten — you get these 
opportunities not every school gets.” 


Pros aren’t alwaysclearas preps 

Since 2000, no Big Ten team has placed 
as many players at the next level as Ohio 
State. In fact, no team is close. During that 
time, a total of 70 Buckeyes have been 
picked among the draft’s seven rounds. 

The next closest conference school is 
Towa (48), followed by Wisconsin and 


Nebraska (45 each). 

Fans may link Ohio State’s success in 
April to the team’s ability to land top, five- 
star recruits each year in February, but 
often there is no correlation. 

“Tt’s always interesting to see how many 
of (the top picks) were three-star recruits,” 
said Indiana’s Kevin Wilson. 

He points to the fact that a pair of 
former three-star players he coached at 
the University of Oklahoma were among 
the first four picks of the 2010 NFL Draft 
(quarterback Sam Bradford and tackle 
Trent Williams). 

“I think they made $138 million in con- 
tracts that year,” Wilson said. 


Ranking the Schedules 

Which team got the worst deal from 
the schedule-makers? Here’s a look at the 
schedules for the Big Ten schools, start- 
ing with the team that has it the hardest 
this season. 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


Team Record = Pel. All Comment 


Ohio State 750 40-12 Five Big Ten losses in ‘Il matched six-year total. 


Michigan State 750 37-16 Past two years: 14-2 in Big Ten, 22-5 overall. 


Penn State 9 38-14 New Lions hope some things haven't changed. 


Wisconsin 656 39-14 Have 32 wins in the past three years. 


lowa 594 35-17 Hawkeyes have leveled off a bit. 


Northwestern 500 30-22 Bowl after bowl after bowl after bowl. 


Michigan 375 26-24 Win totals in last four years: 3, 5, 7, 11. 


Purdue 375 20-29 First winning record in four years is encouraging. 


Minis 344 22-28 Thank goodness for soft non-league slates. 


Minnesota 32 19-31 Successive 3-9 seasons are not encouraging. 


Indiana 3-29 094 13-35, Hoosiers have hit rock bottom again. 


*Nebraska 53 625 38-16 Solid start in the Big Ten. 


*Only one season in Big Ten after moving from Big 12. 
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1, Michigan — The Wolverines are the 
consensus pick to win the conference 
in 2012. That they don’t have to face 
Wisconsin or Penn State helps, but con- 
sider that they open with Alabama, also 
face tricky Air Force and Notre Dame, and 
close at the Horseshoe. 

2. Michigan State — Boise State and 
Notre Dame highlight a challenging non- 
conference slate; back-to-back October 
road trips to Ann Arbor and Madison 
could prove deadly. 

3. Ohio State — Nothing too scary to 
start the year, but the Buckeyes have the 
most demanding Legends schedule of all 
the Leaders teams, starting with a trip 
to East Lansing; they miss Minnesota, 
Northwestern and Iowa. 

4, Nebraska — Here is how the sched- 
ule-shapers welcomed the newcomers: For 
2011 and 2012, the Cornhuskers don’t have 
(or get) to play Indiana, Illinois and Purdue. 

5. Illinois — The Illini fanbase must 
weather arguably the conference’s tough 
est road schedule (Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Ohio State and Northwestern). 

6. Northwestern —- September offers 
Syracuse and Boston College; November 
puts the Wildcats on the road against 
Michigan and Michigan State. And 
October is no picnic. 

7. Purdue — The Boilermakers travel 
to South Bend before beginning Big 
Ten play with Michigan, Wisconsin and 
Ohio State. 

8. lowa — Iowa fans know they can- 
not afford to overlook Iowa State and 
Northern Illinois, nor can they afford to be 
optimistic about trips to Ann Arbor and 
East Lansing. 

9, Minnesota — No matter how hot 
the Gophers are to start the year, fans 
must know the end will not be pretty; 
November brings Michigan, Nebraska, 
and Michigan State. 

10. Indiana — Home field advantage 
may not mean much, with Michigan State, 
Ohio State, Iowa and Wisconsin all plan- 
ning to make stops in Bloomington this 
year. But they don’t have to play Michigan 
or Nebraska. 

11. Wisconsin — No standout non-confer- 
ence games, no Michigan, and the Badgers’ 


most challenging games (Michigan State, 
Ohio State) are at home. 

12, Penn State — Somehow the Nittany 
Lions avoid both Michigan schools and 
manage to stay home for the Buckeyes 
and Badgers. 


Filling some big shoes 

Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network, 
who sees every conference team in spring 
ball, pegs former Michigan defensive 
tackle Mike Martin as one of the toughest 
players to replace among Big Ten squads. 

“I don’t often say that one guy makes 
that big of a difference, but I think in this 
case, Mike Martin makes that big of a dif- 
ference,” DiNardo told Lindy’s. 

“He constantly penetrated the line of 
scrimmage. He constantly forced zone 
schemes and double teams. Michigan 
didn’t have that kind of guy up front in the 
spring. The back seven, on the other hand, 
is very talented and very good.” 

Martin went in the third round to the 
Tennessee Titans. 


Gopher fans can gofer a beer 

In April, Minnesota State Legislators 
approved a bill that allowed for the 
sale of alcohol at games played at TCF 
Bank Stadium. 

No other Big Ten school allows the 
general sale of aleohol at sporting events 
(although several allow it in private suites), 
but that didn’t deter Minnesota’s House 
from passing the measure by an over- 
whelming margin, 115 to 13. Lawmakers 
estimate it could generate $1.5 million to 
$2 million in extra revenue per year for 
the school. 

Originally, the plan was to make alco- 
hol available in TCF suites; now everyone 
will be able to purchase it in the sta- 
dium’s beer garden. The bill requires the 
stadium to sell products from at least one 
state brewery. 

Supporters of the plan suggest that 
selling beer in the stadium could reduce 
tailgate binge drinking. 


NFL Draft 2012 
Somehow, no player in the Big Ten 
Conference last year was deemed to be 


worthy of being among the first 22 play- 


" ers selected in the NFL Draft. That’s the 


longest the entire league has had to sit 
around and wait. 

But once the NFL started picking Big 
Ten players, it did so frequently. The 
conference had 41 players called in the 
seven rounds. That was second only to 
the SEC’s 42. 

Only four Big Ten players were picked 
in the first round, and two of them were 
from Illinois. Ron Zook, who was fired 
after the season, had developed a reputa- 
tion as a great recruiter who didn’t get 
enough out of his players. He had five 
first-round draft picks in his five years 
at Illinois. 

+ Dig this: Four of the first six Big Ten 
players selected were from Illinois, which 
means NFL talent scouts thought that the 
Illini had four players better than anybody 
who was available from Michigan, Ohio 
State, Nebraska or Michigan State. 

+ Impressively, seven teams had at least 
four players drafted, with Michigan State, 
Towa and Wisconsin leading the way with 
six apiece, 

+ Ten teams had at least two. players 
chosen, while Indiana and Minnesota were 
shut out. 

+ Ohio State, which had 13 first-round 
picks in the six drafts from 2004-2009, has 
now had just one in three years. 

+ Firstround Big Ten. selections: 


zend Riley Reiff, OT, Iowa, 
Detroit Lions 


26th Whitney Mercilus, DE, Illinois, 
Houston Texans 

27th Kevin Zeitler, OG, Wisconsin, 
Cincinnati Bengals 

30th AJ. Jenkins, WR, Illinois, 


San Francisco 49ers 


Four-Year Standings 

From 2007 to 2010, Ohio State went 28-4 
in the league, seven games better than 
second-place Penn State in that span. But 
the Buckeyes came back to the pack in 
this new four-year snapshot, posting a 3-5 
league mark last season, while Michigan 
State replaced its 3-5 record in 2007 with 
a7-1 league record in 2011 to pull into an 
overall tie. 
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OFFENSIVE LINE 


There’s not a more explosive player in the Big Ten than Michigan's Denard Robinson. Last year, 
Robinson posted a pair of 300-yard passing days and racked up five 100-yard rushing efforts. 

As one coach put it, Robinson's presence puts pressure on all 11 defenders on every play. 
Devin Gardner also saw action under center last year for Michigan and could share the field at 
times this season. 

Ohio State’s quarterback crop begins with super-sophomore Braxton Miller, who eamed the respect 
of Big Ten coaches last year by throwing for 13 touchdowns and leading the team in rushing. 

Says Indiana’s Kevin Wilson, “For a freshman quarterback, I thought he handled himself well 
last year. I'm sure coach (Urban) Meyer and his staff will do a great job with him.” 

Nebraska’s Taylor Martinez is another fleet-footed Big Ten quarterback for teams to worry 
about. He’s averaged 5.2 yards per carry with 21 rushing touchdowns in his two seasons in the 
lineup. Last year, Martinez improved his touchdown-to-interception ratio and is expected to make 
more strides in the passing game in Year Three. 

After that, there is a lot of projection and hope for improvement among the league's quarterbacks, 


Wisconsin fans are happy to see Montee Ball back in the saddle following his record-tying 2011 
campaign (39 touchdowns). Ball can operate between the tackles and has the vision and patience 
to bounce runs outside. Elusive James White would be a No. 1 back for 90 percent of the country's 
programs; third-stringer Melvin Gordon carried 30 times for 159 yards in the spring game. 

Many believe Michigan's Fitzgerald Toussaint is primed for a breakout season, and the 
Wolverines are loaded behind him. 

The Combuskers possess a workhorse in Rex Burkhead, who does just about everything 
“Catches the ball well, downhill runner, has speed to catch the edge and the power to break tack- 
les,” Michigan State coach Mark Dantonio told Lindy’s. “To stop Nebraska there are a couple guys 
you need to stop; he’s the main one.” Nebraska will employ sophomore Ameer Abdullah in 
a change-of-pace role. 

The Spartans will miss Edwin Baker —a little. Le’Veon Bell is ready to take over full-time duties 
after averaging over 5.0 yards per carry in each of his first two seasons. In terms of depth, Larry 
Caper has seen action in each of his three years at East Lansing. 


This isn’t a position of strength for the Big Ten this season, with Iowa's 6-3 Keenan Davis being 
perhaps the league's best receiver. Davis was limited by an ankle injury last season, but still hauled 
in 50 passes, including 10 against Pittsburgh 

Towa’s Kevonte Martin-Manley will be asked to help replace Marvin McNutt’s production in the 
lineup; tight end C.J. Fiedorowicz (16 catches in 2011) should flourish this season and upgrades the 
Hawkeyes’ pass-catching unit 

The Badgers are banking on possession receiver Jared Abbrederis and tight end Jacob Pedersen 
to make their passing game go. Abbrederis is the Big Ten’s top returning receiver from 2011 with 
55 catches for 933 yards. Pedersen led all conference tight ends with eight touchdowns. 

Look for Ohio State's Jake Stoneburmer to challenge Pedersen as the Big Ten’s best pass-catching tight 
end, He had an outstanding spring and could thrive in Urban Meyer's spread offense. Devin Smith averaged 
21.0 yards per reception last year — albeit in limited action — and is one of several young receivers ready to 
take off. True freshman Michael Thomas led all receivers in the spring game with 12 catches for 131 yards. 

Michigan is hoping senior Roy Roundtree can return to being the player who caught 72 passes, 
including seven touchdowns, as a sophomore. 


It’s business as usual for Wisconsin. Even though UW lost Kevin Zeitler and Peter Konz (both 
top 55 picks in the 2012 NFL Draft) the front line is once again loaded. Ricky Wagner is among the 
best tackles in the country, while 328-pound Travis Frederick can play guard or center 

“Big, strong and physical,” Minnesota coach Jerry Kill said of the Badgers’ line. “It’s been their 
makeup since coach (Barry) Alvarez was there and it hasn't changed.” 

Michigan State is banking on its front line to keep new starting quarterback Andrew Maxwell 
upright. With tackles Dan France and Fou Fonoti, center Travis Jackson and all-conference guard 
Chris McDonald, the Spartans have one of the most experienced units in the Big Ten. 

Ohio State lost two big bodies — Mike Brewster and Mike Adams — and remolded the line to fit 
the new scheme. By the end of spring, Urban Meyer was encouraged by the results. Jack Mewhort 
is the veteran, while Reid Fragel —a former tight end —is the project, having made the move to 
the right tackle spot. 

The Wolverines return some key pieces, including projected bookends Taylor Lewan and 
Michael Schofield. 
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Spartans, Buckeyes Pace Strong Big Ten Defenses 


. MICHIGAN STATE 
. OHIO STATE 

. ILLINOIS 

. PENN STATE 

). PURDUE 

. WISCONSIN 

. MICHIGAN 

. NEBRASKA 

). IOWA 

. NORTHWESTERN 
|. MINNESOTA 

. INDIANA 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


|. WISCONSIN, 

|. PENN STATE 

. MICHIGAN STATE 
. OHIO STATE 

. MICHIGAN, 

. NEBRASKA 

. ILLINOIS 

. LOWA 

). NORTHWESTERN 
. PURDUE 

|. MINNESOTA 

. INDIANA 


LINEBACKERS 


|. MICHIGAN STATE 
. OHIO STATE 

|. MICHIGAN 

» IOWA 

. WISCONSIN: 

. PENN STATE 

. NEBRASKA 

}. PURDUE 

. NORTHWESTERN 
). ILLINOIS 

|. MINNESOTA 

. INDIANA 


SECONDARY 


|. NEBRASKA 

. PENN STATE 

. MICHIGAN STATE 
- OHIO STATE 

. WISCONSIN 

. NORTHWESTERN 
. MICHIGAN 

. PURDUE 

. INDIANA 

|. IOWA 

. ILLINOIS 

. MINNESOTA 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


2012 wwwa.lindyssports.com 


Hard to imagine, but Michigan State lost the conference's best lineman (Jerel Worthy) and still 
has the best group. How? With the help of William Gholston, for starters, Gholston is an athletic 
end who might make the switch to outside linebacker at the next level, Anthony Rashad White, 
Tyler Hoover and James Kittredge bring bulk to the interior, while opposite end Marcus Rush will 
help Gholston bring pressure to opposing backfields. 

“They don’t have just one guy that makes the unit,” said Indiana's Kevin Wilson, “They under- 
stand their package; they're physical; they run well; they have some size .. collectively, they play 
good team defense.” 

All four Ohio State starters return to a unit that was stout against the run last year. John Simon 
is a defensive MVP candidate. Said Urban Meyer of his end: “He’s a next-level type player: leader, 
character, toughness, commitment, He's elite, elite.” Many also project defensive tackle Johnathan 
Hankins as a “next-level type player.” 

The Illini continue to churn out NFL talent (Whitney Mercilus last year) and have two more 
prospects in Akeem Spence and 2011 all-conference pick Michael Buchanan, 

Jordan Hill will lead a Penn State defensive front that lost Jack Crawford and Devon Still, 


The Big Ten has more talent at linebacker than any other position, beginning with Wisconsin, 
The Badgers return two of the conference's top five tacklers from last year — Mike Taylor and 
Chris Borland — both of whom averaged more than 10 tackles per game and found their way onto 
the media’s all-conference first team. 

Penn State's program will turn a page this season, but the campus is still worthy of being called 
Linebacker U, “I grew up in that part of the country,” said Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz, “and they've 
been good (at linebacker) since I’ve began watching football in the ‘6os,” 

Many believe the Nittany Lions’ Gerald Hodges is the best linebacker in the conference. Senior 
Michael Mauti is trying to come back from another serious knee injury. 

Michigan State is very good across the board, Outside linebacker Denicos Allen notched 
11 sacks last season; Chris Norman has a wealth of experience; Max Bullough controls the middle 
of the field as well as any Big Ten linebacker. 

Ohio State’s Ryan Shazier may carry the most promise of any conference linebacker after an 
encouraging 2011 debut. Etienne Sabino returns to offer Shazier support at the opposite outside spot. 


Seeing a pattern here? Michigan State compares favorably to the rest of the conference at all 
three tiers on defense. 

The Spartans’ secondary is probably where they separate from other programs the most. 
Cornerback Johnny Adams has first-round potential, but teams cannot afford to keep the ball away 
from him because sophomore Darqueze Dennard can make them pay on the other side. Safety Isaiah 
Lewis (four interceptions last season, two returned for touchdowns) helps complete the package. 

‘The Buckeyes are plenty deep at defensive back (the coaching staff believes the second unit may 
be as talented as the first). Cornerbacks Travis Howard, Bradley Roby and Doran Grant — and safe- 
ties C.J. Barnett, Christian Bryant and Orhian Johnson — will provide leadership and production. 

The Wolverines return a wealth of experience to a unit that allowed just 12 touchdown passes 
last season, tied with Penn State for fewest in the conference, Led by safety Jordan Kovacs and 
cornerback J.T, Floyd, the secondary should help buy Michigan's unproven front a little extra time 
on passing downs, 

Iowa's secondary has thinned out in recent years, but Micah Hyde (11 passes defended), and 
Tanner Miller should continue the tradition of playmaking Hawkeye defensive backs, 


The Cornhuskers own the conference's top punter and kicker in the same player — senior Brett 
Maher. He was the only kicker to reach the 100-point mark last season (19 of 23 on field-goal attempts), 
and he averaged a conference-best 44.5 yards on punts, Ameer Abdullah could be the Big Ten’s most 
dangerous return man; he averaged 29.4 yards on kicks last year, and returned one for a touchdown. 

Same as Nebraska, Penn State relies on the same leg in the kicking and punting game. Junior 
Anthony Fera fared almost as well as Maher, averaging 42.0 yards on his punts and converting 14 
of 17 field-goal attempts. Return man Chaz Powell will be missed. Justin Brown, who had a 93-yard 
punt return called back in the TicketCity Bowl, could be the answer, assuming the offense does not 
demand all of his time. 

Michigan State also lost its top return man (Keshawn Martin) but returns its kicker (Dan 
Conroy) and punter (Mike Sadler). The Spartans have a number of young skill players who will 
compete for Martin's old job. 

Jordan Hall gives Ohio State a home run hitter on special teams and offense, perhaps serving 
the role Percy Harvin did for Urban Meyer at Florida. 
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THE RACE 

The Big Ten — or should that just be the B1G? — muscled up before the 2011 
season, importing Nebraska from the Big 12 and breaking into two six-team divi- 
sions that sent fans scrambling to find mnemonics to recall which teams were 
Legends and which were Leaders. 

Let's start with the Legends, where Michigan State opened with a 10-7 win over 
Ohio State, came home to beat big brother Michigan for the fourth consecutive 
time, and then stunned fourth-ranked Wisconsin with a deflected 44-yard Hail 
Mary touchdown pass on the final play. 

The Spartans coughed up a loss the following week at Nebraska, but they 
had done enough heavy lifting to clinch a berth in the inaugural Big Ten 
Championship Game by the second-to-last week of the regular season. 

Over in the Leaders, the Tressel-less Ohio State Buckeyes floundered, Illinois 
faded, Indiana failed to win a conference game, and Purdue found middle 
ground, That left Wisconsin and Penn State to fight it out. 

The Nittany Lions, dealing with the firing of Joe Paterno after the ninth game 
in the wake of the Jerry Sandusky scandal, entered the final-weekend matchup 
against the Badgers in Madison with a 6-1 league mark. The game wasn't close. 

With the usual dose of Montee Ball (156 yards, four touchdowns), Wisconsin 
took a 28-7 halftime lead and coasted to a 45-7 victory, winning the division title 
via the tie-breaking head-to-head result with Penn State. 


THE CHAMPION 

Wisconsin, with one-year wonder Russell Wilson at quarterback and 39 touch- 
downs from running back Montee Ball, averaged a school-record 44.1 points 
a game. That’s about the number the Badgers hit in the Big Ten Championship 
Game, avenging their regular-season loss to Michigan State with a 42-39 victory. 

Wilson was the game's MVP and Ball scored four touchdowns (three rushing, 
one receiving) as Wisconsin grabbed a late lead, and was able to run out the 
clock after a Michigan State penalty for running into the punter. 

‘The Badgers advanced to the Rose Bowl for the second consecutive season, 
where they came up just short again. The Badgers, who lost 21-19 to TCU after 
the 2010 regular season, couldn't corral Oregon's speed, succumbing, 45-38, in 
the highest-scoring Rose Bowl ever, 

Wilson set the NCAA mark for single-season passing efficiency (19178 rating). 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Montee Ball, RB, Wisconsin 

The junior tied Barry Sanders’ NCAA record for total touchdowns in a season, 
scoring 33 times on the ground and six on receptions. A Heisman Trophy finalist, 
Ball led the nation in total rushing yards (1,923) and was third in yards per game 
(437.4). He averaged 6.3 yards a carry. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Devon Still, DL, Penn State 

It’s rare that a defensive tackle earns the top defensive honor in the Big Ten — 
only Penn State's Jared Odrick had done it since 1994 — but Still made it happen 
with 17 tackles for loss, a huge number for an interior lineman. He was a finalist 
for the Outland Trophy. 

Coach of the Year: Brady Hoke, Michigan 

This Michigan Man picked up the talented pieces left behind from Rich 
Rodriguez (not a Michigan Man). He tweaked the schemes back to something 
more recognizable to the Big Blue faithful and gave the team the energy boost 
it needed. The Wolverines won 10 games, went to the Sugar Bowl and, above all, 
ended a seven-game skid against Ohio State. 


THE BOWLS 

Wisconsin couldn't get it done in the Rose Bowl, as the Big Ten dropped to 18 in 
the Granddaddy since the 2001 game. (The Big Ten's only victory in that time came 
from Ohio State, over Oregon, after the 2009 regular season) The Michigan schools’ 
big bowl victories helped spark larger expectations for each for the 2012 season. 


Rose Oregon 45, Wisconsin 38 

‘Sugar Michigan 23, Virginia Tech 20 
Gator Florida 24, Ohio State 17 
Outback Michigan State 33, Georgia 30 
TicketCity Houston 30, Penn State 14 
Meinke Car Care Texas A&M 33, Northwestern 22 
Kraft Fight Hunger Illinois 20, UCLA 14 

Insight Oklahoma 31, lowa 14 

Little Caesars Pizza Purdue 37, Western Michigan 32 
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BIG TEN YEAR IN REVIEW 


ALL-BIG TEN TEAM 


OFFENSE- First Team 
Russell Wilson Wisconsin 
Rex Burkhead Nebraska 
Montes Ball Wisconsin 
Ad. Jenkins Minois 
‘Marvin McNutt lowa 
Drake Dunsmore Northwestern 
David Molk Michigan, 
Joel Foreman Michigan State 
Kevin Zeitler Wisconsin 
Riley Reiff lowa 
Josh Oglesby Wisconsin 
Brett Maher Nebraska 


DEFENSE-First Team 
Whitney Mercilus Minois 
Jerel Worthy Michigan State 
John simon Ohio State 
Devon Still Penn State 
Lavonte David Nebraska 
Gerald Hodges Penn State 
Chris Borland Wisconsin 
Shaun Prater fowa 
Johnny Adams Michigan State 
Alfonzo Dennard Nebraska 
‘Aaron Henry, Wisconsin 
Brett Maher Nebraska 


THE STANDINGS 


Legends Division W-L 
MichiganState = 741 
Michigan 62 
Nebraska 53 
lowa 44 
Northwestern 35 
Minnesota. 26 


Leaders Division W-L 
Wisconsin 62 
Penn State 62 
Purdue 

Ohio State 

Minois 

Indiana 


*as selected by the league coaches 


OFFENSE -Second Team 

QB KirkCousins Michigan State 

RB Marcus Coker lowa 

RB Silas Redd Penn State 
Bu.Cunningham Michigan State 
Nick Toon Wisconsin 
Brian Linthicum Michigan State 
Mike Caputo Nebraska 
Mike Brewster Ohio State 
Adam Gettis lowa 
Travis Frederick Wisconsin 
Taylor Lewan Michigan 
Mike Adams Ohio State 
Carson Wiggs Purdue 


DEFENSE - Second Team 

DL Michael Buchanan —_illinols 

DL Mike Daniels fowa 

DL Mike Martin Michigan. 
William Gholston Michigan State 
Jack Crawford Penn State 
Kawann Short Purdue 
Max Bullough Michigan State 
Andrew Sweat Ohio State 
Mike Taylor Wisconsin 
Isaiah Lewis Michigan State 
CJ. Bamett Ohio State 
Nick Sukay Penn State 
Ricardo Allen Purdue 
Cody Webster Purdue 


www.lindyssports.com 2012 


2011 BIG TEN LEADERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


PASS EFFICIENCY G ATT CMP INT PCT. YDS TD EFF. _INTERCEPTIONS. 6 NO. Yos 1D AGG = LONG 
4, Russell Wilson, Wisconsin 44309225 4728 317533 191.8 4. Brian Peters, Northwestern. dj 16: % 0 24 038, 
2, Dan Persa, Northwestern. 102072187 7342376 7—_—*154.8 2. Sholton Johnson, Wisconsin a 0. 0 0 031 
3. Kk Cousins, Michigan Stale 14419267 406373316 25 145.1 3. Isaiah Lewis, Michigan State 144 39 2 39 029 
4, Denard Robinson, Michigan 4325814215 552173201397 ‘Aaron Heney, Wisconsin 4a 50 0 18 029 
5, James Vandenberg, lowa 13404297 7687-90225 198.5 ‘Trenton Robinson, Michigan State 14 40 0 34 029 
6. Braxton Mil, Ohio State 1245785 SA 1159131984 “Antonio Fenelus, Wisconsin 144 10 0. 10. 029 
7. Nathan Scheethaase, linos 132011848 632 2110 13——193.4 7. Darqueze Dennard, Michigan State 12, 3 38 4 36 025 
8, Caleb TerBush, Purdue 13277 1716 6171905131907 8. Tanner Miler, lowa. ‘os rT 1 98 023 
9. Taylor Martinez, Nebraska 43268 16285622089 13—126.5 Bradley Roby, Ohio State 13 3 57 0 36, 023 
70. Matt McGloin, Penn Stale 422811255 15711183 Testy Hawthorne, lino 13 3 3 4 39 023 
RUSHING G ATT = -YOS/ AVG, TD YOS/G = SCORING G 1 XT FG 2xP PIS PISIG 
4. Montee Ball, Wisconsin 44__307__1923 63 334374 4. Montee Ball, Wisconsin 1439 o_o 2 26 167. 
2, Marcus Coker, lowa eT 2. Rex Burkhead, Nebraska 1317 Ss as 18 
3. Rex Burkhead, Nebraska SS er Es 1044 3. Brett Maher, Nebraska 430943100 1 
4, Slas Redd, Penn State 132444241 54 i 95.5 4, Marcus Coker, low 1215. ooo 9 15. 
'5. Denard Robinson, Michigan 43 11176. 5316 905 5. Carson Wiggs, Purdue a as a ar 674 
6, MarQuels Gray, Minnesota 199 966. 49 6 818, ‘Denard Robinson, Michigan 1316 Sa! 674 
7. Fitgerald Toussaint, Michigan 121871041 56 9 868 7. Brendan Gibbons, Michigan a ee | 9 93 12 
8. Lo'Veon Bel, Michigan State 14182 948 5213 Gh 8. Dan Conroy, Michigan Stale 40480 Cel 
9, Taylor Martinez, Nebraska 13189) er4___46 8 12 9. Mike Meyer, lowa, 30g 0 86 86 
40. Stephen Houston, Indiana 42161 802 53 8 668 10, Drew Basil, Ohio State ce RT ES TY 84 65. 
‘TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/G PUNTING G@ NO, YDS AVG LG RECEIVING YOS/GAME G REC YDS TD yos/G 
4, Denard Robinson, Michigan _13_1176_2173_479 3349 257.6 _1, Brett Maher, Nebraska 4359 2626 69445 _1, Marvin McNut,lowa 43 82_1315 12104 

‘Russell Wison, Wisconsin 14 338 3175 3889513 250.9 2. Cody Webster, Purdue 43451931 6642.9 2. Ad. Jenkins, tinois 439012768 98.2 
3. Dan Persa, Northwestem — 10 32 2376 376 2408 240.8 3, Brad Nortman, Wisconsin 34461943 7442.2. 3, BJ. Cunningham, Michigan Stale 14 130812 93,3 
4, Jamies Vandonberg, lowa 13 613022482 $083_297,2 _4_ Anthony Fara, Penn Stale 42 B4 2685 6942.0. 4, Jeremy Ebert, Northwestern. 4375106011815. 
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hich Urban Meyer is Ohio State 
getting? 

There are different versions, as diverse as a 
Prius and a Cadillac, Holiday Inn and the Ritz. 

Are the Buckeyes getting the reborn 
Urban, relaxed from at least a few months 
off from his chosen profession? 

Or are they getting the driven, over-the- 
top championship grinder whose methods 
were questioned in a riveting offseason story 
in The Sporting News? 

Actually, they're getting both. That's what 
is so fascinating and yet disconcerting about 
what was the best free-agent coaching name 
on the market. Ohio State got Meyer on Nov. 28, 


when they named him to replace interim Luke 
Fickell. But it doesn’t really know what it got. 

The only certainty — or near certainty — 
is that Ohio State is going to win. Perhaps 
win the Big Ten and contend for national 
championships, depending on how long 
Meyer stays. That much we know. 

The job fits him. But does he still fit the job? 

“I didn’t think I'd coach this year,” 
Meyer said. 

And that's where the story of the road back 
begins. Life was good. The long-term well- 
being of the driven 47-year-old wasn't an issue. 

He was a dad, a full-time dad again. 

Even with ESPN analyst work wedged in 


there, Meyer was seeing daughters Nicki at 
Georgia Tech and Gigi at Florida Gulf Coast 
University on a regular basis. 

Urban Meyer, coaching legend, had 
become Urban Meyer, first-base coach for son 
Nate's travel baseball team. 

It got better. 

Last spring, Urban and Nate, 13, road- 
tripped together. Cooperstown. Penn State and 
Rutgers camps. A Yankees game. They flew in 
by helicopter with former Rutgers coach Greg 
Schiano. Nate got to fire an M-4 assault rifle 
and ride in a Humvee during a trip to West 
Point. They stayed in Red Blaik’s old residence. 

“That's probably the best two weeks we 


ever had together,” Meyer said. 

When — to the surprise of no one — he 
took the Ohio State job, there was a snarky 
joke going around: Meyer was stepping 
away from his family to devote more time to 
football. (See the reversal of terms there?) 

“There were a lot of phone calls about 
other situations,” Meyer said of job 
possibilities. “Maybe two years from now 
I would go to another job. I was kind of 
enjoying that part of my life, but I missed it 
$0 bad, being at those games.” 

We kind of knew that, When a guy comes 
back 24 hours after resigning (see Florida, 
December 2009), it is assumed that football 
has a certain tug on his life. And so there 
he was in late November back in the game 
— less than a year after leaving Florida 
the second time. 

And so here they are, the Buckeyes, 
beginning both an NCAA probation and the 
Meyer era. 

He'll always have the family memories of 
2011, but football has been that mistress 
that Meyer cannot drop. There are worse 
places to make a comeback. 

He landed in perhaps the nation’s best 
support system for that comeback. The first 
full-time guy to follow Jim Tressel can coach. 
like few others in the modern game, Also, 
Meyer has given the term “burnout” a 21st 
century redefinition, 

“After that Sugar Bowl? No, no way,” said 
Ohio State strength coach Mickey Marotti. 

The question put to Marotti, one of 
Meyer's closest confidants, is whether he 
expected his boss to coach again so soon. 
On the floor of the Superdome the night of 
Jan, 2, 2010, Meyer looked gaunt, sickly. 

“Awful,” Marotti said. “Pants were 
dragging like he had poop in his drawers.” 

Urban and his wife Shelley embraced 
publicly and emotionally at the conclusion 
of that 51-24 win over Cincinnati. It was 
more out of relief than celebration. Perhaps 
the coach has simply traded venues on an 
incredible stress load. 

Marotti, for one, did not expect Meyer 
back this soon. 

“Talso know him pretty well,” he said. 
“What else was he going to do? He's a 
football coach.” 

The health issues aren't back at this 
point. The piercing headaches and 
esophageal spasms were historically stress- 
induced. Marotti won't hesitate to inject an 
opinion if he notices the coach boiling over. 

For now, diet and dialing it down are 
simple remedies. Meyer did well to control 


his emotions when Ohio State was slapped 
with a one-year bowl ban on Dec. 20. It 
wasn't easy. 

“T've had a couple (of issues) that I 
probably would have lost my friggin’ mind 
over and went on a rampage,” the new Meyer 
says, alluding to the old Meyer. “I haven't 
done that. I've taken the Joe Paterno advice, 
Slow down; don’t react. You hear something? 
Take your time, investigate it, research it.” 

The old Meyer, says the new Meyer, would 
have reacted immediately and impetuously 
— “Woosh” he says, punctuating the 
point by sweeping his hands through air. 
Unbearable stress cultivating throughout 
his career is not an option. The new Meyer 
says the old Meyer was not ready for the SEC 
after taking the Florida job in 2005. 

The Sporting News story pulled aside 
a curtain on that old Meyer. The story 
recounted how Meyer told Ohio State 
recruit Stefon Diggs that he shouldn't go 
to Florida because of character issues in 
the locker room. Those issues, the story 
summarized, were leftovers from a culture 
the coach had created. 

Former Gator Percy Harvin reportedly 
attacked former assistant Billy Gonzales and 
was never disciplined. Gonzales later said 
the incident never happened. 

“Over the last two years he was there,” 
one former player told the publication, 
“the players had taken complete control 
of the team.” 

None of this, it should be noted, has 
lessened the gushing at Ohio State. He is 
one of them, an Ohio native. Former Buckeye 
coach Earle Bruce is a mentor from when 
Meyer was a grad assistant in Columbus. The 
2012 Bucks promise to be stout on defense, 
but could have issues offensively. There 
aren't many Harvins — the football-playing 
type — on that side of the ball. 

The bowl ban hit 22 days after he was 
hired. Meyer and the staff had to go back 
and re-recruit the guts of a class that was 
eventually ranked in the top five. Some Big 
Ten coaches and administrators were upset 
that Ohio State was given an NCAA waiver to 
operate with parts of two staffs for a time. 
In general, Fickell prepared for the bowl 
game while Meyer recruited. 

Wisconsin, in particular, was upset 
that former Ohio State players in the NEL 
allegedly were calling recruits. That would 
be an NCAA violation. Meyer told Sporting 
News and CBSSports.com that the alleged 
incidents occurred before he was hired and 
added there were no current NCAA issues. 
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Totals: 10 Years 104-23 (.819) 


What is the message, then, to the 
innocents left on the roster, especially the 
seniors, who can’t play in a bowl? 

“I don’t know yet,” Meyer said. “I'm really 
concerned about that part.” 

If his coaching magic holds, Ohio State 
could become a modern version of Auburn, 
1993. Those Tigers were undefeated but 
banned by the NCAA from postseason (and 
television). Ohio State’s penalty could invite 
similar awkwardness in the Big Ten. USC's 
absence from the first Pac-12 Championship 
Game due to NCAA sanctions forced an 
undeserving UCLA to play an uncompetitive 
game against Oregon. 

But if there are only five programs in 
the country that can survive the tsunami 
of Tattoogate, Ohio State is one of 
them, Fans can’t wait to see how Meyer's 
offensive expertise is applied to sophomore 
quarterback Braxton Miller. Super recruit 
Noah Spence, a defensive end, could be the 
cornerstone of another great defense. 

We'll see if Ohio State football makes 
a parallel comeback along with its coach. 
There is an indelible image of Meyer, the 
analyst, bounding out of a Michigan State 
broadcast booth to chat before a game 
last season. He was reminiscing about 
the good times with Nate. He was glad 
to have gained 22 pounds. He looked 
healthy, happy. 

Then he said something else before 
going back to what turned out to be his 
temporary home behind the microphone. 

It was going to be a while, but he would 
coach again someday. 

Someday came 43 days later. 
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t's vampire hour at Michigan State’s Duffy 
Daugherty Football Building. Five-thirty in 


the morning. The undead are still sleeping. 


These Spartans? Like it or not, they're 
here in mind and body. 

“T set my alarm for about 4:40,” safety 
Isaiah Lewis said. “I have to force myself to 
get up.” 

This is a glimpse into Michigan State's 
winter conditioning. Its clinical definition 
is something close to torture. To hammer 
the message home, coach Mark Dantonio 
has placed a conspicuous sign inside the 
Spartans’ indoor practice facility. 

Champions Are Built On a Thousand 
Invisible Mornings 

Dantonio is big on signs. They're 
everywhere you look around Michigan State 
football facilities, all of them making the 
Spartan warrior connection. 

“That's what he is about, right there,” 
said strength coach Ken Mannie, pointing at 
another sign, this one billboard-sized in the 
weight room. “Effort, Toughness, Knowledge. 
If you're lacking in one of the three, you're 
probably not going to play here.” 

If only the snooze button for those 5:30 
workouts could be pushed a thousand times. 
That's obvious as Michigan State players 
come straggling in for two hours of running, 
jumping, cutting, pulling and pushing. 

They all do, these Spartans. They have to 
leave time to get taped before birds awaken, 
loosen up before the Dunkin’ Donuts 
manager has poured the first cup of coffee. 

Before they can dream about a Rose 
Bowl, they have put in the work while most 
everyone else is ... dreaming. 

Are they better than your favorite 
team? In that sense, these Spartans are no 
different than, well, a thousand of their 
peers around the country. These pre-dawn 
drills set the throttle on a program. And 
these Spartans have dreams of their own, 
quarter-century old dreams. 

Their last trip to Pasadena was in 1988. 

After consecutive 11-win seasons, the 
Spartans are allowed to dream such dreams. 
What will life be like without inspirational 
quarterback Kirk Cousins? Are these early- 
moming Spartans going to be slackers or 
brothers? All in, or just sometimes? Spartan 
warriors or the conquered? 

“That's something that will be mentioned 
when it’s Friday night before a game,” said 
Cousins’ replacement, junior quarterback 
Andrew Maxwell. “Listen guys, this is why 
we pushed those sleds in February. This is 
why we ran those gassers in July when it 
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was 100 degrees. 

“Don't think that it was nothing. It was 
for this moment, right now.” 

Like all coaches, Dantonio is big on 
weeding out those slackers during vampire 
hour, During a morning workout, Michigan 
State videographer David “Diff” Diffenderffer 
spotted two players vomiting into trash 
cans. Diff has worked for the NFL Network 
and helps make the videos for Michigan 
State's website state of the art. 

But puke will not make the cut on this day. 
“This is my third winter conditioning,” 
said junior linebacker Max Bullough, a third 

generation Spartan who probably bleeds 
green. His father and grandfather played for 
Michigan State. “You can tell the type of 
guys that Coach D brings in. It's a different 
atmosphere. It's a different chemistry. As 
soon as they walk in, they're ready to work.” 

They'd better be ready. Embarrassment. 
lurks at every early-morning session. 

Even Jerel Worthy was there at 5:30 
in the morning this spring. The former 
Spartans All-American defensive tackle had 
just returned from the NFL Combine. His 
pro paychecks will be supporting a father 
recovering from a stroke and a mother with 
health issues of her own. 

Their plight was the primary reason 
Worthy left early for the draft after 
last season. But working out for future 
employers at the Combine is one thing. 
Torturing yourself for free before the crack 
of dawn is another. Worthy was rewarded in 
the spring when he became a second-round 
draft pick of Green Bay. 

“T feel like this is my home,” said 
Worthy, the Spartans’ first All-American 
defensive lineman since Bubba Smith. “This 
lets guys know that you haven't forgotten 
where you came from. This is always going 
to be my program. 

“This is something I'm going to do for 
years to come.” 

Michigan State is one of those programs 
with in-state self-esteem issues. It lives in 
the shadow of Michigan. (“Little Brother” 
is the derogatory term most often heard.) 

It hasn't been to the Rose Bowl in a while. 
With a trip to Pasadena in the balance, the 
Spartans lost a three-point game to Wisconsin 
in the first Big Ten Championship Game. 

“Tt was honestly one of the most 
devastating losses I've been a part of in my 
entire life,” Bullough said. 

Devastating, not final. Michigan State 
beat Michigan last season for the fourth 
consecutive year. That tattoo that Worthy 


sports on his left bicep of a Spartan stomping 
a Wolverine will be undefeated for life. 

“Tt’s a long time coming, and it just 
showed that our program has overcome a lot 
of adversity ...,” Worthy said. 

At the end of that epic win over Michigan, 
the “Little Brother” chant had tured into 
a mocking “Little Sisters” chant from the 
Spartan Stadium fans at the Wolverines. 

But the Spartans are on the brink of 
something great, and there are a lot of 
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folks who agree. Entering his sixth season, 
Dantonio’s built a top-10 defense. The 
school paid top dollar to retain defensive 
coordinator Pat Narduzzi, who was being 
courted by Texas A&M. As gutty as Cousins 
was, Maxwell might be a better athlete. 

“We're becoming one of those top 
programs,” Maxwell said. “We're becoming 
one of those programs (that) when people 
hear Michigan State, they think ‘elite’” 

Slightly less than two hours into this 
particular slice of dark-thirty conditioning 
heaven, all the Spartans are thinking is 
“sleep.” Mannie calls them together for the 
final thought of the day. 

“Good is the enemy of great. We're good. 
We'te very good. But we're talking about being 
great. It's not OK to be good,” Mannie said. 

That's what former Spartans stress when 
they call the strength coach to inquire how 
vampire hour is going these days. 

“They're still getting up for winter 
conditioning, right? Keep doing that. That 
made us tough.” 

“Ts it that that made them tough,” 
Mannie wonders of the graduates of his 
green and white boot camp, “or is it, ‘Don’t 
get soft on those guys?” 

Set your alarm. 
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harles London was working as a foot- 
( ball coach for the first time when he 

met Bill O'Brien in 2005 at Duke, 
London's alma mater. 

London was a graduate assistant who 
almost immediately saw something special in 
OBrien, the Blue Devils’ offensive coordinator. 

“T just knew,” London recalled. 
“Sometimes you're around a guy who you 
think is going to be a great head coach. 

Tve always had that feeling about him and 
always wanted to coach for him.” 

London received that opportunity when 
he accepted O'Brien's offer in January to join 
his new Penn State staff as running backs 
coach and recruiting coordinator. 

“He's been a good friend and a good 
mentor,” London said. “Once he got the 
job here and called me, I didn't think twice 
about coming here, I think it’s because of 
his vision and leadership. He's a very bright 
guy. He knows what he wants to do.” 

Few Penn State fans had heard of the 
42-year-old O'Brien when he was hired in 
January to succeed Hall of Fame coach Joe 
Paterno, who was fired in November in the 
wake of the Jerry Sandusky sex abuse scandal. 

Many knew him only as the New England 
Patriots offensive coordinator who got into 
the much-publicized sideline argument with 
quarterback Tom Brady last season. 

They didn’t know about his success with 
the Patriots, who were third in the NFL in 
scoring last season; his 14 years as a college 
assistant coach at Georgia Tech, Maryland 
and Duke; or that he was a Brown graduate, 
like Paterno, 

“L think he is a very detailed person, very 
meticulous about what he does,” said Penn 
State offensive line coach Mac McWhorter. 
“As far as his organizational skills, he’s 
really good. He has a vision of what he 
wants to do and he sticks to a plan. 

“He is a bright, young star in this business.” 

Shortly after the Patriots’ Super Bowl 
loss to the New York Giants, O’Brien met 
individually with each member of the Penn 
State football program, including players, 
coaches, medical staff and clerical staff. 

“I wanted to make sure everybody 
associated with the program understood 
their roles,” O'Brien said. 

He also wrote a policy book between 80 
and 100 pages long, which he handed out to 
his players in February. 

“Tt involves rules for the team,” he said, 
“job descriptions, scheduling for spring 
practice and training camp. I worked on 
it a long time, not only in preparation for 


2012 wwwa.lindyssports.com 


being a head coach, but after I got the job. 
It’s something you put together during your 
whole career.” 

O'Brien already has impressed many 
former Penn State players, some of whom 
expressed displeasure about Paterno's firing. 

“The one thing I tell him all the time is to 
just be who you are,” said former Penn State 
defensive tackle Matt Millen, now an analyst 
for ESPN/ABC. “You're not gonna be Joe 
Paterno. There's only been one of them. You 
don’t have to be him. You have to be Bill 
O'Brien; and he will.” 

O'Brien faces three daunting tasks: 

* Succeeding the legendary Paterno, who 
died in late January after a battle with 
lung cancer, 

® Moving the program forward after the 
Sandusky scandal. 

¢ Teaching new offensive and defensive 
schemes to the players. 

“Wherever I've been, players have been 
very resilient,” O'Brien said. “They love to 
be out on the field playing. They love to be 
in the weight room lifting weights. It's fun 
to be around them because they've worked 
extremely hard. 

“Everything is new. The terminology 
is new. The coaching style is new. The 
tempo might be different. Of course, that’s 
what change is about. These guys have 
embraced it.” 

OBrien has implemented the basics of the 
same offense he directed at New England, 
which means more decisions in the hands 
of the quarterbacks and more passes to the 
running backs and tight ends. That will be 
different for the Nittany Lions and their fans. 

“It's kind of like learning a new 
language,” tight end Garry Gilliam said. 
“We're learning a whole new offense. We're 
learning it very well. 

“We (the tight ends) run a lot more 
routes than we did before. There's probably 
more thinking than we had to do as far as 
reading coverages. We're involved in pretty 
much everything. I think we're all making 
great strides,” 

New defensive coordinator Ted Roof was 
the head coach at Duke when O’Brien was 
his offensive coordinator. He's installed 
a new high-risk, high-reward scheme that. 
features many different looks. 

“I won't comment on the specifics of 
practice, but they've been tough, hard- 
nosed and a lot more focused,” defensive 
end Pete Massaro said. “Coach O'Brien knows 
what he wants to accomplish. All of the 
coaches know what they want to accomplish. 


Everything is real precise.” 

O'Brien also changed the strength and 
conditioning program, hiring Craig Fitzgerald 
away from South Carolina to direct it. 
Fitzgerald runs an Olympic-style lifting 
program that, according to the players, has 
boosted the linemen. 

“I think this is a new challenge and Billy 
O'Brien is the perfect guy for it,” Fitzgerald 
said. “We're all lucky to be here, but Penn 
State is lucky to have Coach O’Brien. He had 


“You're not gonna be 
Joe Paterno. There's 


only been one of them. 


You don't have to be 
him. You have to be Bill 
O'Brien,’ and he will.” 


other opportunities, but he took this one 
and grabbed it.” 

O'Brien’s time as the Patriots’ offensive 
coordinator and quarterbacks coach helped 
Penn State land quarterbacks Steven 
Bench (in the Class of 2012) and Christian 
Hackenberg (in the Class of 2013), 

“They'll be exposed to things they 
haven't been exposed to,” Millen said, “Just 
schematically, there'll be some different 
concepts. .., The stuff he'll be able to do in the 
passing game in 1-on-1 coaching, that stuff is 
going to be as fresh as what's out there.” 

The players seem to have new optimism 
and enthusiasm after what they endured 
late last year and early this year, watching 
their longtime coach be dismissed and then 
pass away. 

“It’s a very unique time,” said center Matt 
Stankiewitch. “You have to embrace change. 
Coach O'Brien is coming right from the NFL 
coaching Tom Brady. It’s very exciting to 
have a coach like that as your head coach. 
You're listening to every word he says. He's 
the best out there.” 

O’Brien said he appreciates what he's heard 
from current and former Penn State players, 
but he understands the good vibes will last 
only as long as the Lions succeed in two areas. 

“All that really matters at the end of the 
day,” he said, “is that guys go to class and 
graduate and we win games.” 
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AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
7-6, 2-6 Big Ten (5th, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Tim Beckman —At Illinois: 1st year; overall: 
21-16, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 6 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Nathan Scheelhaase, RB Josh Ferguson, 
WR Darius Millines, C Graham Pocic, 

MLB Jonathan Brown, CB/WR Terry Hawthorne, 
DT Akeem Spence 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The Illini welcome back seven starters — 
including several elite athletes — from the 
defense that ranked seventh nationally in total 
yards allowed. Scheelhaase, a consummate 
leader, has 26 consecutive starts under his 
belt. Ferguson, a scatback, looks like a perfect 
fit for the spread. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

There are question marks and depth issues on 
‘the offensive line that require some youngsters 
to step forward immediately. The special 
teams were the worst in the nation last year, 
so there’s a long way to go to become medio- 
cre. The Illini need somebody (Millines?) to 
become a go-to receiver. 


KEY LOSSES: 

TB Jason Ford, WR A.J. Jenkins, OT Jeff Allen, 
DE Whitney Mercilus, OLB Trulon Henry, 

CB Tavon Wilson, K Derek Dimke 


OVERVIEW: 

Beckman inherits this program at an intriguing 
‘time. Though Illinois has won bowl games two 
years in a row for the first time, there's an over- 
all wariness about the program's prospects due 
to the six consecutive losses to end the 2011 
regular season and the lack of depth in 2012. 
Nonetheless, the friendly home schedule sug- 
gests the Illini can be bow!-bound again. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Billy Gonzales, Chris Beatty DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ILLINOIS 


FIGHTING HELIN 


For more coverage of the Fighting Illini, visit illinois.rivals.com 


fim Banks 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium: 


Beckman Siriving for Consistency with Erratic Illini 


ess than four months after Mike 
Le became Illinois’ athletic 

director, he decided the Ron Zook 
roller coaster wasn’t the right ride for 
the Illini. 

Zook took Illinois on its first trip to 
Pasadena in 24 seasons. He had a knack 
for luring high-end talent to Cham- 
paign, which led to the Illini producing 
four first-round and four second-round 
selections in the past four NFL drafts. 

Illinois never had so many upper-ech- 
elon picks in such a small timeframe. 
Oh, and Illinois just won bow! games in 
back-to-back seasons for the first time in 
its history. 

But with the rare highs came re- 
pulsive lows. An alarming percentage 
of Zook’s four-star recruits either did 
nothing at Illinois or never made it to 
school. The Illini finished with a win- 
ning Big Ten record just once. Zook’s 
Illini followed up their 2008 Rose Bowl 
appearance with 16 losses in the next 
two seasons. 

The Illini won their first six games 
last year — the program’s best start since 
1951 — only to lose their last six regular- 
season games and ensure Zook’s exit. 

Into this confusing cauldron steps 
Tim Beckman. 

He's a gung-ho 47-year-old defensive 
specialist who spent his first three years 
as a head coach restoring Toledo toward 
the top of the MAC. 

He has a strong base in Big Ten 
football (he served as Jim Tressel’s 
cornerbacks coach in 2005-06 and his 
father, Dave, was an Iowa assistant from 
1974-78) and he promises to require his 
players to be accountable off the field. 
Illinois had numerous off-field prob- 
lems during Zook’s tenure. 

“T'm in this profession for the kids,” 
Beckman said. “It’s been a part of my 
life since I was born.” 


Beckman has made it a daily habit 
to call three to five former Illini to let 
them know how much he appreciates 
his new life at Illinois and to bring 
them back into the fold. He invited 
players from the 1952 Rose Bowl team 
to speak to the team before the spring 
game in April. 

In addition to turning back the clock, 
Beckman fast-forwarded it with his 
implementation of “Illini Time.” He re- 
quires players to report for meetings five 
minutes early in order to be considered 
on time. 

“We're going to stick with the things 
that we've been successful with,” Beck- 
man said. “It's something I’ve seen that 
pays off. It’s respect.” 

Beckman did his best to build a 
young staff laden with proven recruit- 
ers. He pulled LSU receivers coach Billy 
Gonzales and Vanderbilt receivers coach 
Chris Beatty and installed them as 
co-offensive coordinators. After an awk- 
ward attempt to keep defensive coordi- 
nator Vic Koenning (he left for North 
Carolina after initially being offered the 
co-coordinator job at Illinois), Beckman 
lured Cincinnati defensive coordinator 
Tim Banks. 

Luke Butkus, Dick’s nephew and an 
All-Big Ten center for Illinois’ 2001 Big 
Ten championship team, returned home 
to become the offensive line coach. 
Defensive line coach Keith Gilmore, who 
developed 2010 first-round pick Corey 
Liuget and 2011 first-round pick Whit- 
ney Mercilus, is the only full-time Zook 
assistant that Beckman retained. 

“These players have bought in,” Beck- 
man said. 

“It has been a privilege to coach ‘em. 
They've been unbelievable. They’ve 
been eager. They've worked to learn the 
new system. But there’s still a long way 
to go. Depth is a major concern with 
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this program.” 


OFFENSE 


In a perfect Beckman world, Illinois’ 
offense will resemble Toledo's spread at- 
tack that ranked among the nation’s top 
10 in points (42.2 per game) and yards 
(481.3 per game) last season. But Beck- 
man is a realist and wants co-coordina- 
tors Billy Gonzales and Chris Beatty to fit 
their plans around his players’ strengths. 

Considering junior quarterback Nathan 
Scheelhaase might be more dangerous as 
a runner than a thrower — he has 1,492 
tushing yards and 3,935 passing yards in 
his 26 career starts — and the fact that 
Illinois is short on proven receivers, this 
shouldn’t be a team that chucks the ball 
all over Memorial Stadium. 

Scheelhaase opens fall practice as the 
starter, but sophomore Reilly O'Toole, 
who is more of a prototypical thrower, 
will compete for the job after hitting 


40 of 67 passes for 270 yards in spot 
duty last season. 

“Nathan is what you look for in 
a leader,” Beckman said. “But Reilly is 
not that far behind that, either. He’s 
another guy who’s all about the team.” 

Redshirt freshman Josh Ferguson and 
sophomore Donovonn Young are the 
leaders in the backfield. Ferguson’s shift- 
iness and pass-catching ability make 
him a perfect weapon in the spread. 
He delivered 150 rushing yards in the 
spring game. 

“We didn’t know much about Josh 
coming in,” Beckman said. “What a 
pleasant surprise. What a competitive 
kid. He played at a mature level.” 

Young didn’t get to do much in the 
spring due to a foot injury, but he 
proved himself as a pile-mover last fall 
with 451 yards and six touchdowns. 
Look for Ferguson and Young to touch 
the ball as often as they can handle it 
this fall, as Illinois needs all the help it 


COUTING REPORT: 
POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT 
0B Nathan Scheehaase* Jt 


Put up 5,427 total yards, 41 TDs first two years. 


can get in the passing game. 

AJ. Jenkins, the San Francisco 49ers’ 
first-round pick in April, snagged 90 of 
the team’s 226 completions last season. 
That leaves a huge hole. 

Junior Darius Millines (19 catches, 

218 yards) is the best hope as a breakout 
performer, but he missed the spring with 
a foot injury. Juniors Spencer Harris (26 
catches, 226 yards) and Ryan Lankford 
(12 catches, 108 yards) are the only other 
relatively proven guys, which explains 
why senior cornerbacks Terry Hawthorne 
and Justin Green spent the latter stages 
of spring ball at receiver. 

“That's the position where we've got 
to start to get better,” Beckman said. 
“The biggest thing is consistency. We're 
so young at the position.” 

Tight end could offer remedies; sopho- 
more Jon Davis and junior Evan Wilson 
combined for 31 catches, 276 yards and 
four scores last season. Sophomore Matt 
LaCosse and senior Eddie Viliunas make 


Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Reilly O'Toole, So. 


Nathan Scheelhaase 
Photo by Scot Boehm 


TB__ Josh Ferguson F.__ He's shifty and boasts great hands. Donovonn Young, So. 
WR _ Darius Millines* Je. Flashes of brilliance last year ruined by injury. Tery Hawthorne, Sr 
WR__ Spencer Harris* Jt Willing and able to go overthe middle, Fritz Rock, So. 

WR __ Ryan Lankford Jt. When will his great speed pay off? Jordan Frysinger, Fr. 
TE __Jon Davis So. Terrific athlete made for mismatches. Evan Wilson, Jr. 

LT __ Simon Cvijanovic So. Started last four regular-season games. Scott McDowell, Fr. 
LG Hugh Thornton” Sr.__ Owns 25 career starts, but regressed in ‘11. Alex Hill, So. 

c Graham Pocic* St__Can he return to All-Big Ten form? Tony Durkin, Fr. 

RG Tyler Sands St.___ Look for a position battle this fall. Ted Karras, Fr. 

RT Michael Heitz" So. Needs to prove himself after nine starts last year. Pat Flavin, Fr. 

K___ Taylor Zalewski Fr. Big foot; needs more consistency. Nick Immekus, So. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE _Justin Staples Sr.___Last chance to live up to his promise. Tim Kynard, Jr. 
NT___Akeem Spence* Jt.___Terrific at clogging up the middle. dake Howe, So, 
OT Glenn Foster” Sr.___ Packed on the pounds in offseason. Austin Teitsma, So. 
DE Michael Buchanan* St___The next Whitney Mercilus? Brandon Denmark, Jr. 
LB Houston Bates So. __ Faded last season after a strong September. Ralph Cooper, So. 
LB Jonathan Brown* Jt Piled up 19.5 TFLs at WLB last year. Henry Dickinson, So. 
STAR _Ashante Williams Sr___ DUI cost him three games and starting job in ‘11. Ta‘Jarvis Fuller, Fr. 
CB Justin Green St.__No interceptions in 16 career starts. Jack Ramsey, Sr. 
CB___Terry Hawthorne ‘St___ Two career INT returns for touchdowns. Eaton Spence, Fr. 
SS__ Steve Hull" Jt. Mistakes decreased as 2011 went along. Patrick Nixon-Youman, Sr. 
FS Supo Sanni* St___Achilles’ injury short-circuited his spring. Earnest Thomas, So. 
P___ Justin DuVernois* So. Much-improved after 38.3-yard average in 2011. Ryan Lankford, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 
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Devin Church 
Ayoola will come into 
Champaign with all 
the fanfare at the run- 
ning back position, 
but the 5-8, 175- 
pound Church has the 
home-run hitting abil- 
ity that can give the 
Ini a change of pace 
in the backfield. 
Beckman was able to 
lure him away from a 
Northern Illinois com= 
‘mitment late in the 
recruiting cycle 


Vontrell Williams 
The city of Chicago is 
crucial to the Ilini if 
they are to have long 
term recruiting suc- 
cess under Tim 
Beckman, and in 
Williams they 
secured one of the 
area's best in the 
2012 class, Williams 
is a tough competitor 
with a non-stop 
motor who could 
fight his way into 
early playing time. 


Dami Ayoola 
Heavy hitters like 
Auburn, Notre Dame 
and West Virginia put 
offers on the board 
for Ayoola to join 
their program, but the 
5-10, 201-pound back 
found his home in 
Champaign and stuck 
with the ilini even 
through its coaching 
change. He will be 
counted on early to 
improve the potency 
of the Ilini offense, 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Pos Hometown Schoo! 


ami Ayoola RB 510 201 GOO —FLLauerdale, FL St.Thomas Aquinas 
Rated as the No, 69 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 27 
running back... Rushed for §49 yards and seven touchdowns in 2011... Rushed for 855 
yards as a junior... Chose Ilinois over Auburn, Boston College, Cincinnati, lowa, Notre 
Dame, Wisconsin, West Virginia and others. 


Name Wt Stars 


Robbie Bain OL 63 300 GOO Bolingbrook, IL Bolingbrook 
Rated as the No, 22 prospect in illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 51 
offensive guard...First-team all-state selection in 2011.,,Helped lead team to a state 
championship as a senior. 


Taylor Barton DB 6 200 OOO Orlando, FL Lake Highland) 
‘Second-team Florida Class 4A All-State selection in 2011.,.Had 67 tackles, three inter- 
ceptions and three sacks as a senior...Had 93 tackles and two interceptions as 
a junior...Chose Illinois over Syracuse and others. 


BY Bello BB 62 25 OO ‘New Lenox, Ik Uncoln-Way West 
Had 81 tackles, three tackles for loss, one forced fumble and one interception. ..All-area 
Selection...Chose Illinois over Minnesota, Western Michigan, Toledo, Ball State and 
Bowling Green, 


Wngelo Bentley = DB §-10 178 «GOO Cleveland, OH Glenville Academic Campus 
Rated as the nation’s No. 63 cornerback by Rivals.com...Participated in the Semper 
Fidelis All-American Bowl...Chose Illinois over lowa, Kansas, Pittsburgh, Air Force, 
Toledo, Ohio, Kent State and Bowling Green. 


Devin Church B58 17% GOO — Southtiold, Mt Brother Rice 
Rated as the No. 22 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com... Rushed for a school-record 
1,919 yards as a senior... Chose Illinois over Boston College, Northern Illinois, Toledo 
and Bowling Green. 


Ayan Frain K 61 20 oo Indianapolis, IN Scecina Memorial 
All-state selection... Made field goals of 49, 48, 46 and 43 yards as a senior.., Chose 
Illinois over Georgia Tech. 


Ta’darvis Fuller DB 61 19 GOO — ForlMyers, FL Dunbar} 
Rated as the nation’s No. 53 safety by Rivals.com...Participated in the FACA North- 
South All-Star Game... Chose Illinois over Wisconsin, Louisville, Georgia Tech, 
Maryland, Minnesota, Indiana, lowa State and others. 


Justin Hardee AH 61 185 OO Cleveland, OH Glenville Academic Campus} 
Played in the Next Level Northeast Ohio All-Star Game... Chose Illinois over Akron, 
Bowling Green, Kansas, Marshall, Toledo and others. 
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Commitments 
Average Stars 


Mike Svetina 
Att. Ignatius High in 
Cleveland, the 6-2, 
220-pound Svetina 
was called on to play 
anywhere from safety 
to defensive end, He 
has a great nose for 
the football and is a 
tough, no-nonsense 
football player. Those 
are the kind of guys 
you need on your 
defense and in your 


‘National Rank: NR Big Ten: 11 


2013 NEEDS: seckman did a great 
Job shoring up his running back position in the final 
few weeks after being named the lis head coach, 
Now he will need to surround his ball-carrier with 
other playmakers to share the offensive load, 
Quarterback and wide receiver wil be two crucial 
areas of need to address in the 2013 class, 
Defensively, Ilinols has been a consistent producer 
of cornerback talent, but its reserves at the position 


locker room, are low and will need to be replenished 

By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 
Name Pos Wi Stars Hometown School 
Sevarls Little 0B 61 180 OOO — St.Petersburg, FL Lakewood! 


Played in the Tampa Bay Times Senior All-Star Game... Chose Illinois over Indiana, 
Kansas, Toledo and others. 


Mason Monhelm = «LB 1 215 GOO — Omille, OF Omille 
First-team all-state selection... Had 129 tackles, 19 tackles for loss and three sacks as 
a senior...Participated in the Ohio/Pennsylvania Big 33 All-Star Game. 


Ta, Neal 8 61 225 @OO — Mokeesport, PA McKeesport 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 45 outside linebacker. ,.Chose illinois over Auburn, Florida, Nebraska, Pittsburgh, 
West Virginia and others. 


Teko Powell O62 285 OO — Miami, FL 
First-team all-state selection...Had 107 tackles as a senior... Participated in the 
Under Armour Dade vs. Broward All-Star Football Game and the Semper Fidelis 
All-America Game. 


Daniel Rhodes Tr 63 20 O© Charlotte, NC Independence 
Played tight end and offensive tackle in high school... Had 15 catches for 312 yards 
and two touchdowns as a tight end in 2010. 


Jason Robertson = WR 61 185 OO ‘Mokena, IL Lincoln Way East 
Second-team all-state selection... Had 39 receptions for 881 yards and 12 touchdowns 
in 2011...Had 23 receptions for 615 yards and nine touchdowns as a junior. 


Joseph Spencer OL 64 270 OOO — Mason, OH Mason 
Rated as the No. 41 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 24 
offensive guard... Chose Illinois over Cincinnati, North Carolina State, South Florida 
and others, 


‘Mike Svetina 1B 6-2 220 @@O Brunswick, OW St. Ignatius} 
Had 111 tackles, four sacks and three interceptions as a senior...Helped lead team to 
state championship in 2011. 


Lakeith Walls ATH «63 18 =©O©O@O — Cleveland, OH Rhodes 
Participated in the Next Level Northeast Ohio All-Star Game... Chose Illinois over North 
Carolina State, Northwestern, Pittsburgh, Syracuse and others. 


Vontrell Williams = OT) 6-2 275 OO — Chicago, IL ‘ML Carmel 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No, 32 
defensive tackle... Recorded 39 tackles and 15 sacks as a senior. 
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FIGHTING ILLINI SPRING ROSTER 


HE Wt 


ST_hustinAber DB 6-0 195 Fr. __Fort Thomas, KY 67_Tim Lukas we a 
56 ShawnAtyl ——OL_&3 310 So. Skokie 23. Ben Mathis 08 & 
0 Houston Bates LB 63 240 So. Covinglon,LA 65 Scoft McDowell OL Fr 
A Tach Becker FB 63250 Se ieee) as Gece ie 
38d. Blau PK 5-10 160 Fr oe pe = 
ae a = = = oe 23 Kooman Mitchell 0B & 
45 Jonathan Brown LB 64205. Mamphitu “> RenmvMelson _DL “ 
99 Michael Buchanan DL 6-6 240 Sc. Homewood ete tion Youman_D8 = 
6 Darius Caldwell DL 6-5 210 Fe ‘Mianta,Gq_ —S1_Nick North = Fe 
42_ Ralph Cooper iB 64 So. Winnsboro, sc: 17_James Nudera__ WR. Fe 
{68 SimonGvjanovic OL 65 285 So. Cleveland, 0H $2 Chris O'Connor OL fe 
7 Hayden Daniels WR 6-4 185 Fe Napervile 4 _—Relly O'Toole OB So. 
3 Jon Davis TE 63 20 So. Lousivlle,KY 16. ‘ies Osel we ae 
32 fan Days RB 5-11 205 So. Kingsland, G@A 45 Zak Pedersen LS. & 
8 Brandon Denmark LB 6-4 205 Je TallahasseesFL 3K. Picard DB ‘kk 
48 Henry Dickinson 1B 6-4 215 So. Memphis, 75 Graham Pocie OL = 
12 Pavikounn PK 58175 So, Glendon tls eae aa 
60 Tony Durkin OL 6325 Fe. Tinley Park 

18 stn Duvernois P61 190 So. __Plantation,p,_ © “Nex Porer iB & 
G7 Jake Feldmeyer OL 6-4 260 J.__—Centervle,o «Daniel Quintana _STAR 6-2 ss 
6 Josh Ferguson RB 510 180 Fr. Napervilo 19 Jack Ramsey _DB_S11 200 Se 
75_Pat Flavin 67 20 Fr isle 67 _Daniel Rhodes _DL_6-3 fe 
2 NickFortey 0B 180 So. Lemont 38. Nejee Robinson LB 6-2 & 
47 Glenn Foster DL 6-4 250 St. Chicago 20 Frit Rock Wa 64 So. 
Jordan Frysinger WR 6-0 180 Fe. Coming. NY 85 ‘TimRussel TE 68 x 
23 Te'Janis Fuller DB 6-1 190 Fr ___‘Fort Meyers, 61 TlerSands OL S 
2% Justin Green DB S-11 195 Si_——Louislle, KY sup Sanni mwas a 
57 KevinGritin OL 6-2 260 So. Orland Park > ata Schechaase 0B 6-3 z 
15 Zepheniah ines STAR 5-11 220 Fe. __——BaMbeS SC SF eee Spence DL ei 
24 James allendort WR 6-2 205 Sc VemonHils aun Spence 086-0 = 
80_Spenceraris WR 6-3 195 Jk Greenwood, AR : wos 

10 ChaseHavet 08 G1 195 Fz Cayinmo. «4 esinSuples_OL_G-4_25_ 
1 TerryHawthome DB 6-0 190 Sx East St.Louis © GaeltStoup _P a 
74 WichaelWetz ——OL_65 285 So. Nement| 9 BewSition Ls * 
‘52 Alex Hil O63 325 So. ‘Slden,a 44 AustnTelisma DL So. 
95 _Jake Howe DL_ 63 290 So. Metienry 24 Eamest Thomas STAR So. 
5 Stove Hull DB 62 200 Je Cincinnati, 72 Hugh Thornton OL & 
37 Wickimmekus PK 6-0 So. Wheaton $8 JohnValetine OL Fe 
36 Brad Janite P65 215 So Cincinnati. gs eth anderen OL So. 
69 Ted Karas OL 6-4 200 Fe __ndlanapols M3 Bremen Vaileghem PK a 
a eS te ees 
81 Joke Kumerow WR 6-4 190 So. parte 2 ems iow _W fe 
35 Dovontay Kwaaning OB 5-11 185 Fr. Chicago "Antony Wiens_W & 
59_Tim Kynard DL_ 63 260 de en a 
40 MattLaCosse TE 6-6 (225 So. Naperville 88_Evan Wilson Te * 
12 Ryan Lankford WR 6-0 175 Je. Jacksonville, FL 90 DeJazzWoods_DL — 
88 Justin Lattimore TE 6-3 225 Tampa, 5_Donovonn'Young RB So. 
TO Coreylewis OL 66 35 Se (Gresco,PA 25 ‘Taylor Zalewski PK a 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RECEIVING 


GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avy/G 


AJ.Jenkins 13 90 1276 142 8 
S. Harris 1 28 26 87 0115 
J. Davis: 13 «2 187 «85 1 «18 


Tackles: J. Brown 108, . Thomas 85, T, Wilson 81 
Tackles for loss: W. Mercilus 22.5, J. Brown 19.5, M. Buchanan 13.5, 
‘Sacks: W. Mercilus 16, M. Buchanan 7.5, J. Brown 6 

Interceptions: T. Hawthorne 3, . Henry 2, five tied with 1 


NOTEBOOK 


ew Illinois coach Tim Beckman loves rivalries. 
His coaching path has allowed him to enjoy 
one side of the Ohio State-Michigan, Oklahoma- 
Oklahoma State and Alabama-Auburn rivalries ... as 
well as both ends of the Toledo-Bowling Green 
entanglement (which pits MAC teams located 
25 miles apart). 

“That's college football to me,” Beckman said. 
“That's a very enjoyable thing.” 

With that in mind, Beckman has gone out 
to ramp up the rhetoric with protected inter-di 
Northwestern. On the wall in one of Illinois’ team 
rooms, the big placard featuring Northwestern's purple 
“N" logo has been compromised with a Ghostbusters- 
esque red circle and slash. 

“We call them ‘The Team Upstate,” Beckman 
said. 

Just to clarify, Beckman and Northwestern coach 
Pat Fitzgerald consider themselves to be friends. 
The battle for the Land of Lincoln Trophy isn't likely 
to turn as uncivil as the rivalries listed above. 

* Junior Miles Osei remains a quarterback on the 
official roster, but that's because there's not enough 
room to list all of his likely positions this fall. 

in addition to backing up Nathan Scheelhaase 
and Reilly O'Toole at quarterback, Osei will line up at 
funning back, in the slot and everywhere else the Illini 
need a playmaker. During the spring game, Osei 
‘threw 12 passes and caught a team-high four passes 
for the Orange team. 

“It comes down to playing your 11 best,” 
Beckman said. 

© At any given time during a practice, Beckman 
will stop practice and holler “Make a Play!” Then two 
players will go one-on-one in a drill to determine 
awinner and a loser. 

“Everything we do is competitive,” Beckman said. 
“Stretching is competitive.” 

linois practiced at a rapid tempo under Ron Zook, 
but Beckman ratcheted up the pace even further. 

“We practice fast, man,” Beckman said. “If some- 
body ain't puking in practice, then something's prob- 
ably wrong.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“How Nathan Scheelhaase adjusts to yet 
another offensive scheme will be a critical fac- 
tor. | like Scheelhaase a lot. | think he is a quar- 
terback who can play in different systems. If it 
was a pro system, | think he would have a 
chance. He fit into last year's Paul Petrino- 
system. And | think he fits into this spread sys- 
tem under Tim Beckman. One of the things 
Nathan brings is flexibility as it relates to his 
talents. This isn't the only fit for him, but this is 
a good fit for him. 

“Overall, there's some significant talent to 
replace. | think Beckman will have a challenge 
early on until he gets his feet on the ground 
recruiting-wise. They played really good defense 
a year ago. It will be hard to duplicate that 
defensive effort.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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i Michael Buchanan 
Photo by Scott Boehm 
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this perhaps the team’s deepest position. 

“Four guys deserve to play,” Beck- 
man said. 

The offensive line offers more worries 
about depth and experience. Senior 
center Graham Pocic (26 career starts) 
and senior left guard Hugh Thornton (25 
starts) are the vets, but one might move 
to tackle to address a position led by two 
sophomores and two redshirt freshmen. 


DEFENSE 


New coordinator Tim Banks fared 
well in his final year at Cincinnati. His 
defense ranked second nationally in 
sacks (45), sixth nationally in rushing 
yards allowed and 20th in points al- 
lowed (20.3 per game). 

But Banks inherits a situation in 
which former coordinator Vic Koen- 


ning built a virtual cult among the 
Illini faithful. Illinois finished seventh 
nationally in total yards allowed and 
paced the Big Ten in sacks, tackles for 
loss and passing yards allowed. 

While the Illini no longer have 
national sacks leader Whitney Mercilus 
(first-round pick, Houston) and corner- 
back Tavon Wilson (second-round pick, 
New England), Banks can count on 
seven returning starters to help keep the 
Illini among the Big Ten’s elite. 

Senior defensive end Michael Bu- 
chanan, who posted 7.5 sacks and 13.5 
tackles for loss in Mercilus’ shadow 
last season, came to the fore during 
the spring when he earned the team’s 
Defensive MVP honors. 

“Sometimes he doesn’t realize how 
good he can be,” Beckman said. 

Junior nose tackle Akeem Spence is 
another veteran with All-Big Ten poten- 
tial, while returning tackle Glenn Foster 
bulked up to nearly 300 pounds. 

Junior Jonathan Brown is the only 
full-time returning starter among the 
linebackers. He shifts from the weak- 
side into the middle with hopes he can 
improve on last season’s 108 stops and 
19.5 tackles for loss. 

“He's a very good player, but I've been 
around defenses ranked top 5,” Beckman 
said. “It’s just the consistency deal (that 
remains) with him. He has those games 
where he makes every play. In one of our 
scrimmages, he had 15 tackles.” 

Sophomore Houston Bates (two starts 
in 2011) and senior Ashante Williams 
(three starts) will flank Brown. 

The secondary features four veterans 
in senior cornerbacks Terry Hawthorne 
and Justin Green, senior free safety Supo 
Sanni and junior Steve Hull. Hawthorne 
led the pack in production with three 
interceptions (including one returned for 
a touchdown in the Kraft Fight Hunter 
Bowl) and eight pass breakups. 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


DE Michael Buchanan 

Debated entering the NFL 
Draft after posting 7.5 sacks 
and 13.5 TFLs in 2011. ... Both 
totals ranked him among the 
top 10 in Big Ten. .. Delivered 
sacks in four straight games 
from Sept. 10 to Oct. 1... 
Earned the team’s Defensive 
MVP award this spring, which 
was determined before he produced a monstraus 4,5- 
sack, 12-tackle performance in the official spring game, .. 
His speed makes him a potential first-round pick in 2013, 


EMERGING STAR 
TE Jon Davis 
{inois' top recruit in the 
Class of 2011 caught just two 
passes in his first five games. 
Caught a touchdown pass in 
Week 6, which set the stage 
for a stretch in which he 
snagged 18 passes in six Big 
Ten games. ... The sopho- 
more’s combination of size 
(6-3, 230) and speed makes him a mismatch in the mold 
‘of some of Wisconsin's best pass-catching tight ends, ... 
Could serve as an occasional wideout for an offense 
long on tight ends, but short on receivers. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


Early enrollee was one of 
‘two freshmen to join illinois 
{or spring bal. ... He earned 
Fort Myers (Fla.) News-Press 
Defensive Player of the Year 
honors after piling up 166 
tackles, six sacks, five forced 
fumbles and two interceptions 
for Dunbar High School... 
Jumped on Illinois’ two-deep during spring ball at the 
“STAR” position, which is a linebacker/safety hybrid... 
Fuller (6-1, 190) delivered seven tackles, including two 
for loss, and two pass breakups during the spring game. 


2009 RANKINGS 2010 RANKINGS 2011 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND age 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK w Anke STATE 33-15 
Scoring 24.2 8t Scoring 32.5 26 | Scoring 22.6 ot W. SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 56-3 
Rushing 200.4 7 Rushing 246.1 abt Rushing 1717 4 Ww ARIZONA STATE 17-14 
Passing 193.1 87 Passing 151.0 W Passing 184.0 91 W WESTERN MICHIGAN 23-20 
Total 393.5 47 Total 397.1 45 Total 355.7 85 W NORTHWESTERN 38-35 
Ww at Indiana 41-20 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK i OHIO STATE TAT 
Scoring 30.2 96 Scoring 23.5 48 Scoring 19.6 15 iL at Purdue 14-21 
Rushing 154.4 76 Rushing 130.8 32 Rushing 123.9 26 L ‘at Penn State 70 
Passing 248.8 100 Passing 220.5 61 Pass 162.3 3 L MICHIGAN 14-31 
Total 403.3 a1 Total 351.3 38 Total 286.2 < L WISCONSIN 17-28 
L at Minnesota 7-27 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK Kraft Fight Hunger Bow! 
“4 - 0.33 83 +8 + 0.62 22 -6 - 0.46 95 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] W vs. UCLA 20-14 


2012 wwwulindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 97 


PLAYER 


CB Hawthorne to 
Return to WR Roots 


he 2009 Parade All-American panel de- 

clared Terry Hawthorne to be the nation’s 
best receiver in his class. Oklahoma, which 
would go on to play in the 2009 BCS Cham- 
pionship game, was among the high-profile 
schools that recruited Hawthorne to play re- 
ceiver. 

The East St. Louis, Ill., native chose to pursue 
his passion for pass-catching at Illinois ... but he 
has never enjoyed the chance to line up at wide- 
out in college. Until now. 

Hawthorne, who shifted to cornerback dur- 
ing August of his freshman year after projected 
starter Miami Thomas wrecked his knee, will be 
one of the rare athletes who gets to make a dif- 
ference on both sides of the ball. 

Hawthorne's homecoming began when Tim 
Beckman replaced Ron Zook as head coach in 
December. 

“Zook had offered me to go both ways, but 
said it was up to me and it never did happen,” 
Hawthorne said. 

Beckman took the decision out of Haw- 
thorne’s hands. 

“When Coach Beckman first got here, we 


PROFILE 


Terry Hawthorne 
Photo by Scott Boehm 


each had to talk with him, give a little back- 
ground of who we are and what we're about, 
Hawthorne said. “I told him my background was 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


One of the relatively hidden failures 


} of Ron Zook’s tenure was the regressing 
} special-teams play. 


The Illini ranked last nationally in 
kick returns (15.7-yard average) and 
118th out of 120 teams in punt returns 
(2.9-yard average) last season. Beck- 
man imported UCF’s Tim Salem, who 
coached some of the nation’s finest 
return teams, to fix these problems. 

Ryan Lankford was the primary punt re- 
turner last year, while Darius Millines has 
the most experience as a kick returner. 

Illinois finished 80th in net punting 
(35.7-yard average), but sophomore Jus- 
tin DuVernois showed marked improve- 


{ ment in the spring. Redshirt freshman 


} Taylor Zalewski and sophomore Nick 


at wide receiver. He said, ‘Well, | might give you : 


a shot this spring. 


Hawthorne spent the first 10 spring prac- : 
tices at cornerback to pick up new defensive : 
coordinator Tim Banks’ schemes, but then he : 
and fellow senior corner Justin Green (who 5 
arrived at Illinois as a running back) split the : 
final four sessions between offense and de- : 


fense. 
“We're just trying to find the best fits for the 
football team,” said Beckman, whose top return- 


ing receiver had 226 yards in 2011. “He's willing : 


to do what it takes to be the best cornerback and 
wide receiver.” 

Expect Hawthorne, who has five interceptions 
in 17 career starts at corner, to be in the split 
end rotation behind starter Darius Millines. Haw- 
thorne doesn’t expect his lack of repetitions over 
the last few years to keep him from producing. 
After all, he’s the guy who piled up 51 touch- 
downs for East St. Louis High School. He's the 
guy with the Parade All-America plaque for his 
receiving prowess. 


“If | score a touchdown on offense, then come : 


back and get an interception on defense,” Haw- 


thorne said, “I'm just going to act like I've been : 


there before.” 


Immekus, a pair of walk-ons, will battle 
to fill Derek Dimke’s considerable shoes. 
Dimke drilled 39 of 46 field-goal at- 
tempts (85 percent) during his career. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The opener against Western Michigan 
might not sound dangerous, but the 
Illini squeezed out a three-point home 
win last year over the Broncos, who 
retain star quarterback Alex Carder. The 
Week 2 trip to Arizona State is another 


; immediate challenge. 


There won't be anybody in the Big 


} Ten willing to trade for Illinois’ road 


slate: Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio State 
and a regular season-ending rivalry 
game against Northwestern. 

— Lindsey Willhite 


Date Opponent ‘11 Record 
Sept.1 WESTERN MICHIGAN 7-6 
Sept. 8 at Arizona State 6-7 
Sept. 15 CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 0-11 
Sept.22 LOUISIANA TECH 8-5 
Sept. 29 PENN STATE 9-4 
Oct. 6 at Wisconsin 11-3 
Oct. 13 at Michigan 11-2 
Oct. 27 INDIANA 1-11 
Nov. 3 at Ohio State 6-7 
Nov. 10 MINNESOTA 3-9 
Nov. 17 PURDUE 7-6 
Nov. 24 at Northwestern 6-7 
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» AKRON 


MACrank:10 Record: 1-11 


| ZIPS 


MAC record: 0-8 (6th, East) 


Stadium: InfoCision Stadium (30,000) 


“We don't have (65) people who fit 
Into our future, | believe.” 
— Terry Bowden, on his spring roster 


ZIPS at aGLANCE 


COACH: Terry Bowden ~ At Akron: Ist year, 

OVERALL: 140-62-2, 18 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Terry Bowden 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Amato 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 

LAST BOWL: 2005, Motor City 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 6 offense, S defense, kicker 


WR Marqueto Suel, WR Kelth Sconiers, DE Albert Presley, 


FS Devonte Morgan, KAJ. Fox 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Chisholm embraced the challenge from 
thernew coaching staf to become a more versatile tllback. The 
Zipshave talent at wide receiver, but a consistent running game fs 
‘needed to move the chains and un clock time. On defense, Presley 
‘was a bright spot inthe spring with hishigh motor and speed. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Zips simply don't have enough 
skill players to be a disruptive force on elther side of the ball 
Bowden stressed his frustration over Akron's tack of size on both 
the offensive and defensive lines. The Zips lett the spring with the 
‘quarterback spot wide open. 


OFFENSE 

New coach Terry Bowden installed a no-huddle 
attack to help generate some offense. The Zips, who 
won only two games in the last two years, averaged 
14.2 points and 277.8 yards per game in 2011. 

Akron's shortage of skill players at running back 
and wide receiver has been one of the key reasons 
for the program’s derailment since winning the 
2005 MAC championship. 

Senior quarterback Dalton Williams is battling 


for the starting job after transferring from Stephen 
F. Austin. Williams’ knowledge of the spread 
offense gives him the upper hand over returning 
starter Clayton Moore. Bowden failed to name 

a starter after spring practice. 

The line underwent a complete reconstruction 
process, but it gains some depth with the return 
of Vinnie Rizzo and Mitch Straight from injuries, 

Tailback Jawon Chisholm is coming off a solid 
freshman season. The Zips have a seasoned group 
of wide receivers in Marquelo Suel, A.J. Price and 
Keith Sconiers to help run the new offense, Suel 
and Sconiers combined for 81 receptions for 
1,056 yards and nine touchdowns last season. 


DEFENSE 

Akron’s defense — and team leadership — 
suffered a major blow when senior star middle 
linebacker Brian Wagner decided to transfer to 
Arizona. Wagner, the nation’s top returning tackler, 
recorded 130-plus tackles in each of his three 
seasons at Akron. 

Veteran coordinator Chuck Amato brings 
experience and a tough attitude to the defense, but 
Amato can’t create miracles for a unit that lost its 
best player after allowing 385 points last season. 
In the spring, Amato stressed creating turnovers 
and putting pressure on the quarterback. The Zips 
registered just two interceptions and a paltry 
11 sacks last year, 

Defensive ends Nico Caponi and John Griggs 
are experienced, but the Zips have some youth at 
the tackle positions. Senior Troy Gilmer takes over 
Wagner's middle linebacker spot, fanked by sopho- 
mores Jamar Williams and Justin March, 

The secondary is another area of concern, but 
cornerback Bill Alexander is coming off a good 
spring to team up with senior cornerback Em- 
manuel Lartey. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

AJ. Fox made all eight of his field-goal attempts 
last year, but Bowden said the position was atill 
open for competition after the spring, Freshman 
Zach Paul is a leading candidate to win the punting 
job, with Zack Campbell exhausting his eligibility. 

‘The returning jobs must see improvement after 
the Zips averaged 17.6 yards per kickoff return and 
423 yards per punt last year. 


OVERVIEW 

Bowden is not afraid of ruffling some feathers in 
pointing out Akon's lack of talent, size and speed. 
‘The spread offense will help put some much needed 
pressure on opposing teams. Bowden made a good 
impression on players with his personality and dedi- 
cation to restoring the program, Bowden planned to 
add some junior college players or late transfers in 
the summer to help bolster the talent level. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Albert Presley: The junior college product dis- 
played quality speed off the edge, with good inside 


moves, causing fits for Akron’s offensive linein the 
spring, "He's got to be disciplined, but he does have 
theability, That's what we're looking for,” Amato said, 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2011 RESULTS 2012 SCHEDULE 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
QB 13 | Dalton Willams 
‘44 | Jawon Chishotm* 
15 | Marquelo Suel* 
3 | Ad-Pricet 
35 | Keith Sconiers* 
18 | WillFleming 
76 | Jarrod Pughsley 
Vinnie Rizzo 
65 | AdamBicet 
‘Travis Switzer 
Mitch Straight 


John Griggs* 
Dajour Mons 

Cody Grice 

‘Nico Caponi* 
Jamar Willams 
‘Troy Gilmer* 

Justin March, 

Bill Alexander 
Emmanuel Lartey* 
Josh Richmond 
DevonteMorgan* 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 17 | AdFox* 
p38 | Zach Paul 


* Returning Starters In Bold 


‘Aug. 30 
Sept.8 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct.6 
Oct.13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov.3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 20 


L at Ohio State 
L TEMPLE 

i at Cincinnati 

w vi 

L at Eastern Michigan 
L FIU 

i OHIO 

L CENTRAL MICHIGAN, 
L at Miami (OH) 

L KENT STATE 

L at Buffalo 

L 


at Western Michigan 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring u 
Rushing 

Pass 


PER GAME 
42 
nes 
1633 
7718 


PER GAME 
385 
219.6 
2076 
Total 4212 


TOMARGIN PER GAME 
“9 075 


By Bob Narang 


at FIU 


MORGAN STATE 
at Tennessee 


MIAMI (OH) 


BOWLING GREEN 


at Ohio 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Central Michigan 
atKent State 
MASSACHUSETTS, 


at Toledo 


0-42 
3-41 
14-59 
36-13, 
23-31 
7-27 
20-37 
22-23 
3-35 
3-35 
10-51 
19-68 


RANK 
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INDIANA 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Seth Littrell 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
1-11 overall, 0-8 Big Ten (6th, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Kevin Wilson — At Indiana and overall: 
1-11, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
17; 8 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Tre Roberson, RB Stephen Houston, 
WR Kofi Hughes, C Will Matte, 

DT Adam Replogle, DT Larry Black Jr., 
LB David Cooper, S Mark Murphy 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

IU should score capably against most foes, 
providing the line performs adequately after 
graduating both tackles. Roberson proved to 
be a precocious dual-threat quarterback as 
a true freshman. Houston looked like a Big 
Ten back. The receiving corps remains capa- 
ble. The defensive tackle position is strong, 
experienced and deep. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Indiana's defense was horrid last season and 
remains a huge question mark. The young 
Hoosiers mounted almost no pass rush, 
couldn't disguise their blitzes, didn’t tackle 
well, blew assignments galore and were slow. 
The infusion of junior college transfers might 
help, as may a few true freshmen, but proba- 
bly not enough. 


KEY LOSSES: 
OT Andrew McDonald, OT Justin Pagan, 
LB Jeff Thomas, LB Leon Beckum 


OVERVIEW: 
Kevin Wilson could hardly have had a more 
deflating debut as a head coach. IU was the 
only team from a BCS automatic qualifying 
conference that failed to post a win over any 
FBS foe last fall. But no team played as many 
true freshmen and redshirt freshmen (32) as 
IU did, either. With all that youth, the Hoosiers 
can really only go in one direction — up. 


100 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Doug Mallory, Mike Ekeler 


ROOSTERS 


For more coverage of the Hoosiers, visit indiana.rivals.com 


STADIUM: 


Bloomington Forecast: Some Wins Moving In? 


fter a series of spectacularly 
As spring days, a full week's 

worth of perfect football weath- 
er, it rained torrents on the afternoon 
Indiana conducted its annual Cream 
and Crimson intrasquad game. 

But IU football is accustomed to ad- 
dressing affliction, whether manifested 
meteorologically or in more nefarious 
forms. Coach Kevin Wilson simply 
adjourned his Hoosiers to Mellencamp 
Pavilion, their adjacent indoor facility, 
where they completed a spirited contest. 

And, after all, with lightning accom- 
panying the downpour, it wouldn't 
have served anybody’s interests to have 
a few hundred of the program’s most 
loyal fans fried on Memorial Stadium’s 
metal bleachers. 

Just how many fannies IU might see in 
those bleachers this fall is an open ques- 
tion after Wilson’s debut season at the 
Hoosier helm, a definite downer at 1-11. 

Not that realistic Indiana fans didn’t 
expect some rain to fall, metaphorically, 
during the transition to a new coaching 
staff attempting to change IU’s football 
culture. And such was the contrast in 
overt style from predecessor Bill Lynch to 


Wilson that it amounted to culture shock. 


But there are reasons to believe 
Wilson has assembled coaches worth 
buying into. 

Combined, they have coached in 
67 bowl games, including 21 BCS 
bowls and seven national champion- 
ship games. They know what big-boy 
winning football looks like. And if they 
didn’t see much resembling that from 
the Hoosiers last fall, especially on de- 
fense, part of it was due to youth. 

Newcomers such as quarterback Tre 
Roberson and tailback Stephen Houston 
showed considerable promise, however. 
Underclassmen accounted for 100 percent 
of IU’s rushing scores (18), completions 
(211), passing yards (2,393) and passing 


TDs (10) — not to mention more than 
99 percent of its total yards, rushing yards, 
rushing attempts and kick return yards. 

Indiana fans could also find potential 
solace considering the case of another 
former coordinator whose first head- 
coaching job came at a then-struggling 
Big Ten program. Barry Alvarez went 
1-10 during his first season at Wisconsin 
in 1990. He followed that with succes- 
sive 5-6 seasons before breaking through 
in Year Four with a 10-1-1 mark. 

Kirk Ferentz had a similar pattern at 
Iowa, starting 1-10 with the Hawkeyes in 
1999, then going 3-9, 7-5 and 11-2. Indi- 
ana fans can point more directly to Bill 
Mallory, who went 0-11 during his first 
season with the Hoosiers in 1984. He fol- 
lowed up with 4-7, 6-6 and 8-4, inaugurat- 
ing a run of five bowls in six years for IU. 

Time will tell whether Wilson can 
match those impressive turnarounds. And 
he'll likely get time to try. Athletic director 
Fred Glass gave him a seven-year contract. 


OFFENSE 


Indiana and Arizona swapped of- 
fensive coordinators, with Mike Leach 
disciple Seth Littrell now in Blooming- 
ton, hoping to improve the Hoosiers’ 
passing game. 

Arizona completed more passes (398) 
than IU even attempted (378) last season. 
Wilson isn’t necessarily planning to 
pass that much more often, but he wants 
to pass more efficiently. IU runs a spread 

that should prompt robust completion 
percentages, with many of the shorter 
patterns being virtual handoffs, but the 
Hoosiers connected on just 56 percent 
of their passes last year. Wilson feels that 
number should be closer to 70. 

Sophomore Tre Roberson, the first true 
freshman to start at quarterback in Indi- 
ana history, took the helm for five games 
last fall and finished with 937 yards pass- 
ing and 426 rushing. He often exhibited 
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dazzling dual-threat potential, but Wilson 
and Littrell want more consistency and 
accuracy in Roberson’s throws and reads. 

“| think Tre’s doing great at quar- 
terback,” Wilson said after the spring 
game. “He had a heck of a spring. 
(Junior college transfer) Cam Coffman’s 
going to make it a competition, which 
is good. That's not a threat. That's not a 
putdown. I love the way Tre’s growing.” 

Wilson also cited highly touted 
incoming freshman Nate Sudfeld, a 6-5 
Californian, as a guy who could quickly 
get in the signal-calling mix, 

After the Hoosiers lost out on even 
more highly touted Gunner Kiel (who. 
initially committed to IU, then LSU, then 
ended up at Notre Dame), Sudfeld was 
a welcome addition to the recruiting class 
after he was initially recruited to Arizona 
by Littrell. And Wilson already has shown 
he has no prohibitive qualms about play- 
ing a true freshman quarterback. 

IU’s quarterbacks will have a potent 


receiving corps out of the spread. Junior 
flanker Kofi Hughes is a playmaker. 
Cody Latimer and Jamonne Chester are 
rangy athletes with starting experience. 
Shane Wynn is a speedy slot man. Du- 
wyce Wilson missed the spring, recover- 
ing from knee surgery, but is potentially 
the best of the bunch. 

Tight end Ted Bolser, who had 
a bounce-back spring, could emerge 
as a major force in Littrell’s scheme. 

Stephen Houston surfaced to average 
5.3 yards on 151 carries last fall from 
IU’s one-back sets. D'Angelo Roberts, 
shifty and tough, and Isaiah Roundtree, 
a swift Morehead State transfer who had 
a spectacular spring game, are the back- 
ups. Watch out for incoming freshman 
Tevin Coleman. 

Offensive line coach Greg Frey 
worked wonders last season, forging a 
functional unit while deploying several 
freshmen, including starting guards 
Bernard Taylor and Collin Rahrig. Will 


Matte is entering his fourth season as 
the starting center, having started the 
first 32 games of his IU career before 
injury temporarily intervened, 


DEFENSE 


Indiana was last, by sizable margins, 
in the Big Ten in scoring defense (37.3 
points per game) and total defense 
(458.7 yards per game). 

So it was no accident that five of 
Indiana's six junior college players who 
enrolled for the spring semester were 
ticketed for defense. And that doesn’t 
count cornerback Antonio Marshall, 
who was set to arrive in the summer 
with considerable plaudits out of 
Georgia Military College. 

Tt was music to IU fans’ ears when 
Wilson, having viewed the spring’s first 
scrimmage, proclaimed that the defense 
already looked as good as or better than 
it had at any point the previous fall. 

At the end of the spring, Wilson sai: 


Stephen Houston 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Tre Roberson* So, Will swift dual-threat develop more as a passer? Cam Coffman, So. 
RB__ Stephen Houston* Jr. Emerged as a bona fide Big Ten back at 5.3 ypo. D'Angelo Roberts, So. 
WR Kofi Hughes* Jt. Former OB is a great athlete; makes plays all over field. Duwyce Wilson, Jr. 
WR Cody Latimer So. Tall and talented; surfaced last season before injury, __Jamonne Chester, J.” 
WR Shane Wynn So. Slot and return man: 1,249 all-purpose yards in 2011. Nick Stoner, So. 
TE__TedBolser Jt Rebounded in the spring aftera sophomore slump. __Charles Love lll, Sr 
UT Charlie Chapman Jr. New man at crucial spot; had a solid spring. Gregory Lewis, Fr. 
LG Bernard Taylor* So. __ Impressed asa true freshman; could be a star. Bill Ivan, So. 
Cc Will Matte" Sr Four-year starter; calls the shots for a young line. Collin Rahrig, So. 
RG__ Collin Rahrig* So. Undersized but tough walk-on; coaches love him. Cody Evers, So, 
RT__ Peyton Eckert™ So. Started six games and appeared in eight as a true frosh, Pete Bachman, So. 
K___ Mitch Ewald” Jt___Heis six of 11 from 40-plus yards in his career. Nick Freeland, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 

SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 

STARTER YR, COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Bobby Richardson* So. Started last six games as true frosh, with three sacks. _ Javon Cornley, Jr. 
DT___Adam Replogle* St Four-year starter and anchor inside. Nick Stiger, St. 
DT Larry Black Jr.* Sr.__Tied with Replogle with 15.5 career TFLs. Adarius Rayner, Fr. 
DE Ryan Phillis* ‘So.__Has added 30 pounds; missed spring with injury. dustin Rayside, Jr. 
LB Chase Hoobler* So. Made BTN All-Frosh Team; two sacks vs. Ohio State. _ Mike Replogle, So. 
LB David Cooper So. JC transfer wowed in the spring; almost instant starter. Griffen Dahlstrom, Jr. 
LB Jacarri Alexander Jr JC transfer who should start when IU playsits 4-3. __Kyle Kennedy, Fr. 
CB Lawrence Barnett” Jt. Had steadier spring; six PBUS last fall; versatile, Michael Hunter, So. 
CB Greg Heban* Jr. Came to 1U for baseball; two INTs, six PBUs in 2011. _ Kenny Mullen, So. 
S___Mark Murphy" So.__ Second on team with 76 tackles as true freshman. _-Ryan Thompson, Jr. 
$ Alexander Webb Sr Played with (didn't reveal) broken arm vs. Ohio State. Drew Hardin, So. 
P Mitchell Voss Jr One of several walk-ons vying for the job. Erich Toth, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 
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Tevin Coleman Kevin Davis Antonio Marshall 
Indiana was racking Hailing from The junior college 
up good numbers in Indianapolis power transfer played a sea- 


son at lowa Western 
before transferring to 
Georgia Military 
College. At both stops 
he made significant 
impacts on defense 
and special teams, 
and now he brings 
that playmaking ability 
to Indiana. A mid-year 
enrollee, Marshall also 
had the benefit of 
practicing with the 
Hoosiers in the spring. 


its 2012 class, but 
they needed a head- 
liner. They found that 
in Coleman, The 6-1, 
202-pound back has 
the size, the speed 
and the power to be 
an every-down back 
in the Big Ten and 
open up the rest of 
the offense for future 
Hoosier ball clubs. 


Warren Central High, 
the 5-11, 175-pound 
Davis provides not 
only a downfield 
threat for the 
Hoosier's passing 
game, but gives them 
another in at one of 
their home state's top 
programs. Davis is 
one of two prospects 
Indiana signed out of 
Warren Central in the 
2012 class. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Name HL Wt Hometown School 
Jacam Alexander 1B 61 231 0 Fort lowa Central C.C. 
All-conference selection ... Recorded 78 tackles, six sacks, 4.5 tackles for loss, three 
forced fumbles and two fumble recoveries in 2011...Had 27 tackles with three sacks 
and two tackles for loss in 2010....Enrolled at Indiana in January. 


Pos Stars 


Jacob Balley Oo 65 25 0 Carmel, IN Cathedral 
All-state selection as a junior and senior...Chose Indiana over Ball State, Bowling 
Green, Miami (Ohio), Northern Illinois, Temple, Toledo and Western Michigan. 


Dimitric Camiel Oo 67 ‘Houston, TX Westfield 
Helped lead team that rushed ‘are 3, ft yards in 2011 and won the region champion- 
site, Ghose Indiana over Arizona State, Kansas, Mississippi State, Tulane, Utah State 
lyoming. 


Cameron Cottman 08 62 191 © Yuma, AZ ‘Arizona Westem C0. 
Threw for 2,244 yards and 21 touchdowns in 2011...Enrolled at Indiana in January. 


Tevin Coler B 6 m2 oO ‘Oak Forest, IL ak Forest} 
Rated as the No, 12 prospect in Illinols by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 37 
running back. 


David Cooper B HH 2 oO Cotteyville, KS Coffeyville C.c. 
Had 102 tackles, 13 tackles for loss, two sacks and one interception in 2011...Enrolled 


at Indiana in January, 


Caleb Comet WR 63 175 © 
Had 47 receptions for 740 yards and si 
all-state selection. 


Indianapolis, IN 
ichdowns as a senior...Honorable mention 


Kevin Davis WR &1l 17% ©} 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Indiana 
wide receiver. 


AIndiananolis, IN Warren Central 
Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 84 


Dan Feeney OL 64 32 OOO Oifand Par, IL Sandburg 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 49 
offensive guard. 


Dawson Fletcher = DB 10 OO ‘West Chester, OH Lekota West 
Had 66 tackles, one sack, 6.5 tackles for loss, one interception, one forced fumble and 
‘one fumble recovery as a senior...Earned first-team all-conference honors. 


Ralphael Green n 65 ° ‘San Antonio, TX ‘Sam Houston | 
Four-year starter and three-time all-area selection. .. Recorded 57 tackles, 7.5 sacks and 
21 tackles for loss as a senior. 


‘Shawn Heffem wu oO Camel, IN Carmel) 
Rated as the No. % nee in Indiana by Rivals.com... Recorded 72 tackles, 
6.5 sacks, 13 tackles for loss, two forced fumbles and one interception as a senior. 


THE SLEEPER 


Jason Spriggs 
Many programs hesi- 
tated to recruit the 
6-7, 265-pound 
Spriggs because they 
were not sure wheth- 
er he was going to fit 
at tight end or offen- 
sive tackle, or stay a 
“tweener. As he con- 
tinued to develop 
physically, though, 
Spriggs showed he 
had the frame to play 
the offensive tackle 
position, while stil 
being able to move. 


2013 NEEDS: the 2012 class added 
bodies across the board forthe Hoosiers, but only the 
quarterback additions set them up for long-term depth. 
Most important in the 2013 class will be adding depth 
and talent to the defensive backfield. After tat, lok for 
‘the Hoosiers to add bodies on both the offensive and 
defensive lines. Seven of the Hoosiers 2012 class addi- 
tions were junior college transfers. They added the nec 
essary immediate depth, but head coach Kevin Wilson 
will look for more long term stability in 2013, 

By Josh Helmholdt/Rvals.com 


Hometown 


Jones WR 510 170 ° ‘Sarasota, FL. Booker| 
Had 58 receptions for 897 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior... Three-time all-area 
and all-district selection. 


Tanner Keams TE 65 2 OO OH 
Had 20 receptions for 206 yards and three touchdowns as a senior... 


Lexington 
in Finished his 
career with 47 catches for 482 yards and six TDs. 


‘Adam Kranda ©00 _ New Castle, IN New 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Indiar Rivals.com... Three-time all-area and all- 
conference selection. 


‘Nick Mangieri DE 65 2% OOO Dunlap, it 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com, .,Rated as the nation's No, 31 
|weakside defensive enc 


‘Antonio Marshall §=6 DB. S11 190 © Milledgeville, GA Georgia Military College 
Rated as the nation’s No. 32 junior colboe prospect by Rivals.com...Had 44 tackles, 
six tackles for loss and one interception in 2010, 


Justin Rayside 0 6 B1 OO Riverside, CA Riverside CC. | 
Had 45 tackles, 6.5 sacks and 12 tackles for loss in 2011...Enrolled at Indiana in January. 


‘Wes Rogers O 64 25 Indianapolis, IN Lawrence Central 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 8 
offensive center. 


© Elkhart, IN Concord Community 
les for loss as a senior. ..All-state selection. 


Nathan Sudteld ©00 Modesto, CA ‘Modesto Christian 
Rated as the No. 0 Prose in iGelfoma by Rivals.com... Threw for 2,332 yards with 
31 touchdowns (two rushing) and six interceptions as a senior. 


Ryan Thompson = 0B 10.190 Nawamba Cc, 
Heaet tered oi aioe fb oes os neice bs toe ace bake gd 
fumble recovery in 2011 ...Enrolled at Indiana in January. 


‘Alex Todd nT 63 25 ° ‘Streetsboro, OH ‘Streetsboro} 
Had 30 tackles, two tackles for loss, two forced fumbles, two fumble recoveries and 
‘one interception as a senior. 


Jordan Wallace Bb 2 Indianapolis, IN ‘Warren Central 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com... Had 68 tackles, three sacks, 
10 tackles for loss, two forced fumbles and one interception as a senior. 


Tregg Waters iB Ff 1% oO Glendale, AZ Glendale C.C. 
Had 56 tackles, one tackle for loss and one sack in 2011...Enrolled at Indiana in January. 
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HOOSIERS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


No. Name Ch. wn __No. Name Pos. Ht Wt Cl. Hometown Indiana's football team worked with The Program, 
fa team-building and leadership-development outtit, 
‘© JacanAtxondor 18 6-41 251 Je __WinterHovn, FL. 85 Chats Love! TE 63243 Sz, Memphis,TW ikea the Staeoais Ta eons Heats ER 
57 PeteBachman OL 65 281 So, —_—_Gincinnati, OH © 60 Will Matte © 62 20 S, Wheaton, I players was enthusiastic. 
23 Lawrence Bamett CB 5-10 194 Jr. Fort Wayne = 15. Jay McCants WR 6-4 215 So. Cincinnati, OH The Program was created by Eric Kapitulik, a for- 
mer Navy lacrosse player and special operations 
21 LoviBockott WR 5-11 193 Ful, ( ue _ 
AT ced YE lal EL Indionols | officer in the Marines, whose team of former athletes 
7 Lamy lack. OT 6-2 310 Sr. Cina, OH 55 Jake Michalek LB 62239 So, —_—idlotian IL and military men put clients through grueling physical 
25 David Blackwell RB 6-1 213 Jr Bloomington 22 Kenny Mullen «CB «+10 178 So, Fort Wayne and psychological exercises designed to buoy cama- 
| - f raderie, toughness and initiative. 
83. Tod Bose TE 66 255 Je Cincinnati, } "| Fee si 
x ai seat QP tated SE sail The IU men’s basketball team has also utilized The 
45 _Dimitvius Car-Watson FB 6-1 239 28 Justin Nowak OB 6-0 188 So, South Bend Program, and Kevin Wilson's football Hoosiers 
89 Miko Carter = FBG 216, Jeffersonville 24 Matt Perez RB 5-11 232 So, Park Ridge, Ik wouldn't mind emulating the sort of turnaround Tom 
74 Charlo Chapman OT 6-6 308 J, South Rockwood, MI 88 Paul Philips «TE 65 247 So, _Darmestown, MD SIRaI STOOD AIT SR a Se f 
% Jamonne Chester WR 6-2 207 Jt Detroit, MI. 25. ‘Ryan Pils DE 63 252 So, Boardman, OH ‘overtures from other programs during the offseason, 
2 Cameron Coffman QB 6-2 191 So. Pocullar, MO 64. Collin Rahrig OL 62 263 So, South Bond including one that would have meant a $200,000 
telco 61 2 UR nt m2 mR wn | AS,DUINOV OED Sty 
%4 Javon Covnley DE 6-5 244 ——_—Columbus,0H 92 JustinRayside DE 63251 dh orona, CA of his assistants. “They love the place, love having 
49 Griffon Dahistrom LB 6-3 223 Jr, Coatesville 38 Cameron Razzano CB 5-9 184 So, Rochester their families here, and the families like it, too. They 
2% Anthony Davis RB 6-0 187 $0, —_—_Indlanapols. 90 $0, Columbus RS) vou ea aca Serio MAt Bel ey 
— — - — — —— ee think we're going to win.’ 
m1 18 G4) 283 bo, Phoonix,AZ 90 mu _Daltas, TX © IU football has some good hoopsters, Defensive 
OL 6-6 282 So, Arlington Heights, tL 98 Adam Replogle DT 6-3 288 Sr, Centerville, ON backs Lawrence Barnett and Kenny Mullen played 
are ial Rca aaT Dicdaaeeke aa Min talkie (as fae adds Ee nad on Indiana’s Class 2A state championship basketball 
62 Ralston E OL 64 905 Fe Indianapolis 46 Mike Replogle LB 6-2 225 So, _Contervii, OH 
= _ sen eles mens teams at Fort Wayne Luers with current Ohio State 
76 CotyEvers LG 906 So, Lite Chute, WI 95 Bobby Richardson DE 63 274 So, Tampa, FL hoops standout Deshaun Thomas, 
16 Mitch Ewald K 5-10 172 Je Naperville, IL Tre Roberson 0B 6-0 183 So, Indianapolis David Blackwell played for Bloomington South's 
99 Nick Frocland = KP 6-0 201 Sr, Inanapolis 20. ’Angolo Roberts RB §-10 189 So, Bloomington undefeated 2009 Class 4A state champs eae 
rm rs current IU point guard Jordan Hulls, Incoming fresh- 
EM al AME A al Sod A, Mit a a ED IIE ES man Shawn Heffern played on Carmel's 4A state title 
Se ori AI 008 SEZ RN LT 99 PTAA ATI SS eats 9 Pete as Marca 
9 Grog Heban BGT 185 dr, Muncie 33. Zack Shaw DE 6-3 239 Fr Coshocton, OH * A school record 24 Indiana football players 
=F - - anne earned Academic All-Big Ten honors last year. 
87 Lonolltimes DL Bt 208 So, Plymouth 75 Nichola Stger OT 63 290, Clooro PSVasIGH' Rowmnt€eeya\ eoshoniore raster, tlle 
tase Roebiae Se LBS RIS 0S Dervis OH) 614 Nick Stoner: WH 8110580, back from Morehead State, who had a dazzling 
12 Stephon Houston RB 6-0 222 Jr, ttle Rock,AR «73 Bernard Taylor ~=»sOL. «22M S0, 63-yard TD run in the spring's Cream and Crimson 
= = 7 if TTT, game, was named scout team Player of the Week five 
13 KoliHughes = WR 6-2 2H dt Indlanapols 43 Ishmael Thomas LB 6-5 222 So, | Sires ect fall Hewes a fnghv choo! teartmatal ot 
17 Michaol Hunter CB 6-1 177 So, ___—_Monroe,LA 19 AyanThompson—§—S-10 190 Je——_—Pntotoe, MS quarterback Tre Roberson at Lawrence Central. 


Wan Charlevoix, Mi Indianapolis * Sophomore receiver Nick Stoner ran the anchor 

5, ta aaa ao i Vaparae | [29 for Indiana's 4x10-meter relay team that finished 
= S a - — second in the Big Ten Track & Field Championships in 
seedless MEM else Se _Phoenis,aZ_| May, He led off the 4x400-meter team that was third. 


68 David Kaminski OL «6-4 278 Fr, ~—Strongsville, OH ~—27_ Alexander Webb 8 ‘Sr. ‘Mequon, Wi © Mark Murphy's father, Mark, was enshrined in 


‘the Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame in 1998 after 


St WyeKemedy 86324 fends 6 nis _¢8_6.0._163_ Lawrence | tatty for the Pack from 1980 
68 JoroiKilew —OL_&8 270% __—Kissinmoe,FL_—1_‘DuwycoWison WA 63 187 sk ——Cohmbus_| through 1991. 

96 John Lahinon ‘DE 4 242 So, Mequon, 1ShaneWiynn—=«WR 6-7 156 So, Cleveland, OM 

24 Landoulany 08511 164 So, —_—_Merivile 0 LoganYoung WR 63.210 Sa Mun AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 

3 Cody Latimer WR 6-3 208 So. Dayton, OH 40 Matt Zakreewski FB 6-2 244 So, Traverse City, MI “One of the real positives coming out of 2011 
7 Grgory Lows OL 65 283 Fe ForkLavoral FL 21 oho Zupancle S611 205 So, _Indanpol was Tre Roberson, He's a guy who Kevin Wilson 


can build an offense around. It's much like when 
quarterback Kellen Lewis was at Indiana. What 
happened when Lewis was there was that they 


&P Effic Cmp Att Int Pot Yards TD Long Auy/ 


E,Wright-Baker 6 119, 534 s 
G) PASSING Teese eer aE any tere a ea didn’t have to have everybody blocked: they didn’t 
E s: have to be perfect. Against the teams that they 
Ee en oP ha Yards Avg = TD Long Avg/6 were as good as, Lewis could win the game virtu- 
ON” eernain Me RCE, Uhre ally by himself. | think Roberson approaches that. 
- D.Belcher 6 25 286 114 #1 65 477 So Kevin Wilson's success in 2012 may be how Tre 
a Roberson plays. 
=" Reet bs us ed a | nm in be ‘gles “It was a tough year last year defensively. If they 
Q  pusnine TRoberson 9 109 529 103 426 39 2 34 473 PERT ETS Up, tay Cena He MU, ey 
= D.Roberts 11 61 277 14 263 43 4 3 239 going to put their defense on the field? The defense 
s ss obviously needs to improve, and to improve, it 
Qa Tackles: aes 80, M. Murphy 76, G. Heban 62 needs the offense to possess the ball for more time 
2 er Leapens Nr ie tay es Uyeda than it did in 2011." 

Interceptions: G. Heban 2, M. Murphy 1, A.Webb 1, F. Hardin 1 — Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


104 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


Kofi Hughes 
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S 


“The two best things in the spring were 
much better alignments and better 
tackling. The structure of our defense 
was cleaner. We were in the right places 
much more consistently, with the 
proper leverage and angles that creates. 

“Our tackling was better, in part, just 
because those same (returning) guys are 
coming back bigger and stronger now, 
but also because we're just in better posi- 
tion to make those tackles. We still have 
a lot of work to do, but we do see some 
movement in a positive direction.” 

IU’s defense is strongest, deepest and 
most experienced in its interior line. 


Senior tackles Larry Black Jr, and Adam 
Replogle, prospective four-year starters, 
had 5.5 and 7 tackles for loss respec- 
tively last season. They are ably backed 
by classmate Nick Sliger. 

At virtually every other defensive 
spot, the Hoosiers are searching for 
something better. 

Bobby Richardson and Ryan Phillis 
got lots of starts at end but need to 
provide more pass rush off the edge. 
The Hoosiers had just 18 sacks last 
season. IU plays a lot of nickel, but 
junior college linebackers David Cooper 
and Jacarri Alexander could both start 
alongside returnee Chase Hoobler when 
the Hoosiers are in their 4-3. 

The secondary, usually full of fresh- 
men last season, was an unmitigated 
disaster much of the time. 

Lawrence Barnett needs to keep 
developing the improved consistency 
he showed in the spring at corner. Greg 
Heban, who walked on from the IU 
baseball team and earned a scholarship, 
started at the other corner last fall, but 
he or Barnett could be challenged by 
Marshall and others. 

Mark Murphy showed moxie and 
mettle even while naturally subject to 
some mistakes as a true freshman safety. 
Alex Webb, who played through a bro- 
ken arm to post a career-high 11 tackles 
at Ohio State, started at the other safety 
spot down the stretch. Brothers Drew 
and Forisse Hardin, both of whom had 
starts last fall are in the picture. So are 
junior college transfers Ryan Thompson. 
and Tregg Waters. 

Speaking of those transfers on de- 
fense, Wilson said: “We'll play all those 
guys. They bring energy.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Mitch Ewald enters his junior season 
as Indiana’s career leader in field-goal 
percentage (29 of 35, 82.9). He has 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Stephen Houston 

Houston's 711 yards in eight 
Big Ten starts last season 
were the most for a Hoosier in 
league action since BenJarvus 
Green-Ellis posted 784 in 
2003... Averaged 5.5 yards 
per carry in conference play. 

Fumbled once in 151 car- 

ries and 170 total touches. 
Has power and speed, with touchdown bursts of 
67 yards against Wisconsin and 52 yards against 
Purdue. ... Caught 17 passes for 164 yards. 


EMERGING STAR 
WR Kofi Hughes 
Terific all-around athlete, 
and former star high schoo! 
‘quarterback at Indianapolis 
Cathedral, led 1U in receptions 
last season as a sophomore. 
He had 35 catches for 536 
yards and three touchdowns. 
‘Aiso rushed 27 times for 
162 yards... Had eight catch- 
for 147 yards (and a 34-yard TD) at Ohio State, 
‘A smart, tough playmaker all over the field. .. Was four- 
time IU Special Teams Player of the Week as a freshman, 
when he made 14 tackles on coverage units, 


TOP NEWCOMER 
LB David Cooper 


Mid-year junior college 
transfer stepped into a start- 
ing linebacker job in the 
spring... Had 102 tackles, 
two sacks and 13 tackles for 
loss last fall at Coffeyville 
(Kan) CC. ... Redshirted in 
2010, so he has three seasons 
of eligibility remaining, .. He 
and fellow junior college transfer LB Jacarri Alexander 
could be starters, “He and Jacarr bring instincts, speed, 
athleticism, physicality, some swagger, the whole nine 
yards," assistant coach Mark Hagen said this spring. 


Photos by Nie Dicbernd, 1 Altice 
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Black Jr. Adopting 
Role of Team Leader 
\ hen Larry Black Jr., played his first snaps 

of college football as a freshman defensive 
tackle at Indiana, he found an infusion of confi- 
dence and guidance by simply looking toward 
either end of the defensive line. 

Greg Middleton had broken the school single- 
season record and led the nation with 16 sacks 
in 2007. Jammie Kirlew, who would finish tied 
for third in career sacks and second in career 
tackles for loss at IU, was destined for the NFL. 

“My freshman year, my first start ever was 
with them, with Kirlew and Middleton,” Black 
recalled. “I was so nervous, but just being out 
there with those two guys helped. 

“| got a sack and two tackles for loss in that 
game (a win over Eastern Kentucky), and I'll 
never forget how they helped me, how good it 
felt to play alongside them. | looked up to those 
guys so much.” 

Now it's role-reversal for Black, the fifth-year 
senior hoping to help guide and inspire a very 
young Indiana defense. The projected starters 
flanking him at defensive ends, Bobby Richard- 
son and Ryan Phillis, were among seven fresh- 


SHOOTER 


: never missed in 63 PAT tries. 


Ewald is looking to add length to 
his kickoffs. Senior Nick Freeland, who 
previously handled kickoff duty, is back 
from a season lost to injury. 

The punting situation is more problem- 
atic. Wilson seems disinclined to expend 
a scholarship on the position. Mitchell 
Voss, one of many walk-ons in the punt- 
ing picture, was No. 1 in the spring. 

IU’s coverage units have traditionally 
suffered from the program's chronic 
lack of depth, with little speed and tal- 
ent left over for special teams. Wilson 
feels recent above-par recruiting classes 
(by IU standards at least) should help. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

This fall’s docket doesn’t look espe- 
cially conducive to a breakthrough. 
The 2013 schedule, with its eight home 
games, seems a better bet. 

IU’s 2012 conference home games 


are all against perennial powers — 


Ohio State, Michigan State, Wisconsin 
and Iowa — while league foes perhaps 
closer to the Hoosiers’ current level are 
road assignments. 

Still, those Big Ten home games may 
give Indiana a better shot to pull off a 


: truly eyebrow-raising, program-igniting 


men to earn starts for IU's defense last fall. 

“Young guys like Richardson, Adarius Rayner 
and Javon Cornley are looking to me now,” Black 
said. “I have to show the right way to approach 
things, on and off the field.” 

On the field, Black and fellow starting de- 
fensive tackle Adam Replogle enter their senior 
campaigns as sage veteran mentors, with stats 
that lend them credence. 

Off the field, Black was named one of the 
squad's 12 “platoon leaders” this winter, as the 
Hoosiers were split into teams-within-the-team. 
Black’s unit was dubbed “Team Confidence.” 

“| was responsible for seven guys, mak- 
ing sure they got to class, were on time for the : 
meetings, all of that,” Black said. “I was holding H 
myself accountable, too. It's a great method. We 
love it. It's been great for our team.” 

Black not only helps tutor IU's young players, 
he compares notes with his younger brother, : 
Jibreel, a defensive tackle at Michigan. Both 3 
were stars at Cincinnati's Wyoming High School, 
where they were used to winning. Black natu- 
rally would like to get used to that again as he 
closes his college career. 

“We're sick of losing,” he said, “We seniors : 
had to take leadership. There aren’t many of us, 
but we're hungry.” 


: upset. 


The non-conference assignments 
includes road trips to Massachusetts for 
a game at Gillette Stadium in Foxbor- 
ough, and an Oct. 20 visit to Navy, 
which should provide a starkly contrast- 
ing challenge amid IU’s Big Ten slate. 

— Andy Graham 


SCHEDULE 


"INDIANA STATE 


Sept. 1 6-5 
Sept.8 vs. Massachusetts (Boston) 5-6 
Sept. 15 BALL STATE 6-6 
Sept. 29 at Northwestern 6-7 
Oct.6 MICHIGAN STATE 11-3 
Oct. 13 OHIO STATE 6-7 
Oct. 20 at Navy 5-7 
Oct. 27 at Illinois 7-6 
Nov. 3 IOWA 7-6 
Nov. 10 WISCONSIN 11-3 
Nov. 17 at Penn State 9-4 
Nov. 24 at Purdue 7-6 
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iN BALL STATE | CARDINALS 


MACrank:6 — Record: 6-5 


“We challenged our receivers to step 
up and be those (big-play) guys for 
us.” 
— Coach Pete Lembo, 
on spring practice 


CARDINALS at a GLANCE 


‘COACH: Pete Lembo — At Ball State: 6-6, lyear 
OVERALL: 85-42, Tlyears 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Rich Skrosky 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Bateman 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE:1996 
LAST BOWL: 2008, GMAC 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, S defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Keith Wenning, TB Jahwan Edwards, 


MLB Travis Freeman, CB Jason Pinkston, DT Nathan Ollie 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Ball State will have tobe cared by 
its offense, The unit made nice strides nits frst season under 
Lembo, and more ofthe playbook s being installed this season. 
Good special teams play is always a bonus, and the Cardinals 
have units that should rank among the best in the MAC. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defense isa concem again this year. 
‘The Cardinals need consistent play from two new ends, and their 
‘wo safeties wil be first-time starters. The unit has to tackle bet- 
ter and limit big plays areas that were amajorissve a year ago. 


OFFENSE 

Ball State was somewhat limited on offense last 
year, as its young players tried to absorb the teach- 
ings of new coach Pete Lembo and his coaching 
staff. 

There should be fewer shackles on the attack this 
season, as Ball State’s goal during the offseason 
was to transform the offense to one that would pack 
a bigger punch and create those game-changing 
plays that came too infrequently last season. 

The Cardinals showed some of that kind of 
improvement during the spring game, with four 


MAC record: 4-4 (T-4th, West) 


passes that combined to produce 216 yards. 

Much of the progress can be traced to the experi- 
ence of junior quarterback Keith Wenning, who will 
start in 2012 for the third straight year. He has a 
big, experienced offensive line in front of him and 
receiving targets in Willie Snead, Jamill Smith, 
Connor Ryan, and Jack Tomlinson, who show 
explosiveness. 

The multiple, no-huddle offense will feature 
lots of passing, but a nice stable of running backs, 
headed by Jahwan Edwards, helps to give the 
Cardinals diversity in their attack. 


DEFENSE 

The Cardinals had the worst defense in the Mid- 
American Conference last season, ranking at or 
near the bottom in every significant category. Some 
of the issues were related to injuries, but for the 
most part, the group was not fundamentally sound. 

To complicate the process in 2012, Ball State lost 
three key pieces of its defense with the graduation 
of safeties Sean Baker and Josh Howard, and the 
academic ineligibility of outside linebacker Aaron 
Morris. Baker and Morris combined to make 210 
tackles last year. 

One of the main points of emphasis will be a 
stronger pass rush. The Cardinals’ defensive line 
generated only 12 sacks last year. Nathan Ollie is 
a strong rusher at defensive tackle, and linebackers 
Tony Martin and Kenneth Lee will be counted on to 
Periinrecette iran tia ones 

Middle linebacker Travis Freeman can make 
plays sideline to sideline, and he enters his senior 
year with 336 career tackles. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Ball State had one of the top special teams units 
in the MAC last year, and much of that was helped 
by the consistency of returning kicker Steven 
Schott and punter Scott Kovanda. 

Schott was among the most accurate kickers 
in the MAC, making 15 of 20 field-goal attempts. 
Kovanda had his best year in 2011, averaging 
435 yards a punt. 


OVERVIEW 

Ball State was a surprise team last year with 
a 6-6 record, narrowly missing out on a bowl bid 
Gt was one of two eligible teams not selected). With 
a veteran squad returning, the Cardinals figure to 
improve, but their record might not show it. Ball 
State has a difficult non-conference slate with 
South Florida at home and road games against 
Clemson, Army and Indiana. The Cardinals’ MAC 
schedule includes two of the East Division's best 
teams (Ohio and Miami). 


TOP NEWCOMERS | } 


‘SS Chris Pauling: An early enrollee, Pauling made 
‘an immediate impact this spring at a position that 
lacked a starter and depth. Coach Pete Lembo 
said at the end of spring practice that it looked as 
if Pauling had been at Ball State for three years 

\, instead of three months. 
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Stadium: Scheumann Stadium (22,500) 


By Doug Zaleski 


OFFENSE 
QB 10 | KeithWenningt 63 24 In 
RB 38 | JahwanEdwards* 510-230 So. 
WR 3 | Wilie Snead Sal 181 So, 
WR 2 | Jamil smith 588 Jn 
WR a1 | ConnorRyan 61 188k. 
ri Te 88 | ZaneFakese 63 27 bn 
Ga) Qt 77 | AustinHottae 65 34 Sr. 
PS) 96 79 | kittorsriens 65 319 Sr 
fc 73 | DanManicke 64 286 St. 
Ki) $6 70 | Jordan Hansel* 64 326 Jr. 
i ST 72 | Cameron Lowry 6-6 293 Sr. 
fay) DEFENSE 
L DE 5 | Jonathan Newsome 63 145 ke 
{For 92 | Nathanolties 61 296 Jr. 
tr NT 97 | Donovan Janet 63 a7 Ss. | 
Fy DE 52) Nick aies 62 259 So 
$2) ts 47 | TonyMartine 6-0 22 Ss. | 
& 18 8 | TravisFreeman® 6-0 238 Sr. 
1B 58 | KennethLee 62 79 & 
I} ce 24 | Jettery carrette 59 178 dn. | 
f=} cB 6 | JasonPinkston® 61 185 Sr. 
ES ss 25 | chisPauting 59 186 Fr. 
FS 29 | BrianJones 510 196 So 
SPECIAL TEAMS ® 
K 16 | Steven sehott 60 1m sr. 
P18 | Scott Kovanda® 63,207 Sr. 
*Retuming starter 
‘Aug.30 EASTERN MICHIGAN | 
Sept.8 at Clemson 
i} Sept.15 at indiana 
J} Sept. 22 SOUTH FLORIDA 
ta] Sept.29 at Kent State 
Fay Oct.6 NORTHERN ILLINOIS, 
MA oct.13 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
un 
FA} oct.20 at Central Michigan 
[2] Oct. 27 at Army 
Ub) Nov.6 atToledo | 
Nov.14 ‘OHIO 
Nov. 23 at Miami (OH) 
w INDIANA 27-20 
L at South Florida 7-37 
w BUFFALO 28-25 
Aw ARMY 48-21 
irk at Oklahoma 6-62 
za TEMPLE 0-42 
by w at Ohio 23-20 
BE] W —CENTRALMICHIGAN, 31-27 
ag atWestem Michigan 35-45 
w at Eastem Michigan 33:31 
L at Northern illinois 38-41 
L TOLEDO 28-45 
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IOWA 


HAWKEYES) 


For more coverage of the Hawkeyes, visit iowa.rivals.com 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
7-6, 4-4 Big Ten (4th, Legends) 


COACH: 
Kirk Ferentz — At lowa: 96-66, 13 years; 
overall: 108-87, 16 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
9; 5 offense, 3 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB James Vandenberg, WR Keenan Davis, 
WR Kevonte Martin-Manley, TE C.J. 
Fiedorowicz, LB James Morris, LB Christian 
Kirksey, CB Micah Hyde, CB B.J. Lowery, 
FS Tanner Miller 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Vandenberg has an accurate arm and thrived 
more in the shotgun spread than under center 
last season. Davis has said he will play to the 
players’ strengths. Fiedorowicz is a possible 
star at tight end. Hyde and Lowery are an 
excellent cover combination. 


PRIMARY PROBLEMS: 

DE Dominic Alvis is the Hawkeyes’ top return- 
ing sack man — but he had just 1.5 sacks in 
2011. lowa’s defensive line is going to be 
young and that will be tough to overcome in 
the Big Ten. Running back is an issue, again. 
Incoming freshmen Barkley Hill and Greg 
Garmon will be counted on the minute they 
arrive in lowa City. 


KEY LOSSES: 
RB Marcus Coker, DT Mike Daniels, 
DE Broderick Binns, P Eric Guthrie 


OVERVIEW: 

lowa is a young team with two first-year coor- 
dinators and a revamped coaching staff. This 
Clearly is a program in transition, and it could 
be a bumpy first year. Vandenberg is a steady 
hand at quarterback, but the running back 
position is young. The defense will be nearly 
new up front. lowa can't afford early stumbles 
or bow! eligibility might be a tough get in 
Ferentz 2.0. 


Young Hawkeyes Enter Season with Revamped Staff 


dential campaign. 

“Change” has been a popular 
word during an offseason in which 
Kirk Ferentz’s coaching staff turned 
over drastically for the first time in his 
Hawkeyes’ tenure. 

Through Ferentz’s first 13 seasons 
in Iowa City, he had a total of only 15 
assistant coaches, a picture of stability. 
Next fall, only two of the nine coaches 
on lowa’s staff will be in the same posi- 
tions they held in 2011. 

The headline changes are offensive 
coordinator Greg Davis and defensive 
coordinator Phil Parker. Davis comes to 
Iowa after a year out of the game upon 
his departure from Texas in 2010. Parker 
spent 24 seasons at Toledo and Iowa as 
a secondary coach before his promotion. 

Brian Ferentz, Kirk’s son and a former 
Iowa offensive lineman, is in as offen- 
sive line coach after four years with the 
New England Patriots, including a suc- 
cessful run as tight ends coach. LeVar 
Woods, another former Hawkeye who 
had a seven-year career as a linebacker 
in the NFL, takes over the linebackers. 

Former offensive line coach Reese 
Morgan moves over to defensive line. 
Former linebackers coach Darrell Wil- 
son moves to the secondary. Tight ends 
coach Eric Johnson will concentrate on 
his position as recruiting coordinator 
and assist with the defensive line, while 
graduate assistant David Raih handles 
the tight ends. 

Wide receivers coach Erik Campbell 
and running backs coach Lester Erb 
didn’t have to change offices. 

Beyond the physical changes, which 
also includes a $53 million indoor foot- 
ball practice area and football facilities, 
how Iowa plays football is up in the air. 

Kirk Ferentz acknowledged he 
looked under the hood and gave the 


[= football feels a little like a presi- 


program a thorough examination, 
including the playbook. 

“We'll look a little different defen- 
sively next year. It’s not going to be 
wholesale different,” Ferentz said. 

“] think we will be different offen- 
sively, too. ... We were at that point 
where we really wanted to go back 
and look — we do this every year — 
but I thought in all regards to our pro- 
gram, we needed to really look at things 
as thoroughly as possible.” 

The overarching theme has been be- 
ing physical. 

“I know as someone who is very 
interested in running the football, the 
identity of this football team and this 
program has been built on being tough, 
being physical ...,” Brian Ferentz said. 
“That's not going to change, but are we 
going to go out there and be the same? 
No, no.” 


OFFENSE 


Quarterback James Vandenberg 
bonded with new coordinator Greg Da- 
vis in the spring and will be in the hot 
seat when the Hawkeyes use a tweaked 
playbook in pressure situations this fall. 

Vandenberg is interested in med 
school or physical therapy, so he's 
qualified in the mental part of the 
game, helping to translate that play- 
book to his teammates. His physical 
game is there, too. 

Vandenberg passed for 3,022 yards, 
with 25 touchdowns and just seven 
interceptions, last season. His 404 at- 
tempts were the second most in Iowa 
history. He didn’t lift the Iowa offense 
against the Big Ten’s better defenses, but 
that was an offense-wide failure, not 
just his. 

It wouldn’t be Iowa without a ques- 
tion at running back. Marcus Coker, 
who finished second in the Big Ten with 
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James Vandenberg 


1,384 yards last season, transferred after 
an investigation for an alleged sexual 
assault. Sophomore Jordan Canzeri, 
who took over for Coker, suffered a torn 
ACL on the third day of spring practice. 

That leaves sophomores Damon. 
Bullock and De’Andre Johnson. Bullock 
is the frontrunner, but incoming fresh- 
men Greg Garmon and Barkley Hill 
will be contenders for playing time 
when they step on campus. Each back 
has something to work with, but it'll 
be “running back by committee” until 
someone emerges. 

Davis has said from Day 1 that his 
intention isn’t to fit the Texas offense 
around Iowa players, but to mold what 
Iowa does around what its players can 
do. Still, the difference that jumps out 
at him is the speed on the outside, 

“We need to be faster,” Davis said. 
“We need to be able to stretch the field 
a little better. There is no question 
about that.” 


James Morri 
Photo by Joe Robbins 


‘That responsibility falls to senior wide 
receiver Keenan Davis. He had a break- 
out junior season, catching 50 passes for 
713 yards and four touchdowns. He was 
third chair two years ago and second 
last season when Marvin McNutt set 
several Iowa receiving records. 

Kevonte Martin-Manley is the No. 2 
receiver. He caught 30 passes as a red- 
shirt freshman. Iowa's experience thins 
out considerably from there. The door 
is open for a true freshman with speed, 
and Tevaun Smith might be the one. 

Junior tight end CJ. Fiedorowicz 
earned major praise during the spring, 
with Kirk Ferentz saying, “He's clearly 
at a different level.” Fiedorowicz caught 
16 passes last season, 

With Riley Reiff’s early departure to 
the NEL, Iowa needs two tackles. Junior 
Brett Van Sloten and sophomore Bran- 
don Scherff sit atop the depth chart. 
Scherff changed his body during the 
offseason and is a lean 310 pounds. 


James Ferentz, Kirk’s son and Brian’s 
brother, returns as a three-year starter 
at center. Redshirt freshman Austin 
Blythe turned heads at guard during 
the spring. 


DEFENSE 


The new defensive boss is Phil Parker, 
who replaces Norm Parker, who retired 
last December. 

Towa’s defense has a different line- 
backers coach in LeVar Woods, whose 
hiring gave Darrell Wilson different 
duties, flipping from linebackers to 
defensive backs. And Reese Morgan, 
61, switched to the defensive line 
after nine seasons as offensive line 
coach. He was seen this spring running 
through some technique in the office 
with former Hawkeye Aaron Kamp- 
man, now a defensive end with the 
Jacksonville Jaguars. 

It remains to be seen how differ- 
ent the scheme is for lowa’s defense 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB James Vandenberg’ Sr.__Skills should fit Greg Davis’ offense, dake Rudock, Fr. 
RB__Damon Bullock So. _lowa needs to take advantage of his versatility, Greg Garmon, Fr. 

FB _Brad Rogers* Jt___Heart ailment stole nearly all 2011, Jonathan Gimm, Sr. 
WR _ Keenan Davis* Sr___ Hada breakout 2011, but needs consistency, Don Shumpert, Jr. 
WR Kevonte Martin-Manley So. _ Slated for touches in the slot. Steven Staggs, Sr. 
TE _ C.J, Fiedorowicz Jf All'systems go for the 6-7, 265-pounder. Zach Derby, Sr. 

LT___ Brandon Scherff So. Changed body to a lean 310 during offseason, Andrew Donnal, So, 
LG__Matt Tobin* Si.__ Returns as.a starter after hot/cold 2011. Drew Clark, Jt. 

C___ James Ferentz* St.__ Makes up for lack of size with perfect technique, Eric Simmons, So. 
RG__Austin Blythe Fr___ State wrestling champ; excellent technician, Conor Boffeli, Jr. 

RT __ Brett Van Sloten dh. Lean, athletic, but will he hold up to bull rush? Nolan MacMillan, Jr. 
K___Mike Meyer* df Finished 2011 on a 2-of-6 streak, Marshall Koehn, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER COMMENT BACKUPIMEY DEPTH 
DE Dominic Alvis. Jt Had moments before ACL injury last season, Melvin Spears, Fr, 
DT Steve Bigach St.___ Thick, good feat; needs to shed blocks better, Carl Davis, So. 
DT Darian Cooper Ft. Quick, could provide an inside push, Louis Trinca-Pasat, So. 
DE Joe Gaglione St Grabbed the job in the spring; has some punch, Riley MoMinn, Fr. 
LB James Morris* Jr. Instinctual player who's built to survive traffic, Quinton Alston, So. 
LB Christian Kirksey* Jt Could be lowa’s best defender, Travis Perry, Fr. 
LB Anthony Hitchens Jt One of lowa’s most explosive players, Marcus Collins, So, 
CB Micah Hyde* St___ Shutdown potential; a standout three-year starter. Greg Castillo, Sr. 
CB BW. Lowery Jt. He's a talented cover corner. Jordan Lomax, So. 
SS__ Nico Law So.__If the big hits come, he'll be the fan favorite, Tommy Donatell, Sr. 
FS Tanner Miller Jt Can make plays and should be better vs. the run, John Lowdermilk, So. 
P___ John Wienke Sr. Former quarterback has never punted in a game, Connor Kornbrath, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 
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Greg Garmon 
lowa has gone 
through a series of 
unfortunate events 
with the running 
back position, the 
most recent being 
the decision by 
2011's leading rush- 
er Marcus Coker to 
transfer. The 
Hawkeyes are look- 
ing for more stabili- 
ty at the position 
and the 6-2, 195- 
pound Garmon can 
provide that. 


Connor Kornbrath 
Kickers sometimes 
get thrown in as 
impact players when 
a class is under- 
whelming, but that is 
not the case with 
Kornbrath. Rated as 
‘one of the nation's 
top punters, the 6-6, 
210-pound prospect 
from West Virginia 
has a big leg and is 
expected to come in 
and win the job as 

a true freshman, 


daleel Johnson 
Physically, the 6-4, 
300-pound Johnson 
has all the tools to be 
a dominant interior 
defensive lineman in 
the Big Ten. He has 
an athletic build, 

a great first step and 
the strength to battle 
in the trenches, The 
only thing he needs to 
develop is a consis~ 
tent motor. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


C.J, Beathard 62 180 Coo Franklin, TH Batlle Ground Academy | 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com... Switched to lowa from his 
original commitment to Ole Miss. 


Kevin Buford DB 510 170 ° Canton, Mil Canton 
First-team all-state, all-metro and all-conference selection as a senior... Totaled 891 
all-purpose yards and eight touchdowns as a senior. 


Sean Draper Cleveland, OH Glenville Academic 
Campus 


Rated as the No. 48 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. .. ated as the nation's No. 53 comerback. 


B H 15 ooo 


Faith Ekakitie BE 62 2 coco Lake Forest, IL 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Illinois 
No. 14 strongside defensive end...Participated in the Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl. 


Maurice Fleming Jt. DB 6&1 18 GOO Chicago, IL Curie} 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 54 cornerback. 


Greg amon RBZ 195 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Penns; 
No. 49 running back. 


° Erie, PA McDowell] 
by Rivals.com...Rated as the nat 


Barkdey Hill mB HH 1 COO Cedar Falls, 1A Cedar Falls | 
Rushed for 2,493 yards and 40 touchdowns as a senior...Chose lowa over lowa State. 


alee! Johnson TT H MO 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Illinois 
No. 13 defensive tackle....Participated in the Offense-Defense All-American Bowl. 


‘Mitch Keppy Oo 65 m7 
Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Ilinoi 
a senior. 


WR 64 20 O06 ‘Norman, OK 
Earned all-state, all-district and all-conference honors as a senior...Had 26 receptions 
with five touchdowns as a senior. 


Connor Kombrath K 6 20 © Bridgeport, WY Bridgeport 
Rated as the No. 2 prospect in West Virginia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No, 12 kicker. 


Ruben Lite AH 663 mm OOO Detroit, MI Cass Tech| 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com... Rated as the nation’s No. 34 athlete. 
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Total Stars 1 
National Rank: 43 Big Ten: 6 


Nate Meier 
As a senior, Meier 
averaged 14.2 yards 
per carry and totaled 
57 touchdowns on 
offense while notch- 
ing 112 tackles and 
11 sacks on 
defense. The reason 
why lowa was his 
only BCS offer was 
the 6-2, 235-pound 
Meier did that play- 
ing 8-man football, 
but you cannot fault 
a kid for the talent 
he plays against. 


2013 NEEDS: three of the 


Hawkeye's four highest ranked prospects in the 2012 
class were linemen, but needs stil exist on both the 
offensive and defensive lines going into the 2013 
class. Expect the Hawkeyes to start off their recruiting 
efforts there, and they will benefit from deep pools of 
talent at those positions in some of their go-to recruit- 
ing territories. Talent is also low at the wide receiver 
position, and head coach Kirk Ferentz and staff will be 
looking for playmaking pass catchers. 

By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 


‘Greg Mabin 
Caught 52 passes for 877 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior... Had 58 catches for 


WR 62 19 OGG _ FlLauderdale,Al Calvary Christian Academy 


1,094 yards and 12 TDs as a junior. 
‘Nate Meier iB a oO Fremont Mills 


62 Tabor, IA 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Had 112 tackles and 11 sacks as 
| Senior. 


BB 6 15 oO 


‘Anthony Morgan Plano, TX —_-Prestonwood Christian} 
‘Academy 

Rated as the nation's No. 58 cornerback by Rivals.com...Chose lowa over Arizona 
and Stanford. 


Drew Ott DE 64 25 0 
Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Nebras! 
fa senior. 


Gite, NE Gite 
y Rivals.com... Recorded 122 tackles as 


Reid Sealby Oo 64 BO Byron, IL 
Eamed first-team all-conference honors as a junior and senior... Selected to compete in 
Minois Shrine Game. 


Eric Simmons Oo 63 30 0 Council Blufis, 1A lowa Westem C.C. 
Eamed first team all-conference honors in 2011...Enrolied at fowa in January. 


Tevaun Smith WR 62 186 © Kent, CT Kent School 
Participated in USA vs. World All-American Game...Chose lowa over Connecticut 
and Temple. 


Cody Sokol 62 5 oO 


B Scottsdale, AZ Scottsdale C.C. 
First-team all-conference and all-region 


ion in 2011...Enrolled at lowa in January. 


Laron Taylor Bb 1 & oO Detroit, Wu Cass Tech 
Earned first-team all-state honors as a senior...Recorded 120 tackles, 20 tackles for| 
loss and two sacks as a senior. 


‘Daumantas Venckus DE 64 ° ‘Weston, FL 
Recorded 105 tackles with 16 sacks as a senior... Named second-team all-state. 


‘Ryan Ward a 6 mM Oo ° New Lenox, IL Providence Catholic| 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in lllinois...Rated as the nation's 
No. 18 offensive tackle...Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Cameron Wilson §=WR 62 1 OO Dublin, OH Jerome 
Rated as the No. 34 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 79 
wide receiver. 
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HAWKEYES SPRING ROSTER 


52 QuinfonAlston LB 6-1 224 So, _Siokonle,M)._ G1 _CaseyKieer_—LS 63250 Je Dewi 
79 Dominic Avs DL 64 265 dr Logan 80_Hemy Krager-Coble TE 6-4 235 Fr _Mount Peasant 
5 KyloAnderson 0B 63210 Fe Ames 22. Brian Kot DB 5-11 196 So. _Whitfish Bay, 
54 Stowebigach DL_6-3 282 St ___Clevelnd,ON 21 Nicolaw 086-1195 So. lfon MD 
40 Marcus ims __AB_S-11 210 So. __SLPau.MN 27 Jordan Lomax 085-10 190 So. Upper Marlboro, MD 
63 Austin iythe _OL_6-3_275_Fr_Wiliamsbury_ 4 John Lowdermih 0B 6-2 203 So. __Kensinglon, 
58 ConorBofell OL GS 200 West DesWones ig Lowery DB aca tl 
2 Damon ulock RB 6-0 195 So. Mansi 6s natn tman DL aly Godt 
a lle Maples 75 Nolan MacMilan OL 6-6 200 Jr__‘Toronta, Ontario. 
38 Jordan Came —RB_ 6-9 180__S0, Troy NY = 
11 KevrioWarindrey WR 6-0 205 
2 Greg Casto DB S-11_ 167 St Mount Lawel,NJ 
66 Casey McMillan OL 6-4 305 Se ——_iling 
18 JohnGheit WR _S-t1 175 So, WMG ems wala eT ie TR 
50_Drew Clark OL 64 268 de Main ae =! ae a 
55 Marcus Colins 1B 60 215 So, Yeation, PA cere we the 
7 Daten oop OL 62240 fe Evga, nS Meyrs FB 2225 So, Plaid 
25 Jordan cotton WR 6-1 185 dr. Mount Pleasant © &_Tanmeriler _0B_6:2_201 Je bond 
38_Adam Cox FB S11 210 era ch a ES aan 
ees Mat Detroit a8 Tent Mosshrucher PK 6-0 204 St. Moores It 
& KeonanDavis WR 63 215 Su Coder Raps 15_Janmy Mulings P63 210 So, Canbera, Austral 
31_Andre Dawson RB G2 207 Cedar Rapids 29_Nick Nielsen WR 6-3 210 Sr Humboldt 
5 UchDety TE 68 240 St towa ily 16 Jamal Overton DB 9 180 Fr, Rancho Cocamonga,CA 
37 Shane bona 1B 62 235 Jk ——Duxbuyy MA «38 TavisPery BGS Urbandale 
13 TomDonatel LB 6-2 205 Sr. Dulth,0A 2 Macon Plewa 1B 6-2 225 F——_~rankn 
78 Andrew Donnal _OL__6-7_02_So. __Moncova,0H 43. Jim Poi WB 62 218 So, Towson, MD 
7 Joke Duey TE 64235 Fr. Troy M41 Jacob Risen FB 6-2 251d towa Cty 
50 James Ferentz OL 6-224 St. lowa Gly 35 Grad Rogers——FB S10 200 Toledo, of 
86 Cu.Fetowicr TE 67 265s. —_JomsbulL_ 45 JakeRudock 0B 6-320 Fes, FL 
26 Stove Fordia AB 6-9 175 Fe Chicago, tk Rida RESIS MES AIOE Gaiam 
% Comribe OLB 62 218 F__OmIRAME gen Shmpat R63 10k Stes, WO 
50 Palmer Foster OLB 6-3 210_So ar ae =a 
os = = ms = NowityOH 40 colin leper 0B 6-220 Sr Solon 
omy LS 24 DesMoines 49 Gavin Smith DB 5-10 175 _k___North Liberty 
47 DalolaGet: LB 64 285 Macon, I. 
9 Cody Sokol__—«OB 6-2 205 sr, —Phoeniz,AZ 
2 sonata Gm B69 240 Se Hawn aa atl 
9 Bioko Hatuska WA 6-4 Z10_S0. carol a : = 
82 faylamiton TE 65 248 So, Stongevite,oy  "* StevenStogs_WR_6:$_185 Sx Seo 
17 Raymond Hammond D8 6-8 170 Fr Chicagan, {2 Heck Swenson _9B_6-11200._St ik 
a eee ae OL 66 200 Se Worthington 
A dnb tilyer WR 64205 Fe Someret.ry, 90 —LOUBTince-Pasat OL 6-3 270 So, Chicago. 
i el Loran,on 7 DeanTsopaides OL 6-2 240 Fu __—_‘Torngtn, CT 
sae Fostoria on 70_BreltVanSloten OL 6-7 202 de Decorah 
ae DeNaisleieal SES tiami,FL 16 dames Vandenberg 6-3 212_ sh Keokuk 
20 Cvisan Kirksey LB 6-2 220 dr._—_—_—St Louis, 65. Jordan Walsh__—OL_ 64270 F._ Glendale Heats, 
1 MarshallKoetn PK 60 160_Fr 28 MorkWeisman FB 6-0 225 So, Bufo Grove, IL 
60 fyanKoka LS 60208 Fe. 14 JohnWienke 0B 65 220 St Tuscola, IL 
SP Effic Cmp Att Int Pet Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING J.Vandenberg 13 1385 237 404 7 587 3022 25 88 2125 
ee AJDeby 9 920 3 6 O 500 30 0 18 33 
= SP No. Yards Aug TD Long Aug/G 
oO M.MoNutt 13-82 1315 160 12 8B 101.2 
RECEIVING ——_K. Davis 2 50 713 143° 4 (47 594 
= KMartin-Manley 13 30 323 108 «93 «25248 
5 BP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Aug/G 
a M.Coker = 12«281 ‘1417«33.:1384 «4915.50. 115.3 
© Rusuine JCanzeri «= 71125: 1111483715183 
S DiJohnson 4 «18 «BL S279 4H 198 
Qa Tackles: J. Morris 110, C,Kirksey 110, J, Bernstine 89 
Z ER LeapERs —_T2Ckles for loss: M. Daniels 135, B. Binns 12, Nardo 65 


Sacks: M, Daniels 9, B. Binns 5, 
Interceptions: . Miller 3, M. Hyde 3, four tied with 1 


Alvis 1.5 


NOTEBOOK 


aes will be four Ferentzes on the lowa practice 
fields this fall. 

Head coach Kirk Ferentz, going into his 14th season 
at lowa, will be flanked by his three sons. Brian 
Ferentz will be in his first season as lowa's offensive 
line coach, James Ferentz steps into his third year as 
lowa’s starting center. Steven Ferentz will join the 
‘team as a freshman walk-on. 

it's a unique and, probably, a one-of-a-kind situation. 

“On a personal level, it's been interesting and not 
something | ever envisioned happening,” Kirk Ferentz 
said, “It worked out beautifully. More importantly, 
(Brian) is doing a competent job and that's why we 
brought him in. He's off to a great start.” 

Of course, the Ferentzes have grown up in the 
game and are acutely aware of chain of command. 
James knows Brian is his coach. Steven will start his 
career as a tight end. 

“He's always been a great teacher and I've 
always looked up to him for advice,” James said of 
Brian. “He played center, so, selfishly, I'm looking 
forward to that insight.” 

* Offensive coordinator Greg Davis came to lowa 
after 13 seasons at Texas. He likes lowa’s physical 
style, but he wishes the Hawkeyes had some of 
Texas' speed, specifically at wide receiver. 

lowa has targeted freshman wide receivers 
Tevaun Smith and Greg Mabin as two players 
who could help the Hawkeyes in that department 
this season. 

© lowa kicked off a major facilities upgrade 
this offseason. 

Gone is “The Bubble,” an inflatable dome that 
served as lowa’s indoor football facility for 27 years. 
It's been replaced by a $19.6 million permanent 
structure. A $36.6 million football operations facility 
that will house everything is scheduled to break 
ground in spring 2013. 

Linebacker Shane DiBona’s career with the 
Hawkeyes is over. After missing 2011 with a rup- 
tured Achilles’, DiBona tried to make a comeback 
this spring, but he aggravated the injury and decid- 
ed to end his career. DiBona started two games in 
‘the 2010 season. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“lowa doesn't have the depth at running back 
they've had in some years. But they have a good 
offensive line. They'll have a good tailback. They lose 
Marvin McNutt and some firepower on the flank, but 
they're still good enough that if James Vandenberg 
has his best year, they'll move the football. 

“And (new coordinator) Greg Davis is the perfect 
fit for what Kirk Ferentz wants to do. Ferentz is going 
to continue to use the running plays that have 
always been the core of lowa’s offense. Greg Davis 
knows that part of the offense, and he will bring 
some new concepts in the passing game that will 
help Vandenberg. 

“The tight end, C.J. Fiedorowicz, has developed. 
He was a highly recruited guy and now he's matur- 
ing and he really has a chance to be an impact 
player, no question." 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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in 2012, but this is a lot of newness 
and we haven't even gotten to the 
two deeps. 

It might be melodramatic to say 
Iowa's bowl-ability for 2012 rests on 
the development of the defensive line 
because so much goes into shaping 
a season. But a lot of what Iowa turns 
out to be will indeed hinge on the 
defensive front. 

Going into spring practice, three 
redshirt freshmen held starting spots. 
‘Two were replaced during the course of 
spring. Junior end Dominic Alvis and 


2009 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE §=PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 23.2 86 
Rushing 114.2 99 | Rushing 148.4 
Passing 222.1 55 | Passing 234.5 
Total 336.3 89 Total 382.9 


Scoring 28.9 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 15.4 8 
Rushing 1236 © 34 | Rushing 101.5 
Passing 152.9 4 | Passing 230.5 
Total 2765 © 10—_‘| Total 332.1 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 17.0 


TOMARGIN PER GAME RANK 


+2 +015 51 | +13 +1.00 
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2010 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 


sophomore tackle Carl Davis missed 
spring with knee injuries. Alvis should 
be a starter. Davis should contribute. 

Redshirt freshman Darian Cooper 
has a tackle spot locked down. He's a 
boom-or-bust player who plays strong 
and low, but sometimes loses tech- 
nique. Senior Steve Bigach is poised to 
be the other tackle. He’s a journeyman 
starter, leading the Hawkeyes’ defen- 
sive line with six career starts — all of 
which came last season as he played 
end and tackle. 

Senior Joe Gaglione, who saw his 
first significant action last season, 
will be the other end. He has the 
requisite fifth-year senior body and 
punch to compete. 

Parker and Wilson have said Iowa 
will play more press coverage. The idea 
there is to release a safety to the line 
of scrimmage to help in run support. 
Press coverage is also possible because 
lowa has terrific corners in senior Micah 
Hyde and junior B,J. Lowery. 

Hyde will be a three-year starter. Low- 
ery broke up a goal-line pass to seal the 
Michigan victory last fall. 

Iowa's linebackers should be a year 
better. Junior James Morris will be in 
his second year as a starter at middle 
linebacker. Junior Christian Kirksey is 
a potential star at outside linebacker. 
Junior Anthony Hitchens was named 
one of Iowa’s most explosive players by 
Parker. What they need is health. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Iowa's special teams have been subpar 
for the last two seasons. The coverage 
and return teams have been spotty. 
Placekicking started hot in 2011 but 
severely tailed off. After five years of 
having a steady punter, Iowa is search- 
ing for a new one. 

Hyde averaged 8.2 yards as punt 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
50 | Scoring 27.5 58 
70 | Rushing 137.7 73 
49 | Passing 234.8 59 
57 Total 3725 76 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
7 | Scoring 23.9 46 
6 | Rushing 156.0 62 

84 | Pass 222.9 58 

25 Total 378.9 60 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
7 per +0.08 49 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB James Vandenberg 

Cerebral playmaker finished 
third in passing in the Big Ten 
last season with 3,022 yards. 
.»- Put up an impressive TD/ 
interception ratio of 25/7 in 
his first season as a starter... 
‘Threw for 399 yards and three 
TDs in a 31-27 victory over 
Pittsburgh, capping the largest 
‘comeback in lowa history. ... Physiology major earned 
academic All-Big Ten and All-District honors. .. His yards 
per attempt (7.5) was just average, ranking fifth in the 
Big Ten. 


EMERGING STAR 
TE C.J. Fiedorowicz 
After catching just two pass- 
es in lowa’s first seven games, 
the 6-7, 265-pounder caught 
14 with three TDs in the final = 
six games. .. Caught two 
passes for 12 yards and was 
targeted two other times in the 
spring game. ... Understands 
the “getting big in the paint” 
‘technique, preached in lowa's new passing game. .. 
Received three basketball scholarship offers coming out 
of Johnsburg (il) High School, including ones from 
Wisconsin and indiana. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Greg Garmon 

Garmon (6-1, 200) gives the 
Hawkeyes a shifty running 
back with excellent accelera- 
tion, the one thing the position 
lacked last season. ... Picked 
the Hawkeyes over Miami 
(Fia) and Arkansas. .. Can 
really cut, gather and burst, 
a physical skill that lowa could 
put to use on kick returns this season. ... Beat non- 
Hodgkin Lymphoma of the bone, and lived through his 
house burning down in sixth grade. ... Rushed for 2,859 
yards for Erie (Pa.) McDowell High, leading the school to 
23-9 record in three seasons, 


RESULTS 
78, 4-4 

TENNESSEE TECH 34-7 
at lowa State (307) 41-44 
PITTSBURGH 31-27 
ULM 45-17 
at Penn State 3413 
NORTHWESTERN 41-31 
INDIANA 45-24 
at Minnesota 21-22 
MICHIGAN 24-16 
MICHIGAN STATE 21-37 
at Purdue 31-21 
at Nebraska 7-20 

Insight Bow! 
vs. Oklahoma 14-31 
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PLAYiaA PROALS 


Fiedorowicz 
Photo by Stephen Mally/icon SMI 


es Be io fi ne ae eS RE ed 


Overnight, Tight End 
Becomes Pass Weapon 


If anyone walks away grinning from all the 
changes to lowa’s offense since last December, 
it's got to be junior tight end C.J. Fiedorowicz. 

He went to bed after the Insight Bow! and 
woke up with 1) former NFL assistant Brian Fe- 
rentz in town and 2) first-year offensive coordi- 
nator Greg Davis, who places a high value on 
Creatively using the tight end position. 

Brian Ferentz is lowa’s offensive line coach, 
but he came to lowa fresh off his gig as New 
England Patriots tight ends coach. Last season, 
Rob Gronkowski caught 17 touchdown passes 
for the Patriots. Ferentz has helped some with 
lowa’s tight ends since his arrival. 

Suddenly, coaches and players are mention- 
ing the 6-7, 265-pound Fiedorowicz as a poten- 
tial centerpiece in the passing game. 

“still need a lot of work,” he said. “I need to 
work on blocking, I'm always looking to improve.” 

That improvement started to show up in the 
second half of last season. Over lowa’s last six 
games, Fiedorowicz had 14 of his 16 receptions 
and all three of his touchdowns, finishing with 
167 yards. 

He’s proven himself enough in the offsea- 


son to be on the field in lowa’s five-wideout 
set. When lowa emptied the backfield this 
spring, Fiedorowicz was split out. Fiedorowicz 


the season. 
“During his true freshman year, this was 


really new to him,” lowa coach Kirk Ferentz : 
said. “We were asking him to do a lot of : 
things he hadn't done in high school. Last : 


year, he made progress, but there was still 
an inconsistency there. 
“This spring, he's clearly at a different level, 


which is good. That's what you hope to see in : 


returner last season and probably keeps 
the job. The kick return job is up in 

the air, although wide receiver Keenan 
Davis has had a hand in the job. Ferentz 


} said he’d like to see more “octane” on 
} kick returns. 


Senior John Wienke has the edge over 


: sophomore Jonny Mullings at punter. 
} Wienke came to lowa as a quarterback 
: and played there as late as last Decem- 
: ber. Don’t count out true freshman 

} Connor Kornbrath. 


Junior Mike Meyer made 12 of his 


: first 14 field-goal attempts last season 
: before hitting just two of his last six. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Iowa doesn’t have Wisconsin or Ohio 
State this season and that’s a good 
thing, especially with the state of the 
youth on defense. 

The Hawkeyes have some toss-ups 
in the non-conference. Iowa opens the 
season with Northern Illinois at Soldier 
Field in Chicago. NIU won the Mid- 
American Conference title game and its 
bow! last season. 

‘The degree of difficulty rises after 


: that. Iowa State, also a bowl team in 


players. | think he’s really ready to play football : 


for us. He’s got a lot of good gifts and skills.” 


The new wrinkles in the passing game mean : 


Fiedorowicz can run some deeper corner and 


post routes, but he knows the offense will try to : 


make a living off shorter routes. 

“Deep balls are great, but the short ones 
count, too,” Fiedorowicz said. 

After two seasons of building, Fiedorowicz 
understands the concept of patience. He didn't 
catch a pass as a freshman and heard a lot 


about what he needed to do on the blocking side : 


as a tight end. 

“It's going to be a fun offense, absolutely,” 
Fiedorowicz said. “It’s learning a whole new of- 
fense; it takes time.” 
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: 2011, beat the Hawkeyes in three over- 


times at Ames last season. 
lowa hasn’t had a winning Novem- 


: ber since 2008. The Hawkeyes start 
didn't see time in that formation until late in : 


the final month of the season at In- 
diana and host Purdue before travel- 
ing to Michigan and closing at home 
against Nebraska. 

— Marc Morehouse 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent *11 Record 
Sept. 1 vs. Northem Illinois (Chicago) 11-3 
Sept. 8 OWA STATE 6-7 
Sept.15 NORTHERN IOWA 10-3 
Sept.22 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 3-9 
Sept. 29 MINNESOTA 3-9 
Oct. 13 at Michigan State 11-3 
Oct. 20 PENN STATE 9-4 
Oct. 27 at Northwestern 6-7 
Nov. 3 at Indiana 1-11 
Nov. 10 PURDUE 7-6 
Nov. 17 at Michigan 11-2 
Nov. 23 NEBRASKA 9-4 
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BOWLING GREEN | FALCONS 


MACrank:8 Record: 5-7 


Matt Schilz 


“We weren't good enough on defense 
last year. Some (opponents) might 
be glad that we got so many starters 
back.” — Coach Dave Clawson 


FALCONS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Dave Clawson — At Bowling Green: 14-23, 3 years: 
(OVERALL: 72-72, 12 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Warren Ruggiero 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Elko 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE:1992 
LAST BOWL: 2007, GMAC 

[RETURNING STARTERS: 1 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Matt Schilz RB Anthon Samuel, 

‘TE Alex Bayer, WR Je'Ron Stokes, LT Fahn Cooper, DT Chris Jones, 


{LB Dwayne Woods, P Brian Schmiedebusch 


PRIMARY STRENTHS: Schilz has the potential to become an 
lite quarterback in the conference. Samuel s coming off abig 
‘freshman year, but has plenty of competition for carries. The 
offensive line sa strength, and several incoming sil players 
ould bolster the offense. 

PRIMARY PROBLEMS: Creating and imiting tumoversis an areain 
‘which the Falcons have to improve. The Falcons cant blame inexpe- 
rience or youth fr ther misgivings on defense. Bowiing Green tkes 
tothrow the ball, but the wide receivers group was decimated by 
offseason losses. The kicking garreisa big question mark. 


OFFENSE 

Junior quarterback Matt Schilz is bigger and 
stronger and has a good grasp of the offense enter- 
ing his junior season. 

The 6-2, 211-pound Schilz, who threw for 3,024 
yards and 28 touchdowns in 2011, won't have to deal 
with the myriad problems along the offensive line 
that hampered the Falcons’ attack in the past two 
years. Schilz worked on limiting his mistakes and 
not throwing interceptions in the spring. 

The line, led by left guard Dominic Flewellyn and 


MAC record:3-5 (T-4th, East) Stadiur 


right quard Jordan Roussos, returns five players 
who started at least six games last year, and can go 
eight or nine deep. 

The Falcons are loaded at running back with 
Anthon Samuel, the 2011 Mid-American Confer- 
ence Freshman of the Year, and Jordan Hopgood. 
An Xactor is tailback Andre Givens. The former 
Pittsburgh signee is enrolled in school, attempting 
to gain eligibility for the fall semester. 

The Falcons, a pass-happy team that attempted 
429 passes in 201, will have an entirely new cast 
of wide receivers. Michigan-transfer Je’Ron Stokes 
and junior college recruit Michael Allen should get 
plenty of balls thrown their way. 


DEFENSE 

The Falcons gave up 27 or more points in six of 
their eight league games last season. It might be 
good news or bad news that Bowling Green brings 
back so many starters. 

The Falcons should improve based on the simple 
fact that several young players received another 
year of experience in the 4-2-5 defensive system. 
Senior defensive tackle Chris Jones is one of the 
best defensive players in the conference. The depth 
at defensive end and the tackle positions will allow 
the Falcons to rotate players and keep them fresh 
late in game. 

Middle linebacker Dwayne Woods had 111 
tackles in 2013, but the Falcons lack quality reserves 
at linebacker. The secondary is young with junior 
Jerry “BooBoo” Gates the lone expected upper- 
classmen starter. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Falcons return all of their starters for the first 
time in four years, but expect open competition 
at the kicking and punt returner positions. Punter 
Brian Schmiedebusch averaged a robust 45.3 yards 
per punt last year — the fifth-best in the country. 
Schmiedebusch boomed 19 punts over 50 yards 
and had 18 downed inside the opponent's 20-yard 
line. 


OVERVIEW 

Dave Clawson finally gets to show his coaching acu- 
men. In his first three years, the Falcons were hurt by 
insufficient numbers at key positions, injuries along the 
offensive line and high turnover rate on the roster. 

The Falcons don’t have those issues coming into 
the 2012 season. The offense is brimming with 
talent, but will miss wide receiver Kamar Jorden. 
Schilz has to lower his interception total, while the 
young defense holds the key to how big of a leap in 
the standings the Falcons can make. The Faleons 
must take advantage of a schedule that’s one of the 
easiest in the conference. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Je’Ron Stokes: The Michigan transfer 
didn't get many balls thrown his way in two 


years in Ann Arbor. Stokes, a former four-star 
Rivals.com recruit, caught three passes for 
27 yards at Michigan. 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2011 RESULTS 2012 SCHEDULE 


See ae tare eee th 


2011 RANKINGS 


WINS 


Hotubsees 


: Perry Stadium (24,000) 


By Bob Narang 


at Florida 

IDAHO 

at Toledo 

at Virginia Tech 
RHODE ISLAND. 

at Akron 

MIAMI (OH) 

at Massachusetts 
EASTERN MICHIGAN, 
at Ohio 

KENT STATE 

vs. Buffalo (Columbus, OH) 


at Idaho 3245 
MORGAN STATE 
WYOMING 
at Miami (OH) 


at West Virginia 


58-13, 
27-28 
37-23 
10-55 
2-45 
21-28 

13-10 


at Western Michigan 
TOLEDO 
TEMPLE 
at Kent State 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
OHIO 


15-27 
14-45 
28-29 


atButfalo 42-28 


PER GAME 
265 
129 
2616 
3845 


PERGAME 
288 
2034 
2026 
406.0 


PER GAME 
-1.08 
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MICHIGAN 


WOEVERINES 


For more coverage of the Wolverines, visit michigan.rivals.com 


FENSIVE COORDINATOR: Al Borges 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
11-2, 6-2 Big Ten (2nd, Legends) 


COACH; 
Brady Hoke — At Michigan; 11-2, 1 year; 
overall: 58-52, 9 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
15; 6 offense, 7 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Denard Robinson, RB Fitz Toussaint, 
WR Roy Roundtree, C Ricky Barnum, 
LT Taylor Lewan, DE Craig Roh, 

OT Will Campbell, S Jordan Kovacs 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS; 

An improved Robinson should bring even 
more stability to an offense that averaged 
33.3 points per game. Having Toussaint as 
the established tailback should further spark 
the ground attack, An experienced secondary 
should have corrected mistakes that led to 
opponents’ big plays late last year. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Only time will tell if Robinson has eliminated 
his propensity for turnovers. With Mike Martin, 
Ryan Van Bergen and Will Heininger gone on 
the defensive line, getting production from 
players in new positions and toughness up 
the middle could be a question mark. 


KEY LOSSES; 

WR Junior Hemingway, 

C David Molk, DE Ryan Van Bergen, 
NT Mike Martin, DT Will Heininger 


OVERVIEW: 

The potential for Michigan to build on last 
year's 11-2 campaign and win the Big Ten 

is certainly there. But with a much tougher 
schedule — starting with defending national 
champion Alabama and road games against 
Notre Dame and Ohio State — it’s not out of 
‘the realm of possibility the Wolverines could 
have a hard time matching those 11 wins. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Mattison 


Michigan Stadiu 


Expectations Running High in Ann Arbor 


‘ear One of the Brady Hoke 
y regime was — as defined within 
Schembechler Hall — an unmiti- 
gated failure. 

Forget, Hoke's players insist, about the 
11-2 record or the Sugar Bowl victory 
over Virginia Tech, marking Michigan’s 
first BCS bowl win since 2000. Never 
mind the one-year turnaround that 
came in stark contrast to the three previ- 
ous seasons when the Wolverines won a 
total of 15 games under Rich Rodriguez. 

For the Wolverines, this is what really 
mattered: 

Michigan did not reach the inaugural 
Big Ten Championship Game, a reality 
that represented the Wolverines’ internal 
shortcomings and makes this season’s 
goal clearly defined. 

“Last year, we failed,” safety Jordan 
Kovacs said, 

“It wasn’t a successful season — our 
mission every year is to win a Big Ten 
championship and we didn’t do that. 
At the end of the day, we didn’t get 
what we wanted, so that makes us hun- 
grier for next year.” 

For all of last year’s success — and 
there was plenty, including snapping 
a seven-game losing streak to archrival 
Ohio State — Michigan heads into the 
new season determined to take care of 
unfinished business. 

It's the reason quarterback Denard 
Robinson returned for his senior year. It’s 
why Hoke's players spent the offseason 
unfazed by their Sugar Bowl success and 
why they focus on what they didn’t ac- 
complish rather than on what they did. 

It’s the message that Hoke — the Big 
Ten’s reigning Coach of the Year — 
stresses how far his team is away from 
being where it needs to be rather than 
relishing the strides the program made 
in his first year in Ann Arbor. 

With a host of offensive skill players 


— namely Robinson and second-leading 
rusher Fitz Toussaint returning — 
Michigan’s offseason improvement plan 
dwells up front. There are big names to 
replace and a defensive toughness that 
needs to be re-established. 

But with a season-opening test 
against defending national champion 
Alabama awaiting the Wolverines in 
Arlington, the incentive to improve is 
certainly there. 
ecially with a bar of expectation 
set so high and with the goal of win- 
ning a Big Ten title not yet attained. 

“1 think the kids are working — I think 
they're coming here with energy and all 
those things,” Hoke said. “But I think the 
expectation level, how physical we want 
to be as a football team, I would say we're 
not where we need to be.” 


OFFENSE 


Al Borges operates best within his 
comfort zone, but he is willing to make 
adjustments when needed. 

When Borges got his first glimpse of 
quarterback Denard Robinson last year, 
he expanded his boundaries to allow Rob- 
inson to make the most of his skill set. 

That came with its share of growing 
pains. 

Robinson threw 15 interceptions and 
completed only 55 percent of his passes. 
He struggled at times to effectively run 
a hybrid offense that included elements 
of both the spread and pro-style sets. 

But armed with a better understand- 
ing of what the other expects, Borges 
and Robinson expect smoother sailing. 

“It's night and day,” Robinson said. 

Fitz Toussaint enters the year as the 
bona fide feature back —a title he didn’t 
earn until a month into last season. After 
rushing for 1,041 yards and nine touch- 
downs last season, Toussaint worked to 
become more of a complete back. 
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He improved as a blocker and as 
a pass-catcher out of the backfield — 
a multi-faceted skill set Borges requires 
from his backs. The Wolverines should 
also benefit from the improvement 
of sophomore Thomas Rawls, whom. 
Borges describes as a “battering ram.” 
Rawls, at 219 pounds, has the ability 
to run with power, but what excites 
Borges is the added dimension Rawls 
has discovered when he added some 
stop-and-go to his skill set. 
Backfield blocking will be key to assist 
an offensive line dealing with change. 
Center Ricky Barnum must fill the 
shoes of Rimington Trophy winner 
David Molk, while left tackle Taylor 
Lewan assumes more of a leadership 
role. Walk-on Joey Burzynski made an 
impressive showing in the spring and 
could fit a starting line that shoulders 
a lot of responsibility. 

Replacing leading receiver Junior 
Hemingway may be the biggest chal- 
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lenge. Filling the gap begins with senior 
Roy Roundtree. Roundtree saw a signifi- 
cant drop-off in production (19 catches, 
355 yards, two touchdowns) last year, 
but moving into Hemingway's flanker 
tole could mean a statistical boost. 

Juniors Jeremy Gallon and Jeremy 
Jackson, along with sophomore Jerald 
Robinson, all are part of the receiving 
arsenal, helping cover Hemingway's 
absence. 

Expect Borges to also throw in a bit 
of the deuce package he experimented 
with last year, which put Robinson and 
back-up Devin Gardner on the field at 
the same time. Gardner took about 
85 snaps at wide receiver during spring 
drills, which could be an added wrinkle 
for Borges to make the most of what 
he’s got. 

“We're evolving constantly and we're 
always trying to figure out how to get 
our best 11 on the field to do what they 
do best,” Borges said. “That may not 


consistently be the same 11 guys all the 
time, but that’s we're looking for.” 


DEFENSE 


Defensive coordinator Greg Mattison. 
spent the spring reshaping his defensive 
line following the graduation of nose 
tackle Mike Martin, defensive end Ryan. 
Van Bergen and tackle Will Heininger. 

The process is essentially a face-lift to 
a front four that played a critical role in 
Michigan’s impressive defensive turn- 
around last season. 

Defensive end Craig Roh moved from 
the weak side to the strong side, a move 
that plays more to Roh’s strengths and 
covered a gap left by Van Bergen. 

Jibreel Black moved from defensive end 
to tackle, allowing Black to better utilize 
his quickness. With Black’s move inside, 
sophomores Frank Clark and Brennen. 
Beyer will compete for a starting job at 
defensive end, completing what will cer- 
tainly be a new-look unit up front. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 
POS ‘STARTER i COMMENT BAL ry DEPT 
Q8 Denard Robinson” Sr___Better decisions, fundamentals should reduce INTs.__Devin Gardner, Jr. 
RB Fitz Toussaint* dt. Confidence, better vision could lead to big numbers. _ Vincent Smith, Sr. 
FB Stephen Hopkins Jt, Makes the transition after playing TB in 2011. Joe Kerridge, Fr. 
WR Roy Roundtree* St.____Expect numbers to jump after moving to flanker. Jerald Robinson, So. 
WR Jeremy Gallon Jt. Gives QB Robinson another legitimate downfield threat. Jeremy Jackson, Jr. 
TE __ Brandon Moore Sr.___ Finally gets his chance after being a career understudy, Ricardo Miller, Jr. 
LT Taylor Lewan* Jr Assumes the leadership role for offensive line. Kristian Mateus, So. 
LG Joey Burzynski So, ___Walk-on used solid spring to position himself as starter. Elliott Mealer, Sr. 
Cc Ricky Barnum Sr.___Has big shoes to fill replacing Rimington winner Molk. Jack Miller, Fr. 
RG Patrick Omameh* St___ Veteran presence provides stability to offensive line. Chris Bryant, Fr. 
RT ___ Michael Schofield* Jt Ten starts last season provided confidence. Kyle Kalis, Fr. 
K Brendan Gibbons* dt Connected on 13 of 17-FG attempts last year. Matt Wile, So. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: 


Defense 


STARTER YR. __ COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Craig Roh* St Move to strongside should pay dividends. Nathan Brink, Jr. 
NT Will Campbell Sr.__ Former five-star recruit ready for breakout season, _Richard Ash, So. 
OT _Jibreel Black Jt. Speedy tackle better suited inside after move from DE. Quinton Washington, Jr. 
DE Brennen Beyer So.__Has the ability to make an impact as a first-time starter. Frank Clark, So. 
LB Desmond Morgan* So. Made 63 tackles in impressive freshman season. Brandin Hawthorne, Sr. 
8 Kenny Demens* Sr___Led team with 94 tackles last season. doe Bolden, Fr. 
LB _Jake Ryan* So. Energy helps set tone for entire defense. Cam Gordon, Jr. 
CB Blake Countess So. Hopes to build off freshman success. Terrence Talbott, Jr. 
CB J.T. Floyd* Sr.___Has to be more consistent in downfield coverage. Courtney Avery, Jr. 
S___ Jordan Kovacs* Sr___ Secondary anchor ready to take leadership role. ‘Marvin Robinson, Jr. 
S$ Thomas Gordon* Jt.__Has to feel comfortable taking more chances, Jarrod Wilson. Fr. 
P___WillHagerup* Jf Will likely have to solidify starting job in fall camp. Matt Wile, So, 


“Returning Starter 
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WOLVERINES RECRUITING 2012 


= 
2 
= 
uw 4 é 
~ ondre Pipkins Kyle Kalis Joe Bolden 
©) Michigan lost three- Offensive linemen Michigan signed four 
CE year starter Mike contributing as fresh- linebackers in the 2012 
5 Martin at the nose man is rare, but the class, and two of them 
tackle position, and 6-5, 305-pound Kalis enrolled mid-year, 
Shas ile depth behind isa rare prospect including the 6-3, 230- 
©) him ready to step ito Physically he already pound Bolden. With 
Se The 6-3, looks the part of a outstanding size and 
325-pound Pipkins college player and his athleticism, Bolden is 
“4! was dominant against. technique is well also the highest ranked 
=the nation’s top talent ahead of his years. linebacker of 
atthe US. Army All- Combine that with Michigan's four new- 
American Bowl and Michigan’s need for comers atthe position. 
has the goods to start immediate help, and Being on campus in 
from Day 1. Kalis could see the the spring has given 
field this fall Bolden a chance to 
earn early playing time. 
am ros Me Stas mete Schl 
Blake Bas OL 65 25 OGG _ Nashille,TN Montgomery Bell Academy’ 


Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 32 
offensive tackle. 


Joe Bolden 1B 63 20 O00 OH Colerain 
Rivals250 selection.,.Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 outside linebacker...Participated in the Under Armour All-American Game. 


Ben Braden O 66 25 GOO Rocktord, Mi Rockford) 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 38 
offensive tackle. 


Jehu Chesson WR 63 18% OOO ‘St. Louis, MO ‘Ladue Horton Watkins} 
Fee as the No. 11 prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 91 
wide receiver. 


Jeremy Clark BB 64 25 COO ‘Madisonville, KY — Madisonville North Hopkins 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's No. 37 safety. 


‘Amara Darboh WR 62 19 O08 ‘West Des Moines, 1A Dowling 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in lowa...Rated as the nation's 
No. 30 wide receiver. 


DovinFunchess = TE 65 205 OO Farmington Hills, Ml Harrison 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's No. 14 
tight end, 


‘Allen Gant DB 62 20 o© Sylvania, OH __ Sylvania Southview 
Rated as the No. 57 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's No. 45 safety. 


Matthew Godin nT 66 7 oo0 Novi, Ml Detroit Catholic Central) 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 26 
defensive tackle, 


Willie Henry 1 62 7 ooo Cleveland, OH Glenville Academic Campus 
Rated as the No. 59 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Chose Michigan over Pittsburgh, 
Illinois and others. 


‘Sione Houma RB HH 21 oO Salt Lake City, UT Highland 
Rated as the nation’s No. 5 fullback by Rivals.com...Rushed for 1,211 yards and nine 
touchdowns as a senior. 


Cass Tech 
Rated as the nation's 


Royce Jenkins-Stone LB 6-2 215 © 
Rivals260 selection... ate as the N 


Drake Johnson RBG 200 © Pioneer 


‘Ann Arbor, Nl 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ..Rushed for 2,800 yards and 
37 touchdowns as a senior. 
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Commitments 
Average Stars 


ivals.com 


66606 


66006 _* 

S600o ° 

° Total Stars rT] 
Jeremy Clark National Rank: 7 Big Ten: 2 


Michigan initially 
offered the 6-4, 205- 
pound Clark a gray- 
shirt opportunity 
when he first com- 
mitted to the 
Wolverines the sum- 
mer before his senior 
year, but his play as 
a senior convinced 
Brady Hoke and his 
staff they needed him 
on campus immedi- 
ately and Clark was 
brought in as part of 
the 2012 class. 


s kh Wi Sas ‘Hometown 


Kyle Kalis OL 65 35 OGO66 Lakewood, OH St Edward 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation's 
No. 4 offensive tackle, Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


2073 NEEOS:® michigan's numbers 
on the offensive line continue to remain low despite 
signing four prospects at the position in the 2012 
class. The Wolverines also fell short of meeting their 
needs at tight end, where they are still looking for the 
player who can be an asset both as a blocker and a 
receiver. Most programs like to have a quarterback in 
each class, but that position was not addressed in 
2012. Michigan needs to land a big-time, pro-style 
passer in the 2013 class. 

By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 


Erik Magnuson = OL. G6. 275 OOOO  Carlshad, CA La Costa Canyon 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 12 prospect in California. .Rated as the nation's 
No, 10 offensive tackie...Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Dennis Norfleet = RB 57 «170 GOGO __ Detroit, Mi ‘Martin Luther King) 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Michigan...Rated as the nation's 
No. 5 all-purpose back. 


‘Mario Ojemudia = DE «63-215 COO Farmington Hills, ML Harrison 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 30 
weakside defensive end. 


Ondre Pipkins OT 63 330 OOOO Kansas City, MO Park Hill 
Rivals100 selection. ..Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Missouri...Rated as the nation's 
No. 3 defensive tackle....Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Teny Richarison DB 5-9 18 ©0600 Detroit, MI Cass Tech| 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Michigan. ..Rated as the nation's 
No. 18 cornerback...Participated in the Under Armour All-American Game. 


Kaleb Ringer BH 29 oOo Clayton, OH ‘Northmont} 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 17 
inside linebacker. 


‘James Ross 
Rivals260 selection... 
No. 14 outside linebacker. 


1B 60 29 ©0600 Orchant Lake, Mi ‘St Mary's | 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Michigan...Rated as the nation's 
Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


‘Tom Strobel DE 66 24 OOOO Mentor, 0H ‘Mentor| 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com..,Rated as the nation's No. 16 
weakside defensive end. 


A.J, Williams TE 66 20 OOO Cincinnati, OH ‘Sycamore | 
pa a the No. 26 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 22 
fight en 


Jarrod Wilson 0B 62 19 G660  Akron,OH Buchel 
Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 12 safety. 


Christopher Wormley DE 6-6 270 OOO Toledo, OH Whitmer 
Rated as the No, 22 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 21 
strongside defensive end. 
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WOLVERINES SPRING ROSTER 


SP Effic Cmp Att Int 


Sacks: R. Van Bergen 5.5, J. Kovacs 4, C. Roh 4 
Interceptions: J.T. Floyd 2, C. Avery 2, three tied with 1 


() PASSING D.Robinson 13 1387 142 258 15 550 2173 20 7 1672 
ek pt area a8 1 32 
x 

Ee 

OD  pecervine 

a 

x 

=) 

Q  pusnine 

= a 

aQ Tackles: K. Demens 94, J. Kovacs 75, . Gordon 67 

Z per LEADERS —_T#0kles for loss: R. Van Bergen 12.5, J. Ryan 11, two tied with 8 


me Pos. HL Hometown No. Wi Pos E Hometown 
40 Wate Alspach TE 6-6 224 So. Grand Rapids’, ©=«27 Mike Jones, «= LB G2 24 de Ohta, 
54 Wichard Ash OT 63301 So, ——Pabohos, FL ©«27 denathan Kemer WR G5 205 Forage, 
5 Courtney Avery CB S-tt 173 de. ——MansfelOH © 14. JackKemnedy QB 5-11 185 Sx. ——_ Walled Lake 
38 ALBackay 510 181 ke slant 36 JoeKenidge BOGOF 
2 WickyBomum OL G3 Bee 2 S60 17 S Cute, OF 
@ Fusco Belomy 0869 100 a 65 wT & Macomb 
97 Bremen Bayer OE 6-3 25S, 7 1 68 92 ke —_Scattsdae,AZ 
55 ibree\Black OT «6-2 260k 7 1 67 25 So. Ada 
35 ooBoléen 620 Fe 7 1 65 30 Se Wauseon, 0H 
7 Nathan Brink OT 6-5 263 de oo OL 64 253 Perrysburg, 
46 Seth Brookhuizen PK 61 200 ry Te 64 2H ke Orando, FL 
8 ChisByant OL G4 OH Fe ry TE 65 255 Sc ‘Trotwood, M 
56 JoeyBurynski OL 6-1 204 So, “4 B61 2 So. Moland 
78 Witlam Campbell OT 65 32 6 OL G4 290 Sx Columbus, OH 
20 TomaniCarier 0B S11 175 Fe ra TE 63 245 So. __Gibsonla,PA 
Chk «OE «2 228 So, ry ro Fe 
lake Couns 0B S410 176 So, x = ‘s 
25 Kenny Domens LB G1 MB Se % we 
25 Drow Dleo WR 5-10 172 J GroemelSpings,1A 49 Kale Anger LB 
$8 Chis Eddie TE 65 265 So Detroit — 16 Denard Robinson 08 
42 DylnEstering TE 65 207 So, Bissfeld 63. Jerald Robinson WR 
8 JER BGO 185 Se 3) Maria Robinson § 
14. Jost Fu ~ Amapol, MD 95 Chis Rock DE 
88 Cragfoh DE cts, 
12 RoyRowdres WR 60 177 Sc Trotwood, OH 
a) 
4 darth Glnda 1S 63 255 Je —Rochesterits «96 BaquerSayed Wh 
81 Giaham Glasgow OL 66 314 Fe Aurora iL 75. ‘Michael Sebotield OL Ohtond Pak, 
4 Cameron Gordon 3 ; Deol 23 FoydSimmont—_§ Dotat 
30 Thomas Gordon Debt «2 Vincent Sith RB Pahokee, FL 
94 Curt Graman Cicinna,OH 13. Alex Sweca OB NewYork, WY 
68 Ek Gunderson OL 6-8 312 de Milan 37 Terence Tot 86-11 178 Je_‘Huber Heights, OH 
%9 PaulGyarmati FB G1 216 Se —_—BloomoldHils—G RaymonTaylr (08 $10 169 So Detroit 
4% WiMagerup P64 225 de.——Mlwaukoe, W128 ‘gerald Toussaint RB 5-10 185 dc Youngstown, OH 
7 Brandin Hawthorne 1B 6-0 216 "Pahokee FL— 78 uinton Washington OT 6-4 302 St Stphen, SC 
5 dustice Hayes AB 510 176 "Grand Blane 45 ‘Matt Wile PK 62 206 So. SanDiogo,CA 
92 KelthHetuman DE 63. 251 Fe. Witiard,O8 41 Kenny Wikins OT 63 280 Se, Washinglon,PA 
24 Delonte Holwell 08 5:9 164 So, Dewoit 22 Jared Wison S62 10 ‘Akron, OH 
58 StophonWopking AO 6-0 228 Je Double Oak,TX 4 SteveWison OB «S11 180 Se White Lake 
17 Jeremy Jackson WR 63198 Je ‘on hibor 19 Charlie Zeller =—=«'S=«S1 184 J CentenniacO 


Pet Yards 1D Long Avy/S 
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NOTEBOOK 


jedshirt sophomore safety Josh Furman was 
reinstated to the team following spring ball after 
being suspended for three criminal charges. 

Furman was arrested following a February inci- 
dent. A trial resulted in Furman being found not guilty 
of domestic violence, assault and illegal entry. Coach 
Brady Hoke announced Furman had been reinstated 
on April 30, saying Furman understands the respon- 
sibilities associated with being part of the program. 

“Itis our job to make sure he continues to grow off 
the field, as well as on the field,” Hoke said, 

Furman appeared in 12 games last season, play- 
ing mostly on special teams, 

* Hoke said at the end of spring ball that he would 
consider allowing a player to wear the coveted No. 1 
jersey, which has been worn in the past by receivers 
Anthony Carter and Braylon Edwards. 

The likely candidate is senior Roy Roundtree, 
who has worn No. 12. But Roundtree, who has said 
being considered as a possible team captain would 
be an honor, understands he would have to earn the 
number change. 

“For any receiver on the team, it would be a special 
moment,” Roundtree said. “It takes hard work and 
dedication, and the coaches are the ones giving it out. 
They're not just going to give it — you have to earn it.” 

* After going 3-0 in night games last season, the 
Wolverines face three more prime-time appearances 
and another late afternoon kickoff this year. Michigan 
begins the year against defending national champion 
Alabama in Arlington on Sept. 1 and then will face 
Notre Dame under the lights in South Bend, 

While Hoke's players are trying to focus on their 
‘own business, it's hard to ignore the big stage to start 
the season. 

“You can’t start any bigger than that,” safety 
Jordan Kovaes said. 

One Big Ten game — Oct. 27 at Nebraska — will 
also be a prime-time start, while Michigan's Oct. 6 
conference road test at Purdue will begin at 4 p.m. 

Michigan is 25-12 all-time in games starting after 
5 p.m. ET. Michigan won night games last season 
against Notre Dame, Northwestern and Virginia Tech 
{in the Sugar Bowl). 


“They have one of the most dynamic players in 
‘the country in Denard Robinson. The thing is, 
Michigan can't be a pro-style team because that 
doesn't accentuate his talents. But they can't be a 
‘spread team because he won't last a season 
because of the contact he'll take. So, again, we 
have this cross-breed kind of offense that was 
effective last year and needs to be effective again. 

“One of the best things that can happen to 
Michigan in 2012 is if (Fitzgerald) Toussiant or a 
tailback is their leading rusher. You don't want 
Denard Robinson to be the leading rusher because 
‘then he's carrying the ball too much. And, yet, you 
want to have the opposing defense defend 
Robinson as a runner while having a tailback- 
dominated run game. That's the dilemma for 
Michigan.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Fitzgerald Touss: 


Photo by Scatt Boehm 


That left only the vital role of the 
nose tackle, which Mattison fingered 
senior Will Campbell to play. Campbell, 
a former five-star recruit who has yet to 
reach his potential, suddenly realized he 
was running out of time. 

Mattison’s message to Campbell was 
clear. 

“We need him to be a football play- 
er,” Mattison said. “We need him to not 
just knock people around, but tackle the 
football. The ball is the issue — not how 
many lumps you can put on that guard 
or that center. 


2009 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.5 4 
Rushing 186.2 25 Rushing 238.5 
Passing 198.3 81 Passing 250.2 
Total 384.5 59 Total 488.7 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 32.8 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 27.577 
Rushing 171.9 91 
Passing 221.4 «67 
Total 393382 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 35.2 
Rushing 188.9 
Passing 261.9 
Total 450.8 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-12 -100 115-10 -O77 


2010 RANKINGS 


“Will is getting it, and Will's the key.” 
Campbell has to define the middle 
of the defense, where coach Brady 
Hoke said he needs to see more tough- 
ness. Hoke has singled out a corps of 
linebackers that has shown promise — 
especially with sophomores Jake Ryan 
and Desmond Morgan — who made 
significant strides last year as freshmen. 
Returning leading tackler Kenny 
Demens provides experience at middle 
linebacker, but he must also dictate how 
strong the Wolverines are up the middle. 
Amid all the change, though, is some 
level of comfort with the familiarity of 
the scheme Mattison introduced last 
year. Prior to Hoke’s hiring, Michigan 
defensive players shuffled through 
schemes and coordinators like a deck of 
cards, Now armed with a better under- 
standing of where the bar has been set, 
executing the plan becomes easier. 
“That's good for us,” said senior Jordan 
Kovacs, who anchors the defensive back- 
field. “It’s nice to be comfortable with the 
guys and comfortable with the plays.” 
While there’s a new level of un- 
derstanding, there's also more that is 
expected. Despite the improvements 
made last year defensively, Mattison is 
unrelenting in his pursuit of getting his 
unit to be a “Michigan defense.” 
Regardless of how much reshaping 
has been done, that will require more 
work. 
“We're still miles and miles away,” 
Mattison said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Placekicker Brendan Gibbons so- 
lidified himself with a game-winning 
34-yard field goal that gave the Wolver- 
ines an overtime Sugar Bowl win over 
Virginia Tech. Gibbons continues to be 
more consistent after hitting on 13 of 
17 field-goal attempts last year. 


2011 RANKINGS: 


RANK OFFENSE §=PERGAME RANK 
25 | Scoring 33.3. 26 
13 | Rushing 221.9 13 
36 Passing 182.9 93 

8 | Total 404.7 42 


RANK | DEFENSE PER GAME 
108 Scoring 17.4 
95 | Rushing 131.7 
112 Pass 190.5 
110 Total 322.2 


TOMARGIN PER GAME 
+0.54 


RANK 
109 «+7 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Denard Robinson 
Robinson has the talent to 
be in the Heisman Trophy con- 
versation, but he must be 
‘more consistent in the passing = 
game, ... He was Michigan's 
leading rusher last season 
(1,176 yards, 16 touchdowns). 
Robinson has to build on 
the improvement he made 
during the spring and must make better throws down- 
field to take advantage of his receiving corps. ... Most 
importantly, he must limit his turnovers after throwing 
15 interceptions last year. 


EMERGING STAR 
LB Desmond Morgan 
The sophomore made quite 

an impression last year, when 

he made seven starts and reg- 
istered 63 tackles. ... Morgan 
has a knack for getting to the 
football and for the kind of 
toughness defensive coordina- 
tor Greg Mattison demands. 

His four tackles for loss were 

‘among the team's best and he also had a sack. .. Only 

‘one year into his Michigan career, it's easy to see that 

‘Morgan has the potential to become a standout. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LG Joey Burzynski 

‘The redshirt sophomore 
walk-on was a virtual 
unknown when camp began, 
apparently buried on the 
depth chart behind senior 
Elliott Mealer and redshirt 
freshman Chris Bryant. ... 
But Burzynski's work ethic 
and consistency throughout 
spring practices helped him edge out Mealer for the 
starting left guard spot in the spring scrimmage. 
OC Al Borges said Burzynski hasn't earned the perma- 
nent starting job, but he's done his best to position 
himself for the fall competition. 


RESULTS 
11-2, 62 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 34-10 
NOTRE DAME 35-31 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 31-3 
SANDIEGO STATE 28-7 
MINNESOTA 58-0 
at Northwestern 42-24 
at Michigan State 14-28 
PURDUE 36-14 
at lowa 16-24 
at Minois 31-14 
NEBRASKA 45-17 
OHIO STATE 40-34 
‘Sugar Bowl 
vs. Virginia Tech (OT) 23-20 
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PLAYER 


Patience to Pay Off 
For WR Roundtree 


R™. Roundtree could have taken the easy 
way out. 

He could have sulked. He could have com- 
plained about a lack of work or having to accept 
a lesser role. 

As a sophomore in 2010, Roundtree led 
Michigan in receiving with 72 catches for 935 
yards and seven touchdowns. By the end of last 
season, Roundtree had all of 19 catches for 355 
yards — a statistical hit that could have riled 
others in his position. 

Not Roundtree. 

“It would be natural to second-guess a lot of 
things, but he didn’t,” offensive coordinator Al 
Borges said. “And because he didn’t, he’s im- 
proving daily.” 

Rather than focus on his diminished numbers, 
Roundtree sought other ways to fit in. 

He worked to become a better downfield 
blocker, competing with his fellow receivers in 
how many defenders they laid out. 

Although it wasn’t the kind of statistic found in 
the box score, Roundtree discovered satisfaction. 

“We really weren't worried about the ball 
because the quarterback’s got the ball in his 
hands,” Roundtree said. “He was the one that 
was making the right decisions.” 


PROFILE 


Roy Roundtree 
Photo by Icon Sports Media 


Roundtree put effort into his route running, 
knowing that at any time, the ball could be com- 
ing his way. 

With the exception of a last-second, game- 
winning touchdown catch against Notre Dame, 
Roundtree remained out of the spotlight, under- 
standing one day, his time would come again. 

Even though his numbers didn’t stand out, his 
attitude did 

Borges became 


Robinson's downfield completions went to flank- 
er Junior Hemingway. 
Quietly, Roundtree went about his business. 
“I was just going out there competing,” 


Roundtree said. “Even though | probably had one : 


catch a game, that one catch (was) a factor.” 

This year, things could change, shifting 
Roundtree again back into (more visible) action. 
He will assume Hemingway's spot at flanker — 
a move that should increase how much he sees 
the ball. 

Asa senior, he has become a mentor to young- 
er receivers. Roundtree continues to play with a 
team-first attitude, finding gratification with win- 
ning, no matter the statistics next to his name. 

Borges, for one, expects Roundtree’s work 
and willingness to take what comes his way, to 
pay off. 


“| have no doubt Roy Roundtree is going to : 


have a heck of a year,” Borges said. 


impressed with how : 
Roundtree accepted sharing time with Jeremy : 
Gallon at split end while the majority of Denard ? 


Punting duties aren’t nearly as clear- 
cut. Will Hagerup and Matt Wile — who 
andles kickoff duties — will enter the 
all “neck and neck” for the starting job 
fter neither separated themselves dur- 
ing the spring. 

In the return game, Jeremy Gallon 
has made himself the favorite to handle 
unts, showing great confidence in 
atching the ball as well as exhibiting 
lid field vision. The returner on kick- 
ffs still needs some defining; running 
acks Thomas Rawls, Justice Hayes, 
Vincent Smith and cornerback Blake 
Countess are all in the mix. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


If the Wolverines were looking for 
an instant measuring stick to start the 
season, they got one. 

Taking on defending national cham- 
pion Alabama in Arlington offers Hoke 
a gauge of how his team measures up 
against elite competition. It may be the 
best thing that could have happened, 
considering the battery of competition 
the Wolverines face later on, 

Michigan plays rivals Ohio State and 
Notre Dame on the road and must also 
travel to Nebraska. Both of the Wolver- 
ines’ losses (Michigan State and Iowa) 
came away from home last year when Big 
Ten teams struggled to win on the road. 

The Wolverines do get in-state foe 
Michigan State at home Oct. 20 — 

a game that will be critical to 
Michigan’s Big Ten title chances. 


—Jeff Arnold 
SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 11 Record 
Sept.1 vs. Alabama (Arlington, TX) 12-1 
Sept. 8 AIR FORCE 7-6 
Sept.15 | MASSACHUSETTS 5-6 
Sept. 22 at Notre Dame 8-5 
Oct. 6 at Purdue 7-6 
Oct. 13 ILLINOIS 7-6 
Oct. 20 MICHIGAN STATE 11-3 
Oct. 27 at Nebraska 9-4 
Nov. 3 at Minnesota 3-9 
Nov. 10 NORTHWESTERN 6-7 
Nov. 17 IOWA 7-6 
Nov. 24 at Ohio State 6-7 
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BUFFALO | BULLS 


Record: 3-9 


“Our offense will have the opportu- 
nity to be highly productive,” 
— Coach Jeff Quinn 


BULLS at aGLANCE 


‘COACH: Jeff Quinn — At Buffalo and overal:5-19, 2 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Alex Wood 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Lou Tepper 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2008 

LAST BOWL: 2008, International 

RETURNING STARTERS: 4; 6 offense, 7 defense kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Alex Zordich, RB Branden Oliver, 

WR Alex Neutz, OL Gokhan Ozkan, LB Khalil Mack, LB Lee Skinner, 
DL Steven Means 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Bulls ike their offensive potential, 
since they return two quarterbacks with starting experience in 
Zordich and senior Jerry Davis, and add exciting freshman Joe 
LUcata to the mix. Olivers a powerhouse who had 1,395 yards 
and eight 100-yard games last season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Buffalo was hit hard by graduation 
losses at wide receiver and doesn't have a senior a the postion. 
‘Neutz comes back from a season-ending injury and needs to lead 
‘a young group that will have to fast-track ts development to give 
the offense some balance and punch through the ai 


OFFENSE 

The Bulls like junior quarterback Alex Zordich’s 
running ability, plus his combination of size and 
strength, while freshman Joe Licata proved in 
spring ball he is a gifted thrower and a viable 
second option. 

What will make the Buffalo quarterbacks better 
is the track record of junior running back Branden 
Oliver, a workhorse who set school records with his 
306 carries for nearly 1,400 yards last season. 

Oliver blends speed, balance and strength in his 
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MAC record: 2-6 (6th, East) 


5-8, 204-pound frame that pounded out 235 yards 
against Akron last season. 

The passing game will rely on junior Alex Neutz 
to provide a big-play threat since heavy graduation 
losses leave him as the likely go-to guy. Sophomore 
Devon Hughes looks ready to assume a lead role 
here, too. 

Junior tight end Jake Reeder is healed after a 
knee injury slowed him in 2011, while the offensive 
line returns four starters. Seniors Graham Whinery 
and Gokhan Ozkan are the anchors, 


DEFENSE 

New defensive coordinator Lou Tepper should 
get pop from the group at linebacker, 

‘The former Illinois head coach has a prime talent 
in junior Khalil Mack, who won first-team All-MAC 
honors last season as a sophomore, forcing five 
fumbles and finishing third in the country with 
205 tackles for loss. 

‘Mack is joined in the linebacker corps by sopho- 
more Lee Skinner, who had 80 stops as a freshman 
in 2011, and by productive senior Scott Pettigrew, 

‘The line expects big-play production from senior 
Steven Means, whose 12 career sacks are his calling 
card. Junior Colby Way relies on a high-motor 
approach that led him to 49 stops last season, tops 
among the Buffalo defensive linemen. 

The secondary moves into 2012 poised to im- 
prove on its tackling and ability to force turnovers. 
Safety Isaac Baugh is the lone senior and brings a 
physical edge to the unit, Junior Najja Johnson and 
sophomore Cortney Lester are solid at the corners 
after a season as starters. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Sophomore Patrick Clarke is the returning 
starter at kicker and one of the leading candidates 
to fill the vacancy at punter. Clarke won the kicking 
job late in the 2011 season and went perfect over 
the final three games, hitting all 10 extra points and 
all six field-goal tries, 

He will be the punter, at least on an interim basis, 
unless incoming recruit Tyler Grassman demon- 
strates he can take that job away. 


OVERVIEW 

As Jeff Quinn enters his third season at the 
helm, he will have to keep his team in the middle 
of things in the MAC East and demonstrate 
enough improvement to show that the Bulls are 
headed in the right direction. A few playmakers 
on both sides of the ball should keep the Bulls 
competitive in most of conference games, but 
they are not ready to challenge for a division 
title, 


“TOP NEWCOMER = 


| OL Jaden Cotton: The offensive line was an area 
__inneed of an upgrade, and the 6-6, 330-pound 
Cotton has the potential to address that right 

away. The Bulls love his physicality and expect his | 
strength to soon be off the charts, 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2011 RESULTS 2012 SCHEDULE 


eset neg re ie er 


2011 RANKINGS 


By Matt Markey 


‘Alex Zordich 
Branden Oliver* 
Alex Neutz* 
Cordero Dixon 

Fred Lee 

Jimmy Gordon 
‘Andre Davis* 
Jasen Carlson® 
Trevor Sales 
Graham Whinery® 
Gokhan Ozkan* 


PeePRVsLTEs 


£ 


‘Steven Means* 
‘Wyatt Cahill 
Colby Way 
Khalil Mack 
Lee Skinner® 
Jaleol Verser? 
Imani Chatman 
‘Nalja Johnson® 
Cortney Lester* 
Isaac Baugh* 
‘Witney Shey 


SPECIAL TEAMS: 


K 45 


P45 


Patrick Clarke* 
Patrick Clarke 


‘*Retuming starter 


Sept. 
Sept.8 


Sept. 19/20 


Sept. 29 
Oct.6 
Oct.13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov.17 
Nov, 23 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing, 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


TOMARGIN 


2 


at Georgia 
MORGAN STATE 
KENT STATE 

at Connecticut 

at Ohio 

at Northern ilinols 
PITTSBURGH 
TOLEDO 

MIAMI (OH) 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Massachusetts 

vs. Bowling Green (Coumbus, OH) 


16-35, 
35-7 
25-28 
317 
10-4) 
38-37 
0-34 
30-31 
13-41 
17-30 
5110 
28-42 


at Pittsburgh 
STONY BROOK 
at Ball State 
CONNECTICUT 
at Tennessee 
‘OHIO 
at Temple 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS, 
at Miami (OH) 
at Eastern Michigan 
AKRON 
BOWLING GREEN 


PER GAME 
222 
155.0 
210.2 
3652 


PER GAME 
294 
1812 

2037 
384.8 


PER GAME 
-O.17 
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MICHIGAN STATE 


SRA U/AINS) 


For more coverage of the Spartans, visit michiganstate.rivals.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATO 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
11-3, 7-2 Big Ten (1st, Legends) 


COACH: 
Mark Dantonio — At Michigan State: 44-22, 
6 years; overall: 62-39, 9 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 4 offense, 8 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Andrew Maxwell, RB Le’Veon Bell, 
DE William Gholston, DE Marcus Rush, 
LB Denicos Allen, CB Johnny Adams, 
SS Isaiah Lewis 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The bulk of a defense that ranked sixth 

in the nation last season returns, including 
Gholston and Adams, both likely first-round 
NFL draft picks, A veteran offensive line 
and backfield, led by Bell, should help the 
Spartans do much better than 11th in the 


Big Ten in rushing, as they were in 2011. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Michigan State's projected top three wide- 
outs (Tony Lippett, Bennie Fowler and Keith 
Mumphery) caught a combined eight passes 
last season and struggled to stay healthy this 
spring, as did Maxwell, the first-year starting 
quarterback. In other words, there are plenty 

of questions about the Spartans’ passing game. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Kirk Cousins, RB Edwin Baker, 

WR B.J. Cunningham, WR Keshawn Martin, 
TE Brian Linthicum, DT Jere! Worthy, 

S Trenton Robinson 


OVERVIEW: 

After 22 wins in two seasons, Michigan State 
expects nothing less than that kind of success 
this year, or any year. The defense appears to 

be in place for another run at a Big Ten title. But 
Maxwell has yet to throw a meaningful college 
pass. With divisional foes Michigan and Nebraska 
both boasting similarly big expectations, there 
isn’t much leeway for growing pains. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Pat Narduzzi 


partan Stadium: 75,005 


Spartans’ Confidence Brimming under Dantonio 


ollege football coaches often 
( temper expectations when 
speaking months before the 
start of a season. But Michigan State 
coach Mark Dantonio isn’t hiding from 
what he’s built. 

A Big Ten co-championship, a divi- 
sion title, an Outback Bowl victory over 
an SEC foe — and 22 victories over the 
past two seasons — have changed the 
vibe in East Lansing. 

It’s clear Dantonio believes his 
defense-led club can live up to the 
new standard. 

“We're in good shape defensively. 

I can pretty much say with confidence, 
we're going to be pretty good,” the Spar- 
tans’ six-year coach said this spring. 

“We can run; we'll tackle,” Dantonio 
added after the spring game. “We can 
do the things that need to be done on 
the defensive side of the ball that allows 
you to be successful.” 

The definition of success has 
changed, however, both internally and 
externally — and even since the Jan. 2 
Outback Bowl. 

“After the bowl game, we (came up 
with), ‘OK, no more Rose Bowl, we 
want a national championship,’” junior 
linebacker Denicos Allen said. 

“| think a lot of people should con- 
sider us being a national championship 
contender, especially with the defense we 
have. ... Personally, I think it’s the best.” 

The Spartans do return the bulk of 
the Big Ten’s best defense. As for con- 
tending for the national championship, 
Michigan State fans wouldn’t mind 
settling for the program’s first trip to 
Pasadena in a quarter century. 

If it were to happen, it would come 
with a new quarterback — junior Andrew 
Maxwell — a slew of unproven wide- 
outs and without six players selected 
in April’s NFL Draft. Among them were 
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the school’s all-time passing leader (Kirk 
Cousins), all-time leading receiver (B.J. 
Cunningham) and its disruptive mam- 
moth defensive tackle (Jerel Worthy). 

Dantonio’s concern, however, isn’t 
missing their talent. 

“There is a void in leadership,” he 
said. “It's not that we don’t have good 
leaders. We have good leaders, but 
somebody has to take control of our 
football team. 

“We really have good people and 
great chemistry on our football team, 
but somebody has to pull that leader- 
ship to them.” 

Ata program that hasn’t had a run 
like this since the mid-1960s and re- 
mains surrounded by a four-decade-old 
inferiority complex, leadership matters. 

“1 think we've laid a great founda- 
tion,” Dantonio said. “We've won more 
in the past couple years than maybe 
ever before. But with that being said, 
we're still not to where we need to go, 
and we still have different things we 
need to be challenged with.” 


OFFENSE 


Dantonio’s first spring press confer- 
ence was humming along without 
incident, until a reporter asked about 
starting running back Le’Veon Bell. 

“ think it’s important we're not com- 
placent,” Dantonio responded bluntly. 

Nobody had said boo about compla- 
cency before that moment. But Danto- 
nio spent the rest of the spring defend- 
ing Bell and acting as if the media 
brought it up. 

Be it a motivational ploy or simply 
honest discontent with the offseason 
work ethic of his bruising junior tailback, 
Dantonio likely wanted to make sure he’d 
be getting the best from the one offensive 
skill player he knows he can count on. 

Bell unseated last season’s starter 


www.lindyssports.com 2012 


Edwin Baker (a seventh-round pick of the 
San Diego Chargers) at midseason and 
finished with 948 yards rushing behind a 
young and banged-up offensive line. 

That crew returns four starters and 
three others Dantonio considers of 
similar caliber, meaning the Big Ten’s 
11th-ranked rushing offense should 
move up considerably. 

It might have to. There is nothing else 
on this offense that’s proven — no quar- 
terback, wideouts, tight ends or fullbacks. 

There's enough perceived talent, 
beginning with junior quarterback 
Andrew Maxwell, that no one is panick- 
ing. But no one is sure what to expect, 
either. Any chance to figure that out 
during the spring was hampered by a 
bevy of injuries, including to Maxwell, 
who missed the final two weeks of 
spring practice with a sprained knee. 

His offensive coordinator had seen 
enough to know he makes a difference, 


Dan Roushar, entering his second season 
directing the Spartans offense. “He makes 
our offense better because he's got a com- 
mand of it. He can step in the huddle, 
demonstrate confidence. He can get us to 
the right play, into the right protections.” 

Figuring out his targets is another 
matter. 

Possible go-to wideout junior Bennie 
Fowler missed all but a few snaps this 
spring recovering from surgery on a 
broken foot. Two other possible starters, 
sophomores Tony Lippett and Keith 
Mumphery battled their own injuries 
late in the spring. And none of the 
three has done enough — 22 career 
catches among them — to be certain 
commodities this fall. 

There are intriguing players behind 
them. They include redshirt freshman 
Andre Sims Jr. (the first wideout selected 
by his teammates for the spring game) 
and sophomore DeAnthony Arnett, 
who was allowed by the NCAA to play 


immediately after transferring from Ten- 
nessee to be closer to his ailing father. 
Arnett caught 24 passes as a true fresh- 
man for the Volunteers last season. 


DEFENSE 


No one will say for certain how much 
defensive end William Gholston had to 
do with quarterback Andrew Maxwell's 
sprained knee during an April scrim- 
mage. By all accounts, he was in on the 
play. He’s in on seemingly every play. 

A couple of series into the spring 
game, it looked as if the game might 
have to be called on account that no 
one could block the junior from Detroit. 

On a defense full of speed, experi- 
ence and depth, the 6-7, 275-pound 
Gholston stands out as a difference- 
maker — charming off the field, over- 
whelming and sometimes vicious on 
it (see the suspension-yielding punch 
delivered to Michigan’s Taylor Lewan 
last season). 
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Photo by Steve Beyer 


Offense 


YR.__ COMMENT 
QB Andrew Maxwell Jt Fourth-year player takes over for Kirk Cousins. Connor Cook, Fr. 
RB__Le'Veon Bell ut Powerful player runs behind a veteran O-line, Larry Caper, Sr. 
FB__ Niko Palazeti So. Better ball-carrier than other recent fullbacks. Trevon Pendleton, Fr. 
WR __ Bennie Fowler Jr. Terrific talent, but has battled foot issues, Keith Mumphery, So, 
WR Tony Lippett So. Back full ime at WR; spring cut short by ankle injury. Andre Sims Jr, Fr. 
TE Dion Sims Jt Prototypical size and a threat in passing game. Andrew Gleichert, So. 
LT__Dan France" Jt___Second-year starter protecting QB's blindside, Skyler Burkland, So. 
LG Blake Treadwell ut Only likely first-year starter on the O-line, Jack Allen, Fr. 
C Travis Jackson* So. _ Started 10 games as a redshirt freshman. Jack Allen, Fr. 
RG Chris McDonald* Sr Third-year starter at right quard. Connor Kruse, $0, 
RT Fou Fonoti* Sr. JC transfer took over last year for injured Burkland. Skyler Burkland, So. 
K___ Dan Conroy* Sr___Has made three 50-yarders in his career. Kevin Muma, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


STARTER COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Marcus Rush* So. Overlooked opposite Gholston, but shouldn't be. Shilique Calhoun, Fr. 
DT __Anthony Rashad White Sr._ Moves over from NT to replace Jerel Worthy. James Kittredge, So. 
NT___Tyler Hoover St___In battle with Kittredge for starting spot. James Kittredge, So, 
DE William Gholston* Jt Agame-changing talent and early NFL pick. Joel Heath, Fr. 

LB Chris Norman* St___Third-year starter coming off shoulder surgery. Darien Harris, Fr. 

LB Max Bullough* Jt Critical leader on a unit without an obvious voice. TyQuan Hammock, Jr. 
LB _Denicos Allen” Jt____Second-team All-Big Ten as a sophomore. Steve Gardiner, Sr. 
CB Darqueze Dennard” Jt Shoulder injury in spring required surgery. Trae Waynes, Fr. 

CB Johnny Adams* Sr.___Al-Big Ten DB might also play wideout. Mitchell White, Sr. 
SS__ Isaiah Lewis* Jf Steps into leadership role in secondary. dairus Jones, Jr. 

FS___ Kurtis Drummond So.__ Replaces 49ers draft pick Trenton Robinson. RJ. Williamson, Fr. 
P___Mike Sadler* So, Lefty averaged 41.1 yards per punt as freshman. Kevin Muma, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 
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PARTANS RECRUITING 2012 


L 


Demetrious Cox 
Michigan State fought 
off the likes of Penn 
State and Ohio State 
to sign the 6-1, 
492-pound Cox, and 
expect him to come 
in and bolster an 
already solid safety 
position. Cox has the 
talent and the conti- 
dence to make a 
move early in his 
career and demand 


Aaron Burbridge 
With B.J. Cunningham 
and Keith Nichol mov- 
ing on in their careers 
following the 2011 
season, Michigan State 
vill likely call on one of 
their young wide 
receivers to play heavy 
minutes as a fresh- 
man, The 6-1, 175- 
pound Burbridge has 
the skill set that will 
‘make him most likely 


Jamal Lyles 
Originally projected to 
bea linebacker at the 
college level, Lyles 
continued to grow 
through his senior 
year of high school 
and will enter his 
freshman season 
close to 6-5, 240 
pounds. He has the 
explosiveness to 
come off the edge as 
a pass-rusher, and 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


to answer that call the frame to grow playing time. 
into the position. 
Name Pos Ht Wt_ Stars Hometown Schoo! | 
Riley Bullough 1B 62 25 O00 Traverse City, Ml St Francis Catholic 


Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 52 
outside linebacker...Chose Michigan State over Cincinnati, lowa, Western Michigan 
and Wisconsin. 


Aaron Burbridge = WR «6-1 18 GOGO — Farmington Hills, Ml Harison| 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Michigan, ..Rated as the nation's 
No, 16 wide receiver...Chose Michigan State over Cincinnati, Illinois, Michigan, Notre 
Dame and Ohio State, 


Demetrious Cox BGI (192 ©6060 Jeannette, PA Jeannette 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 safety... hose Michigan State over Ohio State, Penn State, Wisconsin and others. 


Jermaine Edmondson DB 6-1 170 oo Canton, OH McKinley 
Selected to play in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game....Participated in the Offense- 
Defense All-American Bowl...Had 41 tackles and 12 pass breakups as a senior. 


David Fennell oT 63 2H °o Portland, OR ‘Sunset 
First-team all-state selection... Recorded 82 tackles, 10.5 tackles for loss and §.5 sacks 


THE SLEEPER 


asa senior. 


Zach Higgins Oo 65 %5 COO ‘Alliance, OH ‘arlington 
Rated as the No. 47 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 69 
offensive tackle. 


Evan Jones Tr 66 2 O00 ‘West Lafayette, OH Ridgewood 
Rated as the No. 52 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Chose Michigan State over 
Akron, Bowling Green, Toledo and West Virginia. 


Kyle Kerrick WR 63 18 O00 Coatesville, PA Coatesville Area Senior 
Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Chose Michigan State 
over Akron, Cincinnati, IIinofs, Pittsburgh, Syracuse, Temple and West Virginia. 


Kodi Kieler Oo 66 35 OOO Gibraltar, Mt Carison| 
Rated as the No. 28 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Selected to play in the 
Michigan High School Football Coaches Association 2012 East-West All-Star Game. 


Committments 


Josiah Price 

The 6-5, 240-pound 
Price comes from 

‘a small school in 
Indiana where he was 
asked to do every- 
thing, including play 
quarterback. He 
excelled in that role 
8 a high school 
senior, but possesses 
all the tools to grow 
into a high level Big 
Ten performer at 
either tight end or 
defensive end, 


National Rank: 41 Big Ten: 5 


2013 NEEDS: second-leading rusher 
Edwin Baker entered the NFL Draft and Larry Caper is 
entering his final season as a Spartan. That will leave 
Michigan State extremely low in the backfield entering 
the 2013 season and in need of help at the running 
back position, The offensive tackle position is also get- 
ting low on bodies and their 2012 cornerback position 
features three upperclassmen among their top three 
spots, so the Spartans will be in search of young tal- 
ent to replenish that position. 

By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 


‘At Wt Stars 


Hometown 


Macgarett Kings J. WR 511 178 OOO Fort Lauderdale, FL University School 
Rated as the No. 91 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 86 
wide receiver...Participated in the Nike South Florida All-Star Game. 


Jamal Lyles, 1 65 20 © © Southfield, MI Latnrun 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 18 
weakside defensive end...Chose Michigan State over Illinois, lowa, Pittsburgh, 
Stanford, Vanderbilt and others. 


Monty Madaris «= «WR «62 190 O00 Cincinnati, OF Moelle 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. Rated as the nation's No. 54 wide 
receiver...}ad 56 receptions for 1,137 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior. 


Benny McEowan OL 64 20 GOO —_Cantenile, OH Centerville 
Rated as the No. 55 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 40 
offensive guard...Chase Michigan State over lowa, UCLA and others. 


‘Mark Meyers BOG) 180 ° Toledo, OH ‘Whitmer 
Recorded 97 tackles, five tackles for loss and three interceptions as a senior...Switched 
‘commitment from Toledo to Michigan State. 


‘ler O'Connor B 63 m2 ° Lima, OH ‘Lima Central Catholic’ 
Rated as the No. 32 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 18 
pro-style quarterback. .. Threw for 2,516 yards and 27 touchdowns as a junoir. 


Josiah Price TE 65 200 © Greentown, N Eastem JS 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 19) 
tight end...Had 39 receptions for 524 yards and four touchdowns as a senior. 


EzaRobinson = 0B D174 ° Sarasota, FL Booker 
Rated as the nation's No. 52 comerback by Rivals.com...First-team all-state selec- 
tion... Had seven pass breakups and two interceptions as a senior. 


Nick Tompkins «= RB 5-10-1885 ° Snell, 6A Brookwood! 
Rated as the No. 44 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No, 11 
all-purpose back...Participated in the Georgia Athletic Coaches Association North- 
South All-Star Football Classic. 
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SPARTANS SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name Pos. Ht. WL Gl Hometown No, Name Pos, Ht Wt Hometown 
5 Johnny Adams CB S11 175. ‘ron, 0H 20k i AB 58 190 So Chelsea 
2% DenicosAlen LB S-11 252 Je —_—_‘Hamlton,OH 84 ‘Derek Hoebing TE 6 270 Jk Vermilion, OH 
66 Jack len ce mm Hinsdale, iL 91 Tyler Hoover T7205 Sr Now 
5 DeAnthony Amett WR 5-11 170 So, Saginaw 63Tavis Jackson 63280 So. Now Albany, OH 
2% WyleAtinon SSI 195 Fr Grand Blanc 89 John Jakubik WR 190 So, 
12 PolorBadovinec QB 6-2 220 St —_—inveress,/L_-«23Jnius Jones «SG 205 
2%4 LoVeonBel AG 6-2 238 So, Reynoldsburg, 0H 34 TalwanJones «LB 63224 So, Now Baltimore 
30 Jordan Benton WR 6-0 190 Jt Los Angeles,CA 69 Shawn Kamm OL Saginaw 
45 Jott Bobek FB G1 247 Sc ——Palatinit_—««4‘KyleKorick WR. Coatesville, PA 
40 MaxBullough 1B 63 252 st. —‘TaversoCily 99 James Kitredgo DT Aamsay, Ni 
7 Skylor Burland — OT 6-7 315 So. _—_SunburyOH —72‘Nato Klatt 06 Ginton, OH 
11 Juwan Caesar WR 6-4 209 Fr ‘Miami,FL 93 Damon Knox DT. Muskegon 
94 Taylor Calero OE 62 248 So, Bevery lls 4 Comorkruse 0G Lowell 
89 Shilique alhoun DE 6-4 240 Fr ——Middletown,NI 95. Chris Laneaux—S Kalamazoo 
2% Lamy Caper ABBA 21S, Bate Geek 63 Te Pittsburgh, PA 
76 Donavon lark 0G 63 295 Fr ——Gincimat,ON 83. 0 
{7 Brandon Glomons OL 63 274 Fe —‘MillodPA © Isalhlowis r 
Fe Windsor Ontario §3.‘Kylo Lint c “Traverse ity 
& Wheaton ik 14 Tony Lippelt——_ WR Detroit 
77 Henry Conway Shaker Heights, OH 10. Andrew Maxwoll 0B Midland 
18 Conor Cook Fe. Hinckley, ON 62 Chis McDonald 0G G5 200% _Startng Height 
5 Doug Cuts Si Weston, cT 53. Stowe Moore SN 8220. 
43 Eada Fe Detroit 17 KovinMuma——K6-0 100 dr, 
31 Darqueze Dennard k,___Dry Branch, GA ith w 200 80, 


rer OH 


o Bato Crook 1250 
42 Dana Dixon Detroit $7 ‘TrovonPondloton FB G11 245 Fr. 
$2 Donzol Drone TEE 6-2 262 J Plant CtyFL_- 66 Mattamondo NT 6-5 920 Fi, 
27 Kurtis ummond $$ 61 197 So, Masury,OH 73 ArthurRay Je 0G«G3 300 Se, Chicago, I 
2 SpencorEliott WR 60 195 Fe «Ada Micajah Reynolds OT 65 920 Jn Lansing 
th a2 h. 48 PatRhomberg LB 6-0 225 Columbus, OH 
Bin Rand 08S ee Le 


DEF. LEADERS 


Sacks: D. Allen 11, 


Tackles: M, Bullough 89, D, Allen 83, T, Robinson 80 
Tackles for loss: D. Allen 18.5, W. Gholston 16, M. Rush 12 
|. Gholston 5, two tied with 4 
Interceptions; T. Robinson 4, |. Lewis 4, two tied with 2 


51 Fou Fonot OT 64 300 S% _Lakowood,Ch 4 ‘MarcusRush «DE 6-2 250 So, 
3 MikeSadlor P60 189, 
97 MarkScarpinato NT 63279 
21 Andre Sims, WR 69187 
= SSS ste we J 
50 Stove Gardiner LB G1 210 Se. Dublin,OH 48 DrewStovens TE «G4 242 
2 Willan Gholston DE 6-7 275 Detroit — 8 Lawence Thomas LB 6-3 280i Detroit 
58 Matt Giampapa SN 6-2 245 So, __—_Jackson,TNG4_‘Blako Treadwell 0G G3 200 East Lansing 
92 Andrew Geichert TE 65 256 So, Ann Arbor -—«19.—ANTup WA 6-3 200 Fr Minneapolis, MN 
42 TyNamiton LB 6-0 285 So, — Fenfon 16 Tommy Vento B+ 
49 TyQuan Hammock LB 6-0 237 Je ‘Fort Wayne,IN 15 Trae Waynes OB Gl 
45 Darin Haris LB 6-0 210 Fr. Silver Sring, MD 98 Anthony Rashod White NT. 6-2 
DE 65 27 Fr Cincinnati oN 32 MitohelWhito CB S411 100 
oo 5-11 190 $0, Dott 26 AUWiliamson S510 200 Fr 
GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avy/6 
PASSII K.Cousins 14 145.1 267 419 10 63,7 3318 «25 «69. 236.9 
<u Ne AMaxwell 4 1372 18 «2 «0 92 171 1 31 428 
no B.Cunningham 14 79 1306 165 12 69 
RECEIVING = K.Marin == 14.677: 11.8467 
= L.Bell 1435 (267 0 45 
<z 
= GP Att. Avg TD Long Avy/6 
a L Bell 14 182 987 39 948 52 13 35 67.7 
© Rushing E.Baker 14 170 721 56 665 39 0655 475 
= L Caper 1 30 121 «5 «116 «39 «6116 «(105 
Qa 
2 


NOTEBOOK 


M ichigan State's rivalry with Michigan is becom- 
ling less one-sided and more compelling every 
time the Spartans beat the Wolverines, They're at four 
straight now for those counting (and everyone in East 
Lansing and Ann Arbor is well aware), 

Making it more interesting are the fairly consistent 
public reminders from Michigan State coach Mark 
Dantonio that, “Times have changed,” as he said on 
national television after last year’s Spartan win, 

This spring, Dantonio filled a days worth of blog 
fodder again, responding to a question regarding 
the Wolverines’ return to prominence by saying, 
“We've beat Michigan the last four years. So 
where's the threat?” 

The Spartans go for five in a row on Oct. 20 in 
Ann Arbor. 

* Senior all-conference cornerback Johnny 
Adams is an option at wideout if Michigan State's 
young receivers can't move the chains. Adams played 
the position for one series during the spring game, 
catching a 45-yard deep ball on his first play, which 
began a 97-yard touchdown drive, 

“He's got big-play ability,” Dantonio said of Adams, 
“He's a guy maybe we can flip around a little bit.” 

* Michigan State not only lost its top three receiv- 
ers from last season, its top receiving tight end, Brian 
Linthicum, ran out of eligibility, too. 

The Spartans are hoping 6-5, 280-pound junior 
Dion Sims — who caught 12 passes for 99 yards 
and three scores a year ago — can become a consis- 
tent threat for quarterback Andrew Maxwell, The 
early returns look good. 

Sims led Michigan State with four catches for 73 
yards in the spring game, all while playing with 
a club-like cast protecting his broken left hand, 

© Former NFL and Michigan State star receiver 
Andre Rison is joining the Spartans’ coaching staff 
as a student assistant, Rison, who coached Flint 
Northwestern High School over the past two seasons, 
said he'll complete his degree (he's been 30 credits 
short since 1989) while helping coach the Michigan 
State wideouts, 


“| saw all 12 teams in spring practice, and 
Michigan State was, to me, the best team in the Big 
Ten after the spring. From top to bottom, they were 
the most talented and the most balanced. 
Obviously, the development of Andrew Maxwell, 
being a first-time starting quarterback, will be key. 
But more than Maxwell, last year they were 11th in 
the conference in rushing. They have to be some- 
where in the middle to meet their expectations. 

"This is the most talented defense in the 
league. Coordinator Pat Narduzzi has just been 
unbelievable in the past couple of years. He's pres- 
sured more; he's taken more chances. (Will) 
Gholston continues to improve. They're deep at 
linebacker. Their secondary is skilled. Relative to 
the other Big Ten schools, they don't have a weak- 
ness on defense.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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The Spartans, who sacked opposing 
quarterbacks a Big Ten-best 45 times last 
season, return their entire starting front 
seven from the end of last season, sans 
Green Bay Packers second-round pick 
Jerel Worthy. 

‘That includes “four or five very good 
defensive ends” in Dantonio’s eyes, led by 
Gholston and sophomore Marcus Rush. 

Inside, Michigan State intends to 
replace Worthy with seniors Anthony 
Rashad White, Tyler Hoover and sopho- 
more James Kittredge. White appears 
to be the player most likely directly in 
Worthy’s spot. 


OFFENSE §PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.7 36 
Rushing 136.9 73 Rushing 152.1 
Passing 269.4 28 Passing 236.4 
Total 406.2 38 | Total 388.5 


Scoring 29. 


‘DEFENSE 
Scoring 22.8 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 26.3 67 

Rushing 113.2 24 Rushing 133.7 
Passing 267.6 112 Passing 220.1 
Total 380.9 73 | Total 353.8 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 


-6 0.46 94 | +5 +0.38 


2010 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME 


PER GAME 


“Losing Jerel, that’s a big thing,” said 
White, who started four games last sea- 
son at nose tackle next to Worthy. “But 
(he and I) already discussed, ‘You’re not 
losing anybody, because it’s your turn.’” 

Said Dantonio: “There's no question 
he can play and be very physical in 
there and dominate for us.” 

The collective strength of this defense, 
however, is probably at linebacker, where 
the trio of senior Chris Norman and 
juniors Max Bullough and Denicos Allen 
is back, That's 248 tackles and 16.5 sacks 
(11 from Allen) from last season — more 
returning production at the position 
than at any other Big Ten program. 

“You'd think the ball was going to 
break out and all of a sudden everything 
would close up quickly,” Dantonio said 
after watching his linebackers this spring. 

The secondary isn’t in bad shape, 
either, having lost safety — and vocal 
leader — Trenton Robinson to the NFL, 
but no one else. 

Two-time All-Big Ten cornerback 
Johnny Adams flirted with the idea of 
leaving for the pros. Instead, he stuck 
around and may find himself featured 
on both sides of the ball. 

Perhaps just as important as all this 
returning personnel is the return of Pat 
Narduzzi. The Spartans’ smooth-talking 
defensive coordinator was wooed by 
Texas A&M, among others, but came 
back to coach a defense that ranked 
sixth in college football a year ago. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior kicker Dan Conroy is 31 of 38 
on field-goal attempts in two seasons 
as the Spartans’ primary kicker, earning 
first-team All-Big Ten honors as a sopho- 
more and honorable mention last sea- 
son. He's made 11 field goals of 40 yards 
or more, including three 50-yarders, 

Junior Kevin Muma is expected to 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 31.0 
Rushing 137.9 
Passing 252.5 
Total 390.4 


RANK | DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 18.4 
Rushing 100.5 
Pass 176.9 
Total 2774 


TOMARGIN PER GAME 
+7 +0.50 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


2012 www.lindyssports.com 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


DE William Gholston 
‘An imposing and disruptive 
6-7, 275-pound defensive end 

who's projected to be a first- 
round NFL Draft pick next sea- 
son, .. Dominated both spring 
sorimmages and the spring 
game, before surviving a roll 
over car crash unscathed a 
few days later. ... A second-team All-Big Ten selection as 
a sophomore after recording 16 tackles for loss in 13 
‘games, including five in the Spartans’ Outback Bow! win 
over Georgia. 


EMERGING STAR 

RB Le’Veon Bell 

‘A powerful runner at 6-2, 238 
pounds, Bell took over as the 
starting running back last sea- 
son and rushed for 948 yards 
at 5.2 yards per carry, ... His 
offseason “complacency” was 
questioned by coach Mark 
Dantonio before spring prac- 
tice, but Bell eft the spring as 
Spartans’ unquestioned No, 1 rusher. ... The once unher- 
alded recruit has 21 touchdowns in 27 career games. .. 
Had a season-high 112 yards against lowa last season. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Andre Sims Jr. 

The 6-9, 187-pound redshirt 
freshman jumped onto the 
radar when he was chosen in 
the spring game player draft 
ahead of more accomplished 
and heralded receivers. Senior 
linebacker Chris Norman 
explained the pick: “We just 
wanted a guy who can score, 
catch the ball and make a few plays. And Andre Sims 
has been doing a really good job of that”... Sims didn't 
disappoint, catching three passes for 22 yards, including 
the game's only touchdown pass — a 3-yard strike in 
the back of the end zone. 


RESULTS 
11-3, 7-2 
YOUNGSTOWN STATE 28-6 
FAU -0 


at Notre Dame 13. 
CENTRAL MIGHIGAN 45-7 
at Ohio State 10-7 
MICHIGAN 28-14 
WISCONSIN. 37-31 
at Nebraska 3-24 
MINNESOTA 31-24 
at lowa 37-21 
INDIANA 55-3 
at Northwestern 31-17 

Big Ten Championship Game 
Wisconsin 39-42 

Outback Bowl 

vs, Georgia (30T) 


Seserssserss 


33-30 
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Maxwell Adjusting 
To Life in Spotlight 


‘or Andrew Maxwell, who had spent so much 

time living in relative anonymity, the auto- 
graph seekers caught him by surprise. 

“| had a 15-year-old girl stop me after the 
Michigan State-Michigan hockey game. She 
stopped me and asked for a picture,” the junior 
quarterback said. “I had another girl stop me and 
asked for a picture on the sidewalk. | said, ‘You 
guys realize | haven't started a game yet, right?"” 

Maxwell's days of going unnoticed at Michi- 
gan State around campus and at Spartan Sta- 
dium are over. He is replacing the winningest 
quarterback in school history on a team with 
designs on winning even bigger. 

“| don’t think the pressure comes from hav- 
ing to replace Kirk (Cousins) as a quarterback,” 
Maxwell said of his predecessor, a fourth-round 
draft pick of the Washington Redskins. “I think 
where the extra pressure comes in is where our 
program is right now.” 

The Spartans have put together back-to-back 
11-win seasons, with Maxwell mostly watching. 

His body of work is limited to nine games, 


FILE 


g © Andrew Maxwell 
,! Photo by Scott Boehm 


usually mop-up duty, over two seasons as Cous- 
ins’ backup. The 6-3 Midland, Mich., native 
completed 29 of 51 passes for 294 yards and : 
one touchdown in those appearances. 

But his debut spring as the starter was cut 
short by a sprained right knee suffered in a mit 
April scrimmage. : 

“| feel like | was hitting my stride,” Maxwell z 
said after the injury. z 

“feel like | was getting pretty comfortable out 
there as far as leadership, being in the huddle, 
being comfortable being the No. 1 guy — all the 
things that | just had in my mind that | wanted 
to get done before spring (was over), | feel like : 
| was getting comfortable and getting those 
things accomplished.” 

What'll matter this fall is wins and losses — 
any love he’s feeling from Spartan fans these 
days is conditional. But at least he'll begin with 
the respect of his teammates. 

“| mean Maxwell is going into his fourth year 
here,” center Travis Jackson said. 

“Huge thing, we respect him a lot. He has a lot 
of knowledge. He's studied his playbook three, four 
years now. He's just been waiting his tum. He knows 
the whole offense, he knows everything. He'sa great 
leader, listens, commands people as well. And think 
he’s going to have an awesome year this year.” : 
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handle kickoffs again, while punter 
Mike Sadler averaged better than 41 
yards an attempt as a true freshman. 

The questions are more in the return 
game, where Keshawn Martin (three ca- 
reer returns for touchdowns) has moved 
on to the NFL. Sophomore running 


? back Nick Hill might be the answer on 


both punt and kickoff returns, though 
that’s far from settled. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


It'd be harder to find a pre-October 


: home schedule with more marquee 
: opponents. Boise State, Notre Dame and 


Ohio State all visit Spartan Stadium dur- 
ing the season’s first five weeks. 

There won't be any time for new quar- 
terback Andrew Maxwell to ease into the 
starter’s role, with Boise State in town for 
a Friday night opener on Aug. 31. The 
Broncos have beaten Georgia, Virginia 
Tech and Oregon in their last three 


} openers, with the wins over Georgia and 
: Virginia Tech coming on the road. 


However, the stretch that’s likely 
to determine the Spartans’ Rose Bowl 
chances comes in late October and early 


: November, when Michigan State travels 


to Michigan and Wisconsin on consecu- 
tive weeks and then hosts Nebraska. 

The Oct. 20 date in Ann Arbor could be 
the most anticipated game in the history 
of the Michigan State-Michigan rivalry, 
with both programs seemingly Top-10 
caliber and the Spartans having beaten 
the Wolverines in four straight years. 

— Graham Couch 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent °11 Record 
Aug. 31 BOISE STATE 12-41 
Sept.8 at Central Michigan 3-9 
Sept. 15 NOTRE DAME 8-5 
Sept.22 EASTERN MICHIGAN 6-6 
Sept. 29 OHIO STATE 6-7 
Oct. 6 at Indiana 1-11 
Oct. 13 1OWA 7-6 
Oct. 20 at Michigan 11-2 
Oct. 27 at Wisconsin 11-3 
Nov. 3 NEBRASKA 9-4 
Nov. 17 NORTHWESTERN 6-7 
Nov. 24 at Minnesota 3-9 
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/ CENTRAL MICHIGAN | CHIPPEWAS 


MACrank:12 — Record:3-9 


“This can be the best team on the 
field I've had since I've been here.” 
— Coach Dan Enos 


CHIPPEWAS at a GLANCE 
‘COACH: Dan Enos ~ At Central Michigan and overall 6-18, 2 years 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Cummings 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Turmokin 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2009 
LAST BOWL: 2009, GMAC 
RETURNING STARTERS: 


3: 9 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Ryan Radcliff, RB Zurlon Tipton, 
RB Anthony Garland, WR Titus Davis, LB Cody Lopez, 


‘DB Jahleel Addae, DB Avery Cunningham, David Harman 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Radcliff isthe established leader on 
offense and has more experienced personnel — especially at 
recelver— around him. The defense also should be stouter, 
returning its top three tacklers from last year, inluding Addae, 
‘an All-MAC defensive back. 

PRIMARY PROBLEMS: Finding playmaker at running backs 
Uely the biggest concern. Neither Tinton nor Garland has the 
experience of being atop back; one or both must emerge quickly 
ifthe running games tobe a factor. 


OFFENSE 

Senior quarterback Ryan Radeliff anchors a 
unit that is a lot more experienced than last year, 
when a host of true freshmen had to make major 
contributions. 

Radeliff returns for his final season, a year after 
leading the MAC with 2,491 passing yards in league 
games, He threw for 25 touchdowns on the season. 
The biggest issue with Radcliff will be limiting his 
mistakes; he was intercepted 16 times. 

‘While Radcliff is the clear front-runner, Cody 
Kater, who transferred from Cincinnati, gives the 
Chippewas an immediate insurance policy. 

Both of Radcliff’s top receivers — sophomore 


MAC record: 2-6 (6th, West) 


Titus Davis (751 yards, eight touchdowns) and se- 
nior Cody Wilson — return, shoring up a corps that 
registered 3,290 receiving yards last year. 

The biggest hole is at tight end, where Connor 
Odykirk, Caleb Southworth and Jarrett Fleming 
will compete to replace David Blackburn, the Chip- 
pewas’ third-leading receiver (34 catches, 479 yards) 
last season. 

The Chippewas must also establish a new feature 
back to replace two-time leading rusher Paris Cot- 
ton, Sophomore Anthony Garland, who ran for 378 
yards and a touchdown as a freshman, along with 
Zurlon Tipton, could fill the playmaking ability left 
by Cotton's departure, 

Tipton looked impressive with a 114-yard, two- 
touchdown effort in the spring game. 

Austin White, who transferred from Michigan, 
was expected to contend for a starting job at 
running back. But four days after'spring practice 
ended, coach Dan Enos announced White was one 
of three players released from the program. 


DEFENSE 

Senior first-team All-MAC defensive back 
Jahleel Addae led the Chippewas with 107 tackles 
last season, while also pacing the MAC with four 
interceptions. Backfield mate Avery Cunningham 
(79 tackles) also returns. 

A more veteran presence — starting with line- 
backer Cody Lopez — should benefit a defense that 
allowed 33.3 points per game. 

Lopez was third in tackles last year as a sophomore, 
but should help provide more stability on a defensive 
front that also returns a wealth of talent, headlined by 
senior defensive end Joe Kinville. He made 12 starts 
and had at least four tackles in each of seven games. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior David Harman was consistent last season, 
connecting on 13 of 16 field-goal attempts. Junior 
punter Richie Hogan also gained experience as a 
first-time starter when he forced opponents into 20 fair 
catches and placed 18 punts inside the 20-yarc-ine. 


OVERALL 

Last season's 3-9 finish was indicative of a team play- 
ing with 17 first-time starters. But even with the youth 
that defined Enos’ team, the Chippewas had six games 
decided by seven points or less. Of Central Michigan's 
nine losses, five were by a combined 19 points. 

Despite stiff Big Ten tests against Michigan State 
and lowa, the Chippewas should be better, especially 
in tight games, They play seven home games and just 
need to be alittle better to make a jump up the MAC 
West standings. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


QB Cody Kater: The 6-3, 230-pound Kater started 
his career at Cincinnati, but spent last year at Grand 


Rapids (Mich.) Community College. He has the 
potential for the starting job, but, at the least, he 
gives the Chippewas a dependable backup and a 
go-to quarterback once Radcliff finishes his career. 


2012 www.lindyssports.com 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2011 RESULTS 2012 SCHEDULE 
BRSSEEERA9R 


2011 RANKINGS 


DEFENSE 


Stadium: Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,255) 


By Jeff Arold 


‘Andy Phillips* 
Darren Keyton* 
Kevin Henry® 


Joe Kinvillet 
‘Steve Winston* 
‘Matt Losiniecki* 
Caesar Rodriguez 
Cody Lopez. 

Ryan Petro 

‘Shamari Benton 
Dennis Nator 
Lorenzo White? 
Jahleel Addae* 
‘Avery Cunningham* 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


* Retuming: 


Aug. 30 
Sept.8 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct.6 
Oct.13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov.3 
Nov.10 
Nov.17 
Nov, 23 


SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 


avid Harman* 
Richie Hogan* 
Starters in Bold 


SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE: 
MICHIGAN STATE 

at lowa 

at Northem illinois 
atToledo 

NAVY 

BALL STATE 

AKRON 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Eastern Michigan 
MIAMI (OH) 

at Massachusetts 


2-6 
at Kentucky 13-27 


4-44, 


at Western Michigan 


at Michigan State 7-45 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS, 
atNC State 
EASTERN MICHIGAN, 
at Ball State 


at Akron 


48-41 
24-38 
28-35 
27-31 
23-22 
at Kent State 
OHIO 
TOLEDO 


21-24 
28-43 
17-44 


PER GAME 
333 
187.0 
2418 
4288 


PERGAME 
-1.00 
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MINNESOTA 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Limegrover 


AT A GLANCE 


2011 RECORD: 
3-9 overall, 2-6 Big Ten (6th, Legends) 


COACH: 
Jerry Kill — At Minnesota: 3-9, 1 year; overall: 
130-82, 18 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
12; 5 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 
QB MarQueis Gray, RB James Gillum, 

‘SR Marcus Jones, DT Ra’Shede Hageman, 

LB Mike Rallis, CB Michael Carter, CB/RET Troy 
Stoudermire 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Gray appears ready to have a breakthrough 
after a season learning a new system. He is a 
‘threat both throwing and running. The Gophers 
have found some defensive linemen, anchored 
by tackle Hageman. An experienced corner- 
back situation, keyed by Stoudermire, 

is another promising starting point. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; 

The Gophers have a lot of speed at the receiv- 
er position, but it's young. Only one receiver 
has caught a touchdown pass. On defense, 
‘the Gophers missed far too many tackles last 
season. The coaches have stressed speed over 
size this season hoping to change that. 


KEY LOSSES: 
RB Duane Bennett, WR Da’Jon McKnight, 
LB Gary Tinsley, FS Kim Royston 


OVERVIEW: Kill spent much of his first 
season battling epileptic seizures, Kill is better, 
but will his team be? The team is still young, 
and the realistic goal is to be competitive 
down the road rather than right away. But 
here's the good news: Adjustments have been 
made and the players have now learned the 
new offensive and defensive schemes, Modest 
goals are a better non-conference record and 
vying for a lower-tier bowl game. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tracy Claeys 


STADIUM: TCF Bank Stai 


Young Gophers Set Sights on Postseason Goal 


through the debris of a difficult 

2011 season, but Minnesota coach 
Jerry Kill saw progress in the team he 
coached for the first time last year. 

He saw quarterback MarQueis Gray 
improve toward the end of the season. 
Despite horrifying losses to New 
Mexico State and North Dakota State, 
the Gophers won Big Ten Conference 
games against lowa and — in the sea- 
son finale — Illinois. 

And now Kill and his staff, having 
put in a year learning the personnel and 
the conference, feel like they've hit the 
ground running this year. 

“| think it’s like getting older,” Kill said. 
“Each year that you get older, you get a 
little bit wiser. You get to know a little 
bit more. I’ve been here a year or so. I’m 
still trying to figure out some things. ... 
I feel much more comfortable, and the 
coaching staff is all here. We didn’t lose 
anybody, We have a little bit of conti- 
nuity going.” 

But continuity alone won't answer 
the raft of questions facing the Gophers 
in 2012. 

With barely a dozen seniors on the 
roster, there is a dearth of experience. 

Gray appears poised for a break- 
through, but the team needs to find 
players for him to throw to. 

The offensive line is big and strong, 
but it is young. Who will emerge as the 
primary running back? 

And can a slew of position switches 
on defense — designed to emphasize 
speed over size — improve a unit that 
resided at or near the bottom in the 
conference in just about every signifi- 
cant category last year? 

With two recruiting classes under his 
belt and a number of underclassmen 
figuring to get major playing time, this 
is still a team that is building for the 


I: might be hard to find, digging 


long-term future. The Gophers program 
is pointed toward 2014 or 2015, but 
how about right now? 

Kill, who dealt with a series of epilep- 
tic seizures last season, is healthy. With 
the team and the coaches on the same 
page in Year Two, practices are smooth- 
er and more productive. 

Fans should expect a team that will 
be better prepared at the start, meaning 
the soft non-conference schedule should 
provide a quick start. If that happens, 
should the Gophers manage a few vic- 
tories in the Big Ten, they should be in 
position to be bow! eligible. 

And if that were to happen, Kill 
would have to consider his second 
season a success. 


OFFENSE 


There is one certainty when it comes 
to the Gophers offense: 

“We've got a quarterback,” Kill said. 
We've got to get everybody else to step 
it up around him.” 

Gray’s physical skills are manifest. 
He is fast, powerful and elusive as 
a runner, having led the team with 
966 rushing yards last season. And 
after an intense offseason devoted 
to improving technique, his passing 
figures to improve. 

Gray completed 108 of 213 passes 
for 1,495 yards, with eight touchdowns 
and eight interceptions, last season. His 
passing efficiency rating of 114.5 ranked 
only 93rd in the nation. He passed for 
more than 200 yards in 
a game just twice. 

But even if Gray's passing does 
improve, offensive coordinator Matt 
Limegrover will have to answer a lot of 
questions in order for his option attack 
to flourish. To wit: 

Who will run the ball? 

Injuries and ineptitude irritated the 
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coaches last season, with no returning 
running back getting more than 63 car- 
ties. That’s one big reason why junior 
college transfer James Gillum appears to 
be the leader for the starting spot. 

“You don’t bring in a junior college 
tailback to stand beside Coach Kill on 
Saturdays,” Limegrover said. “We feel 
he’s an SEC-caliber back. The best ones 
are the ones who you can hand the ball 
to and you don’t have to tell him where 
the holes are. And that’s James.” 

If that’s true, it’s critical. Gray needs 
to have some pressure taken off of him, 
which leads us to: 

Who will catch the ball? 

Senior Brandon Green is the only re- 
ceiver on the roster with a touchdown 
catch. Talk about a position being 
wide open. 

That’s why so many expectations are 
being placed on speedy slot receiver 
Marcus Jones, who is coming back 
from ligament knee surgery that ended 


Marcus Jones 


Photo by Jesse Johnson-US PRESSWIRE, 


his 2011 season after seven games. He 
showed enough as a true freshman in 
those seven games (nine receptions for 
142 yards, and a kick return touchdown) 
to warrant heightened expectations. 

After that? The Gophers have to 
hope Devin Crawford-Tufts emerges as 
a sophomore. 

And finally: 

Who will block for Gray? 

The offensive line has size and 
strength and — according to the 
coaches — potential. Injuries forced 
Limegrover to use 12 different linemen 
for significant stretches last season. 

“Tt was tough,” Limegrover said. 
“But now we reap the benefits of that 
experience.” 

Ten of those 12 linemen are back, 
but there are no seniors and just two 
juniors in that group. Minnesota al- 
lowed just 25 sacks last year (but only 
Ohio State attempted fewer passes 
among Big Ten teams). 


Brothers Ed and Tommy Olson have 
bright futures on the left side of the 
line, and the return of tackle Jimmy 
Gjere from injury gives the group prom- 
ise. Gjere started the first five games of 
last season before missing the rest of the 
season because of a concussion. 


DEFENSE 


Defensive coordinator Tracy Claeys is 
hoping that trading size for speed will 
improve a unit that finished 10th in the 
Big Ten in total defense. 

The Gophers are going with a smaller- 
but-quicker philosophy, particularly 
at defensive end, linebacker and safety. 

For example: Other than 6-6, 
300-pound Ra’Shede Hageman — 
who is expected to anchor the line 
at defensive tackle — the Gophers are 
going small. 

Defensive ends Ben Perry and Mi- 
chael Amaefula got significant playing 
time as freshmen, helping the Gophers 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 
POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT. BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB MarQueis Gray* Sr.___Athletic leader needs to show passing improvement, __ Max Shortell, So. 
TB__James Gillum Jr.___JC transfer brings grind-it-out ability that fits Big Ten. _ Donnell Kirkwood, So. 
WR Brandon Green* Sr. Only returning player with a TD reception. Isaac Fruechte, So. 
WR Devin Grawford-Tufts So, _Big-play ability, but has a lat to learn. ‘Andre McDonald, Fr. 
SR Marcus Jones So. Will he have same speed post knee surgery? Malcolm Moulton, Jr. 
TE__ John Rabe* Sr. Reliable blocker needs to take steps as a receiver. Drew Goodger, So. 
LT Ed Olson* Jf One of two juniors on OL; has 18 career starts. Marek Lenkiewicz, So, 
LG Tommy Olson So. __ Ed's brother played in eight games as true frosh. Caleb Bak, So. 
C Zach Mottla dr First-time starter will need to make a big jump. Jon Christenson, Fr. 
RG Zac Epping” So. Started final eight games of freshman season. Foster Bush, Fr. 
RT__Jimmy Gjere So. _Five-game starter in 2011 before suffering concussion. Josh Campion, Fr. 
K___ Jordan Wettstein* St.___6-for-6 on FGs after taking over position late in ‘11. Chris Hawthorne, Jr, 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Michael Amaefula So. Speedy rusher needs to increase sack production. D.L. Wilhite, Sr.* 
OT __Ra’Shede Hageman ur Coaches believe TE convert can bea star. Harold Legania, So. 
OT Cameron Botticelli So.__Part-timer as a freshman becomes full-time starter. _Eric Jacques, Jt. 
DE Thieren Cockran Fr. Redshirt could emerge as team’s top edge rusher. Ben Perry, So." 
LB Keanon Cooper* Sr__ Steady player has big-play ability. ‘Spencer Reeves, Sr. 
{B_ Mike Rallis* Sr___ Converted safety brings speed to heart of defense. dephte Matilus, Fr. 
LB James Manuel Jt. Another former safety improves team speed. Lamonte Edwards, So. 
CB Michael Carter Sr.__Up-and-down career may end on a high note. Martez Shabazz, Jr. 
CB Troy Stoudermire Sr.___ Looks to make the most of extra year of eligibility. Jeremy Baltazar, Jr. 
SS___ Brock Vereen” dr Recruited as.a GB, has moved to safety. Cedric Thompson, So. 
FS___ Derrick Wells So. __Another cornerback who has moved to safety. Grayson Levine, So, 
P Peter Mortell Fr Will be given every chance to improve punting situation. Dan Orseske, Jr.” 


“Returning Starter 
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Phillip Nelson Andre McDonald Jamel Harbison 
Nelson completed 67 In McDonald, The beneficiary of 


percent of his passes 
as a senior and had a 
43-9 touchdown-to- 
interception ratio. The 
6-2, 225-pound pros- 
pect is cool in the 
pocket and is always 
in. command of the 
huddle and his 
offense. He could end 
up being the director 
of Minnesota's 
offense for several 
seasons to come. 


Minnesota is getting 
the big, outside 
receiver who can 
stretch the field and 
open up plays under- 
neath, A big, physical 
player at 6-2, 200- 
pounds, McDonald 
caught 60 or more 
passes in each of his 
final two high schoo! 
seasons and scared 
38 touchdowns over 
that streteh 


‘McDonald opening up 
routes underneath the 
coverage and 

Nelson's high comple~ 
tion percentage could 
be Harbison, a 5-11, 
195-pound receiver 
who runs clean routes 
and has the physical 
toughness to catch 
passes over the mid- 
dle and pick up yards 
after the catch. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 
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Wt Stars Hometown 


Duke Anya = ATH «G4 230 OOO _ Blaine, MN Biaine 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com. ..Chose Minnesota over Air 
Force, North Dakota, Northern lowa and South Dakota State. 


Jeremy Batter 0B.) 195 OO Brenham, TK Blinn €., 
Recorded 33 tackles, 10 pass breakups and two interceptions in 2044...Enralled at 
Minnesota in January, 


Briean Body DB 511 18 GOO  Coffeyille, KS Coffeyville 6, 
Had 40 tackles, one tackle for loss, four interceptions and four pass breakups in 
2011...Enrolled at Minnesota in January. 


Scott Ekpe T 64 2 OO Lewisville, TX Lewisville} 
Recorded 24 tackles, 2.5 tackles for loss and 0.5 sacks as a senior...Enrolled at 
Minnesota in January. 


Isaac Fruechle = WR 63 205 © — Rochester, MN Rochester C., 
Recorded 30 receptions for 805 yards and nine touchdowns in 2010...Enrolled at 
Minnesota in January. 


James Gillum RB 511 204 GOO  Perkinsion, MS Gull Coast C.C. 
Rushed for 1,042 yards with nine touchdowns in 2011 and 1,297 yards and 16 TDs in 
2010...Enrolled at Minnesota in January. 


JamelHarbison = WR 511 195 GOO Charlole, NC Mallard Creek 
Rated as the No. 28 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com...Had more than 50 
receptions with 21 touchdowns as a senior. 


Isaac Hayes OL 62 275 ©©©  MendotaHlclohts, MN St Thomas Academy 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 39 
offensive guard. 


‘Jordan Hinojosa 1 63 25 OOO Miami,A ‘Miami Central 
Participated in the Nike South Florida All-Star Game... Chose Minnesota over Michigan 
State, Wake Forest, West Virginia and Western Michigan. 


‘Antonio Johnson = OB 199 GOO Cleveland, OH ‘Shaker Heights 
Rated as the No. 53 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's No, 43 safety. 


Roland Johnson OT 61 25 O66  ElDorato, KS Butler County C.C. 
Recorded 27 tackles, seven tackles for loss and three sacks in 2011...Played at 
Western Carolina in 2010. 


‘Alex Keith DE 63 230 °o Columbia, MO ‘Hickman 
Earned first-team all-state and all-district honors in 2011...Had 67 tackles, 22 tackles 
for loss and 12,5 sacks asa senior. 


Ben Lauer Oo 66 25 OO Plymouth, MN 
All-state selection. ..Helped lead an offense that averaged 341.9 yards per game in 2014 


Commitments 


Maxx Williams National Rank: NR Big Ten: 12 
Williams’ father and 
uncle both played 
football for the 
Golden Gophers. His 
mother was a volley 
ball player at the 
University as well. 
The 6-4, 235-pound 
prospect certainly 
‘comes from an athlet- 
ic background, and 
will be called upon to 
play tight end for the 
Golden Gophers. 


2013 NEEDS: minnesota addressed 
its passing game in the 2012 clas, signing two quar- 
terbacks and four wide receivers. Now look for the 
Gophers to address the running game in the 2013 
class and target players who can give future 
Minnesota offenses a balanced attack. On defense, 
head coach Jerry Kill and his staff will be focused on 
the front seven, where help is needed at the linebacker 
and defensive end postions 


By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 


Name Hometown ‘School 


Mitch Leidner by 230 Lakeville, MIN Lakeville South 
Threw for 1,872 yards and 20 touchdowns as a senior...Enrolled at Minnesota in January. 


ack Lynn 1B 63 210 GOO Lake Zurich, IL Zurich 
Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com... Recorded 93 tackles, seven 
‘tackles for loss and 2.5 sacks as a senior. 


Pos Stars 


KJ Maye AM 5-10 190 ©OO Mobile, AL Murphy) 
Passed for 1,122 yards and 13 touchdowns while rushing for 1,041 yards and eight 
scores as a senior. 


Andre McDonald «= WR 6:2 200 ©©O Minnetonka, MN 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com... Rated as the nation’s No. 68 
‘wide receiver.,.Caught 60 passes for 1,253 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 


Eric Murray iB 60 178 OO ‘Milwaukee, WI Riverside University 
Rated as the No, 4 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com. ..First-team all-state selection. 
Philip Nelson ® 62 2 OOO Mankato, MN ‘Mankato West| 


Enrolled at Minnesota in Janvary..Rated No. 15 pro style suarerback nationally... 
Ranked No. 3 player in Minnesota .Gatorade State Player of the Vear. Passed for 2,784 
yards and 35 touchdowns, while running for 1,243 yards and 20 scores, as a senior. 


Jonah Pirsig Oo 68 25 OO — Blue Earth, MN Blue Earth Area Jr Sr} 
Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 15 
pro-style quarterback. 


Lincoln Pisek DE 64 M5 OOO Waa, TK Reicher 
Helped lead an offense that racked up 4,685 yards during the 2011 season. . First-team 
all-state selection. 


Nick Ralis DB 511 200 OOO  Efina MN Ena 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com...Earned first-team all-state 
honors as a senior. 


Martez Shabazz = DB 511 165 GOO Athens, TK Trinity Valley 6.6. 
‘Switched his commitment from Baylor to Minnesota. ..Enrolled at Minnesota in January. 


‘Yoshoub Timms 1 62 25 ° Fort Walton Beach, FL Fort Walton Beach 
Had 27 tackles and one sack as a senior...Had 48 tackles and two sacks as a junior. 


Damarius Travis = 0B) 62-205 GOO Pensacola, FL Pensacola 
Second-team all-state selection. ..Helped lead team to 9-3 record and district tile as a senior. 


‘Maxx Williams TE 64 235 © — Waconia, MN ‘Waconia| 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com. ..Participated in the Semper 
Fidelis All-American Bowl 


Rodiiok Wiliams Jt, RB 5-11 © _ Lewisille, 1X Lewisville 
Rushed for 748 yards and four touchdowns as a senior.,.Rushed for 446 yards and 
four TDs as a junior. 
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GOLDEN GOPHERS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


No. Name Pos. Ht Wt Cl 
15 Mace Jones WA 58.170 Sa. ‘very year football coaches and players talk about 
8 ‘84 Victor Keise WR 6-1 180 J. Coral Springs, FL_ +how difficult it is losing players. Never has that 
‘lex Keith DE 63 200 Fc Columbia, MO it i 
x a vee aati pain been more real than at Minnesota 
2 7 2 Demme Keven A E10 28_&e Goon Raids The Gophers knew they'd be without graduated 
59 1B a Ben Laver oT 66 25 Plymouth linebacker Gary Tinsley in the 2012 season. But when 
31_Cole Banham RB 9177 So. Lakeville. —S4_Harold Legania DL 6-4 300. So. New Orleans, LA inhi it F 
mT Ad bao aE are ‘SP 7 Wh ial Ce Es Tinsley wes found dead in his room in April, it was a 
47 Quinn Bauducco LB 6-3 225 Fr. Moorpark,CA 74 ‘Marek Lenkiewicz OL 6-5 275 So. Tinley Park, literal loss that was felt throughout the campus. 
1 Brendan Beal 1B 63250 Bangor.PA 23. Graysonevine OB 5-11 195 So. Eden Prairie Tinsley — whom authorities said died of an 
aT NexBisch TE 65 25 So. Northfield Jack Lyon 1B 63 210 F___LakeZurch, IL larged heart soul by is fear room: 
73_JoeBjorkund OL 65205 Fr Rosemount 24 James Mamvel_—‘LB_ 6-2 215 Jc. Indianapolis, IN Cee eye ee On 
28 Briean Boddy DB 5-11 185 So. Wilmington, DE 34 Jephte Matus LB 6-1 230 Fr. Delray Beach, FL mate Keanon Cooper, who has dedicated his senior 
4% Cameron Botceli OL 6-5 780 So. Milwaukee, Wl KI Maye A510 190 Fe Mobie,AL_| season to Tinsley. 
42 Gavin Bronson DL 6-4 245 FR. Burnsville. —71_Kyle McAvoy OL 65 305 Fi Bloomington, IL ¥ 5 
Tr FosterBush ‘OL 65 300 Ft __—‘Monasha,Wi 65 LukeMcAvoy __—OL_65 265 Fr.___Bloomington, IL ' was probably one of the guys who was hurt- 
65 Josh Campion OL 65 315 Fr. Fergus Falls ‘Andre McDonald WR 62 200 Fr Minnetonka ing the most,” Cooper said. “But I've been trying to 
6 Michael Garter DB _§-11 185 S_Pompano Beach FL John McKelvey ATH 6-0 190 Fx. Hunting Valley, OH Es, 
6 Mae Eater 6 SM SS a. = we eae stay strong for the people around me — for my 
83 Jon Christenson OL 6-4 290 Fi, Minnetonka 17 Dwayne Mitchell LB 62 210 So. New Orleans, LA teammates and the coaching staff, people close to 
2_David Cobb RB S11 220 So, ‘leer, TX 16 Steven Monigomery 0B 5-10 205 Fr Miramar, FL GT, his family.” 
ee ES eee EE Tinsley, who was set to become the first member 
80_Devin Crawford-Tufts WR 6-2 195 So. Edina «86 Malcolm Moulton WR 5-11 185 Jt. Lawrenceville, GA of his family to graduate from college, was awarded 
89 CurranDelaney DL 64300 Se Waconia rc Murray DB 60 178 Ft Milwaukee, Wi 3 posthi 
Cedric Dieke DB 63 200 Fe. —CannonFalls, © PhiipNelson OB 62225 Fx Mankato ie cosnee mea z 
3 Lamonte Eiwards 18 62 210 So. Woodbury 67 SarNgeKa TE 6-4 285 de child “The thing that we'll always remember is that 
‘97 Scott Ekpe oT 64 25 Fr. Lewisville, TX 58d Olson O67 Ok ‘Mahtomedi million-dollar smile," Gophers coach Jerry Kill said. 
18 DerickEngel WR 62 180 Jc Chaska «53 TommyOson OL 64235 So. Mahtomed 4 ’ 
Corre Ta EES Mace apaa Eee 7 In his game day (mode), and he's got 51 down those 
70 Sean Ferguson OL 66 300 So. Philadelphia,PA 48 Judd Paftrath B 62 4s ie ‘Nerandria cheeks and he’s coming out of that tunnel ... the guy 
Bae wo & 240 + Prescott. Wi $3 pees oe & = se. Sabie Te just had what you'd call ‘It.’ There's no definition in 
5reman Manvel, TX = om ae 
14 Isaac Fruechte WR 6-3 205 So. Caledonia UncolnPisek ATH 6-4 205 Fr. Waco, TK Bie ection an tt De na 
‘49. Matt Garin DE 64 250 ‘Apple Valley &1_ John Rabe Te 64 os & lowa Falls, A * Talk about responsibility. Quarterback MarQueis 
2 SEE Ss eS Tee Ea Gray has to lead a Big Ten offense, go to school ... 
76 Jimmy Gjee OL 67 325 So. NewsBrighton ‘Nick Ralis si 0 Fe Edina aor 
85 Drew Goodyer TE 65 256 Sn. lawnee Wisson,SDave Ramiet 1S 62240 Sa —opaton,iw | and help raise twin sons MarShawn and MarZell. The 
43, Ryan Grant B62 20 &. EdenPrairie 8 SpencerReeves 18 62 20 Sx Dallas, TX two were born right before he faced Wisconsin last 
5 MarQuels Gray 086-4245 St._—Indianapols,IN. 35. Dominic Schultz LB 6-1 215 Fr. ‘Port Huron, ML in" 
a Ss ee Chico a David ee ea = November. So how does he do it? “I get them to sleep, 
‘91 Kendall Grepory-MeStee TE 6-5 260 Jr. ‘Aurora,CO 3 Marlez Shabazz DB OS-11 165 Jr. DeSoto, TX then | sleep, too,” he said. 
29 ReShodetagenan_ OE es 300 # = 1 Me soerel o s a a * The Gophers hope Marcus Jones is true to his 
in Hahn Z0_ St. artiord, WL 67 avid Stommes 
Jamel Harbison WR 5-11 195 Fe Charotle,NC_ 11 TroyStoudermire DB _ 510 200 Se Data | pees be wack 100; percent fom Koes ligarmentt 
‘_Joduan Harper AB 610195 Fe. Columbia Heights 27 Cele Thompson 085-10 205 So. _Calipatia,CA surgery. He showed big-time speed as a true fresh- 
40 Jaredvartman LS 63 235. Falcon Heights Yoshoub Timms DT 6-2 285 Fr. FortWalion each AL ing inj 
yin Ree = as aa man before being Injured in October. The Gophers 
36 Chris Hawhome _K 66 200 de leigh, NC Damarius ovis 0B 6-2 205 Fe Pensacola, FL were careful with him during spring practice, but 
Isaac Hayes O62 25 Ft. Brooklyn Park 21_Brock Vereen DB 60 195 ie ‘Valencia, CA expect him to be full-go this fall. They need him. The 
75 EmieHelfot OL 65 250 Ft Bemigi 28 ‘Kenny Watkins (0B 6-0 20 Jk Detroit, Ml i 
‘30 Mike Henry eet 200 a iS Derick Wes 1860205 Sa. Laligh Acres FL Sooners eve list one receiver with a touchdown 
‘57_Aaron Hil 1B 62 25 St Charles, MO 18 PeterWesterhaus 1B 6-3 230 Fr. Chanhassen reception on his college resume. 
Jordan Hinojosa OT 6-3 275 Ft. Miami,FL 38. JordanWettstein K-11 185 _ St De Pere, WL 
BenHolcomb 0B 6-4 200 Fr. Germanfown,Wi 95D. Wiite DE 63 250 St Lexington, KY 
3% Logan Hutton WR 61 180 So. LaMarque, TX Mac Willams TE 64235 Ft Waconia U 
Frc Jacques ——DL_62 ‘s_Pompano Beach, FL Rodrick Wiliams RB 5-11 228 Ft. __—_Lewisvlle, TX AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 
‘Antonio Johnson DB 6-0 190 Fr. Cleveland, OH = 8 Cameron Wilson WR 6-3 210 So. Rockwall, TX “The most improved team from spring of 2011 
nr ee ee to spring of 2012. Jerry Kill has a system that is 


tested and proven, and it has taken him a year to 
_ ert Aug put it in. His style is drastically different from Tim 

pee y Brewster's. So, it's taken him a year. They still need 
to build their personnel quality and depth, but 
| came away from spring practice thinking this is 


a team that could be bow! eligible. 
“Defensively, they have some ways to go, but 


the advantage is that defensive coordinator Tracy 
jai Claeys has been with Jerry for a long time. They 
= know what they want to do. I's just a matter of 


DEF LEADERS — T@0kles for loss: 6. Tinsley 9, K. Cooper 6, A. Jacobs 6 implementing their system and recruiting to it.” 
‘ Sacks: 6. Tinsley 4, D.L. Wilhite 3, two tied with 2 i 
Interceptions: Stoudermire 2, K. Royston 1, B. Vereen 1 — Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


casos G88 gal 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 
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eos : 
Brock Vereen 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


go from an awful nine sacks in 2010 

to 19 last season. Those two, plus the 
addition of freshman Thieren Cockran, 
should continue that progress on the 
edge. As for Hageman on the inside, 
“When he’s at his best, he can’t be 
blocked,” Kill said. 

Two former safeties (Mike Rallis and 
James Manuel) are now playing line- 
backer. Rallis made 83 tackles last sea- 
son, tops among returning players. Two 
former cornerbacks are playing safety. 

All of this is designed to produce 
more big plays. In 2011, the Gophers 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 209 100 | Scoring 23.2 
Rushing 995 111 | Rushing 135.3, 
Passing 207.0 75 Passing 226.1 
Total 306.4 109 | Total 361.3 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 23.8 a Scoring 33.0 
Rushing 151.7 69 Rushing 191.4 
Passing 217.5 55 | Passing 200.8 
Total 369.2 63 Total 392.2 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK — TOMARGIN PER GAME 


=f = 0.08 68 | +2 +047 


had too few sacks, were 12th in the con- : 
ference in interceptions (four) and its 
nine turnovers gained were seven fewer 
than the next-worst Big Ten team. All 
that helped lead to a lot of long drives 
by opponents. 

Will that change? 

“The fans have heard it for a lot 
of years, that this year is going to be 
different,” said Rallis, who began his 
college career at safety before moving to 
outside linebacker last year. This year, 
he will be the middle linebacker. 

“There's not too much I can say to 
them other than, come season time, 
we'll be ready to go.” 

If they are, it will be because of 
their speed. 

Rallis will have to prove that he can 
handle interior blockers. Manuel will 
have to show he can cover slot receivers 
and quick tight ends. 

Cornerback Troy Stoudermire, who H 
got a fifth year of eligibility after an i 
injury last season, will anchor the 
secondary. He had 24 tackles, including 
three for loss, and two interceptions in 
four games in 2011. 

At the other cornerback spot, senior 
Michael Carter hopes he has finally 
put inconsistency behind him. Safeties 
Brock Vereen and Derrick Wells, both 
former corners, will be charged with 
producing more pickoffs. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Troy Stoudermire returns as the Big 
Ten’s career kickoff-return leader. Mar- 
cus Jones’ speed should shine on punt 
returns, So the Gophers are confident in 
their return game. 

Not so much when it comes to kickers. 

Dan Orseske finished 11th in the Big 
Ten in consecutive seasons in punting, 
averaging 37.0 yards per attempt last 
season. That’s why it appears walk-on 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB MarQueis Gray 

‘Any steps the team makes 
this season will depend on 
Gray, who has the talent to 
play on Sunday but has yet to 
prove it regularly on Saturday, 
.» Skilled runner spent the 
offseason working on his 
passing technique and on 
reading defenses. ... Five of 
his eight TD passes in 2011 came in final five games. ... 
Is a career 49.2 percent passer, a number that needs to 
improve. ... Had a career-high 295 passing yards vs. 
Michigan State last season, 


EMERGING STAR 
DT Ra’Shede Hageman 
Minneapolis native was 

Teoruited as a tight end, spent 

some time at DE, but now has 

found a home anchoring the 
middle of the defensive line, 


(6-6, 300), and the coaches 

believe he could emerge as 

a star this season. ... With the 

defense emphasizing speed over size, Hageman's ability 

to disrupt the middle of the offensive line will be crucial 
‘An up-and-down performer, Hageman had 13 tackles, 

with two sacks in 12 games in 2011. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB James Gillum 

Junior college transfer could 
fill void at running back for the 
Gophers, who have been look- 
ing for a go-to back since 
coach Jerry Kill arrived. He 
joins a backfield plagued with 
injury problems, which will 
create an opportunity for 
Gillum. .. Gained 2,339 yards 
in two seasons at Mississippi Gulf Coast... Averaged 
4.6 yards per rush and scored nine times in 2011, 


2011 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND ana’ 

Leg a = ve an 14 at USC 17-19 
86 mae 1600 56 L_ NEW MEXICO STATE 21-28 
57 | Passing 150.3109 w ‘MIAMI (OH) 29-23 
7 Total 310.3 110 L_ NORTH DAKOTA STATE 24-37 

L at Michigan 0-58 

RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK L at Purdue 17-45 
98 | Scoring 31.798 L heesKa ea 
98 | Rushing 1864 91 e ihacr ai 
me \to 40477 Lat Michigan State 24-31 

is : L WISCONSIN. 13-42 

RANK | TOMARGIN PER GAME — RANK Lat Northwestern 13-28 

45 | -8 =0.67 100 | % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100, W ILLINOIS 
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Matured QB Gray 
Own Worst Critic 


isten to this scouting report on Gophers. 

quarterback MarQueis Gray: Too many open. 
receivers missed. Misreads. Turnovers. Player 
needs to take a big jump. 

Guess who compiled this? 

Gray himself. Gray, whose athletic ability has 
never been questioned, whose toughness has been 
proven again and again, whose leadership has be- 
come obvious, knows his play needs to take a big 
Jump if the Gophers’ fortunes are to improve. 

“When | look at the footage from last year 
from start to finish, I'm like, ‘Oh, my god, | was 
horrible,” Gray said this spring. “I see why ev- 
eryone was second-guessing me. ... That's not 
what I’m capable of.” 

So what is he capable of? Everyone knows he 
can run with the ball; his nearly 1,000 rushing 
yards last season prove that. But even last year, 
as the season wore on, there were signs of im- 
provement. Take the team’s 27-7 season-ending 
win over Illinois as an example, when Gray ran 
for two touchdowns and threw for a third. 

Ever since that day, Gray has worked on 
improving his QB skills. He has thrown thou- 


x 
x 
EA 
®. 
a 
~ MarQueis Gray 
Photo by Scott Boehm: 


“ 


sands of passes, working on getting a quicker 
and smoother release. Too often last season he 
looked hesitant, babying the ball to a receiver. 
This season, he appears to have more confi- 
dence, powering the ball in. His technique has 
improved, as has his spiral, which is tighter. 
“You can see he's thrown the ball a lot,” coach 
Jerry Kill said. “He's been on target most of the 
time, setting his feet (correctly). We blitzed him, 
and he’s been able to know where to go with 
the ball. You can tell he’s much more comfort- 
able about what he's doing than a year before.” 
That is understandable. Recruited as a spread 
option quarterback, Gray was eventually moved to 


wide receiver by former coach Tim Brewster. So : 


it's no surprise that, when returned to quarterback 
last season, Gray didn’t always look polished. 
And he had a tough start to his 2011 season. He 


had just three touchdown passes in the season's ; 
first seven games. He eventually had to surrender 


his starting role for two games due to injury. 
“But, as the season went on, | got bette 
Gray said. “I felt, ‘Wow, OK, | can do this.”" 
That confidence had carried over to this year, 
which the 22-year-old feels will be a break- 
through season. It has to be. He has twin sons 
at home depending on him. Gray has grown up, 


both on the field and off. It's time for the on-field 


results to show that. 
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} Peter Mortell will take over that job. 


Kicking is also a question, if only 
because Jordan Wettstein appeared in 
just six games last season. But he did 
emerge as a junior, going 6 of 6 on field- 
goal attempts over the Gophers’ final 


} six games, including a 51-yarder in 
? a season-ending victory over Illinois. 


E ANALYSIS 
The key to an improved season rests 

in the ability to win the “gimme” 

games — the non-conference contests 


sc 


} against winnable opponents that have 


proven so difficult for the Gophers the 
past two seasons. 

This season, a quick start could 
mean the Gophers are a couple of Big 
Ten wins away from bowl eligibility, as 
the four non-conference games are all 


? winnable. The Gophers open at UNLV, 


which won only two games last sea- 
son. Then there are three home games 
— against FCS opponent New Hamp- 
shire, a Western Michigan team that 


} was 0-3 vs. the Big Ten last season, 


and a Syracuse team coming off 
a 4-7 season, 

The Gophers open the conference 
schedule at lowa — a team Minnesota 
has beaten in consecutive seasons — 
followed by a home game against 
Northwestern. Hence, a quick start is 
possible for the Gophers, who don’t 
have to play Ohio State, Penn State 
and Indiana in their cross-over divi- 
sion games. 

— Kent Youngblood 


Opponent 11 Record 
Aug. 30 at UNLV 2-10 
Sept. 8 NEW HAMPSHIRE 8-4 
Sept. 15 WESTERN MICHIGAN 7-6 
Sept. 22 SYRACUSE 5-7 
Sept. 29 at lowa 1-6 
Oct. 13 NORTHWESTERN 6-7 
Oct. 20 at Wisconsin 1-3 
Oct. 27 PURDUE 7-6 
Nov. 3 MICHIGAN 11-2 
Nov. 10 at Illinois 7-6 
Nov. 17 at Nebraska 9-4 
Nov. 24 MICHIGAN STATE 11-3 
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ial) EASTERN MICHIGAN 


© 
es i MACrank:11 — Recore 


4 (T-4th, West) 


EAGLES 


‘Stadium: Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 


Photo by Leon Halip/Getty Images 


AlexGillettx 


“Alex has really matured as a senior. 
He just has to carry it over to the fall.” 
— Coach Ron English, 
on QB Alex Gillett 


EAGLES at a GLANCE 


‘COACH: Ron English — At EMU and overall: 8-28, 3 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ken Karcher 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Phil Snow 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE:1967 
LAST BOWL: 1987, California Bow! 

RETURNING STARTERS: 1; B offense, 4 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Alex Gillett, TE Garrett Hoskins, 
(CAndrew Sorgatz, LB Justin Cudworth, CB Marlon Pollard, 
CB Marcel Rose 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS. The Eagles have a potent unnng game 
‘with most of last year's key rushers back and an intact offensive 
line. That's good sign for a program looking to post a winning 
‘season forthe first time since 1995, Gillett worked on developing 
balance between the run and pass in the spring, emphasizing 
Jmorovement with his footwork and accuracy. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: I'snevera good thing when a three-year 
starting quarterback must battle for his starting postion inthe spring, 
Gilet’ abltytobecomea two-dimensional quarterbackby passing 
mare's paramount to the offense's sucess Inexperenceat safety 
big concem, and the defensveline remains a workin progress. 


OFFENSE 

Senior quarterback Alex Gillett entered the 
spring with his job in jeopardy. 

Eastern Michigan coach Ron English wanted to 
motivate Gillett by sending him a message that 
he needed to show marked improvement. Gillett, 
a three-year starter, worked on his footwork and ac- 
curacy and welcomed the new emphasis on passing 
the ball more this season. 

Gillett, who led the Eagles in rushing with 736 
yards last year, left the spring with his starting 
job intact after showing better chemistry with his 
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wide receivers. 

‘The Eagles, the 14th-best rushing attack in the 
nation in 2011, seek a balanced offense despite re- 
turning six of last year’s top seven rushers, Javonti 
Greene, Dominique Sherrer and Ryan Brumfield 
get the opportunity to run behind an experienced 
line with all five starters back, plus senior tight end 
Garrett Hoskins. 

Wide receivers Nick Olds and Demarius Reed 
welcome the opportunity for more balls thrown in 
their direction in the more-balanced offense. Look 
for incoming freshman receiver Quincy Jones to be 
an immediate factor in the passing game. 


DEFENSE 

The defense played a key role in EMU’s improve- 
ment from winning two games in two years to 
recording six wins last year. The Eagles have to 
combat significant losses,at key areas, especially 
along the defensive line and safety spots. 

Defensive end Andy Mulumba had 75 tackles 
for loss in 2011, but he must adjust to an entire new 
group of linemen surrounding him. 

‘The spring session showed EMU’s weaknesses 
on defense with English commenting that “the 
defensive line is coming along, the linebackers are 
decent, and the safety position ... we have a long 
way to go.” 

‘That won't cut it in the offensive-oriented Mid- 
American Conference. 

Linebackers Justin Cudworth and Blake Poole 
should get plenty of chances to rack up tackles. 
UCLA transfer Marlon Pollard and Marcell Rose 
are solid cornerbacks, but they will be hampered by 
the youth at the safety positions. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Sophomore kick returner Tyler Allen captivated 
the coaching staff in the spring with his speed and 
change-of-direction while maintaining a downhill 
style of attack: Punter Jay Karutz averaged 38.8 
yards per punt and didn't have one blocked last 
year. Kicker Kody Fulkerson struggled with accu- 
racy past 30 yards last year. 


OVERVIEW 

The Eagles have to deal with the pressure of 
expectations for the first time since 1995. Optimism 
is high following EMU's 6-6 record last season and 
the return of a veteran offensive crew, although 
Eastern Michigan’s six wins were somewhat deceiv- 
ing, with two coming against FCS teams and their 
four league victories by only a combined 32 points. 

The Eagles have to overcome a rugged schedule 
that features three of their first four games on the 
road, including at Purdue and Michigan State on 
consecutive weekends, The Eagles believe they can 
contend for the MAC West title, but the defensive 
front four and safety positions are flimsy. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Quincy Jones: The Eagles lack playmakers at 
receiver, Enter Jones. A three-star recruit, Jones 
(6-3, 195) has quality size and possesses sprinter’s 
speed. Jonesis a rare high-level offensive recruit to 
sign with the Eagles, 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2011RESULTS 2012 SCHEDULE 


Ln SR ee ae Se ee a 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 

‘Alex Gillett® 

RB Dominique Sherer 
Julius Shelby 

Nick Olds* 
Demarius Reed 
Garrett Hoskins* 
Korey Neal* 
Corey Watman* 
‘Andrew Sorgatz* 
Campbell Allison* 
Lincoln Hansen® 


Matt Price 
CyMaughmer 
Devin Henderson 
‘Andy Mulumba* 
Justin Cudworth* 
Colin Weingrad 
Bryan Pal 

Marlon Pollard® 
Marcelt Rose* 
Sean Catton 

Kevin Johnson 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 36 | KodyFulkerson* 
P37 | JayKarutet 


* Retuming Starters in Bold 


‘Aug. 30 
Sept.8 
Sept.15 
Sept. 22 
Oct.6 
Oct.13, 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov.1 
Nov.10 
Nov.17 
Nov. 23 


CENTRAI 


NORTHEF 


HOWARD. 
ALABAMA STATE 
at Michigan 
at Penn State 
AKRON 
at Toledo 


at Central Michigan 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
BALL STATE 
BUFFALO 
at Kent State 


at Northern Illinois 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TOMARGIN 
5 


at Michigan State 
KENT STATE 


at Bowling Green 


at Western Michigan 


By Bob Narang 


at Ball State 
ILLINOIS STATE 


at Purdue 


TOLEDO 
ARMY 


at Ohio 
MICHIGAN 


RN ILLINOIS 


4-9 
“7 
331 

6-34 
31-23 
16-54 
35-28 
14-10 
31-33 
30-17 
22-28 
1218 


RANK 

104 
4 
7 
93 
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NEBRASK 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATO 


(==) 
AT A GLANCE 


201 1; 9-4, 5-3 Big Ten (3rd, Legends) 


im Beck 


COACH: 
Bo Pelini — At Nebraska and overall: 39-16, 
4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
16; 7 offense, 7 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Taylor Martinez, RB Rex Burkhead, 
WR Kenny Bell, WR Quincy Enunwa, 
DT Baker Steinkuhler, LB Will Compton, 
SS Daimion Stafford, K/P Brett Maher 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The Huskers should be an effective running 
team, with Burkhead and Ameer Abdullah 
operating behind a talented offensive line. 
Martinez is a three-year starter at quarterback 
and the receiving corps is deep. Defense has 
plenty of experience returning. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The defense loses its three best players; 

LB Lavonte David, in particular, will be sorely 
missed, The Huskers need to shore up an 
inconsistent pass rush and sort out roles in 
the secondary, The offensive line needs three 
new starters in addition to developing depth. 


KEY LOSSES: 
C Mike Caputo, OT Yoshi Hardick, DT Jared 
Crick, LB Lavonte David, CB Alfonzo Dennard 


OVERVIEW: 

Pelini has the program on solid ground, but the 
Huskers have been unable to make the step 
from good to great in his first four seasons. 
The offense appears capable of creating plenty 
of headaches for opponents, but the key to 
improvement could be whether the defense 
sheds its inconsistency of a season ago. 


ee ee 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


john Papuchis 


Steady Huskers Look For BCS Bowl Breakthrough 


ebraska has reached a point in 
its development under Bo Pelini 
where being good is no longer 


good enough. 

The Huskers have not won fewer 
than nine games in any of Pelini’s four 
seasons as head coach. His 39 wins are 
12 more than his predecessor, Bill Cal- 
lahan, achieved in four seasons and two 
more than his boss, athletic director 
Tom Osborne, had in the first four sea- 
sons of his legendary coaching career. 

But Nebraska has not won a confer- 
ence championship under Pelini, nor 
has it played in a BCS bowl game. The 
Huskers have continued to slip in terms 
of national relevancy, which doesn’t sit 
well with their passionate, and some- 
times spoiled, fan base. 

“We're sick of being a good team,” 
I-back Rex Burkhead said. 

Pelini came into spring practice trum- 
peting the same message in slightly differ- 
ent terms. The Huskers want to make the 
jump from good to great, he said, but it 
can only come if everyone in the program 
is committed to taking care of the details. 

“My whole theme of this offseason 
has been accountability and raising 
our level of accountability to a level it 
hasn’t been to yet,” Pelini said. “Does 
that mean it has been bad? No. But I’m 
looking at taking it to another level. 

“That pertains to a lot of areas when 
you talk about football. You're talking 
about accountability, which leads to 
mental toughness, which leads to atten- 
tion to detail, which leads to ultimately 
becoming a better football team.” 

Pelini emerged from the spring's 14 
workouts — the Huskers’ spring game 
was canceled by inclement weather — 
pleased with his players’ progress, saying 
he liked the “character” of this team. 

“We'll see how it plays out,” he said. 

“I’m not big into making predictions, 


but we have the opportunity. It’s going to 
come down to our level of commitment.” 

Whether Nebraska has the level of 
talent to compete — not only with the 
nation’s elite but with the best teams in 
the Big Ten — will be determined in the 
fall. The early forecasts generally have 
the Huskers destined for a season like 
they had last season. Good, not great. 

Still, Pelini is encouraged. 

“| think we've built up some momen- 
tum,” he said. 


OFFENSE 


The pieces appear to be in place for Ne- 
braska to make a step forward on offense. 

The Huskers return seven full-time 
starters and four other players with 
starting experience, I-back Rex Burkhead 
headlines what could be a formidable 
ground attack. There is more talent at 
the receiver positions. The offensive line 
is deeper than it has been in years. 

To top it off, Nebraska returns a 
junior quarterback in Taylor Martinez, 
set to begin his third season as a starter. 
‘That generally would provide a level 
of comfort, considering he threw for 
the sixth-most yards (2,089) in a single 
season in school history. 

Yet, Martinez has been a polarizing 
figure for a fan base hungry for cham- 
pionships. Some critics discount his 
ability to lead. Others find fault with his 
often unorthodox throwing motion. 

Martinez spent extra time during in 
the spring trying to iron out some of 
the kinks in that motion. When the 
Huskers had a week off after their first 
three spring practices, Martinez worked 
with California-based quarterbacks in- 
structor Steve Calhoun. His past pupils 
include Cam Newton and Jake Locker. 

Pelini said Martinez was “very sharp” 
during the team’s spring scrimmages. 
The quarterback planned to keep work- 
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ing with Calhoun in the spring, as well 
as offensive coordinator Tim Beck, on 
improving his footwork. 

Martinez should make strides in his sec- 
ond year under Beck, but many observers 
are taking a wait-and-see approach. 

The Huskers figure to rely heavily on 
Burkhead and a stable of impressive 
young running backs. Burkhead carried 
the football on 73 percent of Nebraska's 
rushing attempts in 2011, but his 
workload could be reduced as Beck is 
committed to getting more carries for 
sophomore Ameer Abdullah. 

The unexpected departure of Aaron 
Green also could open up carries for 
Mike Marrow, a 6-2, 250-pound junior 
who will get a chance to excel in short- 
yardage situations, and incoming fresh- 
man Imani Cross. 

Kenny Bell, Quincy Enunwa, Tim 
Marlowe and Jamal Turner will give 
Martinez an experienced group of wide 
receivers, and Ben Cotton and Kyler 


Kenny Bell \a= 
\ Photo by Dennis Hubbard 


Reed will provide the Huskers with one 
of the best tight end tandems in the 
country. Redshirt freshman Taariq Allen 
and true freshman Jordan Westerkamp 
also should figure into the mix. 

Nebraska must replace three start- 
ers on the line, but a group headlined 
by second-team All-Big Ten performer 
Spencer Long should be capable of play- 
ing at a high level. 

Seung Hoon Choi is a returning part- 
time starter at guard. Tackles Andrew 
Rodriguez and Tyler Moore have start- 
ing experience, while much is expected 
from Brett Qvale, Jeremiah Sirles, Cole 
Pensick and Justin Jackson. 

“We have a lot of options across the 
offensive line,” Pelini said. “There are 
some numbers and depth and tremen- 
dous competition.” 


DEFENSE 


Relat hangs his hat on his ability to 


mold top-flight defenses. The Huskers 
fell short of achieving that level last 
season, finishing 37th nationally in 
total defense, 42nd in scoring defense, 
34th in pass efficiency defense and 
64th in rushing defense. 

The Huskers return seven starters 
from that unit, but will be without their 
three biggest playmakers — linebacker 
Lavonte David, cornerback Alfonzo 
Dennard and defensive tackle Jared 
Crick, All three heard their names called 
in the NFL Draft, with David going in 
the second round, Crick in the fourth 
and Dennard in the seventh. 

Crick started last season as a pos- 
sible first-rounder but missed half the 
season with a torn pectoral muscle, 
Dennard’s stock dropped dramatically 
after an off-the-field incident a week 
before the draft. 

“Any year at a place like this,” Pelini 
said, “you're going to lose good players.” 

Pelini, though, has s some good ones lett. 


pcolnn. REPORT: Offense 


STARTER 
QB _ Taylor Martinez” Jr 


COMMENT 


Passed for 2,089 yards in 2011, sixth-best in school history. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Brion Carnes, So. 


RB__ Rex Burkhead" St. 


All-Big Ten performer is a dependable workhorse. 


‘Ameer Abdullah, So. 


FB C.J. Zimmerer Jr Most of his action has come on special teams. Mike Marrow, Jr. 
WR__ Kenny Bell’ So. Second-most productive freshman WR in program history. Tim Marlowe, Sr. 
WR Quincy Enunwa* Jt Devastating blocker on the perimeter; caught 21 passes. Jamal Turner, So. 
TE _BenCotton* Sr.__ Started 11 games before missing final two with injury. Kyler Reed, Sr. 
UT__Tyler Moore So. First true freshman OL to start opening game, Brent Qvale, Jr. 
LG___SeungHoon Choi__Sr._Walk-on emerged as a part-time starter as a junior. Mike Moudy, So. 
C Cole Pensick Jr Big shoes to fill, taking over for rugged Mike Caputo. dustin Jackson, St. 


RG Spencer Long” Jt 


Second-team All-Big Ten pick started every game last season. 


Ryne Reeves, Fr. 


RT __ Jeremiah Sirles Jt. 


Starter as redshirt freshman in ‘10; was backup last season, 


Andrew Rodriguez, Jr.* 


K___ Brett Maher* Sr. 


Converted 19 of 23 FGs in earning All-Big Ten honors. 


Mauro Bondi, So. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS _ STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Cameron Meredith” _Sr.__Versatile lineman has started past 27 games. Joseph Carter, Sr. 

OT Baker Steinkuhler* _Sr._ Rugged performer; 40 tackles and two sacks last season. Kevin Williams, Fr. 

OT Chase Rome So. Took advantage of injuries to log extensive time in 2011. Thad Randle, Jr. 

DE ___Jason Ankrah’ Jt Started nine games as sophomore, recorded 17 tackles. Eric Martin, Sr. 

LB _ Alonzo Whaley Sr.__Tall task in taking over for tackle machine Lavonte David. David Santos, Fr. 

LB Will Compton” Sr___ Has developed into solid starter and team leader. Trevor Roach, So. 

1B Sean Fisher St. Finally back to health after grisly 2010 leg injury. Max Pirman, Fr. 

CB Andrew Green* Jt Recorded 48 tackles to go along with one interception. Mohammed Seisay, Jr. 
CB__ Antonio Bell St___ Converted wide receiver is still earning the position, Ciante Evans, Jr.” 

$$ _Daimion Stafiord* Sc. Big hitter logged 80 tackles in his frst year in program. Courtney Osborne, Sr. 
FS __PJ. Smith Sr___ Can play either safety spot; excels on special teams. Corey Cooper, So. 

P Brett Maher* Sr.__ Averaged 44.5 yards per punt in earning all-eague honors. Mauro Bondi, So. 
*Returning Starter 
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HUSKE 


RECRUITING 2012 


— \ 
g | 
S 
rae. ra 
i=) Mohammed Seisay : Michael Rose Jordan Westerkamp 
WU) Nebraska needed an ‘There was arguably The 6-1, 195-pound 
CX instant impact player no bigger need for the : Westerkamp had a 
LL in their defensive Cornhuskers in the record-setting high 
S backfield out of the 2012 class than line- school career, and 
© 2012 class, and they backer, and they those numbers should 
©} Gotitinthe 6-2, 200- : addressed that need: translate to the college 
= ound Seisay, the well with four addi- ‘game. Westerkamp is 
nation’s No, 8-ranked : tions. Rose is a6-0, = a sure-handed receiver 
LL junior college player. 230-pound inside and precise route run- 
& Seisay could play cor- : ‘backer who is stout: ner who is deceptively 
(_Nerback or safety and against the run and fast. He can stretch 
was a January enroll- shows the instincts the field or be a pos- 


session receiver in the 
short and intermediate 


passing game. 


ee who took part in 
the Cornhusker’s 
spring practices. 


and toughness to step 
‘on the field early in 
his career. 


Jared Alalava Bw 63 25 oo ‘South Jordan, UT Bingham 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Utah by Rivals.com... Rated as the nation’s No. 50 outside 
linebacker...Recorded 87 tackles, two sacks and three interceptions as a senior. 


LeRoy Alexander ATH 62 19 OOO Toledo, OH Whitmer 
Rated as the nation’s No. 60 athlete by Rivals.com...Rushed for 665 yards and eight 
touchdowns on offense and recorded 43 tackles, three tackles for loss, seven pass 
breakups and two interceptions on defense as a senior. 


Zaire Anderson = BGT ©0O — Riverside, cA Riverside C6. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 13 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Had 95 tackles, 
17 tackles for loss, seven sacks and two pass breakups in 2011... Had 92 tackles, 17 
tackles for loss and nine sacks in 2010. 


Tommy Armstrong QB 4662 210 oo Cibolo, TX ‘Steele 
Rated as the No. 49 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 9| 
dual-threat quarterback... Passed for.1,945 yards and 29 touchdowns and rushed for 
1,281 yards and 16 scores as a senior. 


‘Thomas Brown B62 210 oo Gardena, CA <Junipero Serra| 
Rated as the No. 73 prospect in California by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's No. 31 
inside linebacker...Chose Nebraska over Arizona State, Colorado, San Jose State, SMU 
and Utah. 


Sam Cotton E t 2m 000 Lincoln, NE Southeas 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...}Had 27 receptions for 300) 
yards and seven touchdowns in 2011... hose Nebraska over Ohio and Tulsa. 


Imani Cross BOL 200 Gainesville, 6A North Hall 
Rated as the No. 47 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com... Rated as the nation's No. 25 
running back...Also recruited by East Carolina, Georgia Tech, Kentucky, Maryland, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, UGF, Vanderbilt and Virginia 


‘Aaron Curry nT 63 25 oo Keller, Fossil Ridge 
Rated as the nation’s No. 43 defensive tackle by Rivals.com... Recorded 59 tackles and 
three sacks as a senior...Had 68 tackles and four sacks as a junior...Chose Nebraska 
over Boise State, lowa, Missouri, TCU and others. 


Greg McMullen 65 2 e0°0 ‘Aron, OH ‘Hoban 
Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Ohio....Rated as the nation's No. 12 
strongside defensive end. ..Had 78 tackles, 14 tackles for loss and 10 sacks as a senior. 
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LeRoy Alexander 
After transferring high 
schools before the 
start of his senior 
season, 6-2, 190- 
ound athlete LeRoy 
Alexander flew under 
the radar until late in 
the process when 
Nebraska came 
through with an offer. 
He could contribute 
immediately on spe- 
cial teams and also 
has the ability to play 
wide receiver or 
defensive back. 


2013 NEEDS: ater having a small 
numberof scholarships available to use in the 2012 
class, Nebraska should be abe to bounce back and sign 
a full class of 25 or more prospects in 2013. One of the 
biggest needs is tight end, where two are set to gradu- 
ate following the 2012 season. The Cornhuskers also 
have to address depth in their defensive backfield, espe- 
cially at the safety position, where they will lose three 
players with starting experience following next season. 


By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 


Name Pos itt Hometown ‘School 


‘Alonzo Moore, a 62 «(170 oo Winnfield, LA ‘Winnfield Senior| 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 22 
athlete...Chase Nebraska over Louisiana Tech, Memphis, Minnesota, Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State and Texas A&M. 


ery Mass ee} ° Tempe, AZ Corona Del Sol 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Arizona by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 33 
strongside defensive end...Chose Nebraska over Arizona, Arizona State, Boise State, 
Purdue, San Diego State, Stanford, Washington and Washington State, 


‘Michael Rose B 60 2 ° Kansas City, MO ‘Rockhurst 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 15 
inside linebacker...Had 104 tackles, three sacks, one interception and four pass break- 
ups as a senior... Had 95 tackles, two sacks and one interception as a junior. 


Mohammed Selsay 0B 62 20 GOOO Thatcher, AZ —_Eastem Arizona v6. 
Rated as the nation's No. 8 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Enrolled at 
Nebraska in January. 


Paul Thurston a 65 75 oo ‘Arvada, CO ‘Arvatia West} 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Colorado...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 14 offensive tackle, 


Vincent Valentine §= OT) 63 300 ° Edwardsville, ———_—Etwandsvlle 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 28 
defensive tackle...Recorded 35 tackles, 11 tackles for loss, three sacks and one inter- 
ception as a senior, 


Jordan Westerkamp WR 6-1 195 oo Lombard, tL ‘Montini| 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 43 
wide receiver...Had 91 receptions for 1,659 yards and 29 touchdowns as a senior. 


Corey Whitaker a 65 Mm ooo ‘Murrieta, CA ‘Vista Murrieta 
Two-time all-league selection...Chose Nebraska over Fresno State, Idaho, Nevada, San 
Diego State and San Jose State. 
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CORNHUSKERS SPRING ROSTER 


No, Name Pos. Ht. Wt Cl Hometown No. tame Pos. 
8_Amoer Abdullah __1B_5-9_180_ So. __Homewood, AL_ 49. Matt Manninger LB 
Jared Afslava__LB 6-3-2156 Fr. South Jordan, UT. 6 Tim Marlowe WR. 

LeRoy Alrander ATH 6-2 190 “Toledo, 0H 19" Mike Marrow FB Holland, OH 
7 Tawa hen WH 6:3 “168 Werin MA 21 Brosnan 8 Omaha. 
70_Kenmy Anderson DE Omaha 46 Eric Martin DE ‘Moreno Valley, CA 

Zab fadeson 8 —Piiladiphia, PA 3._—Taylor Martinez 08 Corona, CA 

Gai ‘Omaha. 


senge: 


‘Alonzo Moore ATH 6-2 14 
52 JC. Moore DE _ 63 


73_Tyler Moore ___OL_ 6-6 


PK ‘Avery Moss DE 6-4 
0B. 74_Mike Moudy 
1B Gr 


8 
DE 
IL 
Seung Hoon Chol OL Robby Painter OL — 
Cole Chvatal Wi iether 63 
Car lin FB ‘56 Mark Polini a 607 285 So. 
cy 62275 dt 
8 
TE 
OL 
TE 


Ross Ozuris 
¥8_ Quincy Enunwa 
¥7_Ciante Evans 
88_Tyler Evans 


Si 
iB 


6-3 265 — 
5-11 


GP Effic © Cmp Att Int 
Martinez 13 126.5 
Burkhead 13 00 OF 2 0 00 O0 0 oO 00 


PASSING 


oP No. Long Avy/6 
K. Bell 13-32 50 355 
RECEIVING B, Kinnie 1300 22 61 19.8 
QEnunwa 13 24 36 225 
oP Att. Avg TD Long Avg/6 
R.Burkhead 13° 284 48 15 52 1044 
RUSHING T.Martinez 13188 46 9 87 672 


A.Abdullah = 1342 


36 «3 OS 


Tackles: L. David 133, W. Compton 82, D. Stafford 80 
Tackles for loss: L. David 13, W, Compton 7, C. Meredith 6 
‘Sacks: L, David 5,5, C, Meredith 5, E, Martin 2.5 
Interceptions: L. David 2, A. Cassidy 2, six tied with 1 


DEF. LEADERS: 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


NOTEBOOK 


jebraska will join the trend of using alternate uni- 
iforms this fall when the Huskers ditch their tradi- 
tional look for one game. 

Athletic director Tom Osborne made the 
announcement during the spring that the school is 
working with adidas to come up with an alternate 
look. Osborne said the change won't be radical, “but 
it will be something that stands out.” 

Osborne's announcement touched off a minor 
firestorm around the Cornhusker state. 

Traditionalists cringed at the thought of changing 
the Huskers’ iconic look. Those with a more progres- 
sive bent applauded the move to at least inch toward 
what schools such as Oregon have been doing for 
most of the past decade. 

Nebraska did don an alternate look in 2009, when 
the Huskers wore replica 1962 uniforms against 
Louisiana-Lafayette to commemorate the 300th con- 
secutive sellout at Memorial Stadium. 

* One of the more intriguing developments to keep 
tabs will be Braylon Heard’s transition from offense 
to cornerback. 

Heard was part of the logjam at |-back last season 
with Ameer Abdullah and Aaron Green. Heard got 
only 25 carries, as the three freshmen saw limited 
action behind Rex Burkheard. The offensive backfield 
figures to get even more crowded with transfer Mike 
Marrow and recruit Imani Cross joining the mix. 

So Heard, who played cornerback in high school, 
decided to make the switch, although it's to a position 
that appears equally stocked with talent. 

“He has all the skills and footwork to be really 
good there,” coach Bo Pelini said. “He Is one of those 
guys that could play a number of spots and help our 
football team. | know he can play running back and 
I'm pretty sure he could play receiver. 

“He wanted to give comer a shot, and | think he 
has a heck of an opportunity.” 

* Any discussion of having offensive guard 
Spencer Long switch positions was a short one, 
Pelini sald. The Huskers are looking to replace two- 
year starting center Mike Caputo, but Pelini said 
moving Long, a second-team All-Big Ten performer 
last season, was not considered. 

“| like Spencer where he is now,” Pelini said. “We 
feel good about the center spot and the potential we 
have there.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Offensively, they talk quite a bit about the 
second year with the same offense, They are really 
hanging their hat on the fact that Taylor Martinez, 
for the first time in his career, including high 
school, has been in the same offense for two years. 
| think it's a unique offense. Schematically, it's cut- 
ting edge. It’s just a matter of how well they exe- 
cute it. Their expectations are high at Nebraska in 
general, and | think their expectations about their 
offense are very high. And they should be, with 
Burkhead and Abdullah and Enunwa and Bell on 
the perimeter. 

“The defense has a chance to be one of the 
better defenses in the conference. It has to com- 
plement the offense, get off the field on third down. 
But | think Nebraska's season hangs in the balance 
based on what its offense does, not its defense.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Baker Steinkuhler 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


“| like the potential we have coming 
back on defense,” he said. “We have a 
lot of good young talent that needs to 
keep developing.” 

For the second season in a row, a re- 
vamped defensive staff will be in charge 
of that task. Defensive coordinator 
Carl Pelini left to become head coach 
at Florida International and secondary 
coach Corey Raymond returned to LSU, 
his alma mater. 

Pelini promoted John Papuchis to the 
coordinator’s position, hired Rick Kac- 
zenski from Iowa to coach the defensive 


OFFENSE §=PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 25.1 15 
Rushing = 147.1 62 
Passing 175.7 101 
Total 322.8 99 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


30.9 
247.6 
150.6 
398.1 


‘DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


17.4 
153.1 
153.6 
272.0 306.8 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+5 +036 33-4 =0.07 


2010 RANKINGS 
PERGAME RANK 


line and brought in Terry Joseph from 
Tennessee to take over the secondary. 

Among the coaches’ priorities is 
shoring up a pass rush — the Huskers 
ranked 84th nationally in sacks and 
112th in tackles for losses — and put- 
ting more bite into the team’s third- 
down defense. The Huskers ranked 64th 
nationally as opponents converted 40.2 
percent of their third-down opportuni- 
ties in 2011. 

That percentage was 30.0 in 2010 and 
32.3 in 2009. 

“I think a lot of those were not man- 
ageable third downs,” defensive end 
Cameron Meredith said. “They were 
third-and-2 and third-and-3, which is 
not where you want to be as a defense.” 

Meredith and tackle Baker Steinkuhler 
are the leaders across the front, and the 
Huskers also return a starter in junior 
Jason Ankrah. Injuries to four tackles — 
Todd Peat, Thad Randle, Chase Rome and 
Kevin Williams — leave Kaczenski need- 
ing to sort things out in preseason camp. 

The Huskers are loaded with expe- 
rience at linebacker in seniors Will 
Compton, Sean Fisher and Alonzo 
Whaley. Joseph can sort through 14 
lettermen in the secondary, nine of 
whom started at least once in 2011. 
Toss in highly regarded junior col- 
lege transfer Mohammed Seisay and 
converted I-back Braylon Heard, and 
Joseph has plenty of options from 
which to choose. 

“The depth in the secondary makes 
us versatile,” Pelini said 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Nebraska has a triple-threat guy in 
senior Brett Maher, who kicks, punts 
and kicks off. Maher was the first player 
to be named All-Big Ten as a kicker and 
punter in the same season since 2001. 

He made 19 of 23 field-goal attempts, 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
39 | Scoring 
9 | Rushing 
113 | Passing 
44 | Total 


DEFENSE 
9 | Scoring 

63. | Rushing 
5 | Pass 


11 | Total 350.7 


‘TO MARGIN PER GAME 
62 | -1 ~ 0.08 67 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


: BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Rex Burkhead 

Has chance to finish his 
career as one of most produc 
tive I-backs in school history. 
. His 1,357 rushing yards in 
2011 were the most by 
Nebraska running back since 

997. ... Unquestioned dura~ 
bility — he carried the ball at 
least 20 times in eight games 
fast season and finished with 284 attempts. ... Good 
hands make him an excellent receiving threat as well as 
dependable return man... Earned Academic All-America 
and All-Big Ten honors as a junior. 


EMERGING STAR 
SS Daimion Stafford 
‘Already has posted solid 

£ numbers (80 tackles in 2011), 

but has a chance to become 

3 headline performer on defense 

that lost its top three players, 
Can be a savage hitter for 

a defense that will be looking 

for playmaker. ... Led the 

Huskers in pass breakups (10) 

and finished third on the team in total tackles. .. Must 

‘work on becoming more consistent and avoid break- 

downs that left him out of position at times in his first 

‘season in Husker system, 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Mohammed Seisay 
Huskers hope junior college 
transfer can emerge as a 
playmaker in a defensive 
backfield loaded with experi- 
enced players. .. Enrolled in 
January and participated in 
spring drills... intercepted six 
passes and had 22 tackles at 
Easter Arizona Junior College 
last season. .. Began collegiate career at Memphis, 
where he earned Conference-USA All-Freshman honors 
in 2010. ... Started 12 games for Memphis as a redshirt 
freshman and had two interceptions, 


RESULTS 
94, 5-3 
CHATTANOOGA 
FRESNO STATE 
WASHINGTON 
at Wyoming 
at Wisconsin 
OHIO STATE 
at Minnesota 
MICHIGAN STATE 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Penn State 
at Michigan 
IOWA 
Capital One Bow! 
vs. South Carolina 
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Workhorse Welcomes 
Help in Backtfield 


ess might be more for Rex Burkhead. 

A season ago, Burkhead accounted for 
73 percent of the carries by Nebraska's running 
backs. His 284 attempts, which were two shy of 
the school record, resulted in Burkhead gaining 
1,357 yards and scoring 15 touchdowns. 

He did so with nary a complaint, not even af- 
ter hearing his number called 35 times against 
Michigan State or a school-record 38 times 
against lowa. Nebraska's Mr. Dependable took 
every licking administered by opposing defenses 
in stride. 

“You feel it,” Burkhead said, referring to the 
workload’s toll on body and mind. 

“You don't want to have that as an excuse or 
complain about it. I'm not going to lie to you; you 
feel it, but you try your best to push through it 
and perform like you always have.” 

Burkhead (5-11, 210) heads into his senior 
season knowing that Tim Beck, Nebraska’s 
second-year offensive coordinator, is com- 
mitted to taking some of the pressure off 
him. Beck might have to alter his plans just 
a bit after highly regarded sophomore Aaron 
Green decided to transfer at the end of the 


spring semester. 

But Beck still has Ameer Abdullah, another 
fleet sophomore with unlimited potential, to spell 
Burkhead at I-back. Then there’s 250-pound 


fullback and short-yardage tailback, and incom- 
ing freshman Imani Cross. 
“It will definitely help in games, recovering 


from week to week and just staying fresh,” said : 
Burkhead, referring to Beck’s desire to cut back 
on his carries. “You have to have multiple backs 
because it is a long season, especially in the Big : 


Ten Conference.” 

Burkhead earned first-team all-conference 
honors last season after finishing third in the 
league in rushing and 19th nationally. 


He also was a semifinalist for the Doak Walker 


Award, as well as an Academic All-American. 
Burkhead, who 


} including 16 of 17 from inside SO yards. 


His 7.7 points per game ranked third 
among Big Ten kickers, and he aver- 
aged 44.5-yards per punt, with 25 being 
downed inside the 20. 

Ameer Abdullah is dangerous on kick 
returns, as he finished ninth nationally 
and had seven returns for more than 
35 yards. One was for a touchdown of 
100 yards against Fresno State, when 


: he set a school record with 211 return 


i yards. 


logged seven 100-yard : 


games as a junior, has amassed 2,654 rushing : 


yards and has a chance to finish in the top five : 


on the school’s career rushing chart. 

“He's a tremendous football player and great 
leader, and the kind of person you want to model 
your program around,” coach Bo Pelini said. 


“But | think Rex will be the first one to tell you : 
there are a lot of things he can do better. The : 


more he plays, the more he grows in the game. 
He works so hard that | don’t see any reason 
why that won't continue to happen.” 
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Jamal Turner and Rex Burkhead also 


} are capable in the return game. 


Last season’s move to the Big Ten 
stressed the Huskers, who had to adjust 
to a new opponent every week of the 


season while making the switch from 


the more finesse Big 12 to the more 


: physical Big Ten. 


Nebraska will have a greater sense 
of comfort in its second go-round, but 
the schedule remains challenging. The 


: Huskers do play Wisconsin and Michi- 
} gan — two of the three league teams 


they lost to in 2011 — at home this 
season, but they will have to travel to 
Michigan State and Ohio State. 

The Badgers’ trip to Lincoln for 
a Sept. 29 contest opens what could 


: be a defining six-week stretch for the 
Mike Marrow, an Alabama transfer who can play 


Huskers, who then play at Ohio State 
(Oct. 6), Northwestern (Oct. 20) and 
Michigan State (Nov. 3) on the road and 
Michigan (Oct. 27) at home. 

— Steve Pivovar 


Date Opponent ‘11 Record 
Sept.1 SOUTHERN MISS 12-2 
Sept. 8 at UCLA 6-8 
Sept.15 ARKANSAS STATE 10-3 
Sept. 22 IDAHO STATE 2-9 
Sept. 29 WISCONSIN 11-3 
Oct.6 at Ohio State 6-7 
Oct. 20 at Northwestern 6-7 
Oct. 27 MICHIGAN 11-2 
Nov. 3 at Michigan State 11-3 
Nov. 10 PENN STATE 9-4 
Nov. 17 MINNESOTA 3-9 
Nov. 23 at lowa 7-6 
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Football. 


When your team plays Nebraska, this is the place 
to stay. Embassy Suites Omaha - La Vista 


- Every room is a two-bedroom suite EMBASSY SUITES® 
- Daily complimentary Manager’s reception ea steerer pniegived ai iairiloere putinict 

- Daily complimentary made-to-order breakfast Omaha - La Vista/Hotel & Conference Center 

- Pool, jacuzzi and gym 12520 Westport Pkwy, La Vista, NE 68128 

= Only 40 minutes from Lincoln’s Memorial Stadium 402-331-7400 

- Complimentary on-site parking Www.omahalavista-embassysuites.com 


Ranked #1 Embassy Suites worldwide in quality, service and guest satisfaction 2009, 2010 and.2011 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mick McCall 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
6-7, 3-5 Big Ten (5th, Legends) 


COACH: 
Pat Fitzgerald — At Northwestern: 40-36, 
6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
12; 5 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Kain Colter, WR Tony Jones, LG Brian 
Mulroe, DE Tyler Scott, DE Quentin Williams, 
DT Brian Arnfelt, MLB David Nwabuisi, 

S Ibraheim Campbell 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The Wildcats are blessed with size, speed and 
depth at receiver, which will give Colter plenty 
of options and not force him to scramble so 
frequently. Mulroe leads a veteran offensive 
line. The defensive line could be the best at 
NU in several years, and there is a load of 


speed and experience at linebacker. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The young secondary retains just one starter 
and the three new guys have one start 
between them. With the exception of return 
savant Venric Mark, the special teams are 
below average. The running game doesn’t 
have a bell cow, though Treyvon Green and 
Mike Trumpy and incoming freshman Malin 
Jones could develop into such. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Dan Persa, WR Jeremy Ebert, TE Drake 
Dunsmore, LT Al Netter, RG Ben Burkett, 
CB Jordan Mabin, S Brian Peters 


OVERVIEW: 

There are questions at several positions, 

but many of the potential answers hail from 
the recent recruiting classes that have been 
well-regarded. If these inexperienced Wildcats 
are ready for their turn, then they ought to 
deliver the program's fifth bowl bid in a row. 
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NORTHWESTERN 


WIEDCATS 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit northwestern.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Mike Hankwitz 


STADIUM: Ryan Fielt 


Inexperienced Cats Seek Another Postseason Appearance 


sing the most basic objective 
measurement in team sports, 
there’s an undeniable trend at 


Northwestern. 

After recording nine wins in 2008 
— the school’s best showing since Pat 
Fitzgerald starred at middle linebacker 
for Gary Barnett’s back-to-back Big Ten 
champs in 1995-96 — the Wildcats’ win 
total has dropped by one in each of the 
past three seasons. 

Does that mean we can pencil in 
a five-win season for Northwestern in 
2012? 

Not so fast. 

“| don’t think there’s anybody here 
who's pleased with the way that we 
played a year ago and the way that we 
coached,” Fitzgerald said. 

“So we took that inward approach all 
offseason: ‘How can we teach better? 
What are we asking our guys to do? 
What are the strengths of our guys? Are 
we asking our guys to do too much?’ 
You know, all of those things that you 
beat yourself up with in the offseason. 

“But did I say, ‘Oh, my gosh, we lost 
one more game than we did a year ago?’ 
No. That never came up in the conver- 
sation. It sounds sexy, though.” 

Here's why Fitzgerald hasn't fixated 
on the win column: He firmly believes 
that his roster, from top to bottom, has 
become more talented in each of the 
past several seasons. There are more 
speedsters, particularly at linebacker 
and receiver. There are more high- 
profile recruits, such as five-star USC 
transfer Kyle Prater and four-star fresh- 
men Ifeadi Odenigbo, Greg Kuhar and 
Adam DiPietro. 

While the Wildcats won't be project- 
ed to challenge for the Legends Division 
title — not after losing 12 starters from 
a six-win team and not making any 
splashy coordinator firings and hirings 


— Fitzgerald gets a vibe from his players 
that takes him back to one NU team 
near the start of this victory cycle. 

“It reminds me a lot of the ‘09 team,” 
Fitzgerald said. 

“We're going to be a little younger 
(like that team). A change in quarter- 
back. People asking who's going to take 
over for (running back) Tyrell (Sutton). 
A lot of question marks. And it’s great. 
Our chemistry was phenomenal on that 
team and I see those things happening 
tight now.” 

Fitzgerald plans to aid that chemis- 
try by keeping everything focused on 
the collective. He felt so strongly about 
quarterback Dan Persa last offseason, he 
proclaimed Persa to be a worthy Heisman 
Trophy candidate. Fitzgerald will keep 
superlatives to himself this time around. 

“For the first time in awhile, I’m not 
sure if I'm ready to anoint anyone as an 
All-Big Ten player,” he said. “Even when 
I think we might have our best talent 
to have All-Big Ten players. Does that 
make any sense?” 


OFFENSE 


In a perfect world, Dan Persa 
wouldn’t have re-injured his leg last 
summer and he could have directed 
Northwestern's veteran offense from 
Game 1 through Game 13. Instead, 
Persa sat out the first three games and 
spent the rest of the season playing 
with limits that kept him from being 
the same dual-threat quarterback he 
had been in 2010. 

While Persa's injuries helped to keep 
Northwestern from maximizing its 
potential last season, it allowed junior 
quarterback Kain Colter to gain invalu- 
able experience for this season. Colter was 
an even better running threat than Persa, 
as he led the Wildcats with 654 yards and 
nine touchdowns on the ground. 
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On the other hand, Colter didn’t 
have Persa’s arm strength, as his throw- 
ing shoulder wasn’t 100 percent because 
of a serious injury suffered as a high 
school senior in 2009. 

While he hit 55 of 82 passes for 673 
yards, with six touchdowns and one 
interception, Colter was pulled on 
occasion for redshirt freshman Trevor 
Siemian when the Wildcats needed to 
get down the field quickly. 

Colter did more strength work on his 
shoulder during the winter and said he 
felt great throughout spring ball. He kept 
the starter’s job in the spring — though 
Fitzgerald expects Siemian to make an- 
other run in the fall — and will have 
a wealth of receivers at his disposal. 

Northwestern lost first-team All-Big 
Ten slot receiver Jeremy Ebert to gradu- 
ation, but nobody seems too worried 
because of the team’s depth and talent. 
The Wildcats moved senior Demetrius 
Fields and sophomore Christian Jones, 


last year’s starting wideouts, into the 
slot to take advantage of their size and 
skills. Junior Mike Jensen will contrib- 
ute as well. 

Sophomore Tony Jones, a rocket who 
missed last year with a knee problem, 
will be the big-play threat on the perim- 
eter, while junior Rashad Lawrence and 
redshirt freshmen Cameron Dickerson 
and Pierre Youngblood-Ary also have 
plenty to offer. Dickerson leaped over a 
first-string cornerback to snag a 40-yard 
touchdown pass in the spring game. 

“This is as deep a group as we've ever 
had,” Fitzgerald said. 

Sophomore Treyvon Green (362 
yards, four touchdowns) and junior 
Mike Trumpy, who tore his ACL in 
the Big Ten opener last fall and missed 
spring ball for rehab purposes, enter the 
fall as co-leaders at running back. But 
true freshmen Malin Jones and Stephen 
Buckley have a chance to become parts 
of the rotation. 


The running back derby won't matter 
too much if Northwestern can’t find 
five solid offensive linemen. The Wild- 
cats lost two four-year starters from 
a unit that surrendered 42 sacks. 

Senior Patrick Ward, a two-year 
starter at right tackle, flips to left tackle 
to replace the graduated Al Netter. 
Ward, senior left guard Brian Mulroe 
and sophomore center Brandon Vitabile 
should be competent, but the right 
side is in flux. Redshirt freshman Shane 
Mertz is a name to remember. 


DEFENSE 


During the Wildcats’ first five Big Ten 
games last fall, they never allowed fewer 
than 34 points. To no one’s surprise, 
Northwestern went 1-4 during that 
stretch. 

But during the Wildcats’ final five 
games last season, they never allowed as 
many as 34 points. Among other things, 
that improvement enabled Northwest- 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 
POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB _ Kain Colter Jr Directed the huge win at Nebraska. Trevor Siemian, So. 
RB__Treyvon Green So. Posted 362 yards and four TDs in spot duty. Mike Trumpy, Jr. 
WR __ Rashad Lawrence Jt____ Nine catches in final three games, Cameron Dickerson, Fr. 
SR__Demetrius Fields* Sr.___ Moves inside after two years as starting WR. Mike Jensen, Jr. 
SR__ Christian Jones* So. Has whole package; breakout candidate, Drew Moulton, Jr. 
WR __ Tony Jones So. __With knee healed, he'll stretch defense, Pierre Youngblood-Ary, Fr. 
LT___ Patrick Ward* Sr.___ Shifts sides after two years at right tackle, Paul Jorgensen, So. 
LG Brian Mulroe* Sr.__Athletic leader boasts 27 straight starts. Geoff Mogus, Fr. 
C___ Brandon Vitabile* So. Started every game last year. ‘Matt Frazier, Fr. 
RG Neal Deters Sr. Was the starting right tackle in 2009, Hayden Baker, So. 
RT Chuck Porcelli Sr___Job is in flux; two youngsters on Porcell’s heels. Shane Mertz, Fr. 
K___Jeff Budzien* Jr Converted 2 of 5 FGs of 40-plus yards. Steve Flaherty, Sr. 
*Returning Starter 


‘STARTER YR.__ COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Tyler Scott Jt Started first six games before hurting shoulder. Anthony Battle, Jr. 
DT Brian Amfett St.__Broken foot ruined last year. Chance Carter, So. 
DT __Will Hampton Jt. ‘Texas native flashed lots of potential Sean McEvilly, So. 
DE Quentin Williams* ‘St.__ Sure and steady pass rusher. Deonte Gibson, Fr. 
LB Collin Ellis So. _ Started nine games as a redshirt freshman. Roderick Goodlow, Sr. 
LB David Nwabuisi* St___ Speedster led NU with 8.5 TFLs. Damien Proby, Jr.* 
LB ChiChi Ariguzo So. Looked good before breaking collarbone. Drew Smith, Fr. 

CB___ Nick VanHoose Fr.___Has the size and athleticism the ‘Cats crave. C.J. Bryant, So. 

CB___ Daniel Jones So.__First start came in last year's bowl game. Demetrius Dugar, Sr. 
$s Ibraheim Campbell* So. Posted 56 tackles in last six games. Hunter Bates, Sr. 

$s Davion Fleming Jr Seven stops to show for first two years. Jimmy Hall, So. 

Pp Brandon Williams* Jt. Averaged 40.3 yards in two seasons. Chris Gradone, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 
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o Greg Kuhar Headi Odenigho Malin Jones 
UD Astandout wrestler in: The 6-4, 220-pound The first commitment 
high school, the 6-3, Odenigbo is far from in Northwestern's. 
LL 285-pound Kuhar is: realizing his full 2012 class, the 6-2, 
|} _2 prototypical nose potential, but it has 190-pound Jones can 
OB  tadkle. His years of been awhile since fulfil all the duties the 
wrestling have taught : Northwestern has Wildcat's require out 
= him the importance of | fielded a prospect of their running back 
leverage and body with Odenigbo's skill position. He can run 
LL positioning, and he set. Although a red between the tackles; 
=} _ complements that shirt year to gain he is elusive in space 
9 _ witha non-stop Weight and experience : and he will be an 
motor. Northwestern | would do him well, he ; asset as a receiver 
coaches have told may be too athletic to: out of the backfield. 
him he'll have a shot leave on the bench 
to fight for playing next fal 
time as a freshman. 
Name Pos Wt Stars Hometown Schoo 
Torrance Brown DB G1 195 ©OO Los Alamitos, CA Los Alamitos 


Recorded 77 tackles, two interceptions and two forced fumbles in six games as a 
senior. ..Four-year letterman, 


Stephen Buckley ATH 6-0 178 O@ Fomey, TX ‘North Fomey| 
Rushed for 1,352 yards and 25 touchdowns and passed for 923 yards and eight TDs 
as a senior...Also participated in track. 


Adam DePieto OL 65 270 ©@O _ Lancaster, PA Lancaster Catholic 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com, ..Rated as the nation's 
No. 65 offensive tackle... Selected to compete in the Chesapeake Bow! and 
Pennsylvania and Ohio's Big 38 game. 


Chris 25 OO Lawrenceburg, KY 
Regarded as one of the best long snappers in the country... 
state selection. 


‘Anderson County 
Second-team all- 


DB 61 20 OOO — A Laudents Pine Crest 
Rated as the No. 87 Prospect in Florida by Rivals.com,..Rated as the nation's No, 33 
safety... Had 57 tackles, five interceptions, three pass breakups as a senior. 


Joseph Jones = DB. 1 200 OO Plano, tL Plano | 
All-conference selection. ..Rushed for 710 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior... 
Earned academic all-conference honors for both football and track. 


‘Malin Jones: RB 62 19 OOO — Napenille, Joliet Catholic 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Illinois by Avatscom..-Rated as the nation's No. 26 
running back...Rushed for 4,087 yards and 57 touchdowns during his career. 


‘Grey Kuhar 63 25 COO fownship, ‘St Edward} 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 19 
defensive tackle... Recorded 126 total tackles and 24 sacks as a senior. 


Dean Lowry DE 65 2% OO ‘Rocktord, IL Boylan} 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 34 
strongside defensive end... Recorded 65 tackes, 21 tackles fr loss and 10 sacks as 
a senior. 


Connor Mahoney OT 64 270 OO Malvern, PA Malvem Prep) 
First-team all-state selection...Participated in the Chesapeake Bowi...Team captain as 
a senior. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


Adam DePietro 
Having the ability to 
play most of the posi- 
tions across the 
offensive line increas- 
es the 6-5, 270- 
pound DePietro's 
value to the Wildcats. 
Physically, he is still 
a year or two away 
from competing at the 
Big Ten level, but his 
understanding of the 
technical aspects of 
the position are 
beyond his years, 


2013 NEEDS: atter signing a class 
of 21 in 2012, Northwestern has pretty solid young 
talent all across the board, But an early look atthe 
positions the Wildcat’s coaching staff are targeting 
early in 2013 shows @ lt of offers out atthe quarter- 
back and running back positions. Junior quarterback 
Kain Colter and sophomore running back Treyvon 
Green showed great promise in ther first years seeing 
significant action, but both are stil young and some- 
What unproven, 

By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 


Pos Ht Wt Stars 


WR 62 185 © 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Mis 
yards and 20 touchdowns as a senior, 


Hometown 


‘Kirkwood, MO Kirwood 
ri by Rivals.com... Had 33 receptions for 980 


Weadl Odenigbo = DE 6-4 te in Centerville, OH 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as prospect in Ohio,..Rated as the nation's 
No. 9 weakside defensive ond. Pribated in the Under Armour All-American Game, 


Eric Olson O 66 25 COO Browne & Nichols} 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Massachusetts by Rivals.com... Two-time all-confer- 
ence selection. 


5 0 Pittsburgh, PA 
Sieeted to ied in ‘ohio and Pennsylvania's Big 33 game... Selected by US/ at eipal 
to the 2012 Under-19 National Team... Two-time all-conference selection. 


Kenton Playkto =o OLS 270 @ Lewis Center, OH 
‘Three-time Ohio Valley Conference all-academic honors...Also played lacrosse. 


‘Jaylen Prater Bo 60 24 0 Wellston, OH Wollston 
First-team all-district and second-team All-Ohio as a senior...Had 80 tackles in eight 
games as a senior, 


‘Andrew Scanlan WR 6-2 Royersford, PA Soring For 
angi 2 pases for G96 ya and 10 tcuchewne oso eenir,. Seetid fe play 
Ohio and Pennsylvania's Big 33 game. 
ack: ° Pitsburg PA Upper St. Cal 
Rated as the No. 32 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... First-team all-contfer- 
ence selection. 

Wheaton Warenvile South 


Dan Vitale AH 62 25 OO ‘Wheaton, IL Z 
Rushed for 1,340 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior... All-area first-team selection. 


Dwight White = DB 5-11 175 Gynress, TX 
Recorded 70 tackles, three interceptions and two forced fumbles as a senior, 


EricWion = OBB 202 Redtord, Thurston 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com... Rated as the natn No. 80 
safety... Earned all-state, all-conference and all-metro honors. 
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WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Sacks: V. Browne 3, J. DiNardo 3, 0. Wiliams 3 
Interceptions: B. Peters 5, I. Campbell 2, five tied with 1 
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No. Name Pos. Ht Wt Hometown No. Name Pos. Ht Wt Cl Hometown 
44 ChiChiAriguzo LB 6-3 220 So. ——<Gahanma,OH 6 Tony Jones WA 60 185 So. Flint, Mich, 
1 Brian Amfet «DL 65 300 St._—LakeElmo,MIN—3._‘Tyis Jones RB 6-0 20 Se FortWayne, 
65 Hayden Baker OL 6-2 280 So. TroutValley 78 PaulJorgensen OL 6-6 295 So. Dewitt 
7 Wunter Bates S_— 510 180 Sr PonteVedraBeach,FL_ 75 JackKonopka OL «G5 285. So. lnveress 
9% Anthony Battle OL G2 240 Je Doton 47 ‘Rashad Lawrence WR 62 185 Je Ortando, FL 
12 Conmak Bland WR 5-11 170 Fe Westin OR 5 Vewric Mark = WR OSB 175 de Tomball 7X 
48 Ga. Bryant CB 5-41 175 So, Gabanna,OH G7 Sean McEvly DL 65 275 Sa. YorbaLinda,cA 
37 JellBudzien PK SA 165 dc Marland, = 7 Shane Mertz —=«COL”SCS O28 Halt, NJ 
24 Ibrahim Campbell 0B 5-11 205 So. Philadeiphio,PA 53 GeottMogus OL «GS 280 Fr. ‘Lorain, 8 
39 JoeCannon «DB 6175 So. Oconomowoc, WI 54 Drew Mouilon «WR S11 180 ae Frost, 
18 PJ. Carollo 8 61 180 ae en oS aaniaa 
2 sed Carpenter 6 _ 6025S Bowing oem KY 35 avd ionbuil§— 1B GA 2M Se Houston, Tk 
18 Matt Carpenter 08 62 200 fr Dayton, 55 aaek omer Ce hn 
oi ree ee EE EE Evanston 3g hur Omilan PK S11 160. Fr ‘tanta, GA 
58 MoxChopman OL 63200 FPontaVedFL tarpon LBA a 
AT bes as 690° 25 JordanPeking AB 6-0 180 Lodi, A 
2 Kain Colter 0 60 190 Je Dae Oe raat (URISGE EL aia 
$5 Dan Gusts OL G3 255 Je thames aes sat 
ee ener ee eR Enhust 74 ChuckPorell OL 67 318 & (ak Brook 
19 CanernDlckcon WR 63 200 F__ Engin) =a aad 
41 Doug Diedrick — LB 510 215 Fe el ee ar 
22 Demetrius Dugar CB S11 175 Se. Houston, TX — — 
8 Torin Dupper WR 61190 So, toca es a 
45. Colin Els ar ee (ALE ca 
36 MkeEshun 0B 58 170 So. _Madhons «7 SOR LCRA OS (rial! 
TimanaaT errs Tatas rx "3 MerSiomian 863210 Sa. _Windemer, FL 
34 Sow Faherly PK G1 180 Sr iene, ree me Meten on 
16 Davion Fleming 0B 5-10 200 kc poy Al Le ee 
57 MattFrarer ‘OL G4 290 Fe. ——Bourbomnale © °® ‘Wi Studien LB G2 225k Subury OH 
8 Deon Gibson DL 63240 FR. —_—_—Lakewood,on © %©_Mark Stott LISLE JS Lala 
46 ‘Roderick Goodlow LB 62 220 S ae A ee Lames! 
31 ThisGradone = PS G2 190 FF. Cincinnati, «23 ‘Nick WanHoose BGO 185. Urbana, Oat 
22 TroyvonGreen =—-RB_ 5-10 215 So, Mesquite,Tx 50 Timmy Vernon LB 63225 Jr. Fort Washington, PA 
9 simmy Halt DB 62 205 So, alae; Cm 6 Brunton Whee” Ot 09.2008." 88. Esteem, 
82 WillHampton = DL «63-285 de Houston,Tx 70 Patrick Ward itl IB Heer Sion 
28 TimHanrahan AB 6-0 195 So. Frankjort, 01, EvenWetkine 868 205 Carol Stream 
59 PatHickoy 1s 60 205 dk Chicago 49 BrandonWiliams P62 185 Jc. Nappanee, N 
80 Mike Jensen WR 6-0 180 Je RanchoSantafe,ca 4 Jarelliiams OB S-11 190 Fe Robbins 
14 Christan Jones WR 6-3 225 So. ‘Houston, 88 Cuentin Wiliams OL 6-4 255 Sx. —_—Pitsburgh, PA 
15 Daniel Jones DB §-11 170 So. Monticall,FL_ «11. ‘PeeYoungbloodAry WR G3 185 Fr. Ortando, FL 
GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pet Yards TD Long Avy/G 

(o PASSING = tomer M8 AST St or em 8 Bt 8 
i SP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
w- J. Ebert 13-75 1080 141 11 «90 815 

RECEIVING — D.Dunsmore 13 45 522 116 6 69 402 
al KColter = 13.43 6G «108 = 357 35.8 
= GP Att, Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/E 
Q rusune Semin 13 tor e's ata 8 one 
> T.Green 13 97 38006 «32 370415 7B 
Qa Tackles: I. Campbell 100, B. Peters $2, D. Nwabuisi 84 
Z eR LEADERS —e0kles for loss: D.Nwabuisi 85, J. DiNardo 6.5, B. MeNaul § 


NOTEBOOK 


en wide receiver Kyle Prater chose USC com- 

ing out of Proviso West High School in suburban 

Chicago, Rivals.com ranked him as the No. 2 prospect 

in the Class of 2010. But Prater caught just one pass 

for six yards during two years as a Trojan; he red- 

shirted one season and dealt with multiple injuries 
during the other. 

Prater transferred to Northwestern in time for the 
‘spring quarter, which enabled him to practice for part of 
‘spring ball. While NCAA rules require transfers to sit out 
one year before playing, the Wildcats filed paperwork 
after spring practice to request immediate eligibility, 

“{ hope we'll hear by the end of the summer,” said 
coach Pat Fitzgerald. “We'll see how that goes.” 

if the 6-5, 215-pound Prater gets clearance to play, 
he gives the Wildcats a threat they've never had on the 
perimeter. Quarterback Kain Colter, who moved into an 
apartment with Prater and long-ball threat Tony Jones 
this summer, can't wait to join forces on the field. 

“He's a great guy,” Colter said. “He's a goofball 
‘once you get to know him. He came in here and 
warmed up to us real quick. He's just a guy who loves 
competing.” 

© Northwestern ranked last in the Big Ten in 2011 
with 16 sacks in 13 games. Senior defensive end 
‘Quentin Williams is the top returnee with three sacks, 

‘While it's always hard to estimate pass-rush prow- 
ess based on the spring game — with quarterbacks 
being “sacked” when touched — the Wildcats had 
‘several players step forward. 

Redshirt freshman defensive end Deonte Gibson, 
who piled up an absurd 22 sacks during his senior 
year at national powerhouse St. Edward in suburban 
Cleveland, posted two sacks during the spring scrim- 
mage. He gained 20 pounds during his first season to 
make himself a factor for this season. 

Junior defensive end Tyler Scott, who'll start 
ahead of Gibson, earned 1.5 sacks, while fifth-year 
senior tackle Brian Arnfelt added one sack. 

* Running back Mike Trumpy (knee), linebacker 
Damien Proby (knee), quarterback-turned-super- 
back Evan Watkins (hip) and safety Jared Carpenter 
(hip) sat out Spring ball All are expected to be impor- 
tant pieces this fall. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


"They probably have the most challenging non- 
conference schedule in the Big Ten. It's possible 
they could improve as a team and not have as good 
a record as a year ago. Dan Persa impacted that 
Program as much as any one player impacted a 
program in the Big Ten. So, they lose a guy who did 
an incredible amount for the offense. Kain Colter is 
a great prospect at quarterback; a great athlete. 
‘We'll just have to wait and see how he develops. 
And they need a tailback. 

On defense, points of emphasis in the spring 
were becoming more physical, simplifying the 
scheme. The challenge to them becoming more 
physical is that Northwestern's defense is always 
going against a true spread offense in camp. That 
makes it difficult for them to develop a physical 
style, and yet they're in a physical division.” 


— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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ern to win at ninth-ranked Nebraska 
and to hang with Legends Division 
champ Michigan State until the final 
two minutes. 

What changed? 

The Wildcats addressed some commu- 
nication issues that helped to allow an 
inordinate amount of big plays. Some of 
their younger players, including sopho- 
mores Ibraheim Campbell and Collin El- 
lis, gained some experience to accentuate 
their potential. Some personnel changes 
enabled upperclassmen such as defensive 
end Quentin Williams to get more snaps. 

Despite those improvements, North- 


western still has a long way to go to 
become a middle-of-the-pack Big Ten 
defense. Campbell is the only returnee 
in the secondary, as four-year corner- 
back Jordan Mabin and three-year safety 
Brian Peters (a first-team All-Big Ten 
pick by the media) are gone. 

The Wildcats are counting on redshirt 
freshman Nick VanHoose and sopho- 
more Daniel Jones to headline a green 
cornerback unit. 

“VanHoose reminds us a lot of Sher- 
rick McManis,” said Fitzgerald, refer- 
ring to NU’s All-Big Ten corner who is 
starting his third year with the Houston 
Texans. “He's really athletic. A great 
football IQ. Plays with a great passion. 
Great hips. Great feet. Physical corner.” 

The defensive line’s prospects have a 
similar makeup. Williams (three sacks) is 
the only returning starter, but big things 
are expected of senior defensive tackle 
Brian Arnfelt (who missed most of last 
season with a broken foot) and junior 
Tyler Scott. The latter's pass-rushing 
skills make him a breakout candidate. 

The Wildcats have plenty of options 
at linebacker. Senior David Nwabuisi, 
who led NU with 8.5 tackles for loss 
while splitting the season between the 
middle and the outside, will start the 
fall at the MIKE. 

Sophomores Chi Chi Ariguzo and 
Collin Ellis — primary examples of the 
coaching staff's emphasis on recruit- 
ing better speed — will start again on 
the outside. Junior Damien Proby, who 
started the final seven games at MLB, 
provides flexibility and competence 
both inside and out. Don’t be stunned 
if redshirt freshman Drew Smith makes 
his presence felt sooner than later. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Wildcats ranked second nation- 
ally last year in punt returns (15.9-yard 


| BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Kain Colter 

‘Atrue triple-threat last year 
as he threw for 673 yards, 
rushed for 654 yards and had 
466 receiving yards. ... In 
relief of the injured Dan Persa, 
he stunned No, 9 Nebraska in 
Lincoln with three second-half y 
touchdowns, ... Earned Big \ 
Ten Offensive Player of the 
Week honor for his efforts that week. ... Put on 
10 pounds in offseason and rehabbed his throwing 
shoulder back to 100 percent. .., Father and uncle 
played Division | football, Uncle Cleveland Colter was an 
All-American safety at USC. 


EMERGING STAR 
DT Brian Arnfelt 
Numbers don't tell the story 

here as the 6-5, 300-pound 

‘Amnfelt posted just seven tack- 

les in five games during 2011. 
A broken foot, which was 

re-injured at midseason, 

robbed him of a starting spot 

and seven full games. .. Made 

his only startin the bow! game 
against Texas A&M and delivered a career-high-tying five 
tackles. ... Coach Pat Fitzgerald says, pound-for-pound, 

‘Arnfelt is the strongest player on the team. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Malin Jones 

Jones, offered by Notre 
Dame and many others, ended 
his recruiting process midway 
through his junior year, ... He 
was the first player at fabled 
Joliet Catholic Academy 
(13+time state champions) 
to deliver three 1,000-yard 
seasons. ... AS a senior, he 
rushed 195 times for 1,681 yards (an 8.6-yard average) 
‘and 25 touchdowns. ... Blessed with terrific pass-catch- 
ing skils, he projects as the complete package for NU's 
spread offense. .. Delivered an interception in the state 
title game and could be equally good as a safety. 


2009 RANKINGS 2010 RANKINGS 2011 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND RESULTS, 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK W— atBoston College 24-17 
Scoring 25.9 ial Scoring 26.4 63 | Scoring 28.9 51 W  EASTERNILLINOIS 42-21 
Rushing 117.5 95 Rushing 155.9 58 | Rushing 166.6 45 LI L at Army 414-21 
Passing 286.5 13 Passing 235.2 48 Passing 254.2 38 |_| L at Illinois 35-38 
Total 404.1 40 Total 391.1 48 Total 420.9 34 | | L MICHIGAN 24-42 
L at lowa 31-41 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK L PENN STATE 24-34 
Scoring 24.5 55 Scoring 29.0 77 ‘| Scoring 277 66 ml w at Indiana 59-38 
Rushing 128.6 4 Rushing 185.0 92 Rushing 1773 84 w at Nebraska 28-25 
Passing 221.9 68 Passing 241.2 95 Pass 230.4 7” al Ww RICE 28-6 
Total 350.5 47 Total 426.2 7 Total 407.7 80 Ww MINNESOTA 28-13 
L MICHIGAN STATE =— 17-31 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK im Meineke Car Care Bow! 
+4 +031 36 =F - 0.08 63 +3 +023 40 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] L vs. Texas A&M. 22-33 
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Smooth Operator: 
Colter in Control 


A ee quarterback Kain Colter wants to be- 
come an orthopedic surgeon after his playing 
days. Here is how he came to set that goal: 

During the first game of his senior year at 
Cherry Creek (Colo.) High School, Colter tore 
the labrum and biceps tendon in his throw- 
ing arm. Dr. Eric McCarty, the University of 
Colorado’s head team physician and a family 
friend, performed the surgery to fix Colter’s 
right shoulder. 

“He videotaped the surgery and let me watch 
it,” Colter said. 

“It was pretty cool to see. After that, | got to 
go and sit in on two more of his surgeries. It was 
a real crazy experience, a thing | really enjoyed 
and got me into it. (Being an orthopedic surgeon) 
has been the plan ever since.” 

In the meantime, Colter gets to operate North- 
western’s spread offense on a full-time basis. 

He started the first three games last sea- 
son while Dan Persa worked his way back to 
health. During the final 10 games, Colter lined 
up primarily at receiver with occasional turns at 
quarterback — such as when Persa injured his 


LAYER PROFILE 


shoulder during the first half of NU’s 28-25 upset 5 
at No. 9 Nebraska. 
Colter threw infrequently in his relief role F 
against the Cornhuskers (4 of 6), but rushed 17 : 
times for 57 yards and two touchdowns to earn 
Big Ten Offensive Player of the Week honors. 

For the year, he led the Wildcats with 654 : 
yards and nine touchdowns on the ground. He = 
completed 55 of 82 passes (67 percent) for 673 
yards and six scores, yet still found time to catch 
43 passes for 466 passes and three touch- 
downs. Not bad for a guy who never attended 
any meetings with the wideouts. 

“It felt like it was just in the backyard playing 
again with your buddies,” Colter said. 

As much as the Wildcats love his ability to 
Create on the fly, they spent spring ball making 
him more of a complete quarterback. With so 
many receivers at his disposal, they'd like him 
‘to go through all of his progressions. 

“I'd go through one or two last year, but as far 
as looking back-side and looking for a check- 
down, I'd figure I'd just run and get the same 
yardage,” Colter said with a smile. 

“This spring when something broke down, I'd 
try to scramble to pass instead of scramble to 
tun. This year, | feel like | can just distribute the : 
ball and let them (WRs) make plays.” : 


} average) thanks to electric junior Venric 


Mark — and the speedster does a decent 
job on kick returns as well — but the 


} rest of the units weren't up to snuff. 


Junior kicker Jeff Budzien received the 
green light to try just 10 field goals last 


} year, and he made only six. He was one 
} of four on kicks of 45 yards and beyond. 


Junior punter Brandon Williams has 
been a solid performer for two years, 


: but not spectacular. He dropped 14 


punts inside the 20-yard line, but coun- 
ter-balanced that with nine touchbacks. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

The Wildcats have ramped up future 
non-conference schedules as California 
(2013), Notre Dame (2014) and Stan- 


: ford (2015) start popping up soon. For 
= now, the Wildcats open with similar 


BCS teams in Syracuse, Vanderbilt and 
Boston College. 

The Big Ten slate features the same 
eight foes as last season, which means 
no Wisconsin and Ohio State. The Wild- 


E cats’ bye also comes at a fortuitous time 


as they'll have an extra week to prepare 
for trips to Michigan and Michigan State. 
The Wildcats play at home on four 
consecutive Saturdays in September 
(Vandy, BC, South Dakota and Indiana), 
but the fall quarter doesn’t begin until 


? two days before the Indiana game. That 


means attendance will take an impor- 
tant hit for at least the first two games, 
but also means the players can focus 
exclusively on football. 

— Lindsey Willhite 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 11 Record 
Sept. 1 at Syracuse 5-7 
Sept. 8 VANDERBILT 6-7 
Sept.15 BOSTON COLLEGE 4-8 
Sept.22 SOUTH DAKOTA 6-5 
Sept. 29 INDIANA 1-11 
Oct.6 at Penn State 9-4 
Oct. 13 at Minnesota 3-9 
Oct. 20 NEBRASKA 9-4 
Oct. 27 IOWA 7-46 
Nov. 10 at Michigan 1-2! 
Nov.17 _—_ at Michigan State 11-3 
Nov. 24 ILLINOIS 7-6 
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% 


MACrank:2 Record: 5-7 


“Kent State’s always had a good 
defense. If they can move the ball, 
watch out.” 

— Opposing MAC assistant coach 


GOLDEN FLASHES at a GLANCE 


‘COACH: Darrell Hazel ~ At Kent State and overall: 5-7, 1 year 
‘OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Rock 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jon Heacock 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1972 

LAST BOWL: 1972, Tangerine 

RETURING STARTERS: 18;9 offense, 8 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Spencer Kelth, RB Traylon Durham, 
WR Tyshon Goode, R Or Archer, DT Roosevelt Nix, LB Luke 


Batton, SS Luke Wollet 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense returns mostoflast years 
starters that helped the Golden Flashes stay competitive. Nx isan all 
conference player that foes must double-team, The defense could be 
even better in 2012 with an influx of experienced starters returning. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The instability at quarterback could 
derail the Golden Flashes, Keith and Fisher are the two main can- 
didates fora position that has been a problem for Kent State for 
years, Goode and Archer are two players the Golden Flashes are 
counting on put up some points 


OFFENSE 

‘The Golden Flashes had one of the worst of- 
fenses in the country last year, finishing 114th in 
scoring and 11gth in total offense. 

The good news is Kent State got better when se- 
nior quarterback Spencer Keith bounced back from 
a dismal showing in the first seven games to put up 
respectable numbers and help the Golden Flashes 
win four of their final five games. 

Keith, who completed 51.1 percent of his passes 
in 2011, isn’t assured of retaining his starting posi- 
tion for a third straight season, however. Junior col- 
lege recruit David Fisher had an impressive spring, 


KENT STATE 


MAC record: 4-4 (3rd, East) 


displaying good leadership skills and athleticism. 

Fisher initially struggled adjusting to taking 
snaps under center after playing in a shotgun 
offense at Palomar (Calif) Community College. 
Fisher overeame a rocky spring start by bringing 
a new element to the offense with his ability to 
make plays out of the pocket. 

Senior left tackle Brian Winters is the leader of 
a strong line that returns four starters, including 
three seniors. 

Junior tailback Dri Archer retums to the field 
after sitting out last year due to academic problems. 
The speedy Archer can be used in a variety of ways 
due to his blazing 4o-time of 4.3 seconds. 

Wide receiver Tyshon Goode, a second-team 
All-MAC selection in 2010, must build on the prom- 
ise he showed in his first two seasons, 


DEFENSE 

Kent State's defense wasn’t the problem in 2011. 
Or the last few years, The Golden Flashes finished 
in the top three in nearly every major defensive 
category in the conference last season. 

Junior defensive lineman Roosevelt Nix was 
hampered by an injury early last year, but his pro- 
duction returned by the end of the season. Nix 
(60, 244) combines with end Jake Dooley to form 
a disruptive duo that should equal or surpass last 
year's combined 2755 tackles for losses. 

Senior linebackers Luke Baton and C.J, Malauu 
lu, the top two tacklers from a year ago, are a solid 
pair, but the Golden Flashes lack sufficient depth, 

‘The secondary gets overlooked due to the pro- 
duction from the front seven, but that won't be the 
case any longer. Free safety Calvin Tiggle, strong 
safety Luke Wollet and cornerbacks Sidney Saulter 
and Norman Wolfe all return after posting big 
numbers last year, 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior kicker Freddy Cortez was expected to take 
on the punting duties, but his status was unknown 
at the end of spring because of offseason knee sur- 
gery. Cortez made 1g of 17 feld-goal attempts last 
season, including all nine inside 40 yards, Archer's 
return provides an immediate boost to the kick 
return team, 


OVERVIEW 

The Golden Flashes have finished with 5-7 
records in three straight seasons, Getting over that 
hump depends on whether the late surge by the 
offense was a mirage or not. The quarterback issue 
could pose a problem all season, but Kent State has 
the tools te put up more points. The defense will be 
one of the best in the league. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


QB David Fisher: A rare Kent State recruit from 
Palomar Community College in Oceanside, Calif., 


Fisher js athletic but lacks ideal size — 6-0, 215 
pounds. Fisher's experience gives him a good shot 
at playing time as the quarterback position isn't 
settled. 


2012 wwwalindyssports.com 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2011 RESULTS 2012 SCHEDULE 


2011 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Dix Stadium (25,000: 


GOLDEN FLASHES 


By Bob Narang 


‘Spencer Kelth* 
raylon Durham® 
latt Hurdle® 
‘Tyshon Goode* 
Dri Archer 

‘Tim Erjavec* 
Brian Winters® 
Josh Ktine* 

Phil Huff 

Tyler Arend* 
Kent Cleveland* 


Mark Fackler 
Roosavelt Nix* 
Dana Brown* 
Jake Dooley* 
‘Andre Parker 
Luke Battont 
CJ. Malauulu* 
Norman Wolfe 
Sidney Sai 
Luke Woll 
Calvin Tiggle* 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 45 
Po 2 


Freddy Cortez* 
‘Andrew Homing. 


*Retuming starter 


‘Aug. 30 
Sept. 8 


Sept, 19/20 


Sept.29 
Oct.6 
Oct.13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov.3 
Nov. 10 
Nov.17 
Nov. 23 


at Kentucky 
at Buffalo 

BALL STATE 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Army 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Rutgers 

AKRON 

at Miami (OH) 

at Bowling Green 
‘OHIO 


at Alabama 
LOUISIANA 
at Kansas State 
SOUTH ALABAMA 
at Ohio 


7-48 
12-20 
0-37 
33-25 
10-17 
at Northern ittinols 
MIAMI (OH) 
BOWLING GREEN 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN, 
at Akron 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 


10-40 
3-9 
27-15 
24-21 
35-3 
28-22 
16-34 


at Temple 


PERGAME 
wm 
1081 
1454 
2535 


PER GAME 
243 
129.8 
1963 
326.2 


PERGAME 
+1.00 
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OHIO STATE 


UGNEW1ES 


For more coverage of the Buckeyes, visit ohiostate.rivals.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Herman 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Luke Fickell 


STADIUM: Ohio Stad 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
6-7, 3-5 Big Ten (4th, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Urban Meyer — At Ohio State: 1st year; 
overall: 104-23, 10 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
18; 7 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Braxton Miller, RB Jordan Hall, 

TE Jake Stoneburner, OL Jack Mewhort, 
OL John Simon, DL Johnathan Hankins, 
LB Ryan Shazier, CB C.J. Barnett 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The defensive line, anchored by Simon and 
Hankins, is impressive and should be stout 
against the run and rushing the passer, The 
secondary figures to be sterling in coverage. 
On offense, Meyer's spread suits Miller's skill 
set at quarterback and Stoneburner's ability 
as a receiver, 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The passing game ranked as one of the 
nation’s worst last season, but will a new 
spread offense help? Miller has to work 

‘on accuracy and decision-making, and his 
receivers haven't proved to be reliable. The 
offensive line lacks depth. A dearth of capa- 
ble linebackers could be problematic. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Dan “Boom” Herron, WR DeVier Posey, 
LT Mike Adams, C Michael Brewster, 

LB Andrew Sweat 


OVERVIEW: 
The Buckeyes aren't eligible for the postseason 
because of their one-year bow! ban, but there's 
till plenty to get excited about and ample 
incentive to atone for last year's 6-7 record, 
Ohio State's first sub-.500 mark since 1988. 
Fans can't wait to see Meyer's spread offense 
in action. He has spent the past few months 
motivating and challenging his players to com- 
pete at a championship level. It begins now. 
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Meyer Brings Spread Offense, Buzz to Columbus 


Meyer might be the second coming 
of Woody Hayes. 

Meyer hasn't coached a game for the 
Buckeyes, but the native Ohioan and 
OSU grad has generated a buzz around 
the program that seemingly has every- 
one talking future Big Ten and national 
championships. 

Of course, that can’t happen this 
season. The NCAA handed down a one- 
year postseason ban stemming from a 
memorabilia-for-cash scandal that led 
to former coach Jim Tressel’s departure 
in May 2011 and player suspensions 
that handicapped the team last season. 

After the Buckeyes finished 6-7 under 
interim coach Luke Fickell — their first 
losing season since 1988 — athletic 
director Gene Smith hired Meyer in late 
November. Meyer, who led Florida to 
two BCS titles, has quickly restored faith 
and hope with a spread offense that 
should suit the dual-threat ability of 
sophomore quarterback Braxton Miller. 

Add nine returning starters on de- 
fense, and there's optimism in Colum- 
bus that the Buckeyes can contend in 
the Big Ten Leaders Division — even 
though sanctions also restrict them 
from playing in the conference title 
game in Indianapolis. 

That's not to say the Buckeyes are 
going to roll right away under Meyer. 
There’s plenty of work to be done before 
the Sept. 1 opener against Miami (Ohio). 

“We identified our issues,” Meyer 
said. “I told them it has to be the best 
offseason in the history of college foot- 
ball, It has to happen.” 

Urban’s renewal of the program start- 
ed in January with rigorous, predawn 
winter conditioning sessions under 
Mickey Marotti, brought from Florida to 
be assistant athletic director for football 
sports performance. By the end of the 


[I the eyes of Ohio State fans, Urban 


training program, the Buckeyes’ offen- 
sive line had lost 455 pounds of fat and 
added more than 500 pounds of muscle. 

“Their bodies are changing a little 
bit,” Meyer said. “Their attitudes are 
changing. There's a unit being devel- 
oped there.” 

The physical transformation helped 
prepare the players for up-tempo spring 
practices that had a sense of urgency as 
Meyer and offensive coordinator Tom 
Herman began installing a new no- 
huddle, spread offense like nothing ever 
seen from an Ohio State team. 

On defense, the alterations won't be 
as dramatic under defensive coordinator 
Fickell. Stopping opponents should be 
less of a problem than the Ohio State 
offense consistently moving the ball. 


OFFENSE 


Once Meyer fully installs his spread 
offense, don’t expect the Buckeyes to put 
the ball in the air 50 times a game. He 
wants to incorporate elements of Ohio 
State’s more traditional power running 
game with three- and four-receiver sets. 

“We're going to be a very balanced 
offense,” Meyer said. “Obviously, if you 
can’t be balanced, you can’t win. (De- 
fenses) can stop the run game.” 

Meyer's objective is to spread the 
field, allowing the offense to operate in 
space and create mismatches. He spent 
the spring trying to identify playmakers 
to improve the Buckeyes’ passing attack, 
which ranked 115th of 120 FBS teams 
last season at 127 yards per game. 

“We're taking one of the worst pass- 
ing teams in America a year ago and 
we've got to find out if we can do that,” 
Meyer said. 

“Unfortunately, even after the spring 
game, I still don’t know. Can we throw 
the ball? I just don’t know.” 

The triggerman will be Braxton 
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Miller, who took over as quarterback in 
the fourth game last season as a fresh- 
man. Miller, a gifted scrambler and run- 
ner, led the team in rushing with 715 
yards and ran for seven touchdowns. 
As a passer, Miller is a work in prog- 
tess. He completed a respectable 54.1 
percent of his throws last year with a 
13-4 touchdown-to-interception ratio, 


but averaged a mere 96.6 yards per game. 


Who will be his targets? Given that 


OSU's top three receivers last season fin- 


ished with only 14 catches each, Meyer 
emphasized all winter and spring the 
need for playmakers to stretch the field 
—and one could be senior Jordan Hall 
as a running back/wide receiver. 
“Jordan Hall gives us some flexibili- 
ty,” Meyer said. “He’s the No. 1 can- 
didate to fill that hybrid position that 


Percy Harvin made famous (at Florida).” 


Receivers Corey “Philly” Brown, 
Devin Smith and Michael Thomas, 


a freshman, and tight end Jake Stone- 
burner are also potential big-play 
threats, the coach said. 

Meyer loves the tenacity of senior 
fullback Zach Boren. Primarily a block- 
er throughout his career, Boren could 
become more of an outlet in the pass- 
ing game. When the Buckeyes need a 
power runner, junior Carlos Hyde will 
fill that role. 

The biggest question mark is the 
offensive line, which lost three starters 
and lacks depth. Junior Jack Mewhort 
has moved to left tackle from guard, and 
Andrew Norwell returns at left guard. 


DEFENSE 

With the offense attracting so much 
attention since Meyer's arrival, the Buck- 
eyes’ defense has flown under the radar. 

But with nine starters returning, and 
Luke Fickell moving back to defensive 
coordinator after a year as interim head 


coach, there’s not as much to worry 
about on that side of the ball. The 
Buckeyes finished 19th nationally in 
total defense last season, not quite up to 
their top-10 norm. 

But the potential is there for the “Sil- 
ver Bullets” to be flying around fast and 
furious on the field this fall. 

“I'd expect our defense to get close to 
Ohio State’s standards real soon,” Meyer 
said at the end of spring drills. 

Ohio State expects to keep its 4-3 
defense under Fickell, but the defensive 
staff has changed. Fickell added coaching 
the linebackers to his coordinator duties; 
Mike Vrabel switched from linebackers 
to the defensive line; Everett Withers 
came on board as co-defensive coordina- 
tor and safeties coach after a season as 
interim head coach at North Carolina; 
and Kerry Coombs arrived from Cincin- 
nati to handle the cornerbacks. 

“We've got some guys who have 


‘STARTER YR. __ COMMENT 


= 


C.J. Barnett 
Proto by Joe Robbins 
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‘Should thrive in Urban Meyer's spread offense. 


QB Braxton Miller” So. Kenny Guiton, Jr 
RB__Jordan Hall St.___ Expected to be the team’s top playmaker. Carlos Hyde, Jt. 
FB___Zach Boren” Sr___Hard-nosed player and leader. ‘Adam Homan, Sr. 
WR Corey Brown* Jt Experienced receiver counted on to make plays. Chris Fields, Jr." 
WR__Devin Smith So.__Tied for team lead in receptions as freshman. Michael Thomas, Fr. 
TE __ Jake Stoneburner* Sr.___Downfield threat with seven TDs last year. Jeff Heverman, So. 
UT ___Jack Mewhort* Jt. Emerged as line anchor after moving from guard. Tommy Brown, Fr. 
LG Andrew Norwell* Jr. Returning starter who has played guard, tackle. Eric Kramer, So. 

c Corey Linsley Jr Secured job with strong winter and spring, Jacoby Boren, Fr. 
RG Marcus Hall Jp. Started five games last season. Antonio Underwood, So. 
RT __Reid Frage! Sr.___ Moved over from tight end. Taylor Decker, Fr. 

K Drew Basil* Jt____ Made 16 of 19 FG attempts in 2011. Russell Doup, So. 
“Returning Starter 


STARTER 


COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE John Simon* Third-team All-American last year. JT. Moore, So. 

DT__ Johnathan Hankins* J___ An NFL-style force inside; had 11 TFLs in 2011. ‘Michael Bennett, So. 
OT Garrett Goebel” Sr__ Started all 13 games last season. Joel Hale, So. 

DE _Adam Bellamy* Jt Competitive position will be a strength, Nathan Williams, Sr. 
LB _ Ryan Shazier So. _ Registered 15 tackles last year vs. Penn State. Luke Roberts, Fr. 
\B Curis Grant So. _ Skills began clicking in spring bal, Storm Klein, S* 
LB Etienne Sabino ‘Sr__ Veteran presence in young linebacker group. Conner Crowell, Fr. 
CB Bradley Roby* So.__He's the Buckeyes’ best cover corner. Adam Griffin, So. 
CB Travis Howard* ‘St___ Quick and physical as a defender. Doran Grant, So. 

S$ Christian Bryant* Jt Playmaker with good instincts; eight PBUs in ‘11. Corey Brown, Jt. 

$ C.J. Barnett Jt.__Led team in tackles last year with 75. Orhian Johnson, Sr. 
P Ben Buchanan” Sr___Consistent in the past two seasons. Kevin Niehoff, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 
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245-pound Spence is 
one of those expected 
to see the field early 
and often, The 
nation's top-ranked 
‘weakisde defensive 
end in the 2012 class, 
Spence is an explo- 


off-seasons playing 
high school and AAU 
basketball. When the 
6-4, 245-pound defen- 
sive end is able to 
spend an entire year 
focusing on football, he 
should quickly develop 


would fit into Meyer's 
brand of the spread 
offense. He was sold 
when Meyer told him 
Tim Tebow filed the 
role of the big back in 
his offense at Florida, 
and all Tebow did was 
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© oan spence Adolphus Washington ; Bri'onte Dunn 

(Z) Ohio State's defensive ? Throughout is high When Urban Meyer 
CL end position is likely school career at was hired at Ohio 
LU tohave some youthful  Gincinnatis Taft High State, the 6-2, 215- 
= tilair in the next couple : School, Adolphus pound Dunn won- 
© _ years, and the 6-4, Washington spent his dered how a big back 
= 

lu 
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sive pass rusher. into one of the Big win a Heisman, 
Ten's most dominant 
defensive ends. 
Name Ht Wt Stars Hometown School 
Waren Ball = «B62 20 010 Columbus, St Francis DeSales 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 16 running back. ..Participated in the Offense-Defense All-American Bowl. 


De'van Bogard = DB CS-11 172 © Cleveland, OH Glenville Academic Campus 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 14 
safety...Had 91 tackles, four sacks and two interceptions as a senior. 


Jacoby Boren OL «63 283 © Pickerington, Central 
Rated as the No. 50 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 37 
offensive guard...€nrolled at Ohio State in January. 


Taylor Decker oh 67 3000 ‘Vandalia, OH Butler} 
Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No, 14 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 23 offensive tackle. 


Kyle Dodson oh 66 3500 Cleveland, OH Cleveland Heights 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation's 
No. 16 offensive tackle. ..Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Brionte Dun = RB 214 1 Canton, OH Genoak 
Rivals250 selection, .Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation's 
No. 6 running back...Selected to participate in the Offense-Defense All-American 
Bowl...Enralléd at Ohio State in January. 


Pat Eilin 1 63 200 Pickerington, OH Pickerington North 
Chose Ohio State over offfers from Akron, Bowling Green, Buffalo, Cincinnati, Indiana, 
Miami (Ohio), Northwestern, Purdue and Toledo. 


Frank los WR 63 195 © Upner Arlington, OH Upper Artington 
Rated as the No. 31 prospect in Ono by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 77 
wide receiver. 


Cardale Jones 65 2% 000 Fork Union, VA Fork Union Military Academy 
Rated as the nation's No. 12 prep school prospect by Rivals.com...Originally signed 
with Ohio State out of high school in 2011. 


Jamal Marcus: B 62 20000 Durtiam, NC Hise 
Rated as the No. 15 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 32 outside linebacker. 


Najee Murray DB 5-11 1720000 _ Steubenville, OH ‘Steubenville 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 16 safety. 


Joey O'Connor Oo 64 HO Windsor, CO Windsor} 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Colorado...Rated as the nation's 
No. 12 offensive tackle....Participated in the Under Armour All-American Game. 


David Perkins = ATH «G2 22H ‘South Bend, IN ‘Washington 
Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Indiana...Rated as the nation's 
No. 13 athlete. 
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Committments 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 4 


a 


Najee Murray 
When he was offered, 
and accepted, a schol- 
arship from the Ohio 
State University at its 
summer camp before 
his senior year, many 
Buckeye fans won- 
dered if it was 

a litte early to go after 
a lightly recruited in- 
state prospect. The 
bone-iarring collisions 
‘on his senior highlight 
film, however, quickly 
endeared him to the 
Buckeye faithful. 


Big Ten: 1 


2013 NEEDS: the Buckeyes were able 
to woo 6-8, 313-pound Taylor Decker away from a Notre 
Dame commitment and 6-6, 315-pound Kyle Dodson from 
Wisconsin commitment late inthe 2012 cass, but stil 
have longterm depth concers at offensive tackle, Also 
look fr them to find a quarterback for those offensive 
tackles to protect. They are bringing in 6-5, 217-pound 
passer Cardale Jones —a holdover from the 2011 class 
wo went to prep school but the Buckeyes do not have 
an obvious heir apparent to Braxton Miller onthe roster. 


By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals. fom 


Name Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Josh Perry a 64 216000 _ Galena, OH Olentangy 
Rivals250 selection...Rated_as the No. 7 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
lo. 11 outside linebacker...Enrolled at Ohio State in January. 


‘School 


Se'Von Pittman DE 63 2590060 Canton, OH Mekiniey 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation's 
No. 8 weakside defensive end...Participated in the Offense-Defense All-American Bowl. 


wis Powell 1B 63 1% OOO Bedford, OH Bedford 
Rated as the No. 33 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 33 
cornerback. ..Enrolled at Ohio State in January. 


‘ArmaniReeves DB 5-9 18 ©@OO _ WestRoxbury, MA Catholic Memorial 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Massachusetts...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 17 cornerback. 


‘Luke Roberts 1B 61 2§ 000 Lancaster, OH Lancaster} 
Chose Ohio State over Arizona, Bowling Green, Buffalo, Cincinnati, Indiana, Kent State, 
Ohio and Purdue. 


amy Schutt or OC — GlenEllm, i Glenbard West} 
Fareioo selection. ‘Rad as athe No, 1 prospect in Illinois. . Rated as the nation’s No. 
6 defensive tackle... Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Ricquan Southwari WR 62 199 OOO Lakeland, FL Lakeland 
Rated as the No. 6D prospect in Florida by Rivals.com Rated as the nation's No: 60 
wide receiver, 


‘Noah Spence DE 64 25 OOOO Hanishurg, PA Bishop McDevitt 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Pennsylvania...Rated as the 
nation's No. 1 weakside defensive end...Participated in the Under Armour All- 
‘American Game. 


Blake Thomas Westlake, OH St Ignati 
Bate a the No. 25 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 16 
tight en 


Michael Thomas WR G2 189 Fork Union, VA Fork Union Military Academy 
Rated as the nation’s No. 4 prep school prospect by Rivals.com ...Enrolled at Ohio 
State in January, 


‘Adolphus DE 64 25 OOOO Cincinnati, OH Taft 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation's 
No. 2 weakside defensive end...Participated in the U.S, Army All-American Bowl 


Camren Williams 1B 62 215 OOOO — WestRoxbury, MA Catholic Memorial 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Massachusetts...Rated as the 
nation's No. 8 inside linebacker. 
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Tackles: C.J. Barnett 75, A. Sweat 72, C. Bryant 
Tackles for lass: J. Simon 16, J. Hankins 11, E. Sabino 6.5 


No, Name Pos. Ht Wt Cl Hometown No. Pos. Ht WL Cl Hometown 
76 DanylBaldwin DL 66 292 So Soon Boas mw Ss Newark 
4 CaBamett DB G1 202 dk Deyn 6 Oo 64 25 So Cincinnati 
24 Drew Bast PK 62 210 i Chilcathe 71 OL 63 282 te ‘Youngstown 
$3 AdomBolomy OL 64 282 Je wore 56 BS 2 ke Waren 
3 Michael Bemett DL 63 27 Se. Centenile 97 DL 62 2 Lewis Center 
98 Logan Beougher DL 63 253 Fe Alxandia,vVA 91 DL G1 28S. _ Carolan, TX 
64 NonBlackman OL 63 310 dr Bedlord «74 a 66 30 ke Toledo 
51 Brian Bobek OL 62 275 So. imemessL_ 5 B62 210 So, HuberHeghts 
0 Jocoby Boren OL G2 269 Fe Pickerington 8 DL 63 25 Se. Canton 
4 TochBoren B61 285 Sc Pickerington © 50d. Moore DL 63 20 So Youngstown 
36 Damnit ‘OL 62 2% & Belvile 28 KevinNichofi P3198 Fe Mason 
10 CoreyBrown WR 6-0 166 ok. Upper Darby,PA 78 AndrewNorwel OL G6 904 de Cincinat 
3 CoreyBrown DB G1 197 sk ——Monrevile,PR «19 RossOtork OB «G1 223 St Cincinal 
36 Tommy Brown OL 64 310 Fe Aion 15 Joshua Pony «UB OG-4 Zt eens Center 
2 Chistian Bryant 0B 5-10 190k Glevland 35 Vincent Peta OB S11 173 & Backlck 
17 BenBuchanan PK E11 190 St Westervile 11, SeVonPitiman OL 63 259 Fe Canton 
8 DerekBurkholder TE 68 250 So Masson 73 TyisPowel =——BOG3 195 Bedford 
72 Chrisarer OL G4 350 Fe Glevetand Andy Red B62 mt ke Canton 
3 WieGiinon KK G1 212 So, Dubin 9 VeronReed WRG 200 ‘Sa Columbus 
36 Connor Crowell B61 233 Fe __—Walork MD_~=«29 Taylorfce|—=«DB S10 185. Se. Deblia 
© TaylorDecker OL G7 310 FR Vandalia «2 LkeRobers BOG 25 Fe Lancaster 
16 ZachDomicone 0B 62 216 Sx —Beavercreck «25 Bradleyoby «OB «S-tt 190 So. Suwanee,GA 
2 Russellou —K 62 163 So. ML Vernon 84 Ryan oss Wa 511 190 So, Akron 
% BfonteDum AB G1 214 Fe Canton 6 ‘Eleme Sabino «LB «G3 257 St. NerhMani Beach AL 
57 ChaseFaris OL 64 286 Byia 38. WkSerac De 53 10 Cleveland 
%0 ChisFelds WR 60 197 de Painesile 2 ‘KyleSchuck ——«TE—«G2_222 So, Selinegove,PA 
77 fed Fragel «OL «GB 288 St. GonekteFoms MM © 10 yanShavier LB G1 225 So, Plantation FL 
53 Garnett Goebel DL 64 205 Sx VilaPark_«17 JustnSiems B62 212 Sx _—_Charole,NC 
14 Curis Grant «1B 63 255 Sa. _—ichmond,VA 58 JohnSimon DL G2 270 Sx ‘Youngstown 
12 DoranGrant (0B S-t1 188 So. ‘Aeon 15 DevnSmith WR 6-1 195 So. Massilon 
9 Adam Grifin ‘0B 58 100 So. Columbus 2 ‘Red Smith RB 63 20 So FertWaye,lN 
413. Ken Guiton B63 206 de Houston TX 59. StowartSmith OL 63 200 Se —_ NewAbbany 
87 PoterGwilm WR 61 192 Fe ‘oeport.ME 16 ‘EranSpencer WR 62 205 So. Vernon L 
51 Joe Hale OT 64 205 So. Greenwood,IN G5 GenStom OL 63 27 Se Bmore 
7 sordantiall «AB «5-9 196 Se _—_JeannetiPA 95 KharimStephens OL 62 200 Sx SLAIban,NY 
79 Marcustal OL 68 317 de Gleveand 11 eke Stonebumner TE 65 245 Se Dublin 
52 Johnathan Hankins DL 64 317 Je. Dearbom eights MI © 28 RonTamer DB GO 182 Fe Columbus 
36 Kenny ayes DL 65 205 Fe Toledo 3 ‘Michael Thomas WR 62 199 Fi ___LosAngeles,CA 
M1 ByeeHaynes LS 64 200 Fe CummingGA 70 TimTummer LG SF, Yettring 
36 JetfHevernan TE 65 247 So. Naples,FL 73 Antonio Underwood OL 6-2 301 So, Shaker Heights 
49 AdamHioman AB 6385S Coldwater 13 Jonna «OB =S-10 178 So, ‘Lithonia, GA 
7 Tavistoward 0861 196 Se MiamiFl 81 WickVamett TE (68 28 Fe Westerile 
6 Carostyde AB GO 235 ok Naples,FL 3 Nathan Willams DL 6-3 249 Se Washington CH. 
19 Orlin Johnson 08 63 210 Sc SLPetersbury,FL 18 Tyrone Wiliams WR 65 229 So. East Cleveland 
12 Cardsle Jones BGS 225 Glvelnd 32 DaryiWood BS 247 So. Columbus 
5 FrenkKangeh WR 60 190 fe Eusid 21 damieWood—=—BG-1 207 e.—_—~Pckerington 
EP fic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avy 
12 

cise ee a 
= &P No. Yards TD Long Ay 
o D. Smith 13 14 24 210 4 «40 28 

RECEIVING C.Brown = 23-««14«2205 «146 «1548 
= JStonebumer 12 14 193 138 «7 ~«-36 (1641 
5 Net Avg TD. Long Avg/S 
a B. Miller 12 159 951 236 715 45 «7 «Bf 596 
RUSHING D. Herron 8 138 718 43 675 50 3 57 Bhd 
S C. Hyde 13 106 578 12 56 53 6 6 435 
Z 


Sacks: J. Simon 7, J. Hankins 3, R. Shazier 3, M. Bennett 3 
Interceptions: B, Roby 3, 0. Johnson 3, two tied with 2 


lo matter how many wins Ohio State racks up this 

season, the seniors won't get to finish their 
careers with the Big Ten Championship Game or a 
bowl. They'll pay the price for a one-year postseason 
ban as a result of NCAA sanctions from the illegal- 
benefits scandal that rocked the program in 2011. 

‘The last time the Buckeyes didn’t go to a bow! was 
after the 1999 season. 

With Ohio State having no postseason to play for, 
coach Urban Meyer admitted that motivation con- 
cerns him. The players, particularly the seniors, see 
every game as a bowl and are focused on ending with 
a win over Michigan on Nov. 24. 

“There's a lot of play for,” offensive tackle Jack 
Mewhort said. “When people say there's not, it's 
just ridiculous.” 

© Meyer provided a glimpse of his motivational 
tactics when he gathered the team at midfield before 
the April 21 spring game for a circle drill that matched 
teammate against teammate. 

The players, coaches and fans loved it. They went 
crazy when Meyer sent quarterbacks Braxton Miller 
and Kenny Guiton into the ring to square off. 

“tt was fun. It was competitive. It got the crowd 
into it,” Miller said. “We were just laughing at each 
other, like, ‘Are we really in the circle drill together?’ 
That's crazy.” 

Meyer said, “Our quarterbacks are like anybody 
else; you've got to go put your nose on people. You've 
got to be very careful and very smart. Sometimes I've 
been accused of neither. | think that's fun for the fans. 
| know the players came out of their shoes a little bit.” 

© Early-arriving freshman center Jacoby Boren 
opted for surgery to repair a torn labrum suffered in 
high school. Coaches decided he should have the 
procedure in April, in hopes of Boren being recovered 
by August. He had worked his way up to the No. 2 
center spot. 

© Meyer will continue Ohio State's postgame ritual 
of players singing the school’s alma mater. Former 
coach Jim Tressel started it, and Meyer said he's 
a big fan of tradition. 


“For the expectations in Columbus, | think Urban 
Meyer has a lot of work to do. When you talk about 
Ohio State, you're always talking championships. 
‘So, when | go watch them, I'm thinking, ‘OK, what's 
this team compared to the one that one six Big Ten 
championships in a row (from 2005 to 2010)?" 
‘They have a ways to go. 

“When | first saw Braxton Miller, | thought he 
had the potential to be a better quarterback than 
Terrelle Pryor. | still feel that way. With Tim Tebow 
at Florida, Urban wound up in the spread but they 
ran a lot of downhill runs with Tebow, It was the old 
Ohio State gap scheme, actually. | think Braxton 
‘throws the ball better than he's given credit for and 
it will be interesting to see how they use him in the 
Tun game. Will it be a power run game or a finesse 
option run game?” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Carlos Hyde 
Photo By Joe Robbins 


played some snaps in this defense,” 
Withers said. “They have an under- 
standing, so it’s just a matter of working 
and improving fundamentally.” 
Senior Garrett Goebel makes up 
part of a well-stocked front four that 
includes senior John Simon and junior 
Johnathan Hankins, a top-notch NFL. 
prospect who proved difficult to block 
last season and looked even better dur- 
ing the spring after dropping about 
20 pounds during winter conditioning. 
Returning starting tackle Adam Bel- 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 29.0 49 
Rushing 1954 18 
Passing 173.6 103 
Total 369.0 68 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
38.8 
220.1 
228.5 
448.6 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 

Rushing 
Passing 

Total 


PERGAME RANK 
125 5 
90.8 7 

1715 13 
262.3 5 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
14.3 
96.7 
165.5 
262.2 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+417 +1.31 5 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+15 +115 


2010 RANKINGS 


lamy could slide to end, and sophomore : 


Michael Bennett has position flexibility, 
too. Former starter Nathan Williams is 
projected to be back after a knee injury 
ended his 2011 season in the opener. He 
has 21.5 career tackles for loss. 

Add true freshmen Noah Spence, 
Adolphus Washington, Se’Von Pittman 
and Tommy Schutt, and the defensive 
line gains even greater depth. 

Linebacker is a different story. The 
experience is minimal beyond the top 
four of Etienne Sabino, Storm Klein, 
Ryan Shazier and Curtis Grant, An 
opportunity could be waiting for one 
or more of the freshmen on the roster. 
Sabino made 62 tackles last season, 
including 6.5 for loss. 

The secondary should be set, with re- 
turning starters Bradley Roby and Travis 
Howard at cornerback, and C.J. Barnett 
and Christian Bryant at safety. Orhian 
Johnson has started games at safety, 
and sophomore Doran Grant will be the 
third cornerback, 

Roby and Johnson tied for the team 
lead last season with three intercep- 
tions. Having a veteran group should 
allow for a more aggressive unit. 

“We're going to have more chances 
for interceptions,” Roby said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Drew Basil took over placekicking du- 
ties last season. After a rocky start — he 
missed his first two field-goal attempts 
— Basil finished 16 of 19, including 10 
of 10 inside the 40-yard line. His .842 
field-goal percentage led the Big Ten. 

Basil’s one failed PAT in 37 tries cost 
the Buckeyes a win at Purdue. The Boil- 
ermakers blocked a potential tiebreak- 
ing extra point in the final seconds and 
then won in overtime. 

Senior Ben Buchanan enters his third 
year as the punter, He’s steady, averag- 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE §=PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 24.5 81 
Rushing 191.2 a7 
Passing 127.0 115 
Total 318.2 107 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 21.0.7 
Rushing 1415 50 
Pass 182.0 14 
Total 3235 19 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+5 +0.38 30 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


‘0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


DL John Simon 

‘Third-team AP All-America 
pick and All-Big Ten player 
last season as a junior, 
Fierce pass rusher who led 
the team with seven sacks 
‘and 16 tackles for loss, rank- 
ing in the top six in the Big 
Ten in both categories. “Other 
than him, I don't know who 
‘we have as a pass rusher,” coach Urban Meyer said, .. 
Is considered one of the strongest players in college 
football... Entering his third year as a starter, ... Has 
made 108 career tackles. 


EMERGING STAR 
QB Braxton Miller 
Became the starter in the 
fourth game last season and lit- 
erally ran with the opportunity, 
leading the team in rushing 
with 715 yards, ... Gained 100 
yards or more on the ground in 
‘a game three times. .. Named 
Big Ten Freshman of the Year 
and National Freshman 
Performer of the Year by the College Football Performance 
‘Awards organization. .. Threw winning 40-yard touch- 
‘down pass against Wisconsin with 20 seconds left. 
Set a freshman school record with 13 TD passes, 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Michael Thomas 

Freshman who enrolled for 
winter quarter and impressed 
coaches with his work ethic 
and dedication, ... Had a 
breakout spring game with 
12 receptions for 131 yards... 
Los Angeles native who played 
‘one year at Fort Union (Va.) 
Military Academy and roomed 
there with quarterback Cardale Jones, also an Ohio 
State freshman. ... Caught 86 passes for 1,756 yards 
and 21 touchdowns as a high school senior in California, 
«» Nephew of former NFL standout Keyshawn Johnson, 


RESULTS 
67,35 
‘AKRON 
TOLEDO 
at Miami 
COLORADO 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Nebraska 
at Illinois 
WISCONSIN 
INDIANA 
at Purdue (OT) 
PENN STATE 
at Michigan 
Gator Bow! 
vs. Florida 


42-0 
27-22 

6-24 
37-17 

710 
27-34 

177 
33-29 
34-20 
23-26 
14-20 
34-40 
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PLAVER 


OSU Set to Unleash 
‘Warhorse’ Tackle 


uring April’s spring game, John Simon paced 
up and down the sideline like a caged tiger 
waiting to be set free in the wild. 

New Ohio State coach Urban Meyer wouldn't 
let Simon come out to play. The senior defensive 
tackle was simply too overpowering for the of- 
fensive line to handle. 

It was that way much of the spring. The of- 
fense couldn't get much accomplished in 
practice because Simon was always manhan- 
dling blockers and disrupting plays. He simply 
couldn't be stopped. 

And so he had to wait for his turn in the fall, By 
then, Simon will be more than ready to frustrate 
opposing offenses. 

Meyer hasn't stopped gushing about Simon, 
calling him a warrior in the weight room, a re- 
spected team leader and a student of the game. 
Two years ago, Simon was ranked No. 8 on a 
list compiled by ESPN.com of college football's 
workout freaks. 

Defensive coordinator Luke Fickell and Meyer 
rave about Simon's high-rewing motor — he 
never takes a play off or loses his intensity. His 
resiliency is reflected in his streak of 26 con- 
secutive starts. 


“The guy that's just the warhorse — he is 
Ohio State football — that’s John Simon,” Meyer 
said. “I can't help but say | love the guy. He’s 
Tebowish as far as his commitment. ... His pas~ 
sion for Ohio State University is unmatched.” 


That's high praise coming from Meyer, who : 
coached quarterback Tim Tebow at Florida and : 
puts Simon in a rare breed of players he has ? 


worked with through the years, 

Meyer already has guaranteed that Simon will 
be a captain this season, regardless of the play- 
ers’ vote. 


“It's a great honor for everything he says about : 


me,” Simon said. “But we've got a lot of guys on 
this team who deserve that honor as well.” 
Simon distinguished himself last year with 
a team-leading seven sacks (fifth-highest total 
in the Big Ten) and 16 tackles for loss. He was 
named first-team All-Big Ten by the coaches and 
third-team All-American by the Associated Press. 
Some pro scouts call Simon a tweener. At 6- 
260, he is considered undersized to play defen- 
sive tackle and lacks the height of a prototypical 


defensive end. That won't stop him from being a : 


terror his senior season, coaches said. 
Defensive line coach Mike Vrabel, a three- 
time Super Bowl champion, has worked with 
Simon on technique and using his hands. 
Vrabel’s comments about Simon echo those 
from around the program. 
“| love being around him,” Vrabel said. 
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} ing 41.3 and 41.0 yards in the past two 
seasons. Of his 70 punts last year, 

27 landed inside the 20-yard line. 
Jordan Hall is the team’s top returner. 
He was fifth in the Big Ten in kickoff re- 
turns with a 26.3-yard average and sixth 
in punt returns (5.8 yards per attempt). 


The Buckeyes won't have to leave 
home for their four non-conference 
games, and that should help the Meyer 
era get off to a good start. The middle 
two games against Central Florida 
} (Sept. 8) and California (Sept. 15) 

} should be the most challenging, with 
Cal the only OSU non-league foe to 
play in a bowl game last season or finish 
? with a winning record. 

Ohio State opens Big Ten play at for- 
midable Michigan Sate on Sept. 29. The 
Spartans are one of the favorites to win 

the Legends Division, but the Buckeyes 
} own a 13-5 all-time record in East Lan- 
ing and haven't lost there since 1999. 

Then the Buckeyes come right back 
} the following Saturday to confront 
} Nebraska in a prime-time night game at 
Ohio Stadium. The Cornhuskers, who 
beat the Buckeyes last fall in Lincoln, 
will make their first trip to Columbus 
since 1956. 

The schedule concludes with a road 
game against defending Big Ten cham- 
pion Wisconsin on Noy. 17 and a home 
matchup with arch-enemy Michigan on 
Nov. 24, 


— Doug Bean 

Date Opponent ’11 Record 
i Sept. 1 MIAMI (OH) 4-8 
i Sept. 8 UCF 5-7 
} Sept15 CALIFORNIA 76 
Sept. 22 UAB 3-9 
Sept. 29 at Michigan State 11-3 
Oct. 6 NEBRASKA 9-4 
Oct. 13 at Indiana 1-11 
Oct. 20 PURDUE 7-6 
Oct. 27 at Penn State 9-4 
Nov. 3 ILLINOIS 7-6 
: Nov. 17 at Wisconsin 11-3 
Nov. 24 MICHIGAN 11-2 
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PENN STATE 


NITTANYALIONS 


For more coverage of the Nittany Lions, visit pennstate.rivals.com 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
9-4 overall, 6-2 Big Ten (T-1st, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Bill O'Brien — At Penn State and overall: 
1st year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
10; 4 offense, 4 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Silas Redd, WR Justin Brown, 

C Matt Stankiewitch, DT Jordan Hill, 
LB Gerald Hodges, LB Michael Mauti, 
K/P Anthony Fera 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Redd is one of the best running backs in the 
Big Ten. The tight ends could be very produc- 
tive in O'Brien's offense. Headlined by Hill 
and Mauti, the front seven should lead the 


defense again. Fera is one of the Big Ten’s 
best kickers and punters. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

No quarterback was able to separate himself 
in the three-man race during spring practice. 
The offensive line lost all but one starter, and 
‘the secondary lost all four. Adjusting to new 
schemes on offense and defense might take 
some time. 


KEY LOSSES: 
WR Derek Moye, DT Devon Still, 
DE Jack Crawford, S Nick Sukay 


OVERVIEW: 

O'Brien brings a pro-style offense to Penn 
State and has a feature back in Redd, but 
much depends on the quarterback position 
and the development of the offensive line. 
The defense will be strong, but that might 

not be good enough for the Lions to challenge 
for the Leaders Division title. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ted Roof 


New Era for Penn State Begins Under O’Brien 


ill O’Brien took on two monu- 
B mental challenges when he 

accepted Penn State’s offer to 
become the new head coach in January. 

He's succeeding the late Joe Paterno, 
whose teams won 409 games and two 
national titles in his 46 seasons as head 
coach and who was on the coaching 
staff since 1950. 

O’Brien also is trying to move the 
Penn State program forward after the 
Jerry Sandusky sex abuse scandal rocked 
the university and led to the firing of 
Paterno last November. 

“I’m not here to be Joe Paterno,” 
O’Brien said upon his hiring. “There’s 
only one Joe Paterno. What I’m going 
to try to do is be Bill O’Brien. We're 
going to do the best we can to continue 
the success that he had here for many, 
many years. 

“We're going to move forward to 
a new era of Penn State football.” 

The 42-year-old O’Brien spent the 
previous five seasons as an assistant 
coach with the New England Patriots, 
serving as quarterbacks coach from 
2009 to 2011 and offensive coordina- 
tor last season. He also worked 14 years 
as a college assistant at Georgia Tech, 
Maryland and Duke. 

O’Brien signed a five-year contract 
worth $2.3 million per year with 
performance bonuses up to another 
$200,000 per year. He revamped the 
coaching staff, keeping only defensive 
line coach Larry Johnson and line- 
backers coach Ron Vanderlinden from 
Paterno’s assistants. 

“In organizing his staff, I think he 
went with people he had been in the 
foxhole with,” said offensive line coach 
Mac McWhorter, who worked with 
O’Brien at Georgia Tech. “He knew how 
they would be under fire. He knew what 
kind of recruiters they would be. He 


knew what kind of people they are.” 

The Penn State players endured 
much controversy and distraction 
after the scandal broke in November, 
but they seemed to be receptive to the 
coaching changes. 

“It’s been fun for us,” senior lineback- 
er Michael Mauti said. 

“Coach O’Brien is very intense and 
he knows what he wants. He brings 
a lot of energy. It’s exciting for us. Our 
team is behind him 100 percent. He 
showed he’s ready to take us to the 
next level. We're excited about where 
we're heading.” 

O’Brien said he was pleased with how 
the players responded in the spring to 
the new coaches and the new schemes. 

“I enjoy being around these guys and 
coaching them,” he said. “They’re good 
kids and they care about football. I’m 
really proud to be the head coach here.” 


OFFENSE 


O’Brien made it a point not to look 
at tape or film of the Penn State offense 
after he was hired. 

Perhaps for good reason. Last season, 
the Nittany Lions finished in the 
bottom three of the Big Ten in total of- 
fense, scoring and pass efficiency. 

Out of 120 Football Bow! Subdivision 
teams, Penn State finished 9Sth in total 
offense, 96th in passing, 110th in scor- 
ing and 112th in pass efficiency. 

“| wanted to start with a clean 
slate,” O’Brien said. “I didn’t want to 
make any judgments not knowing the 
(past) scheme.” 

He’s brought a pro-style offense to 
State College, the same offense the 
New England Patriots used to be the 
third-highest scoring team in the NFL 
last season. 

But he has the same problem Penn 
State has had the last two seasons: find- 
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ing a quarterback. 

Matt McGloin, Rob Bolden and Paul 
Jones competed for the No. 1 position, 
but O’Brien wasn’t ready to name 
a starter or even the top two at the end 
of spring practice. 

“We have to let it soak in a little 
bit,” he said. “Then we'll make a deci- 
sion heading into training camp about 
who we're going with or who the top 
two are.” 

McGloin was the most effective quar- 
terback for Penn State in the past two 
seasons, but he threw 14 interceptions 
(just five in 2011) in that span. Jones 
seems to be the most intriguing candi- 
date, but he missed the last two seasons 
because of academic issues. 

Bolden began 2010 and 2011 as 
the starter, but he completed just 39 
percent of his passes last season and 
threw for only two touchdowns, with 
seven interceptions. 

“T want to see them improve their 
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decision-making, their accuracy and 
their grasp of the offense,” O’Brien said. 
“Then it'll be easier to make a decision.” 

He has no decision to make at run- 
ning back. Silas Redd returns after 
rushing for 1,241 yards in 2011. Redd 
worked on his speed, strength, blocking 
and pass-catching in the spring in order 
to become a more complete back. 

Justin Brown and Devon Smith return 
at wide receiver, but sophomore Allen 
Robinson made the most progress in 
the spring and could see a lot of time. 
Tight ends Garry Gilliam, Kevin Haplea 
and Jesse James are expected to be busy 
in O’Brien’s offense. 

Center Matt Stankiewitch is the only 
returning starter on the line, but left 
tackle Adam Gress received much praise 
from the coaches for his work in the 
weight room and on the field. 

“I'm really excited about the of- 
fense,” Gilliam said. “It’s obviously 
a lot different. There are a lot of new 


things we haven't done before. We're 
excited to learn and see what it has in 
store for us.” 


DEFENSE 


New defensive coordinator Ted Roof 
and his players threw around the phrase 
“multiply aggressive defense” through- 
out the spring. 

That means the Nittany Lions will 
employ a high-risk, high-reward de- 
fensive scheme, a departure from their 
former philosophy of bend, but don’t 
break. 

“Coach Roof likes to take more risks,” 
linebacker Glenn Carson said. “I think 
we're gonna blitz a lot more. It’s a real 
fun defense.” 

Roof didn’t have much fun as the 
defensive coordinator last season at 
Auburn, where the Tigers finished 
81st in the nation in total defense. 
They allowed 408 total yards per game, 
the most in school history. 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Matt McGloin Sr Holds the advantage in experience. P. Jones, So.; R Bolden, Jr.” 
TB __ Silas Redd* Jt Had five straight 10-yard games in October. Bill Belton, So. 

FB Michael Zordich Sr___ Ferocious blocker has five career touchdowns. Zach Zwinak, So. 
WR __Justin Brown* Sr.___Has just three TD catches in last two seasons. Allen Robinson, So. 
WR__Devon Smith Sr___ Part-time starter; team’s fastest and shortest player.__ Shawney Kersey, Jt. 
TE ___ Garry Gilliam Jt___Has been out the past 1 1/2 years with knee issues. _Kevin Haplea, Jt. 
UT__Adam Gress Jr Increased strength, stamina will help. Nate Cadogan, Jr. 
LG _ Miles Diefenbach So.__ Highly rated center switches positions. Eric Shrive, Jt. 

C Matt Stankiewitch* St. Emerged as a team leader in spring. Ty Howe, Jr. 

RG John Urschel Jr Earned mathematics degree in three years. Anthony Alosi, Fr. 
RT___Donovan Smith Fr____ Lions’ most promising young lineman. Mike Farrell, Sr. 

PK Anthony Fera* ut Made 14 of 17 field-goal attempts, long of 46. Sam Ficken, So. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


‘STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
LE Sean Stanley* ‘Sr__Has been a disruptive pass rusher at times. Deion Barnes, Fr. 
LT Jordan Hill* ‘Sr__Had eight TFLs in his first season as a Starter. Evan Hailes, So. 
RT__DaQuan Jones Jt Space eater can stop the run. dames Terry, St. 
RE__ Pete Massaro Sr.__ Coming back from knee surgery. C.J. Olaniyan, So. 
LB Michael Mauti ‘Sr___ Talented, but has had two knee injuries. Mike Yancich, Sr. 
LB Glenn Carson* Jt.___ Looks to become an impact player. Mike Hull, So. 
LB Gerald Hodges* Sr. __ Best defensive player on the team. Khair Fort, Jr 
LC Curtis Drake Jt Ex-wide receiver moves to defense. Derrick Thomas, Jr. 
RC Stephon Morris St.__Most experienced player in secondary. Mike Wallace, Jr. 
SS___ Malcolm Willis dr Has been a very effective player as a reserve. Jacob Fagnano, Sr. 
FS___ Adrian Amos So. Has flown under radar until now. S. Obeng-Agyapong, Jr. 
P___ Anthony Fera* Jr. Dropped 18 punts inside the 20. Alex Butterworth, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 
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Eugene Lewis Jamil Pollard Nyeem Wartman 
‘When he stuck with All the tools are there: | Wartman was a pros- 
an earlier pledge to for the 6-5, 280- pect Penn State knew 


Penn State following 
November's scandal in 
Happy Valley, Lewis 
became the face of the 
Nittany Lions’ 2012 
class, He is also thelr 
highest ranked signee, 
checking in at 

No. 141 in the country 
and No, 22 in the 
country at the wide 
receiver position. 


pound Pollard to 
develop into a domi- 
nant interior defensive 
lineman for the 
Nittany Lions. His 
heart and motor have 
never been ques 
tioned either, so the 
Westville, N.., native 
is a low- risk, high- 
reward prospect — 
exactly the sort Bill 
O'Brien needs early in 
his tenure, 


very early in the pro- 
cess they wanted, 
offering midway 
through his junior year 
of high school, The 
6-3, 220-pound pros- 
pect has the ability to 
play on the inside or 
outside in college, and 
should prove valuable 
with six of the Nittany 
Lions’ top linebackers 
being upperclassman 
in 2012. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Hometown 


Steven Bench =» B63 206 ° Calo, 6A Calo 
Passed for 11 touchdowns and rushed for nine scores as a senior... Threw six touch- 
downs and ran for four more as a junior. 


‘Da‘Quan Davis iB 51 12 OO Towson, MD Calvert Hall 
Rated as the No. 25 prospect in Maryland by Rivals.com... Had 48 tackles, four inter- 
‘ceptions and four forced fumbles as a senior. 


Derek Dowrey 1 63 79 ©o Winchester, VA ‘John Handley | 
Recorded 107 tackles and 13.6 sacks as a senior...}ad 145 tackles and 11 sacks as a 
junior...}ad 128 tackles and nine sacks as a sophomore, 


Brian Gala O 65 25 OOO Baltimore, MD Gilman Schoo! 
Rated as the No, 8 prospect in Maryland by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 23 | 
offensive guard. 


Malik Golden = ATH 1185 ° Cheshire, CT Cheshire Academy 
Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Connecticut by Rivals.com. Rushed for 745 yards and 
five touchdowns and caught 48 passes for 680 yards and five scores as a junior. 


Jesse James TE BT 285 ° McKeesport, PA South Allegheny 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Caught 34 passes for 
463 yards as a junior. 


‘Austin Jotinson oT 64 26 ° Richland, NJ ‘SL Augustine 
Rated as the No. 29 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com. ..Also played basketball. 


Jake Kiley MH 62 13 00 "New Hampton, NH New Hampton Prep 
Had 30 tackles and three interceptions on defense and had eight rushing touchdowns, 
caught five touchdown passes and threw for two scores as a senior. 


Wendy Laurent TT 64 285 ° Princeton, NJ ‘Hun Schoo! 
Chose Penn State over Bucknell, Buffalo, Connecticut, Delaware, Elon, Lehigh, 
Massachusetts, Navy, Northern Colorado, Richmond and Towson. 


Eugene Lewis WR 6&2 181 ° Plymouth, PA ‘Wyoming Valley} 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Pennsylvania...Rated as the 
nation's No. 22 wide receiver. .. Rushed for 1,534 yards and 28 touchdowns and passed 
for 1,012 yards and 10 TDs as a senior. 
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‘Da'Quan Davis 
‘Ata position where 
speed and agility are 
‘more important than 
size, the 5-11, 172- 
ound Davis has the 
tools to be a lock- 
down cover corner in 
the Big Ten. He is 
Very fluid turning and 
running with wide 
receivers and has the 
make-up speed to 
make sure he is not 
beat deep. 


2013 NEEDS: each tirst-year head 


coach has that one position they feel is most impor- 
tant to the success of the team, and as such that is 
where they put their primary emphasis when they 
enter their first full recruiting season. Having just 
come from the offensive coordinator role in New 
England where his teams were led by future Hall-of- 
Famer Tom Brady at quarterback, expect Bill O'Brien to 
make securing his quarterback of the future priority 
No. 1 on 2013. 


By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 


Hometown 


Jordan Lucas DB OG 195 ° Worcester, MA Worcester Academy 
Played wide receiver and defensive back in high school...Chose Penn State over offers, 
from Akron, Massachusetts, Old Dominion and Temple. 


‘Ake! Lynch % 69 25 C00 ‘bol Springs, NY St Francis 
Rated as the No, 3 prospect in New York by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation's No. 29 
running back...ushed for 2,131 yards and 25 touchdowns as a senior. 


Jamil Pollard m 65 280 OO — Westville, WJ ‘West Deptord 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s: 
No. 20 defensive tackle...Had 56 tackles and four sacks as a junior. 


Evan Schwan 66 25 OO ‘arisburg, PA Central Dauphin 
Had 72 tackles and 16.5 sacks as a senior... Earned first-team all-state and all-confer- 
‘ence honors in 2011...Selected to play in the 2012 Big 33 game. 


‘Anthony Stanko Oo 65 M2 ° ‘Warren, OH ‘Howland 
Rated as the No. 37 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 46 
offensive tackle. 


Jonathan Wamer WR 62 200 OO Camas, WA Camas} 
Had 48 receptions for 775 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. ..Son of former Penn. 
‘State All-American running back Curt Warner. 


Nyeem Wartman = B63 ° Archhald, PA Valley View 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No, 35 outside linebacker...Had 115 tackles as a junior. 


Brent Wikerson «= TE 64 245 OOO Ayatsile, MD DeMatha] 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Maryland by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation’s No. 17, 
tight end. 


Trevor Williams «= WR 62 19 OOO 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in Maryland. 


Towson, MD Calvert Hall 
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NITTANY LIONS SPRING ROSTER 


No, Name Pos. Ht Wil Hometown No. Name Pos. HL Wt Gl Hometown 
‘6 Anthony Alsi OL 6-4 282 So, Marton,N) 23 -RyanKeiser— Saf G12 de Selinsgrove 
4 ‘Adrian dmos “S60 209 So. ‘Baltimore, MD_«15‘AlexKenney «WR _=G-0 183 de. State College 
7B MarkArcdiacono G64 283 Se Holland 48 Jordan Kemer_—DE 64 239 So. Fairview 
8 Deion Bames DE 6-4 248 So. Philadelphia’ &] ‘Shawney Kersey WR 6-1 199 Sr. Woodbury, NI 
31 Brad Bars DE 63 257 Je __—Nastvll™M 38 Ben Kline B62 2 So York 
4 Kyle Baubitz DE 65270 de Yok 72 Khamrone Koo «GS SM, Burke, VA 
5 Bi Betton TB 510 196 So Sicdlerdile, MI 17 Christian Kuntr—«WR 6-4 222 Si. Camp Ni 
7 Kevin Blanchard OL 6-7 278 So, Kay 4 MattLehman TE 67247 Se. Newport 
1 Rob Bolden GB 63 214 Je Orchard Lake, M25 “Kyle Lucas B sm & eleonte 
‘51_ Drew Boyce 1B 61 24 So. Olathe, KS 43 Tyler Lucas 8 62 185 So Bellefonte 
19 Justin Brown WR 6-3 208 St._—Wiimington,DE 65 Angelo Mangiro OL 6-3 287 So. Succasunna, Nd 
43 TimBuekiey _—S 60202 So. Raleigh MC 49 MattMarcincin PK S-11 178 So Malvern 
45 ‘Nex Butterworth P 510 198 J_—_Indlanapols,(N 59” pete Massaro ‘DE 64 269 Sx Newtown Square 
A. Byrs Fo_ 60 24 S __HarisonCity 4° ichael Mauti_—(LB 62 239 Sx Mandeville, LA 
70 Nate Cadogan _T_6-5 283 _Su_Pertsmouth,OH 44" Matthew McSioin 08 6-1 199 S& Seranton 
4 Glenn Carson LB 63238 dk_—Manahawin,W) > Shane McGregor 0B 61 200 Sc Toensbory 
Ree ae: joe Bear DE 42 StephonMoris 0B 58 188 Sx Greenbelt MD 
CL Uniontown 35, Brandon Moseby Fader WR 6-2 168 Se. Fort Washington, MO 
77 Patrick Christie —‘T 65 2968 Jc Carisle oe Gar masb ae = aia 
25 Jel Cully Ce SAT 199 Je ‘Alison Park 
a 
2 aa Cees Ta ke OS Sarat 
is ae & Shane Philips WR 65 192 So StAlbans,NY 
; sae msburdh {6 Devin Pryor OB S10 162 Je San Bemardino,CA 
5 aes niadeoa 25 ‘Sas Redd TS 510 20 se Norwalk, CT 
=r aa ae ‘41 IR Retice Fe 60 6 “Jessup 
Es oainige Vldor.wo”2_T-Rhatgan LB 6-10 183 So. Napevile, 
a > ‘8 Alen Robinson WR 6-3 199 So. Southfield MI 
pre = 2 Dahota Royer TE 61 3c Lancaster 
ore Pitsburg 75 Ee She 6 66 m2 & Scranton 
i PPK 62 220 Sc ypress,1x«3_DewnSmith WR S-7 147 Se. While Plains, MO 
= os 180 So. Valparaiso, 78 Donovan Smith T 6-5 310 So. Owings Mil, MO 
"7 rc ‘33 St Sanantonin, x &%_TyfoneSmith OT 6-4 247 de Pittsburgh 
6 0B Ce ee Le aot) 
7 is 228 Stamfora,cT «9 SeanStanley DE G1 247 Sc _——~Rockvlle, MD 
a E a Pitisburgh 99 JamesTery «OT 63 317 Sc New Casle,DE 
a ry 24s Pittsburgh 1 Derick Thomas CB 6-0 181 Sx Greenbelt, MD 
ry Te a 8. Carlisle 36 Deron Thompson RB 5-10 190 So, itz 
2 Oo 23 skein City «64 _dohnUrschel G63 287 Silay, NY 
7 T 6 Sh. West mtn 54 JamesVan Feet LB 6-0 219 Sc _—_Willamsport 
% 7 M3 Jt Chosapeake,va 14 ‘Garret Venuto 0B 6-0 219 S« hace, WY 
10. Kevin Haplea Te 64 28 ‘Annandale, NJ 14 Mike Wallace 6B 59 195 Se Silver Springs, MD 
47 Jordan Hit DL G1 208 Sr. Steetton 10 MalcolmWilis——S_—S-11 205 Se. Marbury, MO 
6 Gerald Hodges LB «G2 253 Sr ——Paulsboro,N) «85 BryceWilson TE 3 248 So. ‘Camp Hil 
Ty Howe C60 208 St WakeForest.NC 33, Michael Yancich LB 6-2 240 Sr, Washington 
43_Mike Hull B60 219 dn Canonsburg 80 MattZanelato (WR 63 195 So ‘Burke, VA 
82_Bran irvin TE 63 2H Ortanna «35 Pat Zerbe Boo mS est Lawn 
YB Jesse James TE 67285 Fe Glassport 98 Anthony Zettel_—“OT 6&5 255 Sa. West Branch Ml 
51 Datwan Jones DT 63317 Je JohnsonGity NY 9 ‘Michael Zordich RB 6-1 242 S&. _Youngstown, OH 
7 Paul Jones OB 63 245 Je ——MeNees Rocks 40 Zach Zwinak «RB &-1 726 ‘Frederick, MD 
Meson 2 1183 128 aS at Ten B 108 
|. MeGloin 5 8 74 1309 
a bia 10 764 53 135 7 393 685 1 685 
2 1m Aug 
w ), 3 505 
RECEIVING §——J. Brown 13° 35 517 148 «2 69 398 
a 2 309 
xt 
2 ; reer ie 
Q pusunc scien 8612S HHO: 
=> 5B 1 30 339 
[=] Tackles: G. Hodges 106, D. Astorino 86, N. Stupar 80 
Z DEF. LEADERS —_T@°kles for loss: D. Still 17, 6. Hodges 10, J. Hill 8 


‘Sacks: J. Crowford 6.5, G. Hodges 4.5, D. Still 45, S. Stanley 4.5 
Interceptions: N. Sukay 3, N. Stupar 2, C. Powell 2 
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NOTEBOOK 


jany Penn State football players raved about the 
new strength and conditioning program that Craig 
Fitzgerald implemented upon his arrival in January. 

‘New Nittany Lions head coach Bill O’Brien called 
Fitzgerald the best strength and conditioning coach in 
the country and one of his most important hires. 

Fitzgerald spent the last three seasons at South 
Carolina, helping the Gamecocks win a school-record 
11 games last season. He teaches Olympic-style 
weight training, which is very different from the pro- 
gram that Penn State had the last two decades. 

“Its kind of like night and day," center Matt 
Stankiewitch said, “We've really embraced the new 
program. We're all on the same page. We all have the 
‘same goals. What Coach Fitz and Coach O'Brien have 
brought here is fantastic." 

* When Bill O'Brien decided to retain assistant 
coaches Larry Johnson and Ron Vanderlinden, the 
players at their positions were glad. 

“| was ecstatic when Coach J called and let me 
know he was staying,” defensive tackle Jordan Hill 
said. “That's such a big thing for Penn State football. 
He prepares his defensive linemen to be the best we 
could be.” 

Johnson has coached All-Americans Jimmy 
Kennedy, Michael Haynes, Tamba Hali, Jared 
Odrick and Devon Still. Vanderlinden, the lineback- 
ers coach, has guided such players as All-Americans 
Paul Posluszny and Dan Connor, and NaVorro 
Bowman and Sean Lee. 

“| was happy to hear he was staying,” linebacker 
Michael Mauti said. “The reason | went to Penn State 
‘was to work with Coach Vanderlinden. He's the best 
linebackers coach in the country and | wanted to be 
the best at my position.” 

* Penn State will play a night game at Beaver 
Stadium this fall for the seventh time in eight seasons. 

The Nittany Lions will face Ohio State on Oct. 27 in 
a game that will be televised by ESPN or ESPN2. Last 
year was the first time since 2004 that Penn State 
didn’t play a night game at home. 

The Lions also will play a night game on the road, 
traveling to lowa for an Oct. 20 game televised by the 
Big Ten Network. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“When you look at someone taking over for 
Joe Paterno, there's always the question of, 
‘Can | bring my own strength coach, can | bring 
my own trainer, can | bring my own support 
people?’ David Joyner, the AD, has given Bill 
O'Brien free rein to build his own program in 
his own style with his own people. That has 
been very impressive. | didn't think that was 
automatic. 

“They have a roster that needs to be built. 
| would not call them one of the most talented 
teams in the conference. ... It's just going to 
look like a different program, top to bottom. 
This is a drastic makeover in every sense of the 
word, It is going to take them some time, but 
Bill did a nice job finishing off recruiting last 
year and starting off recruiting this year." 


— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Photo by Joe Robbins 


Just a season earlier, though, Roof’s 
defense ranked ninth in the nation 
against the run and held Oregon to 19 
points in the BCS Championship Game. 

“Coach Roof has a lot of different 
fronts and looks,” defensive end Pete 
Massaro said. “It’s not 180 degrees from 
what we've done before. It’s not some- 
thing that’s revolutionary or is going to 
take a lot of time to learn.” 

Because Penn State has often ranked 
among the nation’s top 15 defenses 
since 2004, it’s no surprise that O’Brien 
retained defensive line coach Larry 


2009 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 28.9 
Rushing 169.8 
Passing 237.2 
Total 406.9 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


24.5 
142.5 
2297 
372.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


237 
165.6 
181.2 
274.5 346.9 
TOMARGIN PER GAME RANK 


+6 +046 2 | -4 - 0.31 


2010 RANKINGS 
PERGAME RANK 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
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Johnson and linebackers coach Ron 
Vanderlinden from Joe Paterno’s staff. 

Johnson, who has produced four first- 
or second-round draft picks since 2005, 
will have tackle Jordan Hill and end 
Sean Stanley as returning starters. Pete 
Massaro, who started at end in 2010 
before missing last season with a knee 
injury, also is back. 

Vanderlinden, who has guided four 
linebackers into the NFL since 2005, has 
another talented group, but one with 
medical issues. Carson and All-Big Ten 
pick Gerald Hodges are back and will 
play alongside Michael Mauti or Khairi 
Fortt, who each missed all or most of 
spring practice with knee injuries. 

“Guys are getting used to the termi- 
nology,” Mauti said. “It’s all different. 
At the end of the day, you have to read 
keys and make tackles. The sky's the 
limit for the linebackers.” 

Penn State has depth there, but not 
in the secondary. Wide receiver Curtis 
Drake was converted to cornerback, 
where he could play alongside Stephon 
Morris. Malcolm Willis and Adrian 
Amos appear to be the leaders at safety. 

“Every time we learn something 
new we're more excited to play,” safety 
Stephen Obeng-Agyapong said. “One of 
our goals is to become one of the most 
aggressive defenses in the nation.” 

If style is worth anything, Roof has 
won over the players. 

“Coach Roof is great,” Massaro said. 
“He does a lot of great things. He’s a re- 
ally smart guy. He’s a motivator. He’s re- 
ally good at pushing people and getting 
the most out of them. He seems like an 
awesome coach so far.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Anthony Fera returns as Penn State’s 


kicker and punter after a successful 
2011 season. 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
81 | Scoring 19.3 
74 | Rushing 165.4 
52 | Passing 177.0 
68 | Total 3424 


DEFENSE 
50 | Scoring 
74 | Rushing 
16 | Pass 
35 | Total 


PER GAME 
168 
133.3 
190.6 
323.9 


7 | +1 +0.08 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


LB Gerald Hodges 

The senior was selected to 
the All-Big Ten first team by 
coaches and second team 
by media in 2011. ... Led 
Penn State and ranked 
eighth in Big Ten with 106 
tackles. ... Had 10 tackles 
for loss, 4.5 sacks, four 
pass break-ups, two forced 
fumbles and one interception. ... Made a career-high 
19 tackles against Ilinois. ... Missed nearly half of 
2010 with hairline leg fracture, 


EMERGING STAR 
DB Adrian Amos 
‘Sophomore played in 12 

games at comerback last sea- 

son and started once, ... Might 
move to safety this season, 

where he seems more lke a 

natural... Made an intercep- 

tion in his first game at Penn 

State. .. Has strong cover 

skills with four pass break- 

ups... Was named Baltimore City Defensive Player of 

the Year as high school senior... Chose Penn State over 

Connecticut, Vanderbilt, West Virginia and Temple. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Eugene Lewis 
Four-star recruit who played 
quarterback in high school 
Rated the No. 22 wide receiver 
prospect in the nation and 
No. 4 overall prospect in 
Pennsylvania by Rivals. .. an 
and passed for more than (ieee 
1,000 yards in each of the last. \_ 4a ue 
two seasons. .. Also an out- 
standing basketball player... Chose Penn State over 
Maryland, Oregon, Pittsburgh and Virginia Tech. 


RESULTS 
9-4, 6-2 
INDIANA STATE 
ALABAMA 
at Temple 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Indiana 
IOWA 
PURDUE 
at Northwestern 
ILLINOIS 
NEBRASKA 
at Ohio State 
at Wisconsin 
Ticket City Bow! 
vs. Houston 


47 
11-27 
14-10 

34-6 
16-10 

13-3 
23-18 
34-24 

10-7 
14-17 
20-14 

7-45 


rerssseseere 


14-30 
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Code Redd: Hard 
Work Will Pay Off 


hortly after Craig Fitzgerald arrived at 

Penn State in January as the new strength 
and conditioning coach, Silas Redd sat down 
with him. 

Redd told Fitzgerald that he wanted to lift like 
the linemen and run like the wide receivers. 

“I'm getting pretty close,” Redd said during 
spring practice. “After the winter tests, | was 
the third-strongest on the team, pound for 
pound. I’m trying to be No. 1 when we do our 
next testing. 

“That's because I’m buying into what they're 
doing in there. | really believe in it. I'm not a 
slacker. When | go in there, I'm not playing 
around.” 

Redd didn’t fool around in his first two sea- 
sons at Penn State. He averaged 5.7 yards per 
Carry as a freshman while playing behind Evan 
Royster, the school’s all-time leading rusher. He 
enjoyed a breakout year in 2011, rushing for 
1,241 yards and being named to the All-Big Ten 
second team. 

And he's serious about becoming a complete 
running back. He’s working to become stronger 
and faster and trying to improve his pass-catch- 
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Silas Redd 


Photo by Ned Dishman/Getty Images 


ing and blocking. 

“I'm trying to become a great overall back,” : 
Redd said. “I've been working on my hands a lot. 
| dropped a couple balls last year. 

“The main thing I'm working on is blocking. 
Coach (Bill O’Brien) said most rookie running 
backs (in the NFL) don’t know how to block. God 
willing, if | get a chance to go to the next level, : 
that’s something | want to be pretty good at." 

Redd was pretty good running the ball last : 
year, especially when he posted five consecu- 
tive 100-yard games in midseason and led the 
nation in rushing in October with 703 yards. 

But he suffered a collarbone injury against 
Nebraska, which limited his effectiveness thi 
rest of the season. He still managed to finis| 
with the 10th-highest rushing total in Pent 
State history. 

“I'm pretty pleased with where the running 
game is,” O'Brien said. 

Redd suffered from mild tendinitis in his right 
knee and saw fewer repetitions during sprint 
practice, but he expects to be fine in the fall. 
So do his teammates. 

“Silas is doing what he always does,” center 
Matt Stankiewitch said. “He’s relentless. He run: 
the ball hard. He’s always trying to get those ex. 
tra yards. It doesn’t matter if it's a practice or 
game. He's one of the hardest workers on th 
team. He prides himself on that.” 


Fera, the regular punter since 2010, 


: became the first Nittany Lion since 
: 1975 to handle placekicking, punting 


and kickoff duties in the same game 
last year. 
He made 14 of 17 field-goal at- 


5 tempts, including a career-long 
3 46-yarder. He averaged 42.0 yards on 
} 64 punts and had 18 land inside the 


20. He was named the second-team 
All-Big Ten punter. 
The rest of Penn State’s special teams 


were mediocre. Justin Brown returns as 


the punt returner after he averaged 8.1 
yards. Adrian Amos, Devon Smith and 
Bill Belton are among the candidates to 
return kickoffs. 

The Lions ranked sixth in the Big Ten 
in kickoff coverage and net punting. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

Penn State will face 10 bowl teams, 
starting with the season opener against 
Ohio at Beaver Stadium. 

The Nittany Lions travel to Virginia 
the following week before finishing the 
non-conference schedule with home 
games against Navy and Temple. 

Penn State opens Big Ten play on the 


: road for the third straight season, but 


the Nittany Lions play Leaders Divi- 
sion rivals Ohio State and Wisconsin 
at home. 

Penn State will make its first trip to 
Nebraska since 2003 before finishing 
with back-to-back home games against 
Indiana and Wisconsin. 

— Rich Scarcella 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 11 Record 
Sept.1 OHIO 10-4 
Sept. 8 at Virginia 8-5 
Sept. 15 NAVY 5-7 
Sept. 22 TEMPLE 9-4 
Sept. 29 at Illinois 7-6 
Oct. 6 NORTHWESTERN 6-7 
Oct. 20 at lowa 7-6 
Oct. 27 OHIO STATE 6-7 
Nov. 3 at Purdue 76 
Nov. 10 at Nebraska 9-4 
Nov. 17 INDIANA 1-11 
Nov. 24 WISCONSIN 11-3 
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MIAMI (OHIO) | REDHAWKS 


MAC rank: 7 Record: 4-8 


MAC record: 3-5 (T-4th, East) 


“Zac does a great job of keeping 
his composure to find his receivers 
when there's pressure.” 

— Coach Don Treadwell 


REDHAWKS at a GLANCE 


‘COACH: Don Teadwell— At Mam andl overall 48,1 year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: ohn Kl. 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jy Peterson 
LASTLEAGUETIE 2010 
LAST BOWL: 2010, GoDaddy.com 
RETURNING STARTERS: 17:8 offenso,7 defense, Kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Zac Dyer, WR Nick Harwel, 

WR Andy Cruse DE Jason Semmes, OT Austin Brown, 
Bayonne Nunley, S Pat Hinkel 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Dysert and Harwell have great chem 
{stry and forma lethal duo In Miami's spread offense. Dysert Is 
‘one ofthe nation’s most untieralded quarterbacks, while Harwell 
{sa dynamic player capable of taking over a game. A revamped 
defensive coaching staff brought energy and enthusiasm that 
‘might help a group with seven returning starters, 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive tine gave up 47 sacks 

In 2011, There's been some movement along the tine during the 
spring: whether that translates into a more cohesive unit could 
determine the success of Miami's season. The schedule s brutal, 
with five ofthe fist seven games on the road. 


OFFENSE 

Senior quarterback Zac Dysert, a three-year 
starter, is billed by Miami as “college football's 
best-kept secret” heading into the 2012 season. 

His national name recognition is several rungs 
below that of Matt Barkley or Landry Jones, but 
Dysert deserves the “best-kept secret” title based 
on his gaudy career statistics of 8,530 passing 
yards, 48 touchdown passes, and a 64-percent 
completion rate. 

Dysert is a gunslinger in Miami's spread offense, 
but the RedHawks’ offensive line had trouble creat- 
ing holes to develop a consistent running game, 


surrendering a whopping 47 sacks in 2011. 

Coach Don Treadwell emphasized improving 
the running game to make the offense a two- 
dimensional threat after the RedHawks averaged 
2.4 yards per carry last season, Another area that 
the RedHawks worked on was finding a consistent 
tight end threat, as Matt Kennedy was moved from 
right tackle to tight end, 

Junior wide receiver Nick Harwell, who caught 
97 passes for 1,425 yards and nine touchdowns in 
2011, is a big-time threat capable of making post- 
season award lists, Not only do Dysert and Harwell 
forma lethal combination, but the RedHawks 
possess a deep reservoir of returning talent at wide 
receiver to rack up yardage. 


DEFENSE 

The RedHawks brought in three new defensive 
coaches, including coordinator Jay Peterson, to 
help foster a tougher attitude, The defense posted 
solid numbers in 2011, ranking 24th in the country 
in pass defense, goth in scoring defense and 48th in 
total defense. 

But the RedHawks intercepted just 10 passes 
after recording 21 picks in 2010, They also allowed 
1a whopping §5 percent fourth-down conversion rate. 

The 4-3 defense is strong at defensive line be- 
cause of tackles Austin Brown and Mike Johns. 
The RedHawks are sketchy at linebacker with 
strong safety Pat Hinkle trying his hand 
at weakside linebacker late in the spring. 

In the secondary, comerback Dayonne Nunley 
is an all-conference performer. 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

The RedHawks have to improve in all facets 
on special teams. Harwell failed to have a punt 
return longer than 14 yards, Nunley is an explo- 
sive kick returner after averaging 23 yards per 
return last season. 

Kicker Mason Krysinski attempted all six of Mi- 
amis field-goal attempts in 2011, making two, and 
must battle for his position, Punter Zac Murphy 
boomed seven punts 50 yards or longer last year. 


OVERVIEW 

Treadwell overhauled the defensive staff despite 
a productive showing last year, The RedHawks plan 
on showing more aggression and forcing more 
turnovers. The combination of Dysert and Harwell 
is electric, but the offense lacks a proven tailback 
and tight end. 

‘The RedHawks didn't beat a winning team last 
year, lost their first four games, finished the season 
with three straight defeats and had trouble winning 
close games, Sure, things could change with better 
health and chemistry along the offensive line, but 
the schedule is difficult and making progress won't 
be easy, 


TOPNEWCOMER| 


~ RB Jack Snowball: Might get a chance to get 
| quality carries with a good showing in fall camp 
because of Miami's issues with health anddepth | 
at the position. Snowball rushed for 2594 yards | 
and 31 touchdowns at Wadsworth High School in| 
Ohio last year. He never fumbled in his prep career. 


—— a é 
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‘Stadium: Yager Stadium (24,286) 


OFFENSE 


QB 4 | ZacDysert® 64 219 Sr. 
RB 46 | Justin Semmes 62 26 I 
WR 8 | NickHarwell* 6-1 190 Jr. 
WR 15 | AndyCruse* 64 215 Sr 
uw WR 12 | WillleCulpepper* 5-9 155 So. 
Fay Te 62 | Natt Kennedy 65. 248 Si. 
fig ut 71 | Zachtewis 66 275 So. 
j=) LG 75 | Marcus Matthews* 6-3 310 So. 
fs) C 52 | Joseph Williams* 6-2 285 Sr. 
F§) RG 67 | John Anevski* 6-3 285 Jr. 
5 RT 72 | BradBednar* 6-4 292 Sr. 
a | 
fm] OE 57 | Wes witlams 3 246 
ty DT 90 | Austin Brown* 62 270 Sr. | 
hry NT 94 | MikeJohnse 6-4 2M Sr. 
Fal) DE 93 | Jason Semmest 63 233 sr. 
$2] tp 30 | EvanHarris* 6-0 223 Sr. 
fry) L238) | TorTucker 62.217 So, 
LB 32 | Jaytee Swanson 62 218 Sr 
SSI) ce 3 | DayonneNuniey* 58 180 Jr. 
fe} cB 6 | Du.Browne 1 180. Sr. 
Dy ss 37 | PatHinkel* 61 199 Sr. 
FS 35 | Brison Burris 510 179 So, 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 39 | Mason Krysinski* 6-3 203 Jr. 
P45 | ZacMurphy* 6-0 199 Jr, 
“* Returning Starters in Bold 
| 
| 
Sept.1 at Ohio State 
Sept.8 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
| Sept.15 at Boise State 
bey) Sept. 22 MASSACHUSETTS 
(=) Sept. 29 at Akron | 
Ey) oct. 6 atcincinnat! | 
rey Oct.13 at Bowling Green 
Ky) oct.27 OHIO 
t—y Nov. at Buffalo 
] Nov.10 KENT STATE 
Nov. 17 at Central Michigan 
Nov. 23 BALL STATE 


6 at Missouri 6-17 
L at Minnesota 23-29 
L BOWLING GREEN 23-37 
oi CINCINNATI 0-27 
ur] w ARMY 35-28 
hw at Kent State 9-3 
qt at Toledo 28-49 
5 Ww BUFFALO: 43 
NBG AKRON: 35-3 
5 at Temple 21-24 
Lt WESTERN MICHIGAN 21-24 
ee at Ohio 14-2) 


OFFENSE PERGAME 


Total 


TOMARGIN 
-4 


Scoring 213 103 
Pay Reshing TB 120 
Uy} Passing 299) Mw 
Fa} Total 32.9 B 
Fo) DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Ey scorina 29 39 
Py) Rushing 1685 6 
pay Passing 
R 


PER GAME 
-033 
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For more coverage of the Boilermakers, visit purdue.rivals.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gary Nord 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
7-6, 4-4 Big Ten (3rd, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Danny Hope — At Purdue: 16-21, 3 years; 
overall: 51-43, 8 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
15; 7 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Caleb TerBush, QB Robert Marve, 

RB Akeem Shavers, WR/KR Raheem Mostert, 
DT Kawann Short, DE Ryan Russell, 

CB Ricardo Allen, CB Josh Johnson 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The defensive front and secondary have 
enough talent and experience to carry the 
Boilermakers, who will probably mix up their 
schemes throughout the season, Led by 
Shavers, the running game should guide the 
offense. The return game is expected to pro- 
duce more big plays. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; 

Lack of depth on the offensive line and line- 
backer might hold back the Boilermakers, 
Hope also insists on playing multiple quarter- 
backs, and he has three with experience to 
choose from. Can Purdue establish continuity 
while playing more than one quarterback? 


KEY LOSSES: 

WR Justin Siller, LT Dennis Kelly, 
RG Nick Mondek, LB Joe Holland, 
S Albert Evans, K Carson Wiggs 


OVERVIEW: 

Coming off a strong finish to the 2011 season, 
the seasoned Boilermakers look to ride the 
momentum into Hope's fourth season, The 
schedule is favorable, with Leaders Division 
‘opponents Wisconsin, Penn State and Indiana 
at home. With Ohio State ineligible for the con- 
ference title game, Purdue looks like a reason- 
able darkhorse in the league. 


FENSIVE COORDINATOI 


STADIUM: Rose-Ade: 62,500 


Optimistic Boilermakers Take Aim at Leaders Title 


Paes 2012 season is about op- 
portunity. 

For the first time in coach Danny 
Hope's tenure, there’s genuine opti- 
mism about an upcoming season. 

Is it because the Boilermakers feature 
more than one healthy quarterback? 

Or is it the veteran cast on offense and 
defense? 

Maybe it’s the new energy and enthu- 
siasm injected by three new coaches on 
the defensive side. Or, the momentum 
from last season when Purdue won a 
bowl game for the first time since 2007. 

Regardless, this is a chance for Hope 
and his program to show significant 
progress in establishing its own identity. 

‘There's new blood among the defen- 
sive coaches and a prevailing attitude 
that the Boilermakers can become 
major players in the chase for a Big Ten 
championship. 

With Ohio State ineligible to play in the 
league title game because of NCAA sanc- 
tions, the Leaders Division is up for grabs. 

While Wisconsin remains the favorite, 
new coaches at Illinois and Penn State 
give Purdue a window to move up in the 
standings. But do the Boilermakers have 
enough to accomplish their goals? 

In order to reach those goals, the 
offensive production needs to improve, 
but there’s plenty of experience at quar- 
terback. Caleb TerBush, Robert Marve 
and Rob Henry have all made starts, 
giving Hope the luxury of a reliable 
player under center. 

TerBush started all 13 games last 
season, and all signs point to Marve be- 
ing healthy after struggling last season. 
Meanwhile, Henry is coming back after 
missing last year with a knee injury, but 
he is expected to be in the mix. 

How offensive coordinator Gary Nord 
uses the three quarterbacks will likely 
dictate how much success the Boiler- 


makers have on offense. 

It’s on defense where Purdue has the 
most experience and talent. 

Wholesale changes were made on 
the defensive coaching staff, and Hope 
is banking on defensive coordinator 
Tim Tibesar using some 3-4 alignments 
to spark improved play. Purdue isn’t 
abandoning its traditional 4-3 look but 
is looking to add wrinkles to a unit that 
should be a strength. 

Tibesar has plenty to work with up 
front and in the secondary. 

Defensive tackle Kawann Short by- 
passed the NFL Draft and has a chance 
to move into the first round with a solid 
season. Led by cornerbacks Josh John- 
son and Ricardo Allen, the secondary is 
in position to shine. 

Special teams have become a 
strength, especially kickoff returns. 
Raheem Mostert, who will see playing 
time at receiver, led the nation in kick- 
off returns and can change momentum 
in a matter of seconds. 

Purdue has questions going into the 
2012 season, but there’s more than 
enough to make a run. It’s just a matter 
if the Boilermakers can take full advan- 
tage of the opportunity. 


OFFENSE 


Going into 2011, Hope’s goal for 
a two-quarterback system was put on 
hold when Rob Henry suffered a season- 
ending knee injury two weeks before 
the first game. 

With three experienced quarterbacks 
returning, Hope again plans to use mul- 
tiple quarterbacks in 2012. 

Caleb TerBush started all 13 games 
last year, and Robert Marve returns for 
a sixth year of eligibility apparently 
healthy after a knee injury two years 
ago lingered into last season. Henry was 
on pace to become the No. 1 quarter- 
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back last season before his injury. 

“I want to get back to where I was 
and beyond,” Henry said. 

“I want to become the best player 
I can possibly be for our team and the 
best player my God-given talent will al- 
low me to be. If I can get ... my strength 
back, my speed back, quickness and 
everything, I feel like I’ll be in a pretty 
good spot.” 

How Hope utilizes all three quarter- 
backs is something to watch throughout 
the season, 

The line has experience, led by guard 
Peters Drey and center Rick Schmeig, 
but Kevin Pamphile has proven he 
can play multiple spots. Pamphile was 
moved from the defensive line to guard 
midway through last season, but has 
worked out at tackle. 

“He can be an exceptional tackle,” 
Hope said, “Sometimes, he plays bet- 
ter in a two-point stance rather than 
a three-point stance. He’s bigger and 


— Ricardo Allen 
Photo by Joe Robbins 


stronger than most of the ends he’s go- 
ing to play against.” 

In the backfield, Akeem Shavers 
proved he could handle the No. 1 spot 
following his MVP performance in the 
bowl victory against Western Michigan. 
Shavers may have to become the top 
ball carrier if Ralph Bolden, the team’s 
top rusher last year, doesn’t return. 
Bolden suffered a knee injury in the 
regular-season finale and may not be 
healthy enough at the start. 

Questions remain at receiver, but 
Antavian Edison is back for a fourth 
season and remains a top target. Depth 
is a concern with this group and finding 
another go-to receiver is a priority going 
into training camp. But the tight end 
spot features plenty of depth, 

When healthy, Gabe Holmes is a threat, 
but other options have emerged. Crosby 
Wright, voted a captain in the spring, 
gives the Boilermakers a solid blocker and 
reliable pass catcher. One player to watch 


is Carlos Carvajal, a 6-7 freshman who 
stood out during spring practice. 

“When I first started, I didn’t know 
any of the plays and I was blocking 
the wrong guy and running the wrong 
route,” Carvajal said. “I showed the 
coaches I can be a threat down-the-field 
or anytime they need me.” 


DEFENSE 


Hope didn’t like his team’s defensive 
performance last season. A slow start 
and too many missed assignments 
worked against the Boilermakers. 

So he made changes. 

The top change came at the coordina- 
tor spot; Hope fired Gary Emanuel and 
replaced him with Tim Tibesar. 

“We have to execute our base defense a 
lot better,” Hope said. “We gave up some 
big plays and there were times we didn’t 
give ourselves a chance to compete be- 
cause we didn’t execute the details of our 
alignments and our assignments, 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Caleb TerBush* Sr___ A.crowded position should be good for Boilers. Robert Marve, Sr. 
RB__Akeem Shavers Sr___ Had 22 carries for 149 yards in bow! victory. A Hunt, So.; R. Bolden, Sr.* 
WR__ Gary Bush Jr___ Caught 33-yard touchdown pass in bowl win. Shane Mikesky, Fr. 
WR__ Raheem Mostert So. Led nation in kickoff returns (33.5-yard average). Tommie Thomas, Sr. 
WR __Antavian Edison* Sr. Team-best 584 receiving yards in 2011. Ow. Ross, Jr. 

TE Gabe Holmes Jt____Knee injury limited playing time last year. Crosby Wright, Sr.* 
LT__Trevor Foy* Jt____ Made nine starts at right tackle in 2011. Jack De Boef, So. 

LG Peters Drey* St. Missed last five games with back injury. Eric MoDaniel, Jr. 
C_RickSchmeig* St. One ofthe top performers in the spring. Robert Kugler, Fr 
RG__Kevin Pamphile Jt____ Moved from defensive line last year. Cody Davis, Jr. 

RT___ Justin Kitchens Jt Started the first four games in 2011. Josh Davis, So. 

K Sam MoCartney Fr,___Walk-on to be challenged by two freshmen. Paul Griggs, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


‘STARTER YR. _ COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE _ Ryan Russell* So, _High-motor player whois disruptive Jalani Philips, So, 

DT ___Kawann Short* ‘St. Poised for a big season and to be a high draft pick. Ryan Isaac, Jr. 

DT ___Bruce Gaston* Js___Along with Short, two of the better linemen in Big Ten. Brandon Taylor, Jt, 
DE Robert Maci St___ Could see action at linebacker in 3-4 scheme. Greg Latta, Jr. 

LB Will Lucas* Jt Third-leading tackler in 2011; recovered two fumbles. Joe Gilliam, So. 
LB__Dwayne Beckford* Sr__Three sacks last year; was suspended for bowl game. _Antwon Higgs, Sr. 

LB Mike Lee So. Sat out most of spring practice with concussion. Armstead Wiliams, Fr. 
CB Ricardo Allen* Jt____Team-high three INTs; started 25 straight games. Normondo Harris, Jr. 
CB Josh Johnson* Sr.___ Physical player that has improved each season. Frankie Williams, Fr. 
SS___Max Charlot Sr Steady player gained valuable experience last season. Ew. Johnson, So. 

FS___ Taylor Richards So.__ Delivered first interception in bowl win. Chris Quinn, Sr. 

li Cody Webster* Jt Averaged 42.9 yards to rank second in the Big Ten, __ Thomas Meadows, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 
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SESE et aine ce te 


‘Ryan Watson 
Purdue has been 
known as the Cradle of 
‘Quarterbacks, but in 
recent years their 
defensive end produc- 
tion has been most 
noteworthy. From Cliff 
Avril to Ray Edwards 
to Ryan Kerrigan, the 
Boilermakers have 
been pumping out NFL 
caliber defensive ends, 
and the 6-3, 270- 
pound Watson could 
be next in that line 


Carles 

Carvajal was a hold- 
over from the 2011 
class who needed 

a year of prep school 
to qualify academical- 
ly. He emerged from 
Milford Academy in 
New York as a 6-7, 
215-pound tight end 
and ranked as the 
No. 6 prep school 
prospect in the coun- 
try. Expect him to 
contribute early in his 
Boilermaker’s career. 


The 6-7, 315-pound 
Smith returns to the 
Midwest after two 
years at Arizona 
Western Community 
College where he 
developed into one of 
the top JUCO offensive 
tackles in the country. 
A Michigan native, 
Smith will be counted 
‘on to come in and lend 
immediate depth to the 
left tackle position in 
West Lafayette. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Ps ot Wt Sas ‘hometown 


Committments 28 
Average Stars 3.00 


66000 © 
| 60000 2 
©0000 2 
©0000 7 

78 


Total Stars 


Jordan Woods National Rank: 33 
Woods was part of 
the first class to play 
four years at the new 
Skyline High School 
in Ann Arbor, Mich, 
As such, the program 
had no football tradi- 
tion to speak of and 
Woods flew under 
most college pro- 
‘grams’ radars, but the 
6-3, 175-pound 
receiver's highly pro- 
ductive career caught 
the attention of 
Purdue coaches, 


Big Ten: 4 


2013 NEEDS: three ot the 
Boilermaker’s top five receivers from the 2011 season 
are gone, and another will enter his final season at 
Purdue ths fall. Danny Hope and hs staff targeted the 
wide receiver position heavily in the 2012 class, but 
expect them to load up on pass-catchers again in 
2013, On the defensive side ofthe football, Purdue 
Will look to add linebackers, and also needs to add 
depth at the safety position, 


By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 


WR 60 17% OOO Lafayette, IN Central Catholic) 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com... Chose Purdue over offers from 
Akron and Buffalo. 


‘Austin Appleby 8B 2% ©O© North Canton, OH ‘Hoover 
Passed for 1,417 yards an eight touchdowns as a senior... Threw for 1,427 yards and 
14 touchdowns in seven games as a junior. 


Brown = DB S11 175 OOO — TampaA Aillshorough 
Rated as the No. 100 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 51 cornerback, 


CaresCavajal =H GT «215 GOO edt Milford Academy) 
Rated as the nation's No. 6 prep school prospect by Rivals.com...Chose Purdue over | 
FIU, Louisville, Marshall, Memphis, minnesot | USF and Tennessee. 


Cameron Cermin = =OL 65 21 OOO College Station, TX ‘A&M Consolidated 
Helped lead an offense that averaged 364.2 yards per game....Chose Purdue over Rice, 
SMU, Tulsa and others. 


Jonathan Curry 62 224 OOO Phenix City, AL Central 
Rated as the No. on prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Had 14 receptions for 200 
yards and a touchdown as a junior. 


‘Andy Garcia 1B 511 210 GOO _ Hialeah, FL Hialeah 
Earned First-team All-Dade County honors as a senior...Had 111 tackles, 12 sacks and 
20 tackles for loss in 2011. 


‘Aloyis Gray B OO Indianapolis, IN 
Rated as the No. 12 hase inindana by Rivals.com... Rated as the nation's No. 24 
dual-threat quarterback, 


Robert QB 63 181 GOO Chicago,IL Simeon} 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 14 
dual-threat quarterback. 


Paul Griggs K 60 1% ©G6 Charlotte, NC 
Rated as the nation’s No. 5 kicker. ..Selected to the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Jimmy Herman B63 1% GOO  Carel,IN Carmel) 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Chose Purdue over 
Northwestern and Western Michigan. 


Kingsley the DE 64 230 OOO _ Pflugerville, TX 
Second-team all-district selection in 2011...Had 61 tackles and six sacks in 2010. 


‘Jason King Oo b4 25 OO Little Rock, AR Pulaski Academy | 
Helped lead team to a state title as a senior. .. Chose Purdue aver Colorado, Kansas and others. 


Benjamin (BJ) Knaul WR 5-10 173 tala FL ‘Santa Fe 
Rushed for 1,769 yards, threw for 861 yards and scored 33 total touchdowns as a 
senior...Recorded 90 tackles on defense. 


Greg DE © —PalmDesertCA College of the Desert 
Dit stat paying fotbal uni unir college... Had mine Tackles and 1 aces fr 
loss in his only season on defense, 


Bilal Marshall 0B Hialeah, FL Dade Christian) 
Rated as the No, 99 dee a Mons ve Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 18 
dual-threat quarterback. 


Thomas Meadows §=K 60 10 OO Goochland, VA Goochland) 
‘Averaged 41.2 yards per punt in 2011... First-team all-district, first team all-region and 
All-Metro as a senior ... Participated in the Chesapeake Bowl. 


Ryan Moris T 66 2M © __ Bamegal, NJ Bamegal| 
Rated as the No. 25 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com... Caught 21 passes for 358 
yards and two touchdowns as a senior. 


Cameron Posey WR 62175 ©©© _ DelrayBeach,F._ American Heritage School 
Helped lead team to a stat ttle as a senior... aught 16 passes for 266 yards and six 
touchdowns as a junior, 


dames Prince 66 268 ©OO Southlake, X Carroll 
Chose Purdue oer SMU, Houston, Louisiana Tech, Memphis, New Mexico and 
Oregon State, 


Jordan Roos 1 66 30 COO Celina TK Celina 
Rated as the No. 97 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 63 
offensive tackle. 


Jordan Shine DB 6 185 ‘© Indianapolis, tN Central 
Had 87 tackles, five interceptions and five pass breakups as a senior... Had 35 tackles, 
an interception and six pass breakups as a junior. 


Devin Smith Oo 67 35 Yuma, AZ Arizona Westem C.¢. 
Helped lead team to an 11-1 record in 2011...;hose Purdue over East Carolina, Eastern 
Michigan, Kansas, Memphis, MTSU, SMU and Toledo, 


Joey Warburg Oo 65 25 GOO Louisville, KY Trinity 
Team won back-to-back state titles his junior and senior seasons...Chose Purdue 
over Louisville. 


yan Watson 63 OOO Oiney,MO Ouray Of Good Counsel 
Rated as the No. 7 rrrainel in Maryan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 16 
strongside defensive end... Participated in the Chesapeake Bow. 


Jordan Woods WR 63 17% ©@© Ann Arbor, MI ‘Staline 
Had 45 receptions for 1,163 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior... Caught 65 passes 
for 1,103 yards and 11 touchdowns as a junior. 
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BOILERMAKERS SPRING ROSTER 


No, Name Pos, Ht 


Cl Hometown No, Name Pos. Ht 


Hometown 


21 Ricardo Allen «CB «&-9 176 J. Daytona Beach,FL 57 ‘Robert Kugler «C= «G3. 244 Fr, —_—~ittsburgh, PA 


Ishmael Aristo WR 5-11 199 dr Oriando, FL $1. Greg Latta DE 66 265 Jc La Quinta,cA 
60 Chuck Ayes OT 6-4 205 Faull 38 Miko Lee LB 62 220 So, North Braddock, PA 
63 PatrickBade = OT 66 227 Je. Indianapolis 25 Antoine Lewis CB «5-10 182 So. Broadview, 
‘14 Erich Bertinskas 0B 6-5 205 Fr. Gtinton, CT 40 Collin Link LB 6-1 200 So. West Liberty, O# 
23 Ralph Bolden RB 5-9 190 Sr Folkston, GA 52 -Hemy Lorenzen -—«&2 298 Je, Wilsonville, Ontario. 
6 Gary Bush WR 6-0 175 Je Miami,FL 45 wi Lucas LB 511 225 J Lakeland, FL 
30 Charles Carter = RB 5-10 208 Fr. Gary 16 Dolapo Macarthy WR 6-5 220 Fr. Merritvile 
‘B1 Sterling Carter = TE «G5 233 Ir. Torrance,CA 53 Robert Maci DE 64 2 Sr Fishers 
92 Carlos Canajal TE 67 215 Fe. Hise FG peter waned eae et bata Tampa FL 
YM MaxCharot = S60 190 Se Gorona,CA 43. Sam Mecartngy K-64 183 Fe WestLafayette 
ALi See Canis RB STATE Indianapolis 55 EricMcDaniel —0G« «6-2 285. Calhoun, GA 
es aie eat SET SN Glando,FL 94 EricMebane «DE 63.211 Sx. Grand Pai, TK 
2% Brandon Cotom RB G4 255 So. _NewWn,PA 57 Shase esky WR G4 187 Fe aa 
pePhe Lia? CL eS Soring Kj Raheem Mastert_ WA 5-11 180 So, New Smyma Beach, FL 
ee Dae OT 65284 So, __Flain Gi OH G5 Kevin Pamphile OL 65 241 Miami FL 
8 90 De Bet OTT SPS EN EA aE COO Bd ER Fart Wayne 
87 PotorsD c 66 a0 & Mobile, AL 
sul 89 Jalon Philips LB 6-4 255 So, Wamer Robbins, GA 
13 Antavian Edison WR 5-11 175 St Fort Meyers, FL 
29 ChrisQuinn = SBelt 181 Se Miami FL 
18 Nnamdi Ezenwa LB 6-2 225 St Acworth, GA ~ 
4 Tylor Richards 08 $10 180 So, Lake Mary, FL 
44 LandonFeicter = S60 178 So. nti We dances =a BATE GRITS = eacl le 
78 Trevor Foy OT G7 287 sk. Louisville, KY 
ae eT camer W_Seanfobinon 1863210 oe Soigl L 
=) bisa 
Sia Grama a 7_MoslRowse, WOT 64 305 Fe ssmooy 
ruc Gaston a cago, = 
cae A aaa ae teary SS TUMNFsol_——DE6S. 254 So, Carolon, TX 
. “—— 76 RickSchmelg 0G-«GH_ 320 Sx Cincinnati, OH 
28 JeeGillam LB «G1 2 So, Indianapolis -! — 
eae a ae Tatyete 5 Ae0seSohmit 1S 6-2 206 Su, Lai KY 
4 c 
| 1° Nomondo Waris cB 60 160 J. i ee Ea ee 
3 Robottanis K-60 205 sk Coimbia,rm «SS AvAMShort OT GS 31S, East chicago 
Sez aoe el Ln ETTSOTIOR: Fishers © 220kSigman WR 6-1 185° Se Montmoreni 
15. Rob Henry Cee tm | oem Se a adel ech 
5 AntwonHiggs LB 6-3 252 St. PompanoBeach,p. © 4 CamorSnapp 0G 67 24 Sr Sess 
© Devndil RB S10 208 Fe Columbus, on 55 BrandonTaylor OT 6-41 280, Jt Aventura, FL 
IGE ER GEOR Eat aT: WiramarfL 19 Caleb TerBush OB «6-5 225 St———_Metamor, Ik 
Fiala OT G5 250 Fr MountProspec,n 12 Tommie Thomas WR 6-1 195 Sc Robbins, 
11 Akcom Hunt RB 5-9 175 So. Covington,Ga_-17_‘CharlesTorwudzo WR 6-4 214 So Brownsburg 
ibm eas DT 65 266 Jn Michigancity «14 ‘AyanUlrich «= K=O 165 FE Indianapolis 
40 Derek Jackson FB G1 227 Sr. —_—Gienllen,v_ 42 CodyWebster Po 6-1 205 Harrisburg, PA 
7 EdJongon = § G1 178 So. ‘Cocoa,FL —«31_—Armstead Wiliams LB 6-3 210 Fr. —_Monroeile, PA 
2% Josh Johnson «OB S11 195 Si ade City FL Ds 59 100 Fr Tampa, FL 
Si Justin Kitchens OT 6-4 275 Jt. WamnerRobins,GA 82 TE 63 28 St Carbondale, IL 
6p Att Int Pet Yards 1D Long Avg/S 
PASSING C.TerBush 13 27 6 G17 195 13 50 1465 


Tackles: J. Holland 94, D. Beckford 91, W. Lucas 82 

Tackles for loss: K. Short 17, J. Holland 10.5, W. Lucas 10 
DEF. LEADERS sacks: K. Short 6.5, D. Beckford 3, 6, Gooden 3, B. Gaston 3 

Interceptions: R. Allen 3, A. Evans 2, J. Johnson 2, G. Gooden 2 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


NOTEBOOK 


jalph Bolden knows what's coming each step of 
ithe way. 

That's what happens when you have torn the ACL 
in your right knee three times, all since your senior 
year in high school. 

“| know how far to push it, how far not to push it,” 
‘the Purdue running back said. “Swelling presents a 
new challenge every day, but that's pretty much it.” 

Whether Bolden can recover in time for the 2012 
season remains a question. He has been the 
Boilermakers’ top running back in two of the last 
three seasons, missing 2010 because of his second 
ACL injury. 

Bolden, who was able to run at practice and do 
some agility drills during spring practice, was opti- 
mistic he would be able to play the full season. Coach 
Danny Hope shared Bolden’s attitude. 

“I'm optimistic in some ways because Ralph is 
optimistic,” Hope said. 

“| look at where he was at last year coming off the 
second ACL. At the beginning of the season, he was a 
good player for us, but he was out of football condi- 
tioning. Football conditioning is a lot like fight condi- 
tioning. You have to get in some before you get 
yourself in the right type of shape. 

“We had to play him into shape early in the sea- 
son. We gave him a limited amount of reps and 
‘toward the end of the season, we had taken the 
limitations off of him and | thought he was a great 
player again.” 

¢ Ishmael Aristide and Rob Henry finished sec- 
ond in their bid for student body president and vice- 
president, respectively. 

“We took it serious from the beginning, but we 
learned sometimes you win, sometimes you lose,” 
Aristide said. “We knew that going in. Life isn't per- 
fect. It teaches you to be resilient.” 

Henry knows about bouncing back. The quarter- 
back is recovering from a knee injury suffered last 
August and is working his way back into shape. There 
are parallels between the election and football. 

“Things don’t always end up the way you want 
‘them to — case in point my knee last year,” Henry 
said. “In the end, everything will be just fine.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Danny Hope has done a terrific job recruiting. 
He's upgraded his talent every year since taking 
‘over for Joe Tiller. | think he took over the least 
talented of all of Joe Tiller's team. Gary Nord, the 
offensive coordinator, has done a terrific job with 
‘the offense being multiple and yet giving them 
some form of run identity. 

“The other really impressive thing about Purdue 
is the defense. Their defensive line is terrific. 
Kawann Short plays low with his pads, plays under- 
neath the blockers and is strong. Their secondary is 
skilled. So, Danny has done two things. He has 
developed the run game on offense and he's devel- 
oped defense with personnel. He's had three differ- 
ent defensive coordinators. | think that has to settle 
down for them to really take off. | think Purdue can 
definitely be in the hunt for the Leaders.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Robert Marve 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


“There were some scores that were 
lopsided, some numbers that were 
lopsided. When you give up big plays, 
sometimes it’s because you're going 
against great teams with great players, 
but sometimes it’s a result of not doing 
what you're supposed to do as well as 
you're supposed to do it.” 

In 2011, Purdue allowed a program- 
record 62 points at Wisconsin and 
finished ninth among Big Ten teams in 
total defense in conference games. The 
Boilermakers allowed more than 500 
yards against Notre Dame, Michigan 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 27.858 
Rushing 136.1 75 
Passing 255.334 
Total 31358 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
197 
160.8 
150.8 
311.6 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
29.1 89 
173.4 94 
203.2 37 
376.6 69 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
28.8 
137.9 
231.4 
369.0 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
75 0.42 87 -6 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


= 0.50 


2010 RANKINGS 


and the Badgers. 

If the Boilermakers are to reverse 
those big-yardage games, it starts up 
front. Led by Kawann Short, a poten- 
tial first-round NFL Draft pick in 2013, 
Purdue has the talent and experience to 
limit opposing teams. Bruce Gaston re- 
turns at the other tackle spot, and Ryan 
Russell has the potential to become the 
program’s next top defensive end. 

The secondary is loaded with experi- 
ence, led by cornerbacks Josh Johnson, 
Ricardo Allen and Normondo Har- 
tis. Newcomers Taylor Richards and 
Frankie Williams are expected to see 
plenty of playing time, and Max Char- 
lot brings experience to the safety spot. 

Even Purdue's quarterbacks realize the 
talent in the secondary. 

“They've got a lot of fast, little guys 
over there,” sixth-year senior Robert 
Marve said. “You have to be careful 
with them. 

“| feel like that’s one of our deepest 
spots. When you can rotate JJ, Ricardo, 
there are four or five that can start. 
When you have all those guys on the 
field together, you have to be careful 
where you're throwing.” 

But the lack of depth at linebacker is 
something to watch. 

Will Lucas returns, and Dwayne Beck- 
ford is expected back after missing the 
bowl game and spring practice because 
of a suspension. Hope moved quarter- 
back Sean Robinson to linebacker before 
spring practice, looking to beef up the 
numbers and also add another potential 
playmaker to the mix. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This area has been an emphasis from. 
Day 1 during Hope's tenure. The invest- 
ment paid off last year. 

Paced by then-freshman Raheem 
Mostert, Purdue led the nation in 


RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 269 «= 60 
Rushing 181.6 © 33 
Passing 1952 83 
Total 3771 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
26.9 63 
174.9 82 
221.0 53 
395.9 73 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+1 + 0.08 49 
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MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


DT Kawann Short 

He's the anchor of the 
defensive line, taking on dou- 
ble teams and being a disrup- 
tive force. .. Had 54 tackles 
and posted team-highs with 
17.0 tackles for loss and 6.5 FY 
sacks. .. Blocked field goals 
against Middle Tennessee and 
Notre Dame last season. ... 
Forced and recovered a fumble at Rice and also had 
a season-high 11 tackles. ... Has blocked four field goals 
in career... Has 13 sacks in the past two seasons. .. 
Was selected a team co-captain before junior year. 


EMERGING STAR 
WR Raheem Mostert 
Led the nation in kickoff 

retums and had a touchdown 

return against Western 

Michigan in the Litle Caesars 

Pizza Bowl victory .. Dynamic 

athlete who is a game-chang- 

et... Set single-game record 
with 206 kick return yards 
against Wisconsin. ... Finished 
with 837 return yards, the third most in a single season 
in school history, ... Had four returns of 70 yards or 

‘more... Was selected the team's special teams captain 

this spring. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DB Frankie Williams 

Redshirted last season, but 
coach Danny Hope wanted to 
play the Florida native toward 
the end of the season. .. 
Williams is the top candidate 
to return punts this season. ... 
At Coral Glades High School in 
Tampa, he set a school record 
with nine kickoff and punt 
returns for touchdowns, breaking the mark that had 
been held by current Kansas City Chief Javier Arenas. .. 
Can play cornerback or safety. 


RESULI 

76, 4-4 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 27-24 
at Rice 22-24 
‘SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE 59-0 
NOTRE DAME 10-38 
MINNESOTA = 45-17 
atPenn State 18-23 
ILLINOIS 2-14 
at Michigan 14-36 
atWisconsin 17-62 
OHIO STATE (OT) 26-28 
1OWA 21-31 
at Indiana 33-25 

Little Caesars Bow! 

vs. Western Michigan 37-32 
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Short Thinks Big After 
Bypassing NFL Draft 


{|/awann Short’s goals are clearly in front of 
INhim now. 

Purdue's talented defensive tackle flirted with 
the idea of leaving school early and going to the 
NFL. But the East Chicago, Ind., native is back for 
‘one more season and is looking for big things. 

“To come back and be one of those top defen- 
sive linemen in the nation, as far as competing 
against the guys from the SEC,” Short said of his 
season goals. 

Short submitted paperwork to the NFL Draft 
Advisory Board, which is comprised of a group of 
general managers and personnel directors. They 
projected Short as a third-round selection based 
solely on game film. 

Shortly after this year's NFL Draft ended, 
Short’s name was already mentioned as a 2013 
first-round pick. 

“| feel like | can do a lot better if | come back 
and do what | need to do to get there — being 
more consistent and being a little stronger and 
having that ability to come out of the game and 
not look tired,” Short said. 

Short had 54 tackles last season and col- 


lected a team-high 17 tackles for loss, including 
6.5 sacks. He also blocked two kicks en route to 
first-team All-Big Ten honors. 

“Even though he had a heck of a year, | think 
he can play a lot better and he can be a domi- 
nant player on the national level,” Purdue coach 


Danny Hope said. “He has to continue working : 
hard and get himself in great shape and play all : 


out every down.” 

Short may receive an opportunity to show- 
case his versatility under new defensive coor- 
dinator Tim Tibesar. At Kansas State, Tibesar ran 


a 3-4 defense, which is different from Purdue's 


normal alignment. 


In 2011, Short (6-3, 310) played several snaps i 


at defensive end. 

“| wasn’t just being that big guy in the mid- 
dle clogging things up,” he said. “If | can move 
around, it's a good thing. Moving out to end 


is pretty big as far as speed. Coaches believe E 


| have the speed to get around my man.” 

Although his family was prepared to support 
whichever decision he made, Short said earning 
a degree remains one of his top priorities. 


“My senior year in high school, | had to do : 
a lot just to get into college,” Short said. “My : 


mom wants to see me graduate and walk across 


the stage. That was one of the biggest reasons : 


— to graduate and do everything right.” 


} kickoff returns last season. Mostert was 
No. 1 in the country and gives the Boil- 
ermakers an instant scoring threat. 
Cody Webster holds down the No. 1 
} punter spot, but replacing kicker Carson 
} Wiggs is this unit’s biggest challenge. 
: Wiggs hit the five longest field goals in 
program history. Freshmen Paul Griggs 
ind Thomas Meadows are expected to 
battle in camp to take over Wiggs’ spot. 
Purdue also showed it improved its 
‘overage units by adding more speed 
last season; that trend should continue 
into 2012. 


: You can split Purdue's schedule into 

} two parts. 

The good news: Five of the first six 

? games are at home and the only road 

} trip is two hours north to Notre Dame. 

The bad news: Four of the last six 
games are away from Ross-Ade Stadium. 

If Purdue takes care of its home 
games, Hope's team has a chance to 
make some noise in the race for the 
Leaders Division title. Otherwise, it will 
be an uphill climb. 

Even the non-conference schedule 
works in the Boilermakers’ favor. One 
week after opening against Eastern Ken- 
tucky, Purdue travels to Notre Dame, 
seven days following the Irish’s trip to 
Treland to face Navy. 

Early Big Ten tests against Michigan 
and Wisconsin at home are key match- 
ups in 2012. 


— Mike Carmin 


Date Opponent °11 Record 
Sept.1 EASTERN KENTUCKY 75 
Sept. 8 at Notre Dame 8-5 
Sept.15 EASTERN MICHIGAN 6-6 
Sept. 29 MARSHALL 7-6 
Oct. 6 MICHIGAN 11-2 
Oct. 13 WISCONSIN 11-3 
Oct. 20 at Ohio State 6-7 
Oct. 27 at Minnesota 3-9 
Nov. 3 PENN STATE 9-4 
Nov. 10 at lowa 7-6 
Nov. 17 at Illinois 7-6 
Nov. 24 INDIANA 1-11 
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MACrank:4 Record: TI 


“This team Is really a flip of last 
year's team.” 
— Coach Dave Doeren 


HUSKIES at a GLANCE 


‘COACH: Dave Doeren: At Northern Ilinols and overall: 11-3, 1 year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Dunbar 

(CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Jay Niemann, Ryan Nielsen 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2011 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2007 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13, offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Jordan Lynch, RB Akeem Daniels, 
WR Martel Moore, DE Sean Progar, MLB Devon Butler, 

$5 Jimmie Ward, FS Dechane Durante 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Lynch s cut inthe same mold of former 
‘98 starter Chandler Hamish. Moore has the potential tobe 

‘one of the best recelversin the conference. The defense ls back 

to the league-leading form under former coach ery Kl. The 
Huskies shoud stop teams this year and become more defensive- 
oriented, 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Hushes return one state, left 
‘uard Logan Pegrar, onthe offensive line. The offensehas yt to 
finda replacement for runing back Jasmin Hopkins. The defense 
Issolid, but a lack of depth at linebacker could be an issue 


OFFENSE 

The Huskies averaged 38.3 points per game 
the past two years under quarterback Chandler 
Harnish, Don't expect the Huskies to put up those 
numbers in 2012, but junior quarterback Jordan 
Lynch inherits an offense with several talented 
wide receivers and tight ends. 

Lynch is an athletic player with the speed to 
make opposing defenses respect his running 
ability, Last year, Lynch got valuable playing time, 
which included leading a second-quarter touch- 
down drive in a bowl win over Arkansas State, after 
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MAC record: 7-1 (T- 


West) 


Harnish sat out a few series with an injury. 
Senior left guard Logan Pegram is the lone return- 
ing starter on the line, and there was no clear-cut 
starter at running back coming out of the spring 
Leighton Settle, Akeem Daniels and Jamal Womble 
will form a running back by committee until a player 
steps up to shoulder the brunt of the carries. 
Wide receivers Martel Moore and Perez Ashford 
join tight ends Jason Schepler, Luke Eakes and Tim 
Semisch in giving Lynch a number of targets in the 
spread offense. 


DEFENSE 

The defense turned into a strength late last sea- 
son after a poor start. The return of 2010 starting 
linebackers Devon Butler and Tyrone Clark to the 
field adds to a promising core of returnees. Defen- 
sive ends Sean Progar and Alan Baxter help form 
a deep, but inexperienced defensive line. 

Butler, who had 80 tackles in 2010, is fully 
recovered from an off-campus shooting incident 
last year and participated in spring practice. Clark 
joins outside linebacker Jamaal Bass in giving the 
Huskies a talented trio in their 4-3 defense. 

There's plenty of depth in the secondary, with 
strong safety Jimmie Ward and free safety Dechane 
Durante headlining the strength of the defense. 

Ward, Durante and comerbacks Rashaan Melvin, 
Jhony Faustin and Demetrius Stone combined to 
break up 27 passes and rack up 10 of NIU's 
13 interceptions last season. 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

Kicker Mathew Sims added his name to the 
Huskies’ long list of successful kickers after drilling 
the game-winning field goal in the Mid-American 
Conference championship game victory over Ohio. 

Punter Ryan Neir has one of the best hang times in 
the conference but must work on his distance. Tom- 
mylee Lewis, a speedy and electric sophomore, can 
take over a game with his kickoff and punt returns. 


OVERVIEW 

Second-year coach Dave Doeren won NIU's 
first MAC title in 28 years in 2011. The Huskies, 
bolstered by a nine-game winning streak and back- 
to-back 11-3 records, broke ground in the spring for 
an indoor practice facility. The program is shaping 
up to become an annual juggernaut. 

The 2012 team might experience a slight drop-off 
after losing key members on offense, but a schedule 
with six on-campus games may help the Huskies 
make another run at a conference title. In a reversal 
of last year, the offense is going to need some time 
to get familiar with several new faces and new of- 
fensive coordinator Mike Dunbar. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DT Ken Bishop: The junior college transfer is 
expected to be a regular in the interior of the NIU's 
4-3 defense. He enrolled in school in January and 
worked his way up the depth chart with a solid 
spring. 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2011 RESULTS 2012 SCHEDULE 
BRSSEEERESIR 


£222 ASSESS 


2011 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Brigham Field at Huskie Stadium (30,076) 


Jordan Lynch 
Leighton settle 
Martel Moore* 
Perez Ashford* 
Tommylee Lewis 
Jason Schepler 
Ryan Brown, 
Logan Pegram* 
Michael Gegner 
Matt Battaglia 
Matt Krempel 


Ra HSASESBS 


‘Sean Progar® 
Frank Boenzi 
‘Nabal Jefferson* 
Alan Baxter* 
‘Tyrone Clark 

Devon Butler 
Jamaal Bass* 
Rashaan Melvin® 
Demetrius Stones 
Jimmie Ward* 
Dechane Durante* 
\LTEAMS 


Mathew Sims* 
Ryan Neir* 
*Retuming starter 


Sept.1 
Sept.8 
Sept.15 
Sept. 22 
Sept.29 
Oct.6 
Oct.13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov.3 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 23 


ARMY 
at Kansas 
WISCONSIN 
CALPOLY 
at Central Michigan 
KENT STATE 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Butfalo 
at Toledo 
at Bowling Green 
BALL STATE 
EASTERN MICHIGAN. 
‘MAC Championship Game 
vs. Ohio 
GoDaddy.com Bowl 
vs. Arkansas State 


DEFENSE 
Scoring Defense 
Rushing Defense 
Pass Defense 
Total Defense 


TOMARGIN 
+6 
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By Bob Narang 


vs. lowa (Chicago) 
TENNESSEE-MARTIN 


at Army 
KANSAS. 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Ball State 


BUFFALO. 
at Akron 


at Western Michigan 
MASSACHUSETTS 


TOLEDO 


at Eastern Michigan 


49-26 
42-45 
7-49 
47-30 
4-48 
40-10 
51-22 
31-30 
63-60 
45-14 
41-38 
18-12 


23-20 


38-20 


WISCONSIN 


BADGERS 


For more coverage of the Badgers, visit wisconsin.rivals.com 


‘FENSIVE COORDINATO! 


AT A GLANCE 


20111: 11-3 overall, 7-2 Big Ten 
(ist, Leaders) 


Matt Canada 


COACH: Bret Bielema — At Wisconsin 
and overall: 60-19, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 
4 offense, 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Danny O'Brien, RB Montee Ball, 

WR Jared Abbrederis, TE Jacob Pedersen, 
LT Ricky Wagner, DE David Gilbert, 

LB Chris Borland, LB Mike Taylor 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The depth at 
tailback is as good as any team in the country, 
and the offensive line and tight ends are 
strong, as usual. This should be one of the 
best linebacker groups in years, with differ- 
ence-makers in Borland and Taylor. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Redshirt 
freshman walk-on Joel Stave looks like the 
only challenger to O'Brien at quarterback. The 
wide receivers struggled in the spring with 
Abbrederis out. The defense must find a pass 
rush, or else the secondary could be an issue. 


KEY LOSSES: 0B Russell Wilson, 
WR Nick Toon, C Peter Konz, OL Kevin Zeitler, 
P Brad Nortman 


OVERVIEW: The talent drain in the past 
two seasons has been considerable, with 

11 players drafted, including three in the first 
round. Even so, the Badgers remain the 
favorite to win the Leaders Division (with 
Ohio State ineligible) and are trying to claim 
a third straight Big Ten title for first time in 
school history. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Chris Ash, Charli 


Partridge STADIUM: Camp Randall 


Badgers Poised to Win Third Straight Big Ten Title 


e comparisons are inevitable 
and unavoidable. 
As a transfer quarterback, com- 


ing to Wisconsin from the ACC — and 
eligible to play right away because he 
gtaduated — Danny O’Brien knows the 
standard he will be measured against: 
Russell Wilson. 

In his only season as Wisconsin's 
starter in 2011, after transferring from 
North Carolina State, Wilson had the 
best season ever by a Badgers quarter- 
back. He set an NCAA record for passing 
efficiency (191.78), with 33 touchdowns 
and four interceptions. 

“Obviously, our paths are kind of 
similar,” O’Brien, formerly of Maryland, 
said after picking the Badgers over Penn 
State, Vanderbilt and Mississippi. “But 
it’s a new year, a new season; 2012 has 
yet to be written and I’m a completely 
different player. ... So, I don’t compare 
myself to him at all.” 

Leave that to everybody else. While 
Wilson was a dynamic playmaker, capa- 
ble of making big plays with his arm and 
legs, O’Brien is more of a pocket passer. 

“Russell is a great quarterback, but 
they are two different types of quar- 
terbacks,” said Todd Willert, who was 
O’Brien’s high school coach at East 
Forsyth in Kernersville, N.C. 

“Russell, obviously, is a lot more of 
an athlete than Danny; there are no ifs, 
ands or buts about that. I think Danny, 
being a student of the game, will help 
him. That makes up for some of the 
athleticism he doesn’t have.” 

O'Brien (6-3, 215) was named the 
ACC's Rookie of the Year in a pro-style 
offense as a redshirt freshman in 2010. 
But he was a fish out of water in the 
spread the Terrapins ran last season 
after a coaching change. 

The Badgers would be elated if 
O’Brien is comparable to Scott Tolzien, 
an efficient “game manager” who 


started in 2009 and 2010 and spent last 
season with the San Francisco 49ers. 

Like a year ago, the Badgers had a 
gaping hole at quarterback. The only 
healthy bodies in the spring were 
redshirt freshman walk-on Joel Stave 
and sophomore Joe Brennan, who was 
Wilson's backup last season. 

Two other significant differences 
between O’Brien and his predecessor: 
He was due to arrive on campus in June, 
a month earlier than Wilson’s schedule 
a year earlier; and O’Brien has two years 
of eligibility remaining. 

“He's the smartest player I've ever 
coached in my life,” Willert said. 
“They're going to get a guy who's 
a student of the game, and that’s why 
so many coaches through this process 
really wanted him.” 


OFFENSE 


Don't be fooled by new offensive 
coordinator Matt Canada’s most recent 
coaching stops at Indiana and North- 
ern Illinois. At both places, Canada ran 
spread offenses, which have become 
anathema to the folks at Wisconsin. 

While other schools work to get 
more receivers on the field, the Badgers 
scheme to use extra tight ends and even 
additional linemen. 

So, Canada’s first order of business af- 
ter getting hired was to assure the faith- 
ful some things won't change. “There's 
no question about the philosophy of 
Wisconsin,” he said. “I’m just joining 
and being part of that philosophy.” 

The offensive focus will remain on 
beefy linemen and arguably the deepest 
group of tailbacks in the nation, led by 
senior Montee Ball, a 2011 Heisman 
Trophy finalist. 

But despite the hard-earned reputa- 
tion for bludgeoning opponents into 
submission, when Wisconsin's offense 
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Montee Ball 
Photo by Joe Robbins 
a 7 
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came close to reaching nirvana the last 
two seasons, it was with the help of 
talented quarterbacks. 

The Badgers set a school record in 2010, 
averaging 41.5 points per game with Scott 
Tolzien pulling the trigger, then eclipsed 
it last season with Russell Wilson at the 
helm, averaging 44.1 points. Former coor- 
dinator Paul Chryst parlayed that into the 
head coaching job at Pittsburgh. 

Canada’s chances of matching that 
productivity in his first year likely de- 
pend on his skills as quarterbacks coach. 
Transfer Danny O’Brien from Maryland 
is the likely starter and will have to be 
brought up to speed quickly. 

Making Canada’s job easier is the 
return of Ball, who had a nation’s best 
1,923 rushing yards last season. Ball 
wasn’t happy with his third-round NFL 
draft projection and also spoke of the 
four-year commitment he made to the 
school in his decision to return. 

“My character speaks for itself,” he 


said. “I’m true to my word.” 

Junior backup James White has 
rushed for 1,765 yards and a 5.9 
per-carry average in two years, while 
redshirt freshman Melvin Gordon had 
a strong spring and is regarded as the 
next great back. 

The Badgers must replace two All- 
Americans in the line, but what else is 
new? They had the same issue a year 
ago and didn’t miss a beat. Senior left 
tackle Ricky Wagner will try to add to 
a line tradition that includes four All- 
Americans, two first-rounders and five 
overall draft picks in two years. 

The receivers are a big question mark 
behind junior Jared Abbrederis. But a 
strong group of tight ends, led by junior 
Jacob Pedersen, could lessen the con- 
cern. Canada likes the mismatches tight 
ends create. 

“Everything in our business is just 
trying to find matchups, trying to find 
‘where’s Waldo,’ where's the guy you're 


going to go after?” he said. “Tight ends 
are those players that allow you to do 
that, in different formations.” 


DEFENSE 


Wisconsin ranked 15th nationally in 
total defense in 2011 (316.4 yards per 
game), but the good mark was deceiv- 
ing: only one regular-season opponent 
finished in the top 50 in total offense 
(Northern Illinois at No. 11). 

The defense was exposed in the Rose 
Bowl, as Oregon’s fourth-ranked offense 
rolled up 621 yards in a 45-38 victory. 

The most glaring issue was matching 
up with the Ducks’ speed, which was 
evident on three long scoring plays — 
a $4-yard pass and runs of 64 and 91 
yards. That was a recurring theme dur- 
ing the season for a defense that played 
exceptionally well other than a few 
critical breakdowns. 

Two of the worst occurred in back-to- 
back last-second losses to Michigan State 


SCOUTIN ORT: Offense 
POS _ STARTER YR. __ COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
0B Danny O'Brien Jt Maryland transfer arrives amid high hopes. Joel Stave, Fr. 
RB Montee Bal” Sr. Nation's top returning career rusher (3,310 yards). James White, Jr. 
WR Jared Abbrederis* Jt 933 receiving yards fifth-most by UW sophomore. _Isaiah Wiliams, So. 
WR __Jeff Duckworth Je__Hada big catch in Big Ten title game. Chase Hammond, So. 
TE Jacob Pedersen ‘Jt. Has 10 TDs among 38 career receptions, Austin Traylor, Fr. 
TE SamAmeson So.__Isa receiving threat in addition to blocker. Brian Wozniak, Jr. 
UT___ Ricky Wagner* Sr.___ Started 14 games at LT after moving from RT. Jonathan Coon, Fr. 
LG Ryan Groy Jt Player host on Danny O'Brien's visit. Ray Ball, Fr. 
G Travis Frederick* Jt One of strongest and smartest players on team. Dan Volt, Fr. 
RG _ Robert Burge Sr.___ Walk-on will be pushed in camp. Kyle Costigan, So. 
RT _ Rob Havenstein So. Missed spring following shoulder surgery. Tyler Marz, Fr. 
K Kyle French So. Handled FGs for four games due to injuries. Jack Russell, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


‘STARTER YR.__ COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Brendan Kelly” St___ Strong motor; finally stayed healthy. Tyler Dippel, Jr. 
OT Ethan Hemer* Jr.___Eamed scholarship after 20 starts last two years. Jordan Kohout, J. 
OT _ Beau Allen Jt. 323-pounder with explosive first step. Warren Herring, So. 
DE __David Gilbert dt Three sacks in four games last season. Pat Muldoon, Jr. 
LB Mike Taylor* St.__ Third nationally with 150 tackles. Derek Landisch, So. 
1B Chris Boriand* dr Tied for No. 12 nationally with 19 TFLs. Marcus Trotter, So. 
LB Ethan Armstrong Jt. __ Coming off surgeries on both hips. AJ. Fenton, Jr. 
CB Devin Smith Sr__ Gets a senior re-do following foot injury. Peniel Jean, So. 
CB Marcus Cromartie* Sr.__ Became a starter after Devin Smith's injury. Darius Hillary, Fr. 
$S____ Shelton Johnson* Sr.___ Four picks, three in final four games. Michael Caputo, Fr. 
FS___Dezmen Southward dJt.___ Was the backup strong safety last season, Michael Trotter, So. 
[? Drew Meyer Fr Must improve consistency from spring. Stephen Salata, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 
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© Vince Bieget Dan Voltz Bart Houston 

GW) With a father who The 6-4, 288-pound Houston comes from 

CL was an all-conter- Voltz is a squarely- one of the country's 

LU ence performer at built interior offensive = winningest high 

S BYU, Biegel has the: lineman who plays school football pro- 

GB linebacker position light on his feet and grams in Concord 

© nis blood. The 6-3, : has anice mean (Calif.) De La Salle. 

= 225-pound prospect streak. A mid-year He is perfect for the 
hhas a range of physi- : graduate, Voltz was Wisconsin offense in 

LU cal tools, but itis his : able to work out with that he is a great dis- 

feel or the position {the Badgers in the tributor of the football 

9 and ability to see spring and may have: who won't make the 
plays before they a shot to see the field: big mistakes; and 
develop which set as early as his fresh-: coming from De La 
him apart as a ‘man year. Salle, he knows how 
standout linebacker. to win. 

Name Pos Ht Wi Stars Hometown School 

Vince Biegel 1B 63 2§ ©©OO WiscensinRanits, WI Wisconsin Rapds Lincoln 


Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Wisconsin...Rated as the nation's 
No. 3 outside linebacker... Participated in the U.S, Army All-American Bow..Had 172 
tackles, 21 sacks and three interceptions as a senior...}Had 175 tackles and four inter- 
ceptions as a junior...Chose Wisconsin over BYU, Illinois, lowa, Michigan, Michigan 
State, Minnesota and Tennessee. 


Hugs Etienne BB Fl 14 oO Plantation, Fl. ‘South Plantation 
Rated as the No. 78 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 42 
comerback...Chose Wisconsin over Bowling Green, FAU, Kansas, Northern Illinois, 
Wake Forest and West Virginia...Recorded 88 tackles, six interceptions in his career. 


Arthur Goldberg = OT «63 ZO Pittsburg, PA Mt Lebanon 
Rated as the No. 39 prospect in West Virginia by Rivals.com...Chose Wisconsin over 
Cincinnati, Connecticut, Indiana, Pittsburgh, Syracuse, Temple and West Virginia...Had 
63 tackles, three sacks and seven tackles for loss as a senior. 


Bart Houston BW 4 25 © ‘Concord, CA De La Salle 
Rated as the No. 43 prospect in California by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 12 
pro-style quarterback... Threw for 5,178 yards and 46 touchdowns in his career... 
‘Chose Wisconsin over Arizona, Colorado, lowa, San Diego State, UCLA, Utah and 
Washington. .Participated in the Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl. 


‘Vonte Jackson RB HH 2 oO Kenosha, WI Bradford) 
Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 21 
running back...Chose Wisconsin over Illinois, lowa, Michigan, Michigan State, 
Minnesota and Northwestern. 


Reggie Love WR 63 25 © Boca Raton, FL Spanish River 
Named all-state, all-area, all-county and team MVP as a senior...Caught 38 passes for 
876 yards and 13 touchdowns in 201 iso played basketball...Chose Wisconsin 
over Boston College, UCF and others. 


dake Meador a 67 mo ‘Whiteland, IN ‘Whiteland 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 43 
offensive tackle...Chose Wisconsin over Florida, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisville, 
Missouri, SMU, Vanderbilt and others. 
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Commitments 
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Total Stars Ea 

Hugs Etienne National Rank: NR Big Ten: 9 


With a name like 
“Hugs,” you'd better 
have some game and 
the Plantation, Fla, 
native has no issues 
there. He is prototypi- 
cally built for the cor- 
nerback position, and 
brings plenty of that 
“southern speed” Big 
Ten teams are always 
looking to infuse their 
roster with 


2013 NEEDS: wisconsin’ disastrous 
finish to the 2012 class included losing out on two four- 
star offensive tackle prospects in the final weeks before 
National Signing Day. Look for the Badgers to start off 
the 2013 class identifying top targets at that position, 
then turn their attention to the defensive side of the 
football where both the tackle and end positions need 
to be addressed. Good news for the Badgers is that the 
state of Wisconsin and nearby city of Chicago both 
feature deep talent pools at those positions in 2013. 

By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals.com 


Reggie Mitchell 
First-team all-state and all-conference selection as a senior... Threw for 800 yards and 
rushed for 1,420 yards and 22 touchdowns in 2011. 


MH 60 17% OO Pittsburgh, PA Shady Side Academy | 


Leo Musso RB 510 190 00 Waunakee, WI Waunahee| 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Rushed for 5,531 yards and 
87 touchdowns during his career...Three-time state champion. 


DU. Singleton BB 62 15 O66 Jersey City, NJ ‘St Peter's Prep) 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 27 safety...Chose Wisconsin over Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Miami, Michigan, 
Michigan State, Nebraska, North Carolina, Rutgers, Syracuse, Temple and Tennessee. 


Dan Voltz 1 64 288 ©6060 — Barington,IL Barrington 
Rivals100 selection, .Rated as the No. 2 prospect in illinois...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 offensive guard...Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl 


Walker Willams «= OL «67-30 00 Tacoma, WA Tacoma Baptist 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Washington by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 50 offensive tackle...hose Wisconsin over Colorado, Ohio State, Oregon State, 
UCLA, Utah and Washington. 
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BADGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Wautoma B1_ALt. Jordan Wa 60 190 Fe Dayton, OH 
yanju OL (Chicago,IL 48 ‘JakeKeeter LB G3 Ft 
‘9% Beau Allen DL 63 323 Jt Minnetonka, WN 97 Brendan Kelly OL 66 x 
36 Ethan Armstrong LB 6-225 J. Ottawa, IL_ 56 Riki Kodanko Oo 68 “$0. 
49 SamAmeson TE 6-4 255 So. M1 Jordan Kohout OL 6-3 x 
2% MonteeBal AB Ai 212 Se ‘30 Derek Landisch LB 5-11 225 So. 
11 Ray Ball 67 36 Fe 73_Dallas Lewallen OL_ 66 So. 
18 Lance Barete WR S11 194 Fe etiey Lewis RB 6-2 30. 
Vince Biogel LB 6-3 Reggie Love WA 6-3 Fi 
‘4 Chis Bortand LB S14 250 de 4 Austin May TE 65 F 
11 JoeBrennan OB 6&3 213 So. a mo F 
5 JonBudmayr 0B 60195 Je. a wa So. 
G4 Robert Burge OL_—&-7 320 Se. w oO ra 
42 Cody Byers 1B 62 220 S0 4 WR So. 
6 Sherard Cadogan FB 6-3 206 So. % 1s 
37 Michael Caputo DB 6-1 205 Ft © oO 
65 Jonathan Coon OL 6-7 308 Fr E mi 
54 KyleCostigan OL 6-4 305 Sa, % P 
44 Marcus Cromartie 0B 6-1 188 Sc. o 
31_Connor Cummins WR 6-1 191 So DL 
246 de ami 
34 
286 Fe 
255 
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6 60 
65 60 21 
60 64 288 
4 66m 
68 = 65 Zo 
6 2 25 
56 510197 
45 Warren Herring OL 6-3 “61 194 
‘52_Nick Hill 62 67 320 
30 Darius Hilary 08 6-11 62198 
b4 64 260 
60 61190 
call 63 28 
60 Sit 191 
Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 
R.Wilson 225 309 4 728 3175 
PASSE 4. Brennan 6 15 400 48 
Aug 
112 


‘Taylor 150, C, Bortand 143, A. Henry 67 
Tackles for loss: C. Borland 19, M. Taylor 9, L. Nzegwu 7 
Sacks: L. Nzeqwu 45 ,B. Allen 4, B. Kelly 3, D. Gilbert 3 
Interceptions: A. Henry 4, S. Johnson 4, A. Fenelus 4 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 
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NOTEBOOK 


Be tailback James White is too good to waste 
lon the bench. The coaches devised ways in the 
spring to get White on the field together with starter 
Montee Balll, That move was highly endorsed by Ball. 

“He can play somewhere and I'm glad to see 
they're utilizing him,” Ball said. 

* The Badgers have six new assistant coaches, 
including four on offense. The only holdover on offense 
is running backs coach Thomas Hammock. The big- 
gest change under new offensive coordinator Matt 
Canada in the spring was simplified terminology. 

* The spring roster included only nine seniors. One 
of them, quarterback Curt Phillips, is expected to 
apply for a sixth year after the season due to injuries, 

“(A year) from now, we could possibly be starting as 
many as nine or 10 seniors on offense,” coach Bret 
Bielema said. “So, the thing that gets exciting for me 
is not only does (this) year look promising, but the year 
after that. Our two-year forecast is pretty exceptional." 

* Sophomore receiver Chase Hammond has 
undergone three surgeries on his right ankle and 
been told repeatedly he might not play again. If he 
can play, his 6-5 frame would provide a nice con- 
trast with top wideout Jared Abbrederis, who is 
listed at 6-2. 

“A big receiver, we can help out a lot,” Hammond 
said. “We can stretch the field, we can make big plays 
in the red zone, (quarterbacks) can put it up high. 
| think that's a great addition to Jared's speed and 
what he can do.” 

* Five defensive starters missed all, or a large 
portion, of spring practices — including all three 
expected starting linebackers. That allowed some 
backups to shine, especially junior A.J. Fenton, who 
is the team’s fastest linebacker. 

© The offensive line is slowly rebuilding its depth. 
Junior Casey Dehn quit the team last fall to pursue 
track and field, but he was welcomed back in the 
winter. He worked as the No. 1 right tackle, due to 
injuries, in the spring. Sophomore Dallas Lewallen 
and junior Zac Matthias both missed last year fol- 
lowing surgeries. They returned on a limited basis in 
the spring and could be in the mix for starting jobs 
in camp. 


“it's hard to believe they will put up the offen- 
‘sive numbers they did a year ago, but they're still 
very physical and they still have a Heisman Trophy 
candidate in Montee Ball, The quarterbacks played 
better in the spring game than the day | was there 
at practice. | don't necessarily think Danny O'Brien 
is going to be the same quarterback as Russell 
Wilson. That is an unreal expectation. | think the 
quarterback battle is going to be a significant battle 
in camp with Joel Stave. I'm of the belief that Stave 
could be the starter. 

“This could be Bret Bielema’s best defense. 
Depth on the defensive line is always an indication 
that the program is well-built. Bielema has been 
there a while now and you can tell by the defensive 
line. If you want to check the growth of a program, 
look at the defensive line.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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and Ohio State. Losing on a 44-yard Hail 
Mary ricochet on the final play against 
the Spartans was bad enough; it was 
compounded when the Buckeyes scored 
the winning touchdown on a 40-yard 
completion with 20 seconds left. 

Due to the stinging memory of those 
plays, most of the doubts are about a 
secondary expected to start three seniors 
and a junior. Cornerback Devin Smith 
gets a second crack at his senior year after 
redshirting. He was one of two defensive 
starters lost with foot injuries during 
non-conference play. The other was 


2009 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 31.8 
Rushing 203.9 
Passing 213.1 
Total 416.9 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


415 
245.7 
199.5 
445.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
305.7 Total 3218 
TOMARGIN PER GAME RANK 


+3 +023 a7 | +14 +108 


2010 RANKINGS 
PERGAME RANK 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 


junior defensive end David Gilbert, who 
will be counted on to provide a pass rush. 

Cornerback Marcus Cromartie was 
thrown into the fire and has the burn 
marks to prove it. A communication 
issue between him and strong safety 
Shelton Johnson led to the wide-open 
Ohio State receiver. Cromartie, now 
a senior, also struggled in the Rose 
Bowl, but held up OK otherwise. 

Bielema went on record saying this could 
be his best safety combination as head 
coach. Johnson and junior Dezmen South- 
ward are certainly the most athletic, but 
they must prove they are reliable enough to 
be in the right spots all of the time. 

The strength of the defense is at line- 
backer, where senior Mike Taylor and ju- 
nior Chris Borland return after finishing 
one-two in the Big Ten in total tackles. 

The depth is good up front, with 
plenty of bodies but few difference-mak- 
ers. Coaches are hoping junior defensive 
tackle Beau Allen emerges as an inside 
force to complement Gilbert, who re- 
broke his foot in practice before the Rose 
Bowl but should be ready for camp. 

The defensive players have watched 
as prolific offenses gobbled up the 
headlines in the last two seasons. This 
defense wants to change that under 
second-year coordinator Chris Ash. 

“That’s one of Coach Ash's big things; 
we want people talking about the de- 
fense,” junior linebacker A.J. Fenton said. 

Just not like they were after the heart- 
breaking losses. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Change is coming after four years of 
punter Brad Nortman and kicker Philip 
Welch. Sophomore Kyle French got his 
feet wet when he filled in for an injured 
Welch early last season, making 3 of S 
field-goal attempts. Incoming freshman 
Jack Russell could handle kickoffs. 

The dependable Nortman averaged 42.1 


Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Montee Ball > 

He tied Barry Sanders’ sin- 
gle-season NCAA record with 
‘39 touchdowns (33 rushing, 
six receiving) in 2011, scoring 
at least two in each of the first |) 
13 games, another record. ... 
Needs 17 total TDs and 18 
Tushing TDs to tie NCAA career 
records... Catches ball 
extremely well, leading nation with 2,229 yards from 
‘scrimmage, including 306 receiving. ... Has not lost 
a fumble in 617 career touches. ... Put on five pounds, 
to 212, in the spring, increasing upper-body strength. 


EMERGING STAR 

WR Jared Abbrederis 

‘Abbrederis, a former prep 
‘quarterback who walked on 
and eared his scholarship in 
January, takes over as the 
No. 1 receiver following senior 
Nick Toon's departure... 
Caught 55 passes for a team- 
high 933 yards last season, 
with eight TDs. .. Finished 
‘second in the Big Ten with 1,999 all-purpose yards, the 
sixth-best single season in school history .. Missed 
‘school record by one yard with 346 all-purpose yards in 
Rose Bowl... Holds school records for career kickoff 
return average (25.8) and punt return average (14.1). 


TOP NEWCOMER 


QB Danny O’Brien 

Played in 22 games, with 
17 starts, at Maryland before 
transferring. ... Ranks fifth in 
Terps history with 29 career 
TD passes and eighth with 
4,086 career passing yards. ... 
Record of 7-3 as a starter in 
pro-style offense in 2010, 
ranking fourth in the ACC in 
passing efficiency (134.5) while throwing for 2,438 
yards. .. Dipped to 1,648 passing yards and 109.6 rating 
in seven starts after switch to spread offense in 2011. 
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RESULTS 

11-3,7-2 

51-17 
35-0 
49-7 

59-10 

48-17 
59-7 

31-37 

29-33 

62-17 

42-43 


OREGON STATE 
at Northern Illinois 
‘SOUTH DAKOTA 
NEBRASKA 
INDIANA 
at Michigan State 
at Ohio State 
PURDUE 
at Minnesota 

at Hingis 28-17 
PENN STATE 45-7 
Big Ten Championship Game 
at Michigan State 42-39 
Rose Bowl 
vs. Oregon 
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38-45 
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Wagner is Writing 
Hollywood Ending 


‘oach Bret Bielema loves to mention how 

his first two starting left tackles at Wiscon- 
sin won the only two Outland Trophy awards in 
school history as seniors. Joe Thomas did it in 
2006 and Gabe Carimi in 2010. Both went on to 
be first-round NFL draft picks. 

Consider the bar set appropriately high for 
current senior left tackle Ricky Wagner. When 
Bielema met individually with Wagner prior to 
spring practices, the Outland topic came up again. 

“I've been hearing that for the last two years,” 
Wagner said. “I'm fine with it. To me, it’s good 
that people hold me to those expectations, espe- 
cially Coach Bielema. That's definitely a dream 
of mine. I'll be working toward that.” 

Wagner is typical of many of the team’s great 
linemen of the past in that he is mammoth (6-6, 
322) and a state product from West Allis, a sub- 
urb of Milwaukee. But Wagner's story is different 
than most. 

He was a wide receiver as a sophomore 
at Nathan Hale High School and was a good 
enough basketball player to generate five Divi- 
sion | offers. He arrived at UW as a walk-on tight 


end, then put on 80 pounds and moved to tackle. 

New offensive line coach Mike Markuson has 
coached some top left tackles, including Mi: 
chael Oher at Mississippi. Markuson said Wag 
ner has comparable talent to the top tackles he 
has coached. 

“I've been around some great left tackles ... 
and this guy (Wagner) can play,” Markuson said. 

Oher was the inspiration for the 2009 film 
“The Blind Side” and was a first-round pick of 
the Baltimore Ravens. He was going into his 
senior year when Markuson went with Housto1 
Nutt from Arkansas to Mississippi. 

“Guys like Michael and Ricky, they've beer 
groomed by good coaches,” Markuson said. “It’ 
my job not to screw them up and, hopefully, mak 
(Wagner) a little better in some areas of his game.” 

Wagner is humble and soft-spoken and hi 
recoiled at the suggestion his own story might 
make a good movie. 

“| hope not,” he said. “I don’t think | coul 
handle that.” 

Forget the Oscars, if Wagner is in contentior 
for the Outland, it would be a Hollywood end: 
ing few could have envisioned when his colleg 
career started. 

“I'm real proud that | came here as a walk-on ant 
stayed true to the home state and | earned a schol- 
arship,” he said. “We'll see what the future holds.” 


yards in his career, third best in school 
history, and was a sixth-round draft pick 
by Carolina. Replacing him falls to redshirt 
freshman walk-on Drew Meyer. He was the 
only punter on the roster in the spring, 
when he struggled with consistency. 

The return game is in the capable 
hands of Jared Abbrederis, who ranked 
third nationally in punt returns (15.8), 
the second-best average in school 
history. He's now the No. 1 receiver, 

30 coaches might want to take away 
kickoff return to lighten his load. But 
he proved his value in the Rose Bowl 
with 346 all-purpose yards, including 

a school-record 201 kickoff return yards. 


The Badgers didn’t play a true road 
game last season until the seventh game 
and it might have cost them, losing 
back-to-back road night games at Michi- 
gan State and Ohio State. 

This year’s non-conference schedule 
is typically weak, but at least it includes 
a trip to Oregon State in Week Two. 

After a school-record five night games 
in 2011, the Badgers get only two this 
year, but one is huge — the Big Ten 
opener at Nebraska on Sept. 29. The 
other night game is home against Utah 
State on Sept. 15. 

Revenge games against the Spartans 
and Buckeyes are both home. The road 
games in the watered-down Leaders Di- 
vision are at improving Purdue, hapless 
Indiana and rebuilding Penn State. 

—Tom Mulhern 


Sept. 1 NORTHERN IOWA. 10-3 
Sept. 8 at Oregon State 3-9 
Sept. 15 UTAH STATE 7-6 
Sept. 22 UTEP. 5-7 
Sept. 29 at Nebraska 9-4 
Oct. 6 ILLINOIS 7-6 
Oct. 13 at Purdue 7-6 
Oct. 20 MINNESOTA 3-9 
Oct. 27 MICHIGAN STATE 11-3 
Nov. 10 at Indiana 1-11 
Nov. 17 OHIO STATE 6-7 
Nov. 24 at Penn State 9-4 
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a OHIO | BOBCATS 


Record: 10-4 


Aion MAC rank:1 


“We want to win conference cham- 
pionships, break into the Top 25. 
We've got lofty goals for this pro- 

— Coach Frank Solich 


BOBCATS at a GLANCE 


‘COACH: Frank Solich — At Ohio: 50-40, 7 years; 
OVERALL: 108-59, years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Albin 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: imimy Burow 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE:1968 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2008 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 5 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Tyler Tettieton, WR Donte Foster, 
TE Jordan Thompson, LT John Prior, DT Cart Jones, 


MLB Keith Moore, K Matt Weller 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Tettleton had a stellar season running Ohio's 
offenselast year. Hehasall the intangibles and talent tobecome an 
cite quartebackin the conference. The defense has plenty of play 
‘makers along theline andin the secondary. Travis Canieisashutdown 
‘comerback ina secondary packed with retumees. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Ohio's offensive success last year was 
based on the productive play of talented wideouts LaVon Brazil 
‘and Riley Dunlop, who are gone. The Bobcats don’t have a reliable 
‘backup to Tettleton. A tough, hard-nosed QB, he must scale back 
his running to stay healthy. 


OFFENSE 

Ohio coach Frank Solich deployed a no-huddle, 
fast-paced offense for the first time in his career 
last year. 

Led by quarterback Tyler Tettleton — the son of 
former major leaguer Mickey Tettleton — the Bob- 
cats rode the new offense to unprecedented heights 
for the program. 

Tettleton threw for 3,302 yards and 28 touch- 
downs and rushed for 658 yards and 10 touchdowns 
in 2011. The junior is a strong runner and accurate 
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MAC record: 6-2 (Ist, East) 


passer with a high upside, according to Solich. 

The quarterback must adjust to losing the bulk 
of his wide receiving corps that helped camouflage 
a suspect running game. Junior wide receiver Donte 
Foster and Tyler Futrell have to pick up the slack left 
by the departures of LaVon Brazil and Riley Dunlop. 
Tettleton is the leading returning rusher, but that 
must change in 2012. The Bobcats have to keep the 
bruising Tettleton healthy. Junior tailbacks Beau 
Blankenship and Ryan Boykin will be key players to 
watch if the Bobcats want to take the next level in 
the program's development. 

Ohio returns one of the best and biggest lines 
in the conference to help the Pistol-based offense 
from experiencing a big drop-off in production. 


DEFENSE 

‘The Bobeats return six defensive starters, but 
they have one big hole to fill. Nosh Keller, who had 
a team-best 116 tackles in 2011, was the heart of the 
defense for the last four years at middle linebacker. 
Junior Keith Moore gets the first crack at filling 
Keller's shoes. 

Otherwise, the Bobcats have one of their better 
defenses in terms of talent and experience under 
Solich, who enters his eighth season at Ohio after 
coaching at Nebraska. The secondary is stocked 
with returnees and players ready to capitalize on 
another year of experience in the 43 system. The 
Bobeats picked off 15 passes last year, with comner- 
back Travis Carrie snaring a team-high four passes. 

Senior nose tackle Neal Huynh can clog the 
middle with his size (6-3, 301). Senior defensive 
ends Corey Hasting and Tremayne Scott must 
build upon solid showings last year. The Bobcats 
will try to raise their sacks after racking up 22 sacks 
in 14 games last year 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Matt Weller is a reliable kicker inside the 
40-yard line, making 19 of 20 field-goal attempts 
from that distance last season. But Weller’s pereent- 
age dropped considerably past the 40, something 
that must be improved for this year. The punting 
job remains wide open entering the fall, with fresh- 
man Grant Venham the leading candidate. 


OVERVIEW 

The Bobeats have the talent and experience to 
compete for a third MAC East Division title in four 
years. Ohio is coming off its frst 10-win season since 
1968 and claimed the school’s first-ever bowl win. A 
solid blend of retuming skill players and a deep group 
of defensive and offensive linemen should bode well. 

The Bobcats open at Penn State, with new coach 
Bill O'Brien. It could be an interesting matchup. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Chris Murray: A big-time recruit for the 
Bobcats. The Ohio coaching staff compares 
Murray's big-time playing ability to LaVon Brazil's. 
Murray, out of Tampa, Fla. has the talent to get 
plenty of playing time in his first year. 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2011 RESULTS 2012 SCHEDULE 
BRSSSEERA9R 


PESTLE MSO SSS 


2011 RANKINGS 
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at Penn State 
NEW MEXICOSTATE 
at Marshall. 
NORFOLK STATE 

at UMass 

BUFFALO 

AKRON 

at Miami (OH) 
EASTERN MICHIGAN. 
BOWLING GREEN 

at Ball State 

at Kent State 


at New Mexico State 
GARDNER-WEBB 
MARSHALL 
at Rutgers 
KENT STATE 
at Buffalo 
BALL STATE 
at Akron 
TEMPLE 
at Central Michigan 
at Bowling Green 
MIAMI (OH) 

‘MAC Championship Game 
vs. Northern Illinois, 
Famous Idaho Potato Bow! 
vs. Utah State 
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AT A GLANCE 


2011: 8-5 


COACH: Brian Kelly — At Notre Dame: 
16-10, 2 years; overall: 69-32, 10 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 
8 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Cierre 
Wood, RB/WR Theo Riddick, TE Tyler Eifert, 

C Braxston Cave, DE Stephon Tuitt, LB Manti 
Te’o, LB Prince Shembo, S Jamoris Slaughter 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Wood and 
Riddick give the Irish a strong backfield, and 
Eifert is versatile enough to play tight end, any 
receiver position and even running back. Te’o 
is one of the best linebackers in the game and 
a tackling machine. Tuitt can play at end or the 
interior, and Slaughter is flexible enough to be 
effective at safety, cornerback and linebacker. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Notre Dame 
has to find a quarterback that can cut down 
on the interceptions — the Irish had 17 pass- 
es picked off last season — and it doesn’t 
help that WR Michael Floyd is gone. None of 
Notre Dame's primary cornerbacks has started 
agame, 


KEY LOSSES: RB Jonas Gray, WR Michael 
Floyd, DE Aaron Lynch, CB Robert Blanton, 
CB Gary Gray, S Harrison Smith 


OVERVIEW: With an unsettled quarter- 
back position, Notre Dame takes on one of the 
nation's toughest schedules with games 
against Michigan, Michigan State, Miami, 
Stanford, Oklahoma and USC. Kelly says eight- 
win seasons are not the standard that is set at 
Notre Dame, but the Irish would do well to 
match that number this season. 


More of the Same in South Bend as QB Questions Abound 


tian Kelly's third season at Notre 
B= starts nearly identically to 
his second season. 

The Irish head coach is looking for 
a quarterback again, while also trying 
to figure out how to stop turnovers that 
cost his team dearly last season. 

Last year’s quarterback competition 
between Dayne Crist — who trans- 
ferred to Kansas to play for Charlie 
Weis, who recruited him to Notre 
Dame — Tommy Rees, Andrew Hendrix 
and Everett Golson resulted in an 8-5 
season and a loss to Florida State in the 
Champs Sports Bowl. 

This season, Rees, Hendrix, Golson 
and highly-recruited freshman Gun- 
ner Kiel are battling for playing time. 
The message has been the same as last 
year: Competition will produce a better 
leader for the offense. 

‘It's just going to make us better at 
the end of the day,” Hendrix said. 

“Whether there's three or four, 
everyone's working against each other, 
and at the same time, everyone is work- 
ing with each other. As long as there's 
competition, the winner is going to be 
better off in the end.” 

Rees, a junior, is the most experi- 
enced of the four options, but he also 
has been turnover-prone and was facing 
misdemeanor charges in May for an 
incident at an off-campus party. 

The junior is 11-5 as a starter and 
has thrown for 3,973 yards with 
32 touchdowns in 22 games. He has 
been intercepted 22 times, including 
14 last season. 

Hendrix has the arm strength and 
running ability to lead Kelly's spread of- 
fense, but he lacks experience and also. 
struggles to protect the ball. The junior 
played in five games last season, throw- 
ing for 249 yards and running for 162. 

Notre Dame's next two options are 


just as unproven as Hendrix, but they 
also have the most potential for growth. 

Golson, who didn’t play last season, 
displayed his dual-threat ability in the 
Blue-Gold spring game, throwing for 
120 yards — with two touchdowns — 
and running for 25 yards. 

Kiel, who finally landed at Notre 
Dame after committing to Indiana and 
then LSU during a wild recruitment, 
doesn’t appear ready to take over a col- 
lege offense, yet. 

“We saw some errors that, unfor- 
tunately, are all too familiar,” Kelly 
said of his quarterbacks at the end of 
spring practice. 

“I think there were some strides 
made, but clearly we're not there yet. 
We've got a lot of work to do with all 
the quarterbacks to get them to the 
level that we want. And we have a high 
bar set for them.” 


OFFENSE 

While Notre Dame searches for 
a starting quarterback, it also needs to 
replace the school’s all-time leader in 
receptions, Michael Floyd. 

To ease the transition, Theo Rid- 
dick will re-assume the running back 
role he was recruited to play at Notre 
Dame, while also retaining some duties 
at receiver, where he made nine starts 
in 2011. He will join senior classmate 
Cierre Wood in the backfield to form 
the backbone of the offense. 

“We can use the term Coach Kelly 
uses: a hybrid,” Riddick said of being 
a running back this season. “I'll be play- 
ing both (positions), and I’m trying to 
do well at both.” 

The 5-11, 199-pound Riddick ran for 
160 yards on 29 carries as a freshman 
before shifting to slot receiver, where he 
caught 78 passes for 850 yards and six 
touchdowns in the past two seasons. 
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Wood became the first Irish running 
back in five seasons to rush for more 
than 1,000 yards last year, finishing 
with 1,102. He has rushed for 1,705 
yards and 12 touchdowns on 336 carries 
in the past two seasons. 

George Atkinson III, who returned 
two kickoffs for touchdowns last season, 
also appears ready to help the running 
game after amassing 124 rushing yards 
in the spring game. 

“ think we all know about Cierre and 
Theo,” Kelly said. “Both of those guys, 
and George, proved to be three guys 
that can help us win football games.” 

Wood and Riddick will run behind an 
aggressive line that has received a boost 
from new line coach Harry Hiestand, 
who took over after Ed Warinner left for 
Ohio State. 

“The whole group loves (Hiestand),” 
said center Braxston Cave. “He's a moti- 
vator and never has anything negative 
to say. He focuses on pushing you to 


Manti Te’o 
Photo by Ezra Shaw/Getty Images 


your peak. He's just a true O-line guy.” 
As for replacing Floyd, Kelly will 

find new ways to use tight end Tyler 

Eifert, who had 63 catches for 803 


yards and five touchdowns last season. 


The 6-6, 251-pound senior can also 
lineup at a receiver. 

Notre Dame will also need receivers 
TJ Jones, Robby Toma, John Good- 
man, DaVaris Daniels and Daniel 
Smith to become viable threats in the 
passing game. 

“We have a lot of playmakers and 
a lot of talent in different positions,” 
Eifert said. “We just have to put it all 
together.” 


DEFENSE 


Notre Dame’s defense was dented 
when defensive end Aaron Lynch left 
the team late in spring practice and 
then transferred to South Florida after 
the spring semester. 


But the Irish expect to have plenty 
of firepower on the line to replace the 
freshman All-American, who led the 
team with 5.5 sacks and 14 quarter- 
back hurries. 

Sophomore defensive end Stephon 
Tuitt had 30 tackles, including three 
for loss, last season. Senior Kapron 
Lewis-Moore has 140 tackles, including 
13.5 for loss, in his career. 

Louis Nix III, who had 45 tackles and 
4.5 tackles for loss last season, and Kona 
Schwenke pair up for a strong rotation 
at nose guard. 

And the line’s depth is boosted by 
sophomores Chase Hounshell and Tony 
Springmann, along with freshman 
Sheldon Day, who enrolled early to take 
part in spring practice. 

“We feel blessed that we're able to 
feel really good about our defensive 
line, even losing a really good player 
like Aaron Lynch,” Kelly said. 

Notre Dame is also able to feel good 


sc ING REPORT: Offense 
POS _ STARTER YR. _ COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Tommy Rees” Jt 11-5asa starter, must reduce INTs (14 last year). Andrew Hendrix, Jt. 
RB Cierre Wood* Sr___ First ish back to go over 1,000 yards in five seasons. Theo Riddick, Sr.* 
WR John Goodman St. Fifth-year senior gets last chance to produce. DaVaris Daniels, So. 
WR TJ Jones* Jt His three TDs tops list for returning receivers. ‘Andre Smith, So. 
WR Robby Toma Sr.___ Averaged 10.9 yards per catch last season. Daniel Smith, Jr. 
TE __Tyleréifert® Sr. Versatility allows him to also play receiver. Ben Koyack, $0. 
UT Zack Martin* Sr.__Has started every game in the last two years. Jordan Prestwood, So. 
LG Chris Watt* Sr__ Started every game last year. Bruce Heggie, Jr. 
C___Brayston Cave* St. Standout player is returning from foot surgery Mike Golic J, Sr 
RG _Nick Martin So. Younger brother of LT Zack Martin, Conor Hanratty, So. 
RT___ Christian Lombard Jt Two years of seasoning has him ready to start. Tate Nichols, Jr. 
K Nick Tausch Sr.__Hit 14 consecutive FGs as a freshman. Kyle Brindza, So. 
“Returning Starter 


POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE _Kapron Lewis-Moore* Sr. __Injury cost him last five games last year. Sheldon Day, Fr 
NG Louis Nix Ill" Jt. Started 11 games last season. Kona Schwenke, Jr. 
DE _Stephon Tuitt So. _ Can also play tackle; had 30 tackles last year. Chase Hounshell, So. 
LB Prince Shembo" Jt. Takes on more duties with move from ‘dog’ to'‘cat.’__Ishaq Williams, So. 
LB Danny Spond Jt. Emerged as top ‘dog’ with Shembo's switch to ‘cat.’ __ Ben Councell, So. 

LB Manti Te’ Sr.___Led Irish with 128 tackles last year. Jarrett Grace, So. 

LB Dan Fox* Sr__Had 48 tackles last year. Carlo Calabrese, Sr. 
CB Bennett Jackson Jr. Converted receiver ready to start in secondary. Jalen Brown, So. 
CB___Lo Wood ut. Most experienced comerback with 21 appearances. __Josh Atkinson, So. 
SS Zeke Motta” Sr__Has 102 tackles in career. Chris Salvi, Sr. 

FS Jamoris Staughter* Sr__ Can also shift to comerback or linebacker. Austin Collinsworth, Jr. 
P Ben Turk* Sr.___ Averaged 40.3 yards per punt last year. Kyle Brindza, So. 
“Returning Starter 
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FIGHTING IRISH RECRUITING 


| 


ound Kiel is a pre- 
cise passer, but he 
also rushed for 482 
yards and 11 touch 
downs as a high 
school senior and 
should be able to 
handle all elements 
of Brian Kelly's 
spread offense. 


help out in the return 
game as well, Russell 
is the prototypical 
spread offense player, 
and his playmaking 
ability will give the 
Irish several options 
in using him 


was constantly 
around the football 
making plays, He has 
the size of a college 
safety, but plays with 
the mentality of a 
linebacker and will be 
an asset to Notre 
Dame's run defense. 
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© Gunner Kiet KeiVarae Russell : Elijah Shumate 
GZ) It took Notre Dame The 6-0, 170-pound —; Shumate was one of 
(CL three tries, but they athlete from the state the surprise standout 
LU eventually were able of Washington could performers at the 
=} _ tosign the nation’s play running back or U.S, Army All- 

© top pro-style quarter- | slot receiver in col- ‘American Bovl in 
back. The 6-4, 210- £ lege, and wil likely January because he 
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Hometown 


‘Nicky Barattl MH = 62 215 OG = Spring, TK Klein Oak 
Rated as the No. 57 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 29 
athlete...Rushed for 1,267 yards and 17 touchdowns and passed for 1,873 yards and 
13 scores as a junior. 


Chris Brown WR 62 18 OO@ Hanahan, SC Hanahan | 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com. Rated as the nation's 
No, 81 wide receiver...Caught 93 passes for 532 yards and 12 touchdowns as a 
senior, .Had 52 catches for 1,098 yards and 16 TDs as a junior. 


Scott Daly is 64 ° Downers Grove, IL Downers Grove South 
Committed to Notre Dame in April of his junior year...Chose the Fighting Irish 
over Northwestern, 


Sheldon Day BT 6:2 286 OOOO Indianapolis, IN Warren Central 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Indiana...Rated as the nation's 
No, 18 defensive tackle... Had 67 tackles, 11 tackles for loss and nine sacks as a senior, 


dustin Ferguson = WR = 6&1 210 @©@O Pembroke Pines, FL Flanagan 
Rated as the No. 57 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No, 58 
wide receiver...Chose Notre Dame over Alabama, Florida, FIU, Florida State, Miami, 
UCF and Wisconsin. 


‘Mark Harrell OL 65 270 @OO Charlotte, NC Charlotte Catholic 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 25 offensive quard....Participated in the Shrine Bow! of the Carolinas, 


dJarron Jones TT 67 38 oO © Rochester, NY ‘Aquinas Institute 
Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No. 2 prospect in New York...Rated as the nation's 
No. 14 defensive tackle...Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl...Had 71 
tackles and five sacks as a senior. 


Gunner Kiel 1B 64 210 © Columbus, IN East} 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Indiana...Rated as the nation's 
No. 1 pro-style quarterback...Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl... 
Committed to Indiana and LSU before enrolling at Notre Dame. 


William Mahone = RB 5-11 205 © @ © Austintown, OH ‘Austintown Fitch 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation's 
No. 18 running back...Chose Notre Dame over Pittsburgh. 
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Committments 


Nicky Baratti National Rank: 20 
Considering he was 
offered by more than 
20 schools during the 
course of his recruit- 
ment, itis question- 
able whether Baratti 
can be called a sleep- 
er, but there is no 
doubt the 6-2, 215- 
pound athlete does 
ot come to South 
Bend with as much 
fanfare as many as 
his classmates. 


2013 NEEDS: comerpacks robert 
Blanton and Gary Gray have concluded their careers at 
Notre Oame, and the Irish thought they had their 
replacements in the fold with commitments from four- 
star prospects Tee Shepard and Ronald Darby in the 
2012 class, Darby, however, de-committed from the 
Irish a month before National Signing Day and 
Shepard left the team just a few weeks after enrolling 
early, That position now becomes priority No. 1 in 
2013 for head coach Brian Kelly and his staf. 

By Josh Helmholdt/Rivals. com 


‘Name Pos Ht =Wt_ Stars 


Davonte' Neal = WR 10175, 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Arizona...Rated as the nation's 
No. 17 wide receiver...Participated in the Under Armour All-American Game...Rushed 
for 1,317 yards and 16 touchdowns and caught 62 passes for 1,113 yards and 14 TDs 
as a senior, .,Late addition to the Notre Dame class. 


Romeo Okwara = DE 5 240 © — Charlotte, NC ‘Ardrey Kell 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 35 weakside defensive end, ..Participated in the Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas. 


CJ Prosise DB G1 202 © Woodberry Forest, VA. Woodberry Forest Schoo! 
Rated as the No, 22 prospect in Virginia by Rivals.com...Chose Notre Dame over 
Boston College, Cincinnati, Duke, Maryland, North Carolina, Penn State, Vanderbilt 
Virginia, Virginia Tech, Wake Forest and Wisconsin. 


Keivarae Russell ATH = 6-0 170 © Everett, WA Mariner} 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Washington,..Rated as the 
nation's No. 9 athlete... Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Eljah Shumate = DB 6-1 205 © East Orange, MJ Don Bosco Prep 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in New Jersey...Rated as the 
nation’s No, 8 safety...Participated in the U.S. Army AllAmerican Bowl. 


Ronnie Stanley = OL 6-7 285, © Las Vegas, NV ‘Bishop Gorman | 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Nevada...Rated as the nation's 
No. 15 offensive tackle. 


John Tumer = B_ «G2 205 GOO Indianapolis, IN 
Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Chose Notre Dame over Akron, 
Ball State, Bowling Green, Indiana, Miami (Ohio), Minnesota, Temple, Toledo and 
Western Michigan. 
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FIGHTING IRISH SPRING ROSTER 


NOTEBOOK 


‘h Brian Kelly had to reshape his coaching staff 


No. Name Pos. Ht Wt. CL Hometown No, Name Pos. Ht Wt Cl Hometown ! s 
4 George Atkinson, ll! RB 6-1 210 So, Stockton, CA 70. Zack Martin OT 64 304 Sr Indianapolis fora Peli tesegel Holi the last 
4% JoshAtkinson CB 5-11 185 So. Stockton,CA 86 ArturoMartinz DE 6-4 250 J, iam FL ‘Wat Semstis kolo as sad Coan at the Unversity of 
49 Blake Breslau —«S~—«S-10 185 St. —«SamDiego,CA 14 LukeMassa_—= WR «G4 225 Jt, ——_—Gincinnal, OH Massachusetts. Two coaches — Ed Warinner, the offen- 
2 WyleBrindza «KP «6-1 225 So, Canton, Mi 15 Dan McCarthy ——«S_—«&-2-205 Sr. ‘Youngstown, OH sive line coach and running game coordinator, and run- 
21 Jalen Brown, CB G1 199 So. Irving, TX 33. Cam McDaniel = CB_—«5-10 195 So, Coppell, TX hing backs coach Tim Hinton — left to join new Ohio State 
44 Carlo Calabrese = LB 6-1 245 Sr, Verona,NJ 8 Kendall Moore LB G1 242 Ie Raleigh, NC coach Urban Meyer. 
3 AmirCarisle RB 5-10 185 So, SantaClara,Ch 17. Zoko Motta S62 215 S Vero Beach, FL Kelly brought in one new voice to the offense, hir- 
67 Kevin Carr DE 6-7 325 J. __Nashuila,T G4 ‘TateNichols. = OT 68 520, Walton, KY deferral pecare rurtenstyes te) coat) UB0y, 
36 BradCarico OT 65 290 So. Dublin, OH 85_‘Troy Niklas Te 67 %2 So. Fllerion,CA SC Mpg anetsrye as 
40 Connor avalas S 5-10 194 So, Lake Forost,L_ 9 Louis Nix, —=NG = «G3 926 Jt. Jacksonville, FL But he stayed in house and reassigned coaches for 
52 Braxston Cave 6-3 308 St, Mishawaka 63 GrantPatton ——«DE_—«G-6 256 Sx. ——_—Louisllo, KY the rest of the offense. 
2% ‘ustnColinsworth § G1 202 dr. FortThomas,KY © 49.‘Tyle Plantz M59 mM te Frankfort Ik Chuck Martin moved from safeties coach to 
30 Ben Councell OB 6-5 240 So, Asheville, NC 79 Jordan Prestwood OT 6-5 284 So. Plant City, FL offensive coordinator. Tony Alford shifted to running 
&@ JordanCowat 1S 62 250 Sx Plantalon,FL $8 AnhonyRabasa UB 63 240 So. Wiami,rL | — backs after serving as the receivers coach the last 
16 DaVarisDaniols WR 6-2 190 So,  Verontills,L 11 TommyRees «B62 210 J Lake Forest iL two seasons, but he will still work with slot receivers. 
81 SheldonDay OL 6-2 285 Fr. Indianapolis 6 TheoRiddick RB «S11 199 Sx. Wanvillo, Nd eee Ue aes 
fedihs peseeeres Le I lit A a game coordinator. Scott Booker, an “offensive intern 
‘41 Matthias Farley S511 200 So, _—_Charfoto,NC_ 35 dow Romano. OB «5-9 170 a. ‘River Forest iL the past two seasons, was named tight ends coach, 
17 Charlie Fessinger QB 6-1 185 So, Mason,0H 94 DominicRomeo DE 66 245 J Turlock, CA and he will coordinate the special teams. 
38 Wick Ftzpatick = WR 5-8 170 St Mishawaka 24 Chris Salvi S510 190 St Lake Forest, Bob Diaco remains the defensive coordinator and 
48 Dan Fox WB 6-3 240 St. Rocky River, OH = 36 Will Salvi cB S10 176 St Lake Forest, IL will work with the linebackers, but he added the title 
88 Jake Golic TE 6-4 245 Sr West Hartford, CT 38 Joe Schmidt WB 6-0 223 So, ‘Orange, CA assistant head coach. Cornerbacks coach Kerry 
‘57 Mike Golic, J. C/G 6-3 295 Sr, WestHartford,CT 96 KonaSchwenke DE 6-4 286 Jr Hauula, HI Cooks was promoted to co-defensive coordinator. 
5 Everett Golson QB 6-0 185 So, MyrleBeach,SC 55 Prince Shembo OLB 62 250 Jn Charlotte, NC Mike Elston continues to coach the defensive line. 
1 John Goodman WR 63207 St FortWayne 26 Jamoris Slaughter S 6-0 200 Sr Stone Mountain, A ee Se a Le I 2 
59 Jarrtt Grace «LB 63240 So, __Gincinnat,0H 8 AndreSmith «WR 6-2 190 So Davie, FL © Lo Wood is Notre Dame's most experienced 
5 Conor Hanraty C/G 6-5 305 So. NewCanaan,CT 87 Danie'Smith = WR G4 215 dr South Bend cornerback, but that does not guarantee him a start- 
4 Blar Hardy S541 185 So, Reynoldsburg, OH 13 Danny Spond OLB 6-2 288 dk Utteton, co ing spot. Wood has been pushed by Josh Atkinson. 
‘77 Matt Hegarty C 65 21 So ‘Aztec, NM 69 Tony Springmann =NG 6-6 290 So. Fort Wayne “Josh has great speed. Lo is a pretty technique- 
51 BruceHeggie = C5 285. Sorrento,FL 92 TylerStockton = NG «6-0 285. St. Linwood, NJ oriented player,” Kelly said. “If you could get Lo's 
12 Andrew Hendrix 08 6-2 220 J. Cincinnali,OH «G2 Matt Tansey OL 6-6 265 Sr, Berkeloy Heights, NJ technique on Josh and put some speed on Lo, you 
50 Chase Hounshell DE 6-4 265 So. Kirtland, 0H 40 WickTausch KG 201 Se, Piano, TX eee TO ae 
2 Bennett Jackson CB 60 185 J, Hazlet) 5 Manti Teo We 62 25 Sr Lao, a VOLE coespaut, Ty ies from 
linebacker to tight end was a message to all tight 
7 Tones WA 5-11 190 Je Gainesvile, GA «9 RobbyToma = WR 105 St, Lae, Hl ends behind starter Tyler Eifert. If Niklas, Alex 
1 Gunnor Kiet % 64 20 Fe Columbus 7 ‘Stephon itt «DE «6-6 285 So, Monroe, GA Welch, Ben Koyack and Jake Golic want to play, 
18 Ben Koyack TE 65 253 So, OilCity,PA 35. Ben Turk P 5-11 186 St Davie, FL they are going to have to block. 
37 Eric Lee WR 5-9 180 So. WestDesMoines,IA 53. Justin Utupo WB 6-1 258 Jr, Lakewood, CA “You better in-line block, and you better control the 
89 Kapron Lewis-Moore DE 6-4 306 Sr, Weatherford,TX 65 Chris Watt. 0G 63 310 Se Glen Ellyn, tk edge of this defense,” Kelly said. “That's the guy who 
39 AyanLiebscher WR S11 205 Jt ColoradoSprings,cO 62 Alex Welch TE 64 250 Jt Cincinnati, oW will be the next man in.” 
$3 Connorlitte ‘OLB 6-3 225 So. LakeEimo,MN 11 IshaqWiliams —OLBG-5 255 So, Brooklyn, NY 
74 ChvisienLonbard OTT 65 309 sk Ivemess,L_« 20 GereWood «AB «GO 215 Se _——_—Oamard,CA AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 
71 Dennis Mahoney OT 6-7 294 St Baltimore, MD 23. Lo Wood CB 5-10 195 Jn ‘Apopka, FL. On Manti Teo: "The biggest thing with Te'o is he 
72 Wick Martin GT 64 285 So. Indianapolis physically has the size you're looking for. He's instinc- 
tive and forceful as a tackler, and he has done a much 
better job as he has matured of wrapping his arms 
aeons or BA fri le} fea ie He) pi 7 = be and not relying on his explosiveness to just knock a 
ee hipsters ety SS tty eA de Pe ai rae oS player to the ground, One ofthe negatives i that in 
xq today’ 's NFL, where they pass so much, he might not 
e M. Floyd ng Peers: Bie "i eee be viewed as a true three-down linebacker in every 
wn RECEIVING TL Eifert B 63 88 127 6 38 61a ecteme ore) of the knocks on him is his pure ath- 
- TRiddick 11 38 436-«115 345.396 eae 
qt On Tyler Eifert: "Physically, he looks the part — 
= Artes La in eae. sss a LA a is ae a big, tall, good-looking athlete. At the same time, you 
2 pusnne JGry 1114: «827M «GS 279719 eat cancers Bout Hi 8 Diode ere 
S AHondrix 5 25 195 33 162 65 1 78 324 RoC are BUC ley Nits WOE 
= looking for the receiving specialist tight end, you need 
aQ Tackles: M. Te’o 128, H. Smith 90, R. Blanton 70 size, speed and reliable hands ... and Eifert brings all 
Z eR LEADERS —Tekles for loss: M, To'o 13.5, R. Blanton 8, two ted with 7 three of those." 


Sacks: A. Lynch 5.5, M. Te'o 5, D. Fleming 3.5 
Interceptions: R. Blanton 2, G. Gray 2, four tied with 1 


— Rob Rang, Senior draft analyst, 
NFLDraftScout.com 
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Louis 
Photo by Scott Boehm 


about its defense, thanks to the return 
of linebacker Manti Te’o. 

The senior flirted with jumping to 
the NFL after leading the team with 
128 tackles and 13.5 tackles for loss 
last season, 

Te’o said he wanted defensive coor- 
dinator Bob Diaco to treat him like the 
worst player on the team, so that the 
linebacker would be pushed to get even 
better in his final season. 

“He has been great,” Te’o said of 
Diaco. “He has corrected me on all my 
little mistakes, just being technical, so 


2009 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 30.1 32 

Rushing 128.3. 84 | Rushing 126.6 
Passing 323.5 5 | Passing 253.1 
Total 451.8 8 | Total 379.7 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 26.3 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 25.9 63 
Rushing 170.3 89 | Rushing 142.2 
Passing 227.5 76 | Passing 215.4 
Total 397.8 86 | Total 357.2 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 20.2 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+0.08 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+5 +0.29 29 «4 +4 


2010 RANKINGS 


my game can be as perfect as it can be.” 

Dan Fox and Carlo Calabrese, who 
combined for 85 tackles last season, will 
continue to share the middle linebacker 
spot next to Te’o. 

Prince Shembo, who had 31 tackles 
last year, and Ishaq Williams will 
team up to replace the void at one 
outside spot vacated by the graduated 
Darius Fleming. 

Danny Spond, who had 13 tackles 
as Shembo’s backup last year, will take 
over the other outside linebacker spot. 
Ben Councell will be his backup. 

Half of Notre Dame's defensive back- 
field is proven with the return of safe- 
ties Jamoris Slaughter and Zeke Motta. 
The seniors combined for 85 tackles and 
two interceptions last season, 

Junior Austin Collinsworth adds 
depth at safety and allows the Irish to 
move around Slaughter, who can also. 
play cornerback and linebacker. 

The safeties will be counted on to 
help cornerbacks Lo Wood, Bennett 
Jackson and Josh Atkinson settle into 
more prominent roles in the defense. 
None of the three has started a game. 
Wood is the most experienced corner- 
back, having played in 21 games. 

“1 think by the time the season starts, 
they will be a whole lot more comfort- 
able and have confidence,” Slaughter 
said of the corners. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kickers Nick Tausch and Kyle Brindza 
will try to replace the graduated David 
Ruffer. 

Tausch shared field-goal duties 
with Ruffer two years ago, converting 
14 consecutive field-goal attempts at 
one point as a freshman. Tausch is 
15 of 18 on field goals in his career. 

Brindza handled kickoffs as a fresh- 
man last season, averaging 65.3 yards. 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.249 
Rushing 160.4 
Passing 252.6. 
Total 413.0 


RANK 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 20.7 
Rushing 138.9 
Passing 205.8 
Total 3447 


‘TO MARGIN PER GAME 
15 AA5 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Cierre Wood 

Set career highs in rushing 
yards (1,102), carries (217) 
and rushing touchdowns 
(nine) last season. ... Became 
the 11th Notre Dame running 
back to go over 1,000 rushing 
yards last year... Improved on 
‘catching passes out of back- 
field last year with 27 recep- 
tions for 189 yards. ... His 1,291 yards from scrimmage 
last season were ninth most in school history, ... Has run 
for 1,705 yards in two seasons, averaging 5.1 yards per 
carry, He has 12 touchdowns for career. 


EMERGING STAR 
RB George Atkinson III 
Displayed potential to be a 

threat in the spring game, 

rushing for 124 yards on 15 

carries. .. Must cut down on 

fumbles; he lost two in spring 
game, .. Tied school record for 
touchdowns on kickoff returns 
with two last season, .. His 

915 kickoff return yards were 

most in Notre Dame history .. His 26.1 yards per kickoff 

return ranked 19th nationally, ... Son of former All-Pro 

Oakland Raider defensive back George Atkinson Jr. and 

‘win brother of irish cornerback Josh Atkinson, 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Davonte’ Neal 

Named Gatorade Arizona 
Player of the Year after junior 
‘and senior seasons, .. Ranked 
No, 8 on ESPNU 150 list... 
Scored 30 touchdowns on 
offense (16 receiving, 14 rush- 
ing) and added five touch- 
‘downs on kickoff and punt 
returns as senior... Ran for 
41,317 yards and had 1,113 receiving yards as senior... 
Played receiver in Under Armour All-America Game after 
being selected for the event as a defensive back, .. 
Waited nearly three weeks after Signing Day before 
deciding to sign with Notre Dame. 


RESULTS 
85 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
at Michigan 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Pittsburgh 

at Purdue 38-10 

AIR FORCE 59-33 

usc 17-31 

NAVY 56-14 

at Wake Forest = 24-17 

MARYLAND 45-24 

BOSTON COLLEGE 16-14 

at Stanford 14-28 

Champs Sports Bow! 
vs. Florida State 


20-23 
31-35 
31-13 
15-12 


ressereeserr 


14-18 
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More on Tap For 
Eifert this Season 


Nv Dame tight end Tyler Eifert will have 
plenty on his plate in his senior season. 

The 6-6, 251-pounder will be counted on to 
replace the production of the most prolific re- 
ceiver in Notre Dame history — Michael Floyd. 
He graduated as the Irish’s leader in receptions 
(271), receiving yards (3,686), receiving yards 
per game (85.7), 100-yard receiving games (17) 
and touchdown receptions (37). 

Coach Brian Kelly plans to move Eifert around 
the offense to give the tight end plenty of oppor- 
tunities to increase the 63 catches for 803 yards 
and five touchdowns he had last season. 

“He's a guy that has to replace the production 
loss of Michael Floyd,” Kelly said of Eifert. “To 
do that, we have to be able to get him into some 
favorable positions. Obviously, he’s not going to 
lock down just at the tight end position. 

“He's a guy that can play at wide receiver; 
heck, he could play running back if we need 
him to. He’s an incredible athlete and a versatile 
player, so we'll take advantage of that skill.” 

Eifert had a taste of moving around the forma- 
tions as a sophomore when he took over as the 


Tyler Eifei 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


starting tight end when the Irish lost Kyle Ru: 
dolph to a shoulder injury in 2010. Eifert starte 
the last six games and was constantly put in mo- 
tion, even playing H-back. 

Eifert considered leaving early for the NFI 
Draft, but the promise of an increased role an 
numerous new duties in the offense brought him 
back to Notre Dame. 

“It's been everything they said they (would) 
do, moving me around and stuff like that,” Eif- 
ert said. “It’s nice. | think it will be good foi 
our offense.” 

Eifert’s versatility also allows Notre Dame to 
take advantage of its talented pool of tight end: 
and keep defenses guessing. 

Junior Alex Welch and sophomore Ben Koyact 
‘saw action as backups last season, and the Irish 
shifted linebacker Troy Niklas to tight end to add 
another blocker at the position. Senior Jake Goli 
also returns to the tight end group. 

Offensive coordinator Chuck Martin likes the 
versatility. 

“It's one thing if this guy's a blocker and thi 
guy's a catcher,” he said. 

“But if they can both block and catch, which 
| think we have the ability to do that, then it 
Causes major issues for the defense, because 
they don’t know what personnel we're in.” 


He set a Michigan high school record 
with 19 field goals as a senior. 

Ben Turk returns to handle the punt- 
ing duties after averaging 40.3 yards 
last season. 

George Atkinson III gave Notre 
Dame's kick return unit a boost last sea- 
son when he stepped in to set a school 


} record with 915 return yards, bringing 
: two back for touchdowns. 


Notre Dame will likely look to freshman 
eceiver Davonte’ Neal to spark a punt 
return game that averaged 3.7 yards last 
season. Neal averaged 26.6 yards on punt 
returns and scored two touchdowns as a 
senior in high school. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Notre Dame opens one of the most 
difficult schedules in college football 
ina unique way. The Irish travel to 
Dublin, Ireland, to take on Navy in the 
Sept. 1 opener. 

After a home game against Purdue on 
Sept. 8, Notre Dame starts a challenging 
three-game stretch of night games, trav- 
eling to Michigan State, playing host to 
Michigan and finishing against Miami 
in Chicago's Soldier Field on Oct. 6. 

After home games against Stanford 
and BYU, the Irish face one of their 
toughest foes — Oklahoma, in Norman, 
Okla., on Oct. 27. 

After that, Notre Dame might be able 
o gain momentum before its trip to 
Los Angeles to close the regular season 
against rival USC. 


— Tony Krausz 


SCHEDULE 
Date Oponent 1 Res 


Sept.1 vs. Navy (Dublin, Ireland) 5-7 
Sept. 8 PURDUE 7-6 
Sept.15 at Michigan State 11-3 
Sept. 22 MICHIGAN 11-2 
Oct. 6 vs. Miami (Chicago) 6-6 
Oct. 13 STANFORD 11-2 
Oct. 20 BYU 10-3 
Oct. 27 at Oklahoma 10-3 
Nov. 3 PITTSBURGH 6-7 
Nov. 10 at Boston College 4-8 
Nov. 17 WAKE FOREST 6-7 
Nov. 24 at USC 10-2 


194 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2012 


Photo by Evan Habeeb-US PRESSWIRE 


TOLEDO | ROCKETS 


MACrank:5 — Record: 


“When you have two very experienced 
and capable guys at quarterback, 

it just increases your ability as an 
offense to make a lot of good things 
happen.” — Coach Matt Campbell 


ROCKETS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Matt Campbell — At Toledo and overall: ist year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Louis Ayer, Jason Candle 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Matukewicz 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2004 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2009 

RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 4 offense, 4 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Austin Dantin, QB Terrance Owens, 
RB David Fluelien, WR Bernard Reedy, WR Dwight Macon, 

LB Dan Molls, DLT. Fatinikun, S Jermaine Robinson 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Rockets have the benefit of momen- 
tum and the comfort of continuity: Campbell, who was the team's 
‘popular offensive coordinator, almost immediately moved into the 
head coach role after Tim Beckman left for lino. Toledo has mut- 
tiple playrakers on offense and on all three levels of defense. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Toledo cannot afford an injury at run 
ning back and receiver, where depth s thin. The Rackets gave up 
‘more than 400 yards per game and nearly 32 points an outing in 
2011, and can't continue putting their offense ina postion where 
ithas to score on nearly every possession. 


OFFENSE 

The Rockets will stick with the two-headed quar- 
terback approach that has worked well in the past, 
using senior Austin Dantin and junior Terrance 
Owens in co-starting roles. They offer different 
looks and bring varied talents to the offense. 

David Fluellen appears ready to assume the 
workhorse post at tailback after solid backup duty 
in the past couple of seasons. 

Instead of wasting backup quarterback Dwight 
Macor's talents on the sidelines, the Rockets 
moved him to wide receiver in the spring, and 
Macon wowed everyone. He will join proven play- 


MAC record: 7-1 (T-Ist, West) 


maker Bernard Reedy to give Toledo plenty of pop 
on the outside. 

The real key is the line, which is where new head 
coach Matt Campbell focused his work in the past 
three years as coordinator and position coach. 

The group is undergoing some reshaping around 
center Zac Kerin and guard Greg Manez. Experi- 
ence gained by Jeff Myers, AJ. Lindeman and Josh 
Hendershot as backups should allow them to move 
in and keep the group humming. 


DEFENSE 

The combination of injuries and fluctuations 
in performance over the past couple of seasons 
allowed the Rockets to give numerous players valu- 
able experience. The benefits will be enjoyed this 
season as Toledo replaces six starters with capable 
and battle-hardened players. 

The unit up front is deep and nasty, led by pass 
rushing phenom TJ. Fatinikun at end when he 
completes his recovery from an elbow injury that 
cut short his 2011 season. He will be joined by 
Danny Farr, Elijah Jones, Ben Pike, Jayrone Elliott 
and Christian Smith to make things tough for the 
opposition. 

The linebackers are another solid unit, with 
tackling machine Dan Molls leading the gifted 
group that includes Robert Bell, Vladimir Emilien 
and Ray Bush. 

The secondary is becoming more settled. Camp- 
bell is comfortable with senior safety Jermaine 
Robinson, who is back for a fourth year as a starter, 
where he will be joined by senior Mark Singer, back 
after an injury-forced redshirt season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Jeremiah Detmer returns to handle all of the 
placekicking after proving himself with his distance 
work last season. Detmer had a strong spring and 
solidified his hold on the overall placekicking job. 

Junior Vince Penza has the inside track on 
retaining the punting role after his clutch workin 
the Military Bowl win over Air Force, but junior 
college transfer Brad Dunavant enrolled early and 
is pressing Penza for the starting job. 


OVERVIEW 

Matt Campbell, the youngest FBS head coach 
in the country at just 32, is not out to prove he 
can remake the formula for success at Toledo. 
Campbell inherits a solid group of veterans and 
a program that Tim Beckman left in great shape 
when he departed for Illinois. The Rockets have 
been banging on the door the past two years, 
going 8-5 and 9-4; they should make another run 
at the conference championship game this time 
around. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Corey Jones: When star receiver and return 
man Eric Page left early for the NFL, it left Toledo 


in need of a dynamic playmaker. Jones was that 
kind of performer in the Pennsylvania high school 
ranks, scoring 39 touchdowns while displaying 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2012 SCHEDULE 
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2011 RANKINGS 
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Stadium: Glass Bowl (26,248) 


By Matt Markey 

OFFENSE 
QB 4 | AustinDantin® 62 200 sr. 
RB 22 | David Fuelen 60 25 kn 
wR 8 | JamesGreen 63 200 i. 
wr 11 | BemardReedy+ 59° 115 Jn 
wR 17 | Dwight Macon 200 So, 
TE 13 | Cordale Seatt 64 20 sh 
LT 56 | Josh Hendershot 64 25 So 
ts 56 | JeftMyers 63 280 So 
¢ 67 | ZacKerine 65 296 J, 
RG 75 | GregMancr* 65 200 So. 
RT 60 | Ad.Lindeman 66 300 Sr 
DEFENSE 
De 23 | T.Fatinikun® 62 250 Sr. 
DT 92 | DannyFare 65 25 
NT 98 | Eljah Jones 62 25 
DE 86 | Chistian Smith 62 250 kc 
15 32 | DanMolise 61 22 Sr. 
18 38 | Robertetle 60 27 Sr. 
LB 25 | VladimirEmitien 61 206 I. 
26 | Kethsugss 510 TH So 
6 | BronBest $9 200 St. 
SS 29 | JermaineRobinson* 63.188 St. 
FS 43 | MarkSinger G1 14 Se 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 85 | JeremiahDetmer> 5-8 170 So. 
P35 | VincePenzat 1 201 
*Retuning starter 
Sept.1 at Arizona 
Sept. 8 at Wyoming 
Sept. 15 BOWLING GREEN 
Sept. 22 COASTAL CAROLINA 
Sept.29 at Western Michigan 
Oct.6 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Oct.13 at Eastern Michigan 
Oct.20 CINCINNATI 
Oct.27 at Buffalo 
Nov.6 BALL STATE 
Nov.14 at Northern Illinois 
Nov.20 ‘AKRON 
w NEW HAMPSHIRE 38-22 
L at Ohio State 22-27 
L BOISE STATE 15-40 
L at Syracuse (OT) 30-33 
w at Temple 36-13 
W —_EASTERNMICHIGAN 54-16 
w at Bowling Green 28-21 
w MIAMI (OH) 49-28 
L NORTHERNILLINOIS 60-63 
W — WESTERNMICHIGAN 66-63 
w at Central Michigan 44-17 
w at Ball State 45-28 

Military Bow! 
w vs. Air Force 42-41 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
‘Scoring Offense 422 8 
Rushing Offense 736 7 
Passing Offense 2617 30 
Total Offense 4813 9 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
‘Scoring Defense 317 %4 
Rushing Defense 1328 41 
Pass Defense 268.8 105 
Total Defense 4015 7 
TOMARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+16 +123 3 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Rudolph 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
6-7, 4-3 Big East (T-4th) 


COACH: 
Paul Chryst — At Pitt and overall: 1st year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 8 offense, 4 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Ray Graham, WR Devin Street, TE Hubie 
Graham, DT Aaron Donald, LB Dan Mason, 
‘SS Ray Vinopal, FS Jarred Holley 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The Panthers are transitioning from 

a spread offense to a pro-style offense — 
and that is a good thing because the team 
is deep at running back and the line is 
excellent at run blocking. Defensively, the 
tackle tandem might be the best in the Big 
East, and the secondary is extremely deep 
and versatile. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The passing game should be improved, 
but Tino Sunseri must play much better 
than he did a year ago. The pass blocking 
is suspect and the receivers are mostly 
pedestrian, so it could be a struggle. The 
defensive and offensive lines are both 
extremely thin, and the linebacker group 
lacks experience. 


KEY LOSSES: 

OT Jordan Gibbs, OT Lucas Nix, DE Brandon 
Lindsey, DT Chas Alecxih, DT Myles Caragein, 
LB Max Gruder, CB Antwuan Reed 


OVERVIEW: 

Pitt will be breaking in its third new coach in 
two years (Michael Haywood lasted less than 
a month), but the Panthers seem to have 
found the right fit in Chryst, the former 
Wisconsin offensive coordinator. Chryst is a 
no-frills guy who fits perfectly in the Steel City, 
and the locals appreciate his pro-style philoso- 
phy. But the transition may take a year or two. 
as Chryst inherited a roster with an extreme 
lack of depth along both lines. 


SES 


POyESSUuner 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dave Huxtable 


The Right Fit? Pitt Seeks Stability Under Chryst 


aul Chryst seems to be exactly 
P= the doctor ordered for a Pitt 

program that has gone through 
an unprecedented stretch of instability 
over the past two seasons. 

When Chryst was hired last December, 
in fact, he was the sixth person in a pe- 
tiod of about 13 months, including inter- 
ims, to hold the title “Pitt head coach.” 
But everything about him suggests he 
could hold that title for a long time. 

Chryst is the exact opposite of the man 
he replaced, Todd Graham, who jolted the 
program when he left for Arizona State less 
than a year after he took the job. 

Graham had the feel of a fast-talking, 
self-absorbed snake oil salesman who 
relied on catch phrases like “high 
octane” to describe his style of football. 
He annoyed nearly everyone who had 
contact with the program because of his 
micromanagement and obsessive desire 
to put his stamp on the program. 

That did not play well with the fan 
base or the people in Western Penn- 
sylvania, but Chryst, who is more 
understated — and far more meat and 
potatoes in terms of his football style — 
has been embraced and viewed by most 
as a breath of fresh air. 

Chryst will return the Panthers from 
Graham’s spread offense to the pro-style 
football of the Dave Wannstedt era on 
both sides of the ball, and that’s prob- 
ably a good thing because the over- 
whelming majority of the roster was 
recruited to play that way. 

Pitt has some major holes to fill and 
depth is an issue as two whole recruit- 
ing classes have been virtually lost in the 
coaching shuffle, But the Panthers have 
an extremely win-friendly non-conference 
schedule (they play two lower-division 
teams) and the Big East Conference 
should be weak, so a fifth consecutive trip 
to a bowl is not out of the question. 


OFFENSE 


Senior Tino Sunseri has been a light- 
ning rod for criticism, but he is and has 
been, by far, the Panthers’ best option. 
Last year’s struggles had a lot more to 
do with the system than Sunseri. 

In 2010, Sunseri’s first season as 
a starter and Dave Wannstedt’s last as 
the Panthers coach, Sunseri was pretty 
good; he completed nearly 65 percent 
(223 of 346) of his passes for 2,572 
yards, with 16 touchdowns and nine 
interceptions. He led the team to an 
8-5 record and a bowl win. 

Sunseri, like most of the players on 
offense, talked at length during the 
spring about how much more comfort- 
able he was in the pro-style offense. He 
clearly settled in and got better as the 
spring progressed. 

The line needs to be rebuilt some, 
but that process was aided greatly 
when senior left guard Chris Jacobson, 
who missed most of last season with a 
knee injury, was granted a sixth year of 
eligibility. Jacobson and senior center 
Ryan Turnley will anchor the line, but 
the other guard spot will not be settled 
until training camp and both tackles 
will be first-year starters. 

Chryst’s run-blocking schemes are 
especially good, and that’s great news 
because Pitt's strength is at running 
back, where senior Ray Graham should 
push for major awards. He is backed up 
by talented sophomore Isaac Bennett, 
and the Panthers also will have highly 
touted incoming freshman Rushel Shell. 

The receivers and tight ends aren't 
necessarily going to scare anyone, but 
senior tight end Hubie Graham is an 
excellent fit in the pro-style offense and 
the receivers as a whole are versatile. 
The best of the bunch is junior Devin 
Street, who matured into a go-to kind 
of player late last season and should be 
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Sunseri’s top target. 

Two other experienced receivers re- 
turn — shifty slot receiver Cam Saddler 
and Mike Shanahan, who is 6-5 and 
has a great set of hands — and there are 
a slew of younger guys all looking to 
make their marks. 


DEFENSE 


The defensive line took major gradu- 
ation hits with the loss of starters Myles 
Caragein, Chas Alecxih and Brandon 
Lindsey. That is especially bad timing, 
given that the Panthers are shifting from 
a three-man front to a four-man front. 

Still, the tackle position is in great 
shape as junior Aaron Donald should 
push for first-team all-conference 
honors. He could be flanked by either 
sophomore Khaynin Mosley-Smith or 
Tyrone Ezell; both are explosive players 
despite their size. 


Ray Graham 
Tomasso DeRosa 


The end position is a little thin and 
not very experienced, but sophomores 
Bryan Murphy and TJ. Clemmings 
showed some flashes during the spring, 
and senior Shayne Hale might finally be 
ready to make an impact. 

The linebackers got a nice boost 
when junior Dan Mason, who suffered a 
major knee injury early in 2010 and was 
thought to be done for his career, was 
medically cleared after nearly two years 
of rehab. Mason, who will man the 
middle, looked like he hadn’t missed 
a step in the spring. 

While the outside linebackers are 
inexperienced, they are athletic and 
able to make plays in space. Talented 
sophomore Todd Thomas is excellent in 
coverage, as well. 

The deepest unit on the team is at 
safety where the Panthers have four 


Andrew Taglianetti, junior Jason 
Hendricks and sophomore Michigan 
transfer Ray Vinopal — capable of being 
starters at a lot of programs. 

Junior K'Waun Williams will be one 
of the top corners in the Big East, lead- 
ing the way for a group that will play 
much more man and press coverage 
than last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior kicker Kevin Harper and junior 
punter Matt Yoklic are blessed with 
powerful legs, and they settled in last 
season as starters. 

Harper missed a few field goals early 
but became almost automatic late; he 
made 21 of 31 field-goal attempts. He 
boomed a Heinz Field-record 52-yarder 
against Cincinnati. Yoklic finished second 
in the Big East with 41.2 yards per punt. 


players — seniors Jarred Holley and 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 
2011 stats: 140.3 gp rushing (3rd Big East 74th NOAA), 209.8 pacsing (athy77th}, 3601 total offe 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT. 


StniBBth), 242 ppg (BttvEand) 


— Paul Zeise 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Tino Sunseri* St. Has made 26 starts over last two seasons. Mark Myers So, 

RB Ray Graham* Sr____Star potential, despite coming off major knee injury. _Isaac Bennett, So. 
WR__Cam Saddler” St Was one of the best players during spring. Ronald Jones, So. 
WR __ Devin Street" Jr Should be poised for breakout year as go-to guy. Salath Wiliams, Jr 
WR Mike Shanahan* Sr.___ Big receiver who fits into pro-style offense. Brenden Felder, So. 
TE __Hubie Graham* Sr.___ Traditional tight end with excellent receiving skills. Drew Carswell, So. 
LT Juantez Hollins Jr Big.and moves well. dustin Virbitsky, Sr. 
LG Chris Jacobson* Sr. Should be one of Big East's top linemen. Arthur Doakes, So. 
Cc Ryan Turnley* Sr.___ Was perhaps Pitt's most consistent player last year. _Artie Rowell, Fr. 

RG Cory King df___Started for portions of the 2011 season. Ryan Schlleper, Jr. 
RT __ Matt Rotheram So. Great size and has plenty of upside potential. Zenel Demhasaj, Sr. 
K Kevin Harper* Sr____Developed into a consistent weapon last year. Chris Yankoski, Sr. 
*Returning Starter 


SCOUTING 


O11 shing (6th B 


REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Bryan Murphy So. __A.good pass rusher who needs experience. LaQuentin Smith, So. 
DT___ Aaron Donald* Jt Dominant player against both the pass and run. Tyrone Ezell, Jt. 

DT __Khaynin Mosley-Smith So. _Explosive player with excellent balance. Jack Lippert, Jr. 

DE Shayne Hale ‘Sr.__Has taken the long road to the starting lineup. TJ. Clemmings, So. 
LB Shane Gordon dr Big hitter with plenty of speed. Nicholas Grigsby, So. 
LB Dan Mason Jt Traditional middle linebacker and emotional leader. _Ejuan Price, So. 

LB Todd Thomas* So. Versatile player who is excellent in coverage. Eric Williams, So. 

CB _K'Waun Williams* Jr, Should be one of Big East's top corners. Lafayette Pitts, F. 

CB Cullen Christian Fr. Young player with plenty of potential. Lloyd Carrington, Fr. 
SS__ Ray Vinopal So. __ Michigan transfer won the job with a big spring. Andrew Taglianetti, Sr. 
FS___ Jarred Holley* Sr___ Smart, controlled player with great instincts. Jason Hendricks, Jr. 
P Matt Yoklic* Jt.___Has.a big, booming leg, and he developed consistency. Mark Myers, So. 


“Returning Starter 
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Adam Bisnoway Ol 66 75 © ° 

Rivals.com rated No, 19 offensive tackle nationally and No. 6 player in Pennsylvania... Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Pittsburgh Tribune-Review Terrific 25... All-State... Three-year start- 
er... Played offensive guard and tackle... Played in All-American Bowl... Helped team to state 
playotts as a senior. 


‘Bam Bradley 1 62 M G00 ‘Trotwood, OH —_‘Trotwood-Madison| 
Ranked No. 41 safety nationally and No. 43 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... Two-time All-State... 
District Defensive Player of the Year... As a senior, had 60 tackles, five interceptions (returning two for 
touchdowns) and two fumbles recovered... Four-year starter... Helped team to 15-0 record and state 
championship... Played in All-American Bowl. 


‘Mike Caprara B 60 20 © Pittshurgh, PA ‘Woodtand Hills 
Set team career record with more than 350 tackles... Three-year starter... Played middle linebacker, 
fullback and H-back on offense... All-State as a junior... Pitsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Had 
‘a career-high 122 tackles asa junior... Helped team to four league playotf berths... Played in Big 33 
Football Classic. 


Trenton Coles WR 63 15 O00 Clairton, PA Ciairton| 
Ranked No. 34 player in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Al-State... Played receiver and defensive 
back... Helped team to 47-1 record, three league championships and three state championships over 
final three seasons... As a senior, averaged 19.4 yards per touchdown reception with 21 receptions 
for 408 yards... Had 96 yards rushing on 16 carries... Scored 80 total points, including nine touch 
‘downs and 26 points after touchdown... Sustained knee injury in state championship gam... Member| 
‘of track and basketball tams... Ptsburgh Tribune-Review 2010-2011 Male Athiete of the Year. 


Chris Davis AH «659 185 O00 ‘Austintown, OH == Austintown Fitch 
Rivals.com rated No. 33 athlete nationally and No. 40 player in Ohio... All-District... All-League.. 
Played receiver and defensive back... Caught almost 50 passes in final two seasons... Had 748 all- 
purpose yards as a junior... Helped team to 10-2 record, league championship and division playotts. 


Demitrious Davis © ATH 5-10 18 OOO ‘Austintown, 0H Austintown Fitch 
Ranked No. 32 athlete nationally and No. 39 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... Played in only three 
‘games as a senior due to a knee injury... All-State as a junior... District Offensive Player of the Year. 
‘League Player of the Year... Had 1,202 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns... Had 1,024 yards passing 
‘and 10 touchdowns with only two interceptions, with a completion rate of 62%... Led team to 10-2 
‘ecord, the league championship and division playotts. 


oP Holtz rE 6 4 ooo ‘Shaler Area 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Rivals.com rated No. 24 player in Pennsylvania... All-State... Pitisburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22.. 


Pitsourgh Tribune-Review Teriic 25... Played running back, receiver, tight end, linebacker and 
punter... Played quarterback as a freshman... As @ senior, had 337 yards rushing and 19 receptions 
{or 332 yards... Scored 15 touchdowns... Selected to play in the Big 33 Footbal Cassie. 


‘Terrell Jackson T 6 2 o00 

Ranked No. 45 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... . 

Columbus Dispatch All-Metro... Had 75 tackles and 20 quarterback sacks as a senior... Selected to 
play in Ohio High School Football Coaches Association North-South Classic. Helped team to 13-1 
record, league championship and state playotts. 


yan Lewis mM 60 15 Co Sammamist, WA 
Al-State... Al-Dvision... AS a senior, le all classifications in Washington with more than 1,700 
yards... Had 1,706 yards rushing and 25 touchdowns, averaged nearly 9.5 yards per carry... Helped 
team to 10-2 record and state playots. 


Jatmahl Parner «= 0B G1 178 OO Rochester, NY Aguinas Institute 
Rivals.com rated No. 9 player in New York... All-State... Al-City.. Played recelver, defensive back and 
‘punt returner... Had 43 receptions for 745 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior, averaging 17.3 yards 
‘er catch... Had 31 tackles, three interceptions, three fumbles recovered, 12 passes broken up and a 
blocked field goal. Averaged 15 yards per punt return... Scored 76 total points (12 touchdowns and 
{wo 2-point conversions). 


‘Devon Porchia B 6&2 0 Co Baltimore, MD Gilman Schoo! 
Rated No. 20 player in Maryland by Rivals.com... Second-team All-State... Baltimore Sun All-Metro. 
Baltimore Touchdown Club Super 22... Three-year starter... As a senior, had 71 tackles and five 
‘quarterback sacks... Helped team to 10-1 record and conference championship... Selected to 
‘Chesapeake Bow... Played in Maryland Crab Bowl All-Star Game. 


Banyl Render De 63 4 OO Brook Park, OH St Edward 
Rivals.com ranked No. 31 strongside defensive end and No. 27 player in Ohio... All-District... 
Helped team to 8-4 record and state playotts as a senior... As a junior, helped team to 15-0 record 
‘and state championship. 


Deaysean Ripy §=6 LB G2 188 OOOO ‘Mickees Rocks, PA Sto Rox| 
Rated No. 21 outside linebacker nationally and No. 9 player in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... All 
State... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Big Seven Defensive Player of the Year... Had 48 
receptions for 906 yards and 12 touchdowns, averaging 19.7 yards per catch, in final two seasons, 
Selected to play in the Semper Fidelis Al-American Bow. 


Gabe Roberts oh 6 @ OO New London, Wi ‘New London 
All-Conference on offense and defense... All-Region on defense... Team Offensive Most Valuable 
Player... Two-year starter af offensive guard and defensive end. 


‘Rushel Shell RB H 20 Coo0O ‘Aliquippa, PA ‘Hopewell 


USA Today All-American... Rivals.com ranked No. 6 running back nationally and No, 2 player in 
Pennsylvania... Three-time All-State... Two-time Pitsburgh Post-Gazette Player ofthe Year... four- 
year career, set state record with 9,078 yards, averaging 82 yards per carry... Scored 110 career 
touchdowns... Broke 36-year national record with 39 consecutive 100-yard games... Rushed for 200 
yards or more in 25 games... As a senior, had 2,312 yards rushing and scored 28 touchdowns... The 
first time he touched the ball 2s a high school freshman, ran 55 yards for a touchdown... Played in 
Semper Fidelis All-American Bow 


‘Chad Voytik B® FH 8B oooo Cleveland, TN Cleveland) 
US. Army All-American... Rated No. 4 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 1 player in 
Tennessee by Rivals.com... Three-year starter... School's all-time leading passer with 5,005 


career yards... Had 6,098 career tolal offensive yards... Had 1,430 yards passing and 10 touch 
‘dawns 2s a senior... Had 438 yards rushing and seven touchdowns... Starting quarterback for 
East team in U.S. Army All-American Bowl; completed seven of 13 passes for 60 yards and 
sushed for a nine-yard touchdown. 


6-7, 4-3 Se at Date Opponent 1 Record 
wy Bue S516 | | tsment 26 SB 11 2 Sept.1 YOUNGSTOWN STATE 6-5 
w MAINE 35-29 F : = 
2 ses seed ieee 5 ae - 
= No. Yds ef BS 

L NOTRE DAME 12-15 A eter Peed 
Ww SOUTH FLORIDA 44-17 ty a s = nee ‘ Sept.22 at Gardner-Webb 4-7 
L at Rutgers 10-34 ‘ 5 Oct. 5 at Syracuse 5-7 
L UTAH 14-26) |) eee Oct. 13 LOUISVILLE 76 
wu CONNER TIENT fee Oct. 20 at Butfalo 39 
L CINCINNATI 23-26 en acpi 4 
w at Louisville 21-14 o: 
L atWest Virginia 20-21 See cite Desi re 
w SYRACUSE 33-20 Tackles: M, Grader 16,41 Hole 67, K. Wiliams 64 Nov. 9 at Connecticut 5-7 

BBVA Compass Bowl Sacks: A. Senald ae B. Une) roy fice 65 v Nov. 24 RUTGERS 9-4 

Interceptions: J. |. K. 1, six tied with 1 

L vs. SMU 6-28 ; Dec.1 _at South Florida 5-7 
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~<. WESTERN MICHIGAN | BRONCOS 


MACrank:3  Record:7-6 © MACrecord: 5-3 (3rd, West) Stadium: Waldo Stadium (30,200) 


— Se By Jeff Arnold 


Photo by Andrew Weber-US PRESSWIRE 


“The whole defense is thirsty. We all 
want tackles and we want to make 
big plays.” 

— Rover Johnnie Simon 


BRONCOS at a GLANCE 


‘COACH: Bill Cubit — At Westem Michigan: 47-39, 7 years 
(OVERALL: 81-57-1,1lyears 

‘OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ryan Cubit 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Rich Nagy 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1988 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2010 
RETURNING STARTERS: I 5 offense, 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Alex Carder, 28 Brian Fields, 
\WR fic Monette, DE Paul Hazel, DT Demetris Anderson, 
ROV Johnnie Simon, CB Donald Celiscar 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Carder, who has the tools to play at the 
‘next level, has four starters onthe offensive line to protect him. 
‘Monette has the potential to bea featured receiver, but he has 
toprove he can step into that bigger role and handle being the 
attention of opposing defenses. 

PRIMARY PROBLEMS: Nagy has to find a way to make the 
‘most of what he has on defense after losing two key cogs to 
‘graduation. Whether younger players can have a big enough 
Impact to make a new scheme work could be a major question 
mark. 


OFFENSE 

Seniot Alex Carder returns as one of the MAC's 
top quarterbacks after throwing for 3,873 yards and 
31 touchdowns last season. 

He had five games with at least 400 passing 
yards, including 548 — with seven touchdowns — 
vs, Toledo. Carder has thrown for 7,207 yards in 
the past two seasons. 

‘The question is: Exactly who he will be throwing 
to this year? 

The Broncos lost 787 percent of their receiving 
production from a year ago, which moves senior 
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receiver Eric Monette into the spotlight after he 
had 29 catches for 306 yards and a touchdown, 

Coach Bill Cubit loaded up on receivers in his 
2012 recruiting class, but redshirt freshman Kend- 
rick Roberts and junior Josh Schaffer will have to 
pick up a lot of the slack. So, too, will junior tight 
end Clark Mussman. 

‘The Broncos return their entire backfield, helping 
take some of the focus off the inexperience at receiver. 
Junior Brian Fields (278 yards, two touchdowns) has 
a slight edge to assume the starting tailback position, 
while Tevin Drake and Antoin Scriven also return. 


DEFENSE 

‘The task of replacing defensive tackle Drew 
Nowak —the MAC Defensive Player of the Year — 
is only the first of the challenges facing the defense. 

First-year coordinator Rich Nagy is switching to 
43-35 scheme to teke advantage of the experience 
he has in the secondary. Sophomore cornerback 
Donald Celiscar adds some big-play potential, 
while returning starting defensive end Paul Hazel 
will also have an impact. 

Junior rover (a linebacker/safety position) John- 
nie Simon will also be key, possessing the ability to 
disrupt offenses from what's likely to be a big-play po- 
sition for a defense that really took a step backward in 
the second half of last season. Simon led the Broncos 
in tackles (114) last year and had 35 sacks — numbers 
he should at least be able to match this season. 

Junior Travonte Boles should be able to be 
more productive at defensive tackle as he replaces 
Nowak, who had g1 tackles, including 8.5 sacks. 
The Broncos also must replace a top starter in line- 
backer Mitch Zajac, giving sophomore Devon Brant 
and junior Desmond Bozeman more exposure. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Broncos will have first-time starters at kicker 
and punter. Redshirt freshman Andrew Haldeman 
replaces a constant performer in John Potter, while 
freshman J, Schroeder assumes the punting role. 
The only constant left over from last year is junior 
long-snapper Kirk Nakama, 


OVERVIEW 

Following last year’s 7-6 season that ended with 
a Little Caesar's Bowl loss to Purdue, the Broncos start 
the new year in wait-and-see mode. Success will depend 
heavily on how quickly Carder establishes rhythm with 
new receivers and how well the defense responds to the 
new 9-3-5 system. The defense has to hold up its end of 
the bargain more than it did last year, 

Cubit may have to get some performances from 
some unexpected sources to keep the Broncos 
competitive in the MAC West. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR A.J. King ~The talented wideout from Florida 
drew some serious recruiting attention, including 
from Purdue, and will have a chance in fall camp 
‘tomake an impact in a receiving corps that was, 
depleted by graduation. 


2012 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2011 RESULTS 2012 SCHEDULE 


Se) Sg ee ae 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 

QB 14 | Alexcardert 
RB 20 | Brian Fields 
WR 86 | EticMonette 
WR 6 | Kendrick Roberts 
WR 82 | JoshSchaffer 
Te 46 | ClarkMussman 
Lt 67 | Terry Davisson* 
Kasimili Uitalia* 
Kevin Gateher* 
Deon Cammock 
Dann O'Neil 


Trevor Ishmael 
Devon Brant® 
Johnnie Simon* 
Lewis Totert 

Donald Celiscar 
Demetrius Pettway* 
Justin Curie 
SPECIAL TEAMS. 


K 57 | Andrew Haldeman 
PNA | 1.Schroeder 


* Retuming Starters in Bold 


at illinois 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
at Minnesota 
CONNECTICUT 
TOLEDO 
MASSACHUSETTS 
at Ball State 

atKent State 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Central Michigan 
at Buffalo 

EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Sept.1 
Sept.8 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 
Sept.29 
Oct.6 


at Michigan 
NICHOLLS STATE 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN, 
at illinois 
at Connecticut 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Norther Illinois 


10-34 
38-7 
4414 
20-23 
38-31 
45-21 
22-51 
10-14 
45-35 
63-66 
24-21 
6819 


at Eastern Michigan 
BALLSTATE 
at Toledo 
at Miami (OH) 
AKRON 
Little Caesars Bowl 
vs. Purdue 


32-37 


OFFENSE 
Scoring Offense 
Rushing Offense 
Passing Offense: 
Total Offense 


PER GAME RANK 
353 18 
Wd 
3373 

458.5 


DEFENSE 
Scoring Defense 
Rushing Defense 
Pass Defense 
Total Defense 


PER GAME 
287 
297 
215.0 
4347 


TOMARGIN PER GAME 
3 =0.23 
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PICKING THE MAC 


In QB-driven MAC, Passers Determine Parity vs. Parody 


he Mid-American Conference 
| hasn’t been immune to the confer- 
ence shuffle. The league thought it 
would have two seven-team divisions when 
Massachusetts joined as part of its move into 
the Football Bowl Subdivision, but Temple 
made a dash back to the Big East in March, 
The Owls leave after finishing among the 
top three in the East Division in each of the 
last four years, but there are still plenty of top- 
notch teams gunning for the conference title, 
Defending champ Northern Illinois, 
which staged a magnificent rally to claim 
its first MAC title since 1983, heads into the 
2012 season with the nation’s longest win- 
ning streak (nine games). But the Huskies 
don’t go into the season with league MVP 
Chandler Harnish, who was chosen as 
“Mr, Irrelevant” in the 2012 NFL Draft. 
NIU might not miss Harnish as much 
as everyone expects. Junior Jordan 
Lynch, who ran almost exclusively when 


MAC Conference Picks 
EAST 


Good news 


he subbed for Harnish the last two sea- 
sons, threw for 402 yards and four touch- 
downs against the second-stringers in the 
team’s spring game. 

Ohio, the East Division winner last 
year, accomplished almost everything on 
its plate last season. Frank Solich’s crew 
earned the school’s first bowl win and post- 
ed 10 victories for the first time since 1968, 
but the Bobcats couldn’t hold on to their 
20-0 halftime lead in the MAC title game. 

Ohio has an excellent chance to deliver the 
school's first MAC title since 1968 as it retains 
eight defensive starters as well as 2011 third- 
team All-MAC quarterback Tyler Tettleton 
(3.960 total yards with 38 touchdowns). 

Tettleton isn’tthe MAC’s top returnee when 
it comes to total offense, Western Michigan 
gunslinger Alex Carder is back after throw- 
ing for 3,873 yards and 31 touchdowns and 
rushing for 630 yards and four touchdowns, 
though All-American wideout Jordan White 


Bad news 


1.0hio 

Kent State 
3. Miami (Ohio) 
4, Bowling Green 
5. Buffalo 
6. Akron 


7. Massachusetts 


WEST 


]. Western Michigan 
2. Northern Illinois 
3. Toledo 


4, Ball State 


5. Eastern Michigan 


Central Michigan 


Frank Solich says this could be his best 
defense in nine years at Ohio, 


The Golden Flashes welcome back 18 starters 
from a team that won four of its last five, 


Zac Dysert and Nick Harwell (97 catches) are 
‘the league's best passing combo, 


Loaded offense features QB Matt Schilz and 
201) Frosh of Year RB Anthon Samuels. 


MAC No. 2 rusher Branden Oliver (1,395 yards, 
13 TDs) has four returning OL. 


‘Stephen F. Austin transfer Dalton Williams 
threw for 373 yards in spring game. 


The 1998 Division I-AA champion joins the 
FBS ranks this year. 


QB Alex Carder is a wondrous thrower who'll 
be fine with relatively young WRs. 


‘Stellar defense includes MLB Devon Butler 
(missed 2011 after near-fatal gunshot wound). 


National top 10 offense retains QBs Terrance 
Owens and Austin Dantin. 


QB Keith Henning has veteran O-line and 
solid skill players around him. 


All five O-linemen and most top runners 
(including Dominique Sherrer) are back. 


‘Senior QB Ryan Radcliff and WR Cody Wilson 
lead competent offense. 


The Bobcats could use a go-to receiver to 
replace sixth-round pick LaVon Brazil, 


‘What's the saying? If you have two QBs (Spencer 
Kelth/David Fisher), you don't have one? 


The offensive line needs an upgrade to 
protect Dysert and aid run game. 


Must rely on too many young and/or inexpe- 
rienced linebackers and defensive backs, 


New DC Lou Tepper needs several more guys 
like LB Khalil Mack (20.5 TFLs). 


The Zips are woefully short in quality linemen 
on both sides of the ball. 


New coach Charley Molnar, a pass-game wizard, 
has precious few vets atthe skill positions. 


Many defenders are high-risk/high-reward 
types. 


Huskies must replace four studly offensive 
linemen. 


Offense doesn't return Eric Page (125 catches) 
‘or RB Adonis Thomas (1,071 yards). 


Cards lost two All-MAC performers from one 
of nation's worst defenses. 


The defense needs to take another quantum 
leap to become competitive. 


MAC's worst defense will only improve so 
much with injured players back in fold. 


and his 140 receptions have graduated. 
Miami senior Zac Dysert (3,513 pass- 
ing yards, 23 touchdowns) and Central 
Michigan senior Ryan Radcliff (3,286 
passing yards, 25 touchdowns) also return. 
And for those football-starved fans who 
became enraptured while watching Toledo 
put up 60-plus points on Tuesday nights in 
November, new Rockets head coach Matt 
Campbell (the 32-year-old former offen- 
sive coordinator who moved up when Tim 
Beckman took over at Illinois) welcomes 
back two-headed quarterback monster 
Austin Dantin and Terrance Owens. 
Campbell isn’t the league’s only new 
coach, Terry Bowden, who hasn’t coached 
at the FBS level since going 47-17-1 at 
Auburn from 1993-98, takes over at 
Akron. Bowden posted a 29-9 record at 
Division II North Alabama before replac- 
ing Rob Ianello as the Zips boss 
— Jeff Reynolds 


Our call 


Look for Ohio to be at Ford Field on Nov. 30, 


It’s time for Kent State's second winning record in 
the past 25 years. 


RedHawks get closer to 2010 MAC title form, but. 
not enough to challenge for East. 


Going to be tough to avoid third straight losing 
season (first such stretch since 1995-2000). 


If Bulls treat all foes equally (they beat Ohio and 
lost to NIU by’), they'll reach 500. 


Terry Bowden has discovered this can't be 
a quick fix. 


The Minutemen need time to make the jump 
from the FCS. 


Broncos get NIU and Toledo at home, so this could 
be the year. 


No shocker at all if NIU makes its third consecutive 
MAC title-game appearance, 


Rockets challenge for West title if new DC Tom 
Matukewicz (from NIU) has immediate impact. 


Agonizingly close to bowl bid ... but no cigar. 


Not quite time for school’s first bowl bid since 1987, 


Chippewas need time to jell, but there's a brutal 
early slate (MSU, lowa, NIU, Toledo). 
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Alex Carder 


a Sr. 


OFFENSE - FIRST TEAM 
econo 
Peeee 


BooBoo Gates Jt. 
K Matthew Sims dt 


Lindy’s 2012 
ALL-MAC Team 


RB Branden Oliver Jr 
RB Anthon Samuel So. 
WR Nick Harwell Jt 
WR Perez Ashford Sr. 


Garrett Hoskins Sr. 
C  ZacKerin dr. 
Jordan Hansel dt 
Brian Winters Sr. 
Eric Herman Sr. 
Dann O'Neill Sr. 


Western Michigan 
Buffalo 

Bowling Green 
‘Miami (Ohio) 
Northern Illinois 
Eastern Michigan 
Toledo 

Ball State 

Kent State 

Ohio 

Western Michigan 
Bowling Green 
Northern Illinois 


DL RooseveltNx Jr Kent State 
Pa] OL SeanProgar —Sr,_Northeritinois 
Fig OL Chis Jones St. Bowling Green 
Ha] DL Tremayne Scott Sr. Ohio 
tf LB CJ.Malauulu So, Kent State 
Fj LB Dwayne Woods Sr, Bowling Green 
FL ali Mack Jn Buffalo 
[a] D8 Dayonne Nunley J, Miami (Ohio) 
Fr] 08 JahleelAddae Sr. Central Michigan 
7] 0B JohnnieSimon Jr. Western Michigan 
08 Jimmie Ward J. Northern Illinois 
P BilanSchmiedebusch Jt. Bowling Green 
QB TylerTettleton Jr Ohio 

PB) 2 Jahwan Edwards So. Ball State 
Fd RB Jawonchishotm So. Akron 
=} WR TitusDavis So, Central Michigan 
=} wr codywison dr, Central Michigan 
Fey WR Alex Neutz Jt. Buffalo 
yc 10.Bales Sr Ohio 
FA OL Etc Fisher St. Central Michigan 
[a] OL Logan Pegram — Sr. Northern illinois 
FJ OL GregMancz So. Toledo 
Fr OL Korey Neal Sr. Eastem Michigan 
J Ap Jamilismith Jr Ball State 
K MattWeller Sr. Ohio 
DL AustinBrown —Sr.-—-_-Miami (Ohio) 

Fy OL PaulHazel Sr. Western Michigan 
Pry OL. Nate ollie Jt Ball State 
Pa] DL Freddie Bishop Sr. Western Michigan 
F418 Danbalts sr. Toledo 
fe] Ls TravisFreeman sr. Ball State 
bi] LB JustinKudworth Sr. Eastern Michigan 
AL 08 MarlonPollard Jr. Eastern Michigan 
Pa) 0B JordanHaden So. Toledo 
iy 0B TravisCarie st ohio 
Fay DB. Luke Wollett Jt Kent State 
Scott Kovanda Ball State 


THE BIG ONES 


Sept.1 Ohio at Penn State 
Sept.1 Northern Illinois vs, lowa (Chicago) 
Sept.1 Western Michigan at Illinois 
Sept.8 Kent State at Kentucky 
Sept. 15 Western Michigan at Minnesota 
Sept. 15 Miami (Ohio) at Boise State 
Sept. 22 Kansas at Northern Illinois 
Oct. 20 Western Michigan at Kent State 
Oct.20 Cincinnati at Toledo 
Oct.27 Northern Illinois at Western Michigan. 
Oct.27 Kent State at Rutgers 
Nov. 14 Toledo at Northern Illinois 
Nov. 14 Ohio at Ball State 
Nov. 20 Akron at Toledo 
Nov. 23 Ohio at Kent State 


1. Alex Carder 


Western Michigan 


BOWL CONNECTIONS 


Champion 
MAC #2 


GoDaddy.com Bow vs. Sun Belt 
Little Caesar's Pizza vs. Big Ten 


Drove Humanitarian Bowl 
vs. WAC 


MAC #3 


NOTE: The MAC has agreements with 


New Mexico and BBVA Compass Bowl, 
if those conferences don't fill their 
guaranteed spots with other conferences, 


Sturdy build, accuracy, steady improvement get him drafted. 


2, Dann O'Neill 


Westen Michigan 


Former OG is light on his feet; top 15 OT entering 2012, 


3. Dwayne Woods Bowling Green 


At 220 pounds, could be looked at as safety/ST demon, 


4,Sean Progat 


Northern Illinois 


NFL size at right end, beats one-on-one blocking. 


5.Dan Molls Toledo 


Production is there. Biggest question willbe timed speed 


6. Tremayne Scott Ohio 


‘Tall, long and lean; candidate for 3-4 OLB? 


7.Chris Jones Bowling Green 


Power end or rotational defensive tackle with high motor, 


8, Matt Weller Ohio 


Plenty of leg— consistency, kckof length keep him on fringe 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


9..Nick Speller Massachusetts 


Unproven against elite talent; upside intrigues scouts 


10, Perez Ashford 


t. Northern Illinois 


Speed, hands and return skis to get aloo in camp. 


Most Valuable Offensive Player 
Player of the Year 
Tyler Tettleton Branden Oliver 
QB, Ohio RB, Buffalo 


Defensive Player Newcomer 

of the Year of the Year 
Roosevelt Nix Jordan Haden 

DL, Kent State FS, Toledo 


Most accurate passer 


Strongest arm 
Best scrambler 
Coolest in the clutch 


Toughest to bring down 
Best hand: 


Best run blocker 


HONOR ROLL 


Bestcovercorner 
Best pass i 


Special tean 


Most dangerous deep threat Bernard Reedy 


Best pass blocker x) 


Alex Carder Western Michigan 
Matt Sch 


Bowling Green 
Alex Gillett 


ern Michigan 
___TylerTettleton___ 
___Jahwan Edwards 
‘Nick Harwell 


State 
Miami (Ohio) 
Toledo 
__Kent State_ 
Ohio. 

i Kent State 
___Bowling Green_ 
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CINCINNATI 


CATS 


AT A GLANCE 


2011: 
10-3, 5-2 Big East (T-tst) 


COACH: 
Butch Jones — At Cincinnati: 14-11, 2 years; 
overall: 41-24, 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 5 offense, 7 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Munchie Legaux, RB Jameel Poteat, 

‘WR Anthony McClung, WR Kenbrell Thompkins, 
DE Walter Stewart, DE Dan Giordano, 

LB Maalik Bomar, SS Drew Frey 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

On defense, the Bearcats are set at the end 
Positions, at weakside linebacker with Bomar 
and at strong safety with Frey. On offense, 
McClung could be a budding star at wide 
receiver, but only if Legaux improves his pass- 
ing accuracy. Special teams could be an area 
of strength. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Legaux has not proven he can excel at quar- 
terback over an entire season or conduct the 
offense at the level of excellence that Zach 
Collaros did. There is no go-to running back 
to start the season, and young players have 
to blossom on offense. 


KEY LOSSES: 
QB Zach Collaros, RB Isaiah Pead, 
DT Derek Wolfe, LB J.K. Schaffer 


OVERVIEW: 
On paper, this is not a team that should 
challenge for a Big East title, but the league 
is down and the Bearcats have proven in 
recent years that they're capable of over- 
achieving. For that to happen, Legaux will 
have to make huge strides, and the defense 
will have to carry a sizeable burden, espe- 
cially early in the season while the offense 
searches for its identity. 


-FENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Jancek 


stadium; 35,000 


New-Look Bearcats Aim to Stay at Top of Big East 


utch Jones put together one of 
B the best turnaround jobs in the 

country last year, when he led 
Cincinnati to a share of the Big East 
championship after the Bearcats went 
4-8 in his first year. 

He did it with a run-dominated of- 
fense and an improved, opportunistic 
defense. After the season, he was named 
Big East Coach of the Year and signed 
an extension that keeps him under 
contract through 2017. 

But Cincinnati suffered major losses 
with the departure of running back Isa- 
iah Pead, the Big East Offensive Player 
of the Year; defensive tackle Derek 
Wolfe, the Big East co-Defensive Player 
of the Year, and quarterback Zach Col- 
laros, who was a first-team All-Big East 
selection as a junior. 

All three of those players were Brian 
Kelly recruits. Now it falls to Jones to 
replace them with his own guys. 

Working strongly in Jones’ favor is 
a soft schedule. The non-league portion 
includes two games against opponents 
from the Football Championship Subdi- 
vision and two games against 
Mid-American Conference opponents. 

The Bearcats have four of their seven 
Big East games at home, and with West 
Virginia having departed the league for 
the Big 12, one of the league’s tough- 
est opponents is no longer a concern. 
The Mountaineers have been replaced 
by Temple, hardly the force that once 
greeted Big East teams in Morgantown. 

“The expectations and standards for 
us never change,” Jones said. “Do we 
have a lot of new faces? Yes. But that 
adds to the level of excitement.” 


OFFENSE 

Cincinnati finished spring practice 
with the starting quarterback job 
still officially unclaimed, but junior 


Munchie Legaux is the likely starter, 
with the frequently injured Brendon 
Kay nominally in competition. 

Legaux started three games late last 
season in place of injured Zach Col- 
laros, completing 55 of 116 passes for 
749 yards, with five touchdowns and 
four interceptions. 

Legaux must improve his footwork 
to keep passes from sailing, but he’s 
more athletic than Collaros and a seri- 
ous threat as a runner. Legaux seemed 
overwhelmed at times in the games he 
started, but he appeared more confident 
and in control during spring practice. 

“| feel like it’s my time,” Legaux said. 
“| put in the work. I have the playbook 
down pat. I have the trust and confi- 
dence of my teammates and coaches. 
Now it’s time to go out and execute.” 

Of immediate concern is finding 
a replacement for Pead, who led the 
Big East in rushing last year. 

Senior George Winn, the primary 
backup running back last year, is listed 
with the first team. But the long-term 
solution more likely will come from two 
sophomores: Jameel Poteat, who was 
the jewel of the 2011 recruiting class; 
and Ralph David Abernathy IV, who 
made a mark last year as a kick returner. 
Junior college transfer Aaron Harris 
could also be a factor. 

At least at first, Jones plans to use 
a running back-by-committee approach 
and will probably pass more frequently, 
with the goal to spread the ball more 
equally among all of his playmakers. 

The receiving corps now includes 
Jordan Luallen, a converted quarterback 
who proved to be an effective runner 
when he had the chance to run the 
offense in 2011. He has been moved to 
slot receiver, but will still see spot duty 
at quarterback in certain formations. 

Junior Anthony McClung, who caught 


202 Lindy's Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2012 


49 passes for 683 yards and six touch- 
downs last year, returns at wide receiver. 
The Bearcats are hoping for more produc- 
tion from senior Kenbrell Thompkins. 


DEFENSE 


John Jancek, who shared coordina- 
tor duties last year with Tim Banks (off 
to Illinois), will now run the defense, 
promising to maintain the approach 
that saw the Bearcats rise from last to 
third in the Big East in scoring defense. 
They led the league with a plus-12 turn- 
over margin, which helped compensate 
for a porous pass defense. 

Cincinnati lost two of the best defen- 
sive players in school history in tackle 
Derek Wolfe and middle linebacker J.K. 
Schaffer. The coaching staff is confident 
it has talented, young players ready to 
step in and assume bigger roles to fill 
those gaps. The problem, as it often is 


CINCINNATI 


Ge 


Anthony McClung 


with this program, is a lack of depth. 

“We have the pieces of the puzzle,” 
Jancek said. “We just have to continue 
to get better. There’s not a lot of experi- 
ence after that first group. That’s just 
the reality of it.” 

The leader of the defense will be sixth- 
year senior strong safety Drew Frey, 

a first-team All-Big East selection last 
season. Sophomore Solomon Tentman 
will step into Schaffer’s spot at middle 
linebacker after a long, grueling recovery 
from a knee injury. Maalik Bomar is solid 
and athletic at weakside linebacker. 

The Bearcats have proven ends in se- 
niors Walter Stewart and Dan Giordano. 
Junior Jordan Stepp, who played well in 
a backup role last year, is also set to help 
compensate for the loss of Wolfe. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


a unit that could be a major factor in 
Cincinnati’s success. 

Punter Patrick O'Donnell led the Big 
East last year with a 43.8-yard average. 
Placekicker Tony Miliano has room to im- 
prove after a freshman season in which he 
missed three extra points and eight field- 
goal attempts. Four of those errant field- 
goal attempts were from beyond 40 yards, 
His longest make was from 48 yards. 

The return game, which was a 
problem in 2010, received a boost from 
Ralph David Abernathy IV, who finished 
second in the league in kickoff returns 
with a 26.5-yard average. He returned 
a kick 90 yards for a touchdown in the 
Liberty Bowl against Vanderbilt. 

Cincinnati continues to struggle to 
find someone who can change field 
position with a punt return. Abernathy 
will get his chance this season. 


There is a lot of potential here for 


fense 


SCOUTING REPORT: 


COMMENT 


Of 


STARTER 


V7), 386.1 ypg total ofense, (3rd, 64st) 33.3 ppg ( 


— Bill Koch 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB _Munchie Legaux Jr. ___ Talented, but needs to improve accuracy. Brendon Kay, Sr. 
RB George Winn Sr.____ Gained 219 yards last season as a backup. Jame! Poteat, So. 
WR _ Anthony McClung* Jt. Leading returning receiver with 49 catches. Jordan Luallen, Jr. 
WR __Kenbrell Thompkins* Sr.___ Coming off a disappointing season, Chris Moore, Fr. 
WR Alex Chisum So. Showed great promise as a freshman, Damon Julian, Sr. 
TE __Travis Kelce Sr.___ Shared position last year with Adrien Robinson, Demetrius Richardson, Sr. 
UT __EricLefeld* So. Played well after injury forced him into lineup. Cory Keebler, So. 
LG Austen Bujnoch* Jr. Returning starter provides stability on line. Daniel Murray, Fr. 
C___Dan Sprague Jr Third starter in as many years at center. Sam Longo, Jr. 

RG _Kevin Schloemer So. Earned job with strong spring. Sean McClellan, Jr, 
RT __ Sean Hooey* Sr.__ Junior season was marred by injury. Parker Ehinger, Fr. 
K Tony Miliano* So.__Needs to improve consistency. Ad, Fleak, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


2nd), 200 99 


STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE _Walter Stewart” Sr. Has ability to be a dominant pass rusher. Brandon Mills, Sr. 
DT _ Cameron Beard So. __One of the newcomers who must step up. Mitch Meador, Jr. 
DT _Jordan Stepp Jt Played well in a backup role last year. Mitch Meador, Jr. 
DE Dan Giordano” Sr__Has all-conference potential. Silverberry Mouhon, Fr. 
LB Maalik Bomar* St___ Will be one of the leaders on defense. Dwight Jackson, So. 
LB Solomon Tentman So. Fully recovered from major knee injury. Greg Blair, St. 
LB _Nick Temple* So. _Emerged as a starter in his freshman year. Corey Mason, So. 
CB Deven Drane* Jt. ___Made great strides as a sophomore. Trenier Orr, Fr. 
CB _Camerron Cheatham” Sr.___ Solid, steady; a two-year starter. Dominique Battle, Sr. 
SS__ Drew Frey" Sr__ First-team all-conference as junior. Adrian Witty, So. 
FS Arryn Chenault Jr.___ Another new starter in key position. ‘Malcolm Murray, Sr. 
P Pat O’Donnell* Jr. Blossomed into the best punter in league. John Lloyd, So. 


Photo by Jim Owens/Icon SMI 
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5 Years Ago: 2007 


Ohio State spent much of the season atop the polls, owing to another 
of its gritty defenses and workmanlike offenses, Quarterback Todd 
Boeckman and running back Beanie Wells led the offense, while Vernon 
Gholston and James Laurinaitis started on defense en route to a 10-0 
start, A stumble against Mlinois left the Buckeyes down at No. 7 in the 
polls, but amazingly, all six teams ahead of them lost in the final three 
weeks, putting Jim Tressel’s team back in the national championship 
game for the second year in a row — and the third time in six years. 


Big Ten Champion: Ohio State (11-2, 7-1) 

Big Ten Players of the Year: Rashard Mendenhall, RB, Illinois; 

James Laurinaitis, LB, Ohio State 

Heisman Trophy: Tim Tebow, QB, Florida; no Big Ten players in top 10, 


National Champion: In the BCS title game, OSU came out on fire, tak- 
ing a quick 10-0 lead before LSU swamped the Buckeyes, just as Florida 
did the previous year. The Tigers rolled to 31 consecutive points en 
route to a 38-24 victory and its second title in five years. 


10 Years Ago: 2002 


This season wasn't so much about the 
games that were played — but the one 
that went unplayed. Ohio State and Iowa 
matched victories all through the league 
season, but Iowa's 36-31 loss to Iowa 
State helped to settle things. OSU was 


unbeaten, so the second-ranked Buckeyes 
and their precocious freshman RB Maurice 
Clarett advanced to the BCS Championship 
Game in the Fiesta Bowl, where they came 
up aces for their first consensus national 
title since 1968 and seventh overall in 
school history. 


Big Ten Champion: Ohio State (14-0, 8-0) and Iowa (11-2, 8-0) 


Big Ten Players of the Year: Brad Banks, QB, Iowa; 
Michael Doss, DB, Ohio State. 


Heisman Trophy: Carson Palmer, QB, USC; Banks was 2nd. 


National Champion: Jim Tressel’s Buckeyes were heavy underdogs, but 
they shocked top-ranked Miami in the Fiesta Bowl, 31-24, in double- 
overtime after getting a controversial pass interference penalty to go 
their way at the end of the first overtime. 


15 Years Ago: 1997 


Michigan was coming off its second fifth-place finish in four years, but 
the Wolverines roared to their first national title in 50 years. Lloyd 
Carr’s team used a sensational defense, led by do-everything Charles 
Woodson, and a whatever-it-takes offense, led by unheralded senior 
quarterback Brian Griese, to win the Big Ten’s first national 
championship since 1968. 


Big Ten Champion: Michigan (12-0, 8-0) 


Big Ten Players of the Year: Charles Woodson, DB/WR/RS, Michigan; 
Curtis Enis, RB, Penn State 


Heisman Trophy: Woodson became the first predominantly defensive 
player to win the award, edging Tennessee 0B Peyton Manning in one of 
the closest and most surprising votes ever. Curtis Enis, RB, Penn State, 
5th; Tim Dwight, WR/KR, Iowa, 7th. 


National Champion: Michigan (AP poll) beat Washington State in the 
Rose Bowl, 21-16; Nebraska (13-0, coaches poll) beat Tennessee in the 
Orange, 42-17. 


20 Years Ago: 1992 


One of the most offensively powerful 
Michigan teams of all time crushed 
nine opponents and outlasted 
Washington in one of the wildest Rose 
Bowls ever played (38-31) ... but 


somehow was tied three times along 
the way. Ties against Notre Dame 
(17-17), Tlinois (22-22) and Ohio State 
(13-13) kept this undefeated team 
from perfection, even though the 
Wolverines averaged more than five 
touchdowns a game, With Elvis Grbac, 
the most efficient passer in NCAA history to that point, and 
Tyrone Wheatley, the Big Ten rushing leader, this was UM's fifth 
consecutive season of at least sharing the Big Ten title. 


Big Ten Champion: Michigan (9-0-3, 6-0-2) 

Big Ten Players of the Year: Tyrone Wheatley, RB, Michigan; 

Steve Tovar, LB, Ohio State 

Heisman Trophy: Gino Torretta, QB, Miami; no Big Ten players in top 10. 


National Champion: Alabama won its seventh official national title 

by thrashing heavily favored Miami, 34-13. The Tide hammered the 
Heisman Trophy-winning Torretta and snapped the Hurricanes’ 29-game 
winning streak. 


Photo By US PRESSWIRE 


Gino Torretta 


25 Years Ago: 1987 


The rest of the Big Ten caught up with Michigan and Ohio State in the 
1980s, with Michigan State becoming the fifth different team in as 
many years to capture the league championship (following Illinois, 
Ohio State, Iowa and Michigan; Wisconsin was still laying in wait for its 
1990s rise). Coach George Perles, tireless tailback Lorenzo White, and 
the nation’s second-ranked defense made it look easy in ‘87 ... but it 
wasn't that easy. The Spartans haven't found their way back to 
Pasadena since then. 


Big Ten Champion: Michigan State (9-2-1, 7-0-1) 
Big Ten Player of the Year: Lorenzo White, RB, Michigan State 
Heisman Trophy: Tim Brown, WR/RS, Notre Dame. White was 4th. 


National Champion: No. 2 Miami (12-0) beat No. 1 Oklahoma in the 
winner-take-all Orange Bowl, 20-14. 


50 Years Ago: 1962 


Ohio State started the season No. 1, and Michigan State and Purdue 
were also in the Top 10; Northwestern would eventually rise to No. 1 
in the polls. But by the end of the season, there were the Wisconsin 
Badgers rising to an 8-1 record behind can-do quarterback Ron Vander 
Kelen and All-American tight end Pat Richter, They rose to No, 2 in the 
polls, and faced top-ranked USC in the one of the greatest Rose Bowl 
matchups, and games, ever. 


Big Ten Champion: Wisconsin (6-1, 8-2) 
Big Ten Player of the Year: Ron Vander Kelen, QB, Wisconsin 


Heisman Trophy: Terry Baker, QB, Oregon State. Bobby Bell, 7, 
Minnesota, 3rd; Pat Richter, E, Wisconsin, 6th. 


National Champion: The polls closed at the end of the regular season, 
but this was the first time No. 1 had ever faced No. 2 in a bowl game, 
and the game didn’t disappoint: Vander Kelen passed for a record 401 
yards, but the Trojans prevailed, 42-37. 
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